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Amend the title so as to read ‘‘An Act to 

amend the Carl D. Perkins Vocational and 
Technical Education Act of 1998 to strength-
en and improve programs under that Act.’’. 

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent 
that the Senate disagree with the 
House amendments and agree with the 
request for a conference. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. FRIST. I further ask that the 
Chair be authorized to appoint con-
ferees on the part of the Senate with a 
ratio of 11 to 9, the full membership of 
the HELP Committee. 

There being no objection, the Chair 
appointed Mr. ENZI, Mr. GREGG, Mr. 
FRIST, Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. BURR, Mr. 
ISAKSON, Mr. DEWINE, Mr. ENSIGN, Mr. 
HATCH, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. 
KENNEDY, Mr. DODD, Mr. HARKIN, Ms. 
MIKULSKI, Mr. JEFFORDS, Mr. BINGA-
MAN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. REED, and Mrs. 
CLINTON conferees on the part of the 
Senate. 

f 

HISTORICALLY BLACK COLLEGES 
AND UNIVERSITIES WEEK 

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent 
that the Senate now proceed to the 
consideration of S. Res. 528, submitted 
earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 528) designating the 

week beginning on September 10, 2006, as 
‘‘National Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities Week.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent 
that the resolution be agreed to, the 
preamble be agreed to, and the motion 
to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 528) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 528 

Whereas there are 103 historically black 
colleges and universities in the United 
States; 

Wheres historically Black colleges and uni-
versities provide the quality education es-
sential to full participation in a complex, 
highly technological society; 

Whereas historically Black colleges and 
universities have a rich heritage and have 
played a prominent role in the history of the 
United States; 

Whereas historically Black colleges and 
universities have allowed many underprivi-
leged students to attain their full potential 
through higher education; and 

Whereas the achievements and goals of his-
torically Black colleges and universities are 
deserving of national recognition: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) Designates the week beginning Sep-

tember 10, 2006, as ‘National Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities Week’; and 

(2) calls on the people of the United States 
and interested groups to observe the week 
with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and 
programs to demonstrate support for histori-
cally black colleges and universities in the 
United States. 

f 

NATIONAL SUMMER LEARNING 
DAY 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 529, submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 529) designating July 

13, 2006, as ‘‘National Summer Learning 
Day.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent 
that the resolution be agreed to, the 
preamble be agreed to, the motion to 
reconsider be laid on the table, and any 
statements be printed in the RECORD 
without any intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 529) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows 
S. RES. 529 

Whereas all students experience measur-
able loss of mathematics and reading skills 
when they do not engage in educational ac-
tivities during the summer months; 

Whereas summer learning loss is greatest 
for low-income children, who often lack the 
academic enrichment opportunities available 
to their more affluent peers; 

Whereas summer learning loss contributes 
significantly to the gaps in achievement be-
tween low-income children, including minor-
ity children and children with limited 
English proficiency, and their more affluent 
peers; 

Whereas structured enrichment and edu-
cation programs are proven to accelerate 
learning for students who participate in such 
programs for several weeks during the sum-
mer; 

Whereas in the BELL summer programs, 
students gain several months worth of read-
ing and mathematics skills through summer 
enrichment, and in the Teach Baltimore 
Summer Academy, students enrolled for 2 
summers gain 70 to 80 percent of a full grade 
level in reading, and thousands of students 
in similar programs experience measurable 
gains in academic achievement; 

Whereas Summer Learning Day is designed 
to highlight the need for more young people 
to be engaged in summer learning activities 
and to support local summer programs that 
benefit children, families, and communities; 
and 

Whereas a wide array of schools, public 
agencies, non-profit organizations, institu-
tions of higher education, museums, librar-
ies, and summer camps in many States 
across the United States will celebrate the 
annual Summer Learning Day on July 13, 
2006: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates July 13, 2006, as ‘‘National 

Summer Learning Day’’ to raise public 
awareness about the positive impact of sum-
mer learning opportunities on the develop-
ment and educational success of our Nation’s 
children; 

(2) urges the people of the United States— 
(A) to promote summer learning activities 

to send young people back to school ready to 
learn; 

(B) to support working parents and their 
children; and 

(C) to keep our Nation’s children safe and 
healthy during the summer months; and 

(3) urges communities to celebrate, with 
appropriate ceremonies and activities, the 
importance of high-quality summer learning 
opportunities in the lives of young students 
and their families. 

f 

COMMENDING THE GOVERNMENT 
OF CANADA FOR ITS RENEWED 
COMMITMENT TO AFGHANISTAN 
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent the Senate now 
proceed to the consideration S. Con. 
Res. 109 submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 109) 

commending the government of Canada for 
its renewed commitment to Afghanistan. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the concur-
rent resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, and the motion to 
reconsider be laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (S. Con. 
Res. 109) was agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows 
S. CON. RES. 109 

Whereas twenty-four Canadian citizens 
were killed as a result of the September 11, 
2001, terrorist attacks on the United States; 

Whereas the people of Gander, Newfound-
land, provided food, clothing, and shelter to 
thousands of stranded passengers and tem-
porary aircraft parking to thirty-nine planes 
diverted from United States airspace as a re-
sult of the September 11, 2001, terrorist at-
tacks on the United States; 

Whereas the Government of Canada, as led 
by former Prime Ministers Jean Jacques 
Chretien and Paul Martin and continued by 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper, has provided 
humanitarian, diplomatic, and security per-
sonnel on the invitation of the Government 
of Afghanistan since 2001; 

Whereas Canada has pledged $650,000,000 in 
development aid to Afghanistan; 

Whereas Afghanistan is Canada’s largest 
recipient of bilateral development aid; 

Whereas Canada has stationed approxi-
mately 2,300 defense personnel who comprise 
Task Force Afghanistan, in order to improve 
security in southern Afghanistan, particu-
larly in the province of Kandahar; 

Whereas Canada has over 70 diplomatic of-
ficers worldwide who are dedicated to grow-
ing democracy and equality in Afghanistan; 
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Whereas at least seventeen Canadians have 

made the ultimate sacrifice in operations in 
Afghanistan since September 11, 2001; 

Whereas Canada’s commitment to the Gov-
ernment of Afghanistan, under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister Hamid Karzai, was 
due to expire in February 2007; 

Whereas on May 17, 2006, the Government 
of Canada led by Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper requested that the Canadian House of 
Commons extend Canada’s commitment to 
peace and security operations in Afghani-
stan; 

Whereas on May 17, 2006, the Canadian Par-
liament voted to extend peace and security 
operations in Afghanistan until 2009, to in-
crease its development assistance by $310 
million, and to build a permanent and secure 
embassy in Afghanistan to replace its cur-
rent facility; and 

Whereas this was an important sign of the 
renewed commitment of numerous United 
States allies to Afghanistan: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress— 

(1) commends the Government of Canada 
for its renewed and long-term commitment 
to Afghanistan; 

(2) commends the leadership of former Ca-
nadian Prime Ministers Jean Jacques 
Chretien and Paul Martin and current Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper for their steadfast 
commitment to democracy, human rights, 
and freedom throughout the world; 

(3) commends the Government of Canada 
for working to secure a democratic Afghani-
stan; 

(4) commends the Government of Canada’s 
commitment to reducing poverty, aiding the 
counternarcotics efforts through counter-
terrorism and counterinsurgency campaigns, 
and ensuring a peaceful and terror-free Af-
ghanistan; 

(5) commends the Government of Canada 
for its three-pronged commitment to Af-
ghanistan: diplomacy, development, and de-
fense; and 

(6) expresses the gratitude and apprecia-
tion of the United States for Canada’s endur-
ing friendship and leadership in Afghanistan. 

f 

IMPROVING OUTCOMES FOR CHIL-
DREN AFFECTED BY METH ACT 
OF 2006 
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 470, S. 3525. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 3525) to amend subpart 2 of part 

B of title IV of the Social Security Act to 
improve outcomes for children in families af-
fected by methamphetamine abuse and ad-
diction, to reauthorize the promoting safe 
and stable families program, and for other 
purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, 
the Senate has passed an important 
bill, Chairman GRASSLEY’s Improving 
Outcomes for Children Affected by 
‘‘Meth’’ Act of 2006. This legislation 
will reauthorize the Safe and Stable 
Families Program and target $40 mil-
lion in new funding to programs to help 
children affected by methamphetamine 
abuse and addiction. 

West Virginia, like all too many 
States, is facing severe problems with a 
methamphetamine epidemic. There is 
by all reports a rapid spread and 
growth of this pernicious addiction. 
SAMSHA reports that methamphet-
amine abuse has increased more than 
420 percent for persons 12 years and 
older during the past decade. And ac-
cording to a well-cited National Asso-
ciation of Counties survey, the epi-
demic is no longer targeting rural 
States like my own. Much to my dis-
may we are finding addicts in suburban 
high schools as well as urban areas. Ad-
dicts are white and blue collar workers 
and the unemployed who are in their 
twenties or thirties. Use is equally di-
vided among males and females. 

The legislation offered today is part 
of the reauthorization for the Pro-
moting Safe and Stable Families Pro-
gram. Our child welfare system relies 
on the principles and services man-
dated by Safe and Stable Families Pro-
grams. I have wholeheartedly worked 
on this program since its inception in 
1993. I have continued over the years to 
support modifications that fit the 
changing needs of the children. 

It is essential that our most vulner-
able children remain safe and that they 
find emergency placements and perma-
nent homes. Programs such as Foster 
Care remain a foundational safeguard 
for children. Children find refuge in 
foster homes when they are placed in 
harm’s way due to neglect or abuse. 
Permanence of placement represents 
an enduring goal of Safe and Stable. 
This objective provides a child the 
hope of living conditions that support 
physical and psychological health. The 
Safe and Stable Programs ultimately 
assist with decisions about family re-
unification and adoption. 

Of course, there remains a lot more 
work to be done. Our foster care sys-
tem is overburdened. There is all too 
often a lack of coordination among 
agencies and services that serve chil-
dren and their families. And currently 
many programs are especially stressed 
by the expanding and invasive prob-
lems brought on by the next generation 
of illicit drugs. Right now our children 
need more help. 

The goals of Improving Outcomes for 
Children Affected by ‘‘Meth’’ Act are 
consistent with the spirit and design of 
the Promoting Safe and Stable Fami-
lies Programs. This act targets the 
growing problems caused by a cheaply 
made, easily available, lethal drug. 

The facts are, to say the least, ex-
tremely disturbing. The National Asso-
ciation of Counties survey points to 
the rise of out-of-home placements due 
to methamphetamine addiction by as 
much as 71 percent in California coun-
ties and 70 percent in responding Colo-
rado counties. This year in Montana, 
State officials reported at least 50 per-
cent of child abuse and neglect cases 
involved methamphetamine abuse. I 

know that in southern West Virginia 
alone there have been over 100 labora-
tory busts since October, 2005. And ac-
cording to a survey by the Rebecca 
Project, over 10,000 children in the U.S. 
were either present at a lab seizure or 
lived where the lab was seized between 
2000 and 2003. These labs produce 5 
pounds of toxic waste as a result of 
producing 1 pound of methamphet-
amine. There are too many children in 
harm’s way. 

This bill creates new competitive 
grants to support regional partnerships 
that provide services to children who 
are affected by their caretakers’ meth-
amphetamine abuses. The bill reserves 
$40 million to fund these grants. 

I know that these grants are not a 
cure-all, but this legislation is a firm 
step in the right direction in several 
ways. First, regional demonstration 
projects can further identify interven-
tion models that are showing some 
good results. We also are on the mark 
when we encourage community health 
care providers, law enforcement agen-
cies, judges, and statewide child wel-
fare agencies to form more coherent 
and efficient partnerships. These 
grants can target innovative preven-
tion programs that reach at-risk chil-
dren before out-of-home placements 
are necessary. Finally the grants are 
available for innovative family-based 
programs, comprehensive long-term 
treatment services, and counseling for 
the children. It is good that the Senate 
has passed this legislation, and we need 
to work with the House to secure pas-
sage of a final bill that can be signed 
into law by the President this year. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the amend-
ment at the desk be agreed to, the bill, 
as amended, be read a third time and 
passed, the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table, and that any state-
ments relating to the bill be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 4675) was agreed 
to, as follows: 

(Purpose: To provide for a managers’ 
amendment) 

On page 3, line 13, strike ‘‘and improve per-
manency outcomes for’’ and insert ‘‘improve 
permanency outcomes for, and enhance the 
safety of’’. 

On page 3, line 20, strike ‘‘one’’ and insert 
‘‘2’’. 

On page 8, line 21, strike ‘‘access to’’ and 
insert ‘‘, or access to,’’. 

On page 24, line 8, insert ‘‘the first place it 
appears’’ before the semicolon. 

On page 24, line 9, strike the beginning par-
enthetical. 

On page 24, line 11, insert ‘‘, or entity es-
tablished by,’’ after ‘‘of’’. 

On page 24, line 13, strike the closing par-
enthetical. 

On page 25, line 6, insert ‘‘, and identifica-
tion of additional supports and services need-
ed by,’’ after ‘‘evaluation of’’. 

On page 25, line 14, insert ‘‘and support’’ 
after ‘‘monitoring’’. 
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