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2002 referendum where DC voters over-
whelmingly (82 percent) approved a locally 
elected D.A. 

This important legislation is designed to put 
the District of Columbia on par with every 
other local jurisdiction in the country by allow-
ing DC residents to elect an independent Dis-
trict Attorney to prosecute local criminal and 
civil matters now handled by the U.S. Attor-
ney, a federal official. Instead the new District 
Attorney would become the city’s chief legal 
officer. As presently constituted, the U.S. At-
torney’s office in the District is the largest in 
the country only because it serves mainly as 
the local city prosecutor. That office needs to 
be freed up to do security and other federal 
work particularly in the post 9–11 nation’s cap-
ital. 

There is no issue of greater importance to 
our citizens and no issue on which residents 
have less say here than the prosecution of 
local crimes. A U.S. Attorney has no business 
in the local criminal affairs of local jurisdic-
tions. No other citizens in the United States 
are treated so unfairly on an issue of such 
major importance. This bill would simply make 
the D.A. accountable to the people who elect 
him or her as elsewhere in the country. 

In addition to issues of democracy and self 
government, such as congressional voting 
rights and legislative and budget autonomy 
that District residents are entitled to as Amer-
ican citizens, residents are determined to 
achieve each and every other element of 
home rule. Amending the Home Rule Act with 
a local D.A. provision would be an important 
development toward our goal of achieving true 
self-government. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this important measure. 
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Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the two and a half million grand-
parents acting as primary caregivers to their 
grandchildren. In fact, across the country there 
are more than 6 million children living with a 
grandparent, or others living in relative-headed 
households. I commend those who coura-
geously step forward on a daily basis to care 
for these children, keeping them out of foster 
care while providing safe, stable homes. 

Subsidized guardianship programs allow 
children to leave foster care for the permanent 
care of nurturing relatives. Through subsidized 
guardianship we are able to place a child with 
a grandparent or other relative who becomes 
the legal guardian, while at the same time, 
providing the guardian the financial resources 
to provide for the child’s basic needs. 

In its report, ‘‘Fostering the Future,’’ the na-
tional, nonpartisan Pew Commission on Chil-
dren in Foster Care recommended that Fed-
eral guardianship assistance be provided ‘‘to 
all children who leave foster care to live with 
a permanent legal guardian.’’ That is why I am 
proud to be a cosponsor of H.R. 3380, the 

Guardianship Assistance Promotion and Kin-
ship Support Act, which would allow the use of 
Federal funding to support subsidized guard-
ianship programs. 

In my own State of Connecticut, 6 percent 
of the children live with non-parent relatives. 
Although, grandparents and other relative 
caregivers often represent the best opportunity 
for providing a loving and stable childhood for 
the children in their care, their hard work and 
dedication too often go unnoticed. 

Today I offer my deepest appreciation for 
the dedicated service of these caregivers to 
our country and our Nation’s most valuable 
asset, our children. And I commend Genera-
tions United for all their outstanding work in 
helping improve the lives of and create oppor-
tunity for our children. 
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Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, it 
isn’t often a gifted and talented athlete has an 
opportunity to exercise his skills as a coach. It 
is even less common for that athlete to coach 
at his alma mater. It is rarer still for that ath-
lete to be recognized as one of the best 
coaches on the collegiate level. For this rea-
son, it gives me great pleasure to rise before 
you today to celebrate the career of a good 
friend, a strong athlete, and an exceptional 
basketball coach, Mr. Gary Williams of the 
University of Maryland’s Terrapins. 

I have had the privilege of knowing Gary for 
a number of years. We were undergraduates 
at the University of Maryland at the same 
time. While I devoted my time to the univer-
sity’s lacrosse team, Gary could be found tear-
ing up the university’s basketball court. 

Throughout his career, I have watched Gary 
excel as a leader in collegiate athletics. The 
university’s basketball team won only nine 
games the year before Gary took over as 
head coach. Under his leadership, they turned 
around their losing streak by winning 19 
games in his first season. After his 17th sea-
son as the Terrapins’s coach, Gary Williams 
surpassed legendary Charles ‘‘Lefty’’ Driesell 
as the University of Maryland’s ‘‘winningest 
coach’’—reaching 353 career victories. 

Gary led his team from a troubled period to 
national distinction. Under his direction, the 
Terrapins have made it to the Sweet Sixteen 
seven times, had two consecutive Final Four 
appearances, and relished a national cham-
pionship in 2002. His is a story of pure deter-
mination, impeccable drive, and unprece-
dented excellence. 

The former point guard for the Terps re-
ceived the highest honor as an alumnus by 
being inducted into the university’s Alumni Hall 
of Fame. He was ranked ninth among active 
NCAA Division I coaches. He was named the 
Washingtonian Magazine’s ‘‘Washingtonian of 
the Year’’ and he was inducted into the Great-
er Washington Sports Hall of Champions, as 

well as the Washington, DC Metropolitan Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame. 

Gary Williams has cemented his legacy by 
not only devoting his time and energy to the 
Terrapins, but by giving back to the commu-
nity at large. Throughout the year, Gary re-
mains active in charity work, fundraising, and 
public speaking engagements. He is involved 
with Coaches vs. Cancer, the Cystic Fibrosis 
Foundation, National Autism Research, the 
National Physical Education Council, the Sal-
vation Army, and the Babe Ruth Museum. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you please join with 
me today in recognition of the achievements 
of an outstanding athlete and coach. Mr. Gary 
Williams has made significant strides in colle-
giate athletics. His leadership has allowed his 
team to dominate basketball courts for 17 sea-
sons. His legacy will be remembered for years 
to come. 
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Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the formation of Rural Planning 
Organizations of America, RPO America, a 
new national organization dedicated to improv-
ing the planning and development of Amer-
ica’s rural transportation network. Under the 
sponsorship of the National Association of De-
velopment Organizations, NADO, RPO Amer-
ica is serving as the first and only national 
forum and professional peer network for the 
emerging field of rural transportation planning. 

This new group is important not only for the 
coordination, management and planning of our 
Nation’s rural transportation infrastructure and 
systems, but also for linking our rural commu-
nities’ economic development initiatives with 
State and local transportation programs. As I 
have stated for the record countless times, the 
development and maintenance of our Nation’s 
public transportation infrastructure—including 
highways and bridges, transit services, ports, 
airports and intermodal facilities—is funda-
mental and at the core of our Nation’s long- 
term economic competitiveness strategy. 

Since the passage of the 1998 Transpor-
tation Equity Act for the 21st Century, TEA– 
21, nearly 30 States now voluntarily support, 
fund and partner with a growing network of 
multicounty rural planning organizations. 
These locally governed regional transportation 
planning agencies are working to enhance 
State and local coordination, project 
prioritization, roadway safety and comprehen-
sive transportation planning in our Nation’s 
non-metropolitan regions. 

While our Nation’s metropolitan areas have 
enjoyed special Federal status and funding for 
transportation planning during the past half 
century, our rural regions are just getting start-
ed. Through training, research, peer informa-
tion exchanges and other professional devel-
opment services, the members of RPO Amer-
ica are striving to enhance the safety, mobility 
and economic competitiveness of small town 
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