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RECOGNIZING THE HEROIC FEATS 

OF SPECIALIST TOM HOY, OR-
EGON ARMY NATIONAL GUARD 

HON. GREG WALDEN 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2006 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, the 
late Arthur Ashe once said, ‘‘True heroism is 
remarkably sober, very undramatic. It is not 
the urge to surpass all others at any cost, but 
the urge to serve others at whatever cost.’’ 

With that in mind, I rise today to recognize 
a heroic event that took place in the heart of 
Oregon’s 2nd Congressional District on Sun-
day, July 10, 2006. On that day, a member of 
our Nation’s military gave selfless service to 
three children in danger—and in the process 
saved a life. 

Specialist Tom Hoy is a member of the Or-
egon Army National Guard, 1st Squadron, 
82nd Cavalry, 41st Infantry Brigade Combat 
Team. On July 10th, 2006, he was with three 
fellow soldiers participating in recruiting activi-
ties near the Deschutes River in Bend, Or-
egon. 

While near the river, Specialist Hoy ob-
served three children on inner-tubes, with no 
life jackets, who were floating downstream, 
dangerously near a spillway. 

A spillway creates a perilous setting. A 
woman was reported as having drowned near 
this spillway the day before, and another 
woman had to be pulled from it unconscious 
several days before that. 

What Specialist Hoy saw was at least one 
of the children appearing to be in distress. The 
soldiers directed the three children to come to 
shore, and the two older boys were able to. 
But the third child, a young girl no older than 
six or seven years old, was too far out and ap-
peared to be crying and frightened. Specialist 
Hoy told the girl to grab onto some weeds that 
were growing out of the water and instructed 
another soldier to stay on the near side of the 
river in case she let go and made it near that 
side. Hoy then ran upstream, crossed a 
bridge, and ran back down the opposite bank, 
jumping several fences, until he reached the 
girl’s location. Without any concern for his per-
sonal safety, Specialist Hoy entered the waist 
deep, swift-moving water and was able to 
have the girl climb onto his back where he 
carried her to safety. Hoy, the other soldiers, 
and one civilian then returned the girl to her 
overjoyed parents. 

Specialist Hoy is a resident of Prineville, Or-
egon, where he resides with his wife, Jennifer, 
and their children. He remains a dedicated 
public servant. In addition to his continued role 
protecting our Nation, he is a reserve police 
officer with the Prineville Police Department. 

I myself am proud to represent Specialist 
Hoy in the House of Representatives. I urge 
my colleagues to applaud his selfless act of 
service as a way of urging others to follow the 
example set by this real life hero. 

RECOGNIZING CAPTAIN VICTOR J. 
VAN HEEST FOR 27 YEARS OF 
SERVICE IN THE U.S. NAVY 

HON. VERNON J. EHLERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2006 

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and honor Captain Victor J. Van 
Heest for his service as a member of the 
United States Navy on the occasion of his re-
tirement after 27 years of military service. 

Captain Van Heest is a native of my home-
town of Grand Rapids, Michigan, and currently 
serves as Senior Military Assistant to the As-
sistant Secretary of Defense for Reserve Af-
fairs. After attending Michigan State Univer-
sity, where he graduated in 1979 with a de-
gree in mechanical engineering, Captain Van 
Heest was commissioned in the U.S. Navy in 
August 1979. He was designated a Naval Avi-
ator in 1980 after completing flight school. 

He has served in many different posts 
around the country and world and has been 
deployed to the Mediterranean Sea and the 
Persian Gulf during his career. Furthermore, 
he continued his education, earning a Master 
of Science in Administration degree from Cen-
tral Michigan University in 1999, and grad-
uating from the Air War College in 1996. His 
personal awards include the Legion of Merit, 
the Meritorious Service Medal (three awards), 
the Navy Commendation Medal, and the Navy 
Achievement Medal (three awards). 

Upon graduation from the Air War College, 
he transferred to VR–48, NAF Washington, 
DC, as the Executive Officer and in April 1997 
assumed command of the squadron. During 
this time, the ‘‘Capital Skyliners,’’ who fly the 
C–20G aircraft, won the Battle ‘E’ for C–9 and 
C–20 squadrons. 

Following his command tour, he reported to 
the Director of Air Warfare staff at the Pen-
tagon as the Transport Aircraft Coordinator. 
One year later, he transferred to the Director 
of Naval Reserve staff as the Head, Reserve 
Air Logistics Programs and then fleeted up to 
Director, Air Programs Management Division. 

Assuming command of Fleet Logistics Sup-
port Wing in July 2001, he led the Airwing dur-
ing Operations Noble Eagle, Enduring Free-
dom and Iraqi Freedom. He relinquished com-
mand in July 2003 having accumulated more 
than 5,700 flight hours in Navy aircraft. 

Captain Van Heest and his wife, Anne, re-
side with their sons, Peter and Andrew, in An-
napolis, Maryland. Their oldest son, Kyle, is a 
Midshipman at the U.S. Naval Academy in An-
napolis. Upon his retirement, the Van Heests 
plan to move to Holland, Michigan, where, I 
am told, he will work for Haworth Inc. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in offering 
Captain Victor J. Van Heest our deepest grati-
tude for his 27 years of service to our Nation 
and congratulations on his retirement. 

HONORING MRS. ALICE FISKE 

HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 13, 2006 

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise on behalf of New York’s first con-
gressional district to mourn and honor a be-
loved constituent and treasure of the Long Is-
land community, Mrs. Alice Hench Fiske, who 
recently passed away at the age of 88. 

Born in Youngstown, Ohio, Alice grew up an 
energetic and ambitious child. She graduated 
from Mount Holyoke College in 1939, at a time 
when very few women went to college. Alice 
was an exemplary student, blessed with intel-
ligence and intellectual curiosity. In 1952, Alice 
married Mr. Andrew Fiske, the 13th-generation 
descendant of Nathaniel Sylvester, who had 
settled Shelter Island 3 centuries earlier. 

Together, the 13th Lord of Sylvester and the 
Lady of the Manor, as Alice came to be 
known, raised two daughters. As an avid gar-
dener and founder of the Andrew Fiske Me-
morial Center for Archeological Research at 
the University of Massachusetts, Alice quite lit-
erally dug deep into her role by restoring Syl-
vester Manor’s vast and beautiful gardens to 
their former glory and by making one of the 
most significant archeological discoveries in 
the eastern United States—half a million arti-
facts dating back to the eighteenth century. 

Alice was universally beloved on Shelter Is-
land, and indeed all across Long Island. Her 
kindness and generosity were infectious, and 
she could make one smile even on the worst 
day. According to her lifelong friend and histo-
rian, Mac Griswold, ‘‘She’d take your hands in 
hers and then we’d raise them above our 
heads and take three deep breaths together 
. . . If she saw you were upset, she’d say, ‘Is 
it time for three deep breaths?’ ’’ 

Alice’s tremendous goodwill and devotion to 
Shelter Island is why she is mourned now and 
her memory fondly cherished. She was always 
willing to lend a hand or contribute to a wide 
range of educational and environmental char-
ities, such as Shelter Island’s library, historical 
society, and of course, its garden club. 

On behalf of a grateful community, Mr. 
Speaker, I thank Alice Fiske for her many en-
during contributions to Long Island’s East End, 
where she will always be celebrated and af-
fectionately remembered as the Lady of the 
Manor. 

f 

RUSSIA AND THE G–8 

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2006 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, as the G–8 meets in 
St. Petersburg this weekend to discuss impor-
tant international issues, we should be mindful 
that the host nation Russia hardly deserves to 
be included in this accomplished group. The 
seven other participating countries are mature 
democracies with proven market economies 
that use the rule of law as the basis for civil 
society and display mutual respect across bor-
ders. 
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