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engaging in wars of aggression for empire 
and economic gain, lest we lose our national 
soul. And the war in Iraq is exactly the kind 
of war our Nation’s leaders once cautioned 
against.’’ 

The hunger strike will continue through-
out the summer. ‘‘This fast has obviously 
touched a chord with the public,’’ said 
CODEPINK cofounder Medea Benjamin. ‘‘We 
thought there might be 3 or 4 of us fasting, 
and it is more like 3,000. Every day hundreds 
of new people are signing up for the fast. 
Some communities are doing rolling fasts, 
each person taking a day. This is sparking a 
new level of commitment to get out of Iraq.’’ 

For more information, please see 
www.troopshomefast.org or meet the fasters 
in front of the White House at 10–11 a.m. or 
5–7 p.m. 

Support War Resisters! For the first time 
in the Iraq war, an officer in the U.S. Mili-
tary, Lt. Ehren Watada, has publicly refused 
orders and will be brought to court-martial 
this summer. Click here for ways to show 
your solidarity and here to read a letter 
from Carolyn, Ehren’s mom, and find out 
more about his case. You can also support 
Army Specialist Suzanne Swift, who suffered 
sexual harassment at the hands of her com-
manding officers and refused to return to 
Iraq. Click here for more info. 

Declaration of Peace! We urge you to sign 
The Declaration of Peace, a pledge to take 
action against the war during September 21– 
28 if a peace plan is not established by that 
time. Declaration signers will take part in 
nonviolent action, marches, rallies, dem-
onstrations, interfaith services, candlelight 
vigils and other creative ways to declare 
peace at the US Capitol and in cities across 
the US. Click here to sign the Declaration 
and learn more. 

Mothers Declare Peace on Mother’s Day! 
CODEPINK’s 24–hour Mother’s Day peace 
vigil was an amazing soulful, painful and 
joyful gathering. Cindy Sheehan, Susan 
Sarandon, Patch Adams, Dick Gregory, and 
Iraqi and Iranian mothers joined with moth-
ers and others from all over the country to 
create a magical pink presence at the White 
House. Click here to see the media coverage 
& video, read our blogs and see the most 
beautiful photos imaginable! And click here 
to see reports from solidarity events that 
happened around the country. 

CODEPINK Takes Out Ads in Iraqi papers! 
On Monday, May 15, CODEPINK placed ads 
in 8 Iraqi newspapers calling for Americans 
and Iraqis to work together, in a non-violent 
fashion, to end the occupation and bloodshed 
in Iraq. People in 99 cities generously funded 
this ad campaign. The Iraqi response has 
been tremendous, with hundreds of Iraqis 
calling the newspapers saying how excited 
they are to see this ad and how it gives them 
great hope. Click here to see the ad. Click 
here to see the Arabic website Esteklal 
(which means independence). To see the 
press release about this ad, click here. 

Stop Nuclear War With Iran! We weren’t 
able to stop the last war, but we must stop 
the next one . . . NOW! The United Nations, 
which is mandated to uphold international 
law, must speak out against the Bush Ad-
ministration’s plans. Let’s send a collective 
letter to Secretary General Kofi Annan im-
ploring him to denounce this threat and call 
for a diplomatic solution. Click here to sign 
on and/or send your own, and pass it to 
friends and family around the world. Let’s 
let the Bush administration and Kofi Annan 
know that the world is demanding an end to 
this madness! 

Support Iraqi Women: The US invasion of 
Iraq has moved Iraq from a secular to a more 

religious—and violent—society where wom-
en’s rights are being curtailed. Read our re-
port Iraqi Women Under Siege and recent ar-
ticles about women in Iraq. Click here to see 
the blogs, photos and media articles of the 
Iraqi Women’s Tour to the US. Donate to our 
efforts to support Iraqi women. 

Women—& Male Allies—Say NO To War! 
Sign here to join women and men from 
around the world who are coming together to 
SAY NO TO WAR. We are creating a massive 
movement crossing generations, races, 
ethnicities, religions, and borders to pressure 
our governments, the United Nations, the 
Arab League, and other international leaders 
to negotiate a political settlement to the 
war in Iraq. 

Bring Our Guard Home Now! With over 70 
000 National Guard troops deployed to Iraq, 
our homefront has been left vulnerable in 
the face of natural disasters like Hurricane 
Katrina. In response, CODEPINK is working 
with a coalition of peace groups to seek the 
immediate withdrawal of all National Guard 
troops from Iraq. At least twelve states are 
petitioning their governors to bring home 
our Guard! Click here to find out how you 
can join this effort and start a working 
group in your state! 

Hurricane Katrina CODEPINK is now in 
New Orleans, working with the Common 
Ground Collective, the People’s Institute for 
Survival & Beyond, various grassroots orga-
nizations and local neighborhood groups. We 
are part of an active movement to rebuild 
and revision the city, standing in solidarity 
with residents to strengthen their commu-
nities and take their cities back! We invite 
you to come down to participate in this mas-
sive and historic effort to rebuild this beau-
tiful city from the bottom up and the inside 
out. Click here for more info, join our up-
coming work brigade this summer and read 
Dana Balicki’s blogs from New Orleans! 
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THE NEED FOR AN INCREASED 
NATIONAL FOCUS ON RAIL AND 
TRANSIT SECURITY 

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2006 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, the terrible 
events of 9/11 brought intense scrutiny to se-
curity on our nation’s aviation system and led 
Congress to enact significant measures to 
strengthen security both on airplanes and 
throughout airports. However, this same level 
of scrutiny has simply not been extended to 
the other transportation modes in our nation, 
particularly railroads and public transit sys-
tems. 

Even though transit and rail systems 
throughout the world have been the targets of 
deadly terror attacks, including the London 
subway system a year ago this month and the 
rail system in Bombay, India, just yesterday, 
the Bush Administration seems guilty of the 
same lack of anticipatory thinking that plagued 
our approach to aviation security prior to 9/11. 

In fact, as has happened so often in our na-
tion’s history, public voices calling attention to 
the inadequate security provided for railroads 
and public transit appear to be warning of a 
problem in plain sight that is essentially being 
ignored by officials whose basic plan is appar-
ently to hope that nothing happens. 

In July of last year, the Secretary of the De-
partment of Homeland Security articulated the 
Bush Administration’s general indifference to 
security on transit systems when he an-
nounced that our nation’s public transit sys-
tems should expect to bear most of the costs 
of funding security improvements themselves. 
At that time, the Secretary dismissed the idea 
that a terror strike on a transit system could 
produce ‘‘catastrophic consequences’’ by say-
ing ‘‘a bomb in a subway car may kill 30 peo-
ple.’’ 

Under pressure, Secretary Chertoff backed 
away from his statement. However, the Bush 
Administration appears to have continued its 
policy of essentially leaving to public transit 
systems and to railroads much of the financial 
burden associated with providing any security 
enhancements on these systems. 

Thus, in fiscal year 2006, the federal gov-
ernment appropriated just $150 million in se-
curity grants to be divided among transit inter-
city passenger rail, and freight rail systems. 
This is the same amount provided in fiscal 
year 2005. 

In fact, federal grants for transit and railroad 
security since 9/11 have totaled just over $550 
million. By comparison, the Congressional Re-
search Service reports that the federal govern-
ment has spent nearly $20 billion on aviation 
security since September 11, 2001. As evi-
denced by this funding disparity, national 
focus has been almost exclusively on aviation 
security despite the fact that almost 7 times 
more people use public transportation on a 
daily basis than fly on airplanes. 

Perhaps not surprisingly given the lack of 
focus, the inadequacy of federal funding has 
been accompanied by repeated failures on the 
part of the Department of Homeland Security 
to develop comprehensive risk assessments 
and mode-specific security plans as docu-
mented by several GAO studies and now by 
a study written by the Democratic Members of 
the Committee on Homeland Security. 

I strongly support the Rail and Public Trans-
portation Security Act of 2006, H.R. 5714, as 
well as other measures that would strength rail 
and transit security in our Nation. It is simply 
incomprehensible to me that Congress has not 
yet considered and passed these measures 
that would close gaping holes in our transit se-
curity system and significantly increase fund-
ing for security grant programs. 

Mr. Speaker, while it will not be possible to 
protect our transit and rail systems from every 
possible terror threat, we are not yet doing all 
that we can to make these systems as safe as 
possible. Our failure to anticipate the unthink-
able before 9/11 led to the tragic death of 
3,000 innocent Americans. It is past time that 
we act to secure our public transit and rail 
systems before another unthinkable act leads 
to the deaths of more innocent Americans. 

f 

GLOBAL WARMING: PARTICU-
LARLY HARMFUL TO PEOPLE OF 
COLOR 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 13, 2006 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD a 
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letter that I received from the United Church of 
Christ which I believe is worth our contempla-
tion because of its sincere efforts to generate 
greater awareness and understanding in the 
international and domestic communities dis-
proportionately affected by current environ-
mental problems. 

The earth’s climate has changed over the 
last century. This change has had deleterious 
effects on the world community, but more so 
on poor communities who have high con-
centrations of people of color. Communities of 
color are burdened with poor air quality and 
are twice as likely to be uninsured than 
whites. Yet these communities will become 
even more vulnerable to climate-change re-
lated respiratory ailments, heat-related illness 
and death, and illness from insect-carried dis-
eases. A study conducted by the Congres-
sional Black Caucus substantiated his claim 
by pointing out that in every single one of the 
44 major metropolitan areas in the U.S., 
Blacks are more likely than Whites to be ex-
posed to higher air toxic concentrations. 

Although people of color are less respon-
sible for climate change, ironically they will be 
made to suffer the most from it. We should not 
avoid the issue of race, class and gender 
when it comes to serious discussions about 
the environment. The inclusion of race, class 
and gender doesn’t take us away from the 
issue, but helps make the issue more com-
prehensive and complete. 

The impact of climate change has not been 
addressed or assessed specifically for people 
of color. As we continue to seek solutions to 
this ever growing and changing problem, we 
must seek to ensure that the rights of all peo-
ples are met regardless of race, class or gen-
der. I enter into the RECORD this letter written 
by the United Church of Christ on this impor-
tant issue. As we continue to strive or a clean-
er world and environment, we must also strive 
to protect those most vulnerable to hurt. 
[From Witness for Justice #274, June 26, 2006] 

GLOBAL WARMING: HARMFUL TO ALL, BUT 
SOME MORE THAN OTHERS 
(By C.J. Correa Bernier) 

The international dimensions of environ-
mental problems are becoming the center of 
attention as they gain center-stage in de-
bates concerning the future of our planet. 
The range of issues being discussed is exten-
sive, but global warming seems to be a com-
mon subject in most conversations. The co-
existence of environmentalism and economic 
development and the need for cooperation, 
fairness and equity among countries seems 
to be one of the major questions. 

In the midst of our global environmental 
conversations we must keep in mind that the 
activities of human society, on a broad scale, 
are harmful to all, but to some more than 
others. In the case of global warming, we suf-
fer along with the planet but for island na-
tions that will disappear, or for indigenous 
communities, it is not an ‘‘environmental 
problem,’’ it is the literal destruction of 
their environment, history, legacy and lives. 

In the United States, communities of color 
are also drastically affected. A recent report 
notes the disproportionate corelation be-
tween African Americans in the U.S. and cli-
mate change. The report argues that African 
Americans are less responsible for climate 
change, but suffer more from the health im-
pacts. 

In 1987 the existence of a nationwide pat-
tern of disproportionate environmental risk 

based on race was demonstrated for the U.S. 
This evidence challenged the U.S. environ-
mental movement to recognize its tendency 
to ignore issues of race, class and gender 
when setting agendas for social action. 
Today the mainstream environmental com-
munity is involved in serious discussions 
about how to frame the eco-justice issues 
along with those dealing with environment 
justice or environmental racism, but, to look 
at the issue of global warming as one that is 
in opposition to those confronted by the en-
vironmental justice movement will be a mis-
take. 

The global environmental justice move-
ment compels us to rethink our under-
standing of global environmental problems 
and existing proposals to solve them. Justice 
is an essential demand, in the aftermath of 
historic, systematic discrimination and dis-
proportionate environmental degradation of 
those on the margins. 

If we look at global warming as an issue of 
human rights and environmental justice we 
will be able to see the connection between 
the local and the global. Rising temperatures 
are already affecting the lives of millions of 
humans, particularly in people of color, low- 
income, and indigenous communities. The 
health of many has been already com-
promised, their financial reality has become 
a burden, and their social and cultural lives 
have been disrupted. As we dialogue, re-
search and seek solutions to our climate and 
energy problems we must seek to ensure the 
right of all people to live, work, play, and 
pray in safe, healthy, and clean environ-
ments. We must envision a transition to a 
future that protects the most vulnerable 
from the impacts of climate. 

f 

CONDEMNING THE ATTACKS ON 
ISRAEL BY HEZBOLLAH AND 
HAMAS 

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2006 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to condemn the terrorist groups 
Hezbollah and Hamas and their continuing 
brutal attacks against the people of Israel. 

Hezbollah took the lives of eight Israeli De-
fense Forces soldiers and captured two others 
on the Israel-Lebanon border earlier this week. 
This is the same terrorist group which took the 
lives of 257 Americans in the bombing of the 
U.S. Embassy and Marine barracks in Beirut 
26 years ago. 

The contrast between Lebanon and Israel is 
stark. Lebanon not only tolerates terrorists, it 
harbors and supports them. Lebanon has bla-
tantly and purposefully disregarded U.N. Res-
olutions and diplomatic requests to disarm 
Hezbollah and to bring to justice the terrorist 
leaders. On the other hand, Israel has com-
plied with the U.N. charter, and has had its 
forces withdrawn from Lebanon since May 
2000. This latest attack was completely 
unprovoked; in fact, Hezbollah leaders claimed 
that it had been planned for months. Clearly, 
the purpose of this latest attack is to perpet-
uate the violence in the region. 

An estimated 100 million dollars per year in 
weaponry and other support is sent from 
Tehran through Damascus to supply 
Hezbollah. The government of Lebanon takes 

a hands-off approach towards this continued 
violence. The Syrian and Iranian governments 
should be condemned for their support of the 
Hezbollah and Hamas terrorist organizations. 

It is time for the world community to take 
action against Hezbollah and the nations that 
support it. The United States must also not 
allow the Iranian government to use this latest 
bloodshed as a diverting tactic against U.S. at-
tention from their unrestricted nuclear pro-
gram. 

With the killing of Israeli soldiers and the 
kidnapping of Cpl. Gilad Shalit by Hamas, the 
timing of Hezbollah’s incursion and kidnapping 
raises grave suspicions and increases the ex-
isting tension in the region. 

Israel is in a difficult position, for it must 
deal with state-sponsored terrorism involving 
the Palestinian, Lebanese, Iranian and Syrian 
governments. In response to these brutal at-
tacks, Israel clearly has the right to defend 
herseIf. Like every sovereign nation, Israel is 
clearly justified in taking the actions necessary 
to safeguard its territory and its people. 

My thoughts are prayers are with the fami-
lies/and loved ones of the kidnapped Israeli 
soldiers at this difficult time. 

f 

CELEBRATING A LONG AND 
WONDERFUL LIFE 

HON. LINCOLN DAVIS 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2006 

Mr. DAVIS of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to offer my sincerest regards to Ms. 
Ruth Johns McCluskey in Knoxville, Ten-
nessee. Ms. McCluskey will be celebrating her 
100th birthday on July 28, 2006. 

Ms. McCluskey, born in Smyrna, Ten-
nessee, attended grade school at the Green-
wood School in Old Jefferson Community. 
After graduating from Smyrna High School she 
attended Tennessee Normal School for 
Women—now Middle Tennessee State Uni-
versity. After receiving her degree she em-
barked upon the field of education and taught 
grades 1–8 in Crossville, Tennessee. It was 
during this time that she met her future hus-
band, Rev. Joe McCluskey, a fellow teacher. 
During their marriage they had two children: 
Ruth and Joe. 

Today, Ms. McCluskey stays active and en-
gaged by reading the daily paper, magazines, 
and as many books as she can get her hands 
on. Ever the extrovert she enjoys playing 
bridge and cards with her friends and family. 

I wish Ms. McCluskey the best, and may 
God continue to bless her. 

f 

ABA LAW STUDENT TAX CHAL-
LENGE—NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF LAW 
STUDENTS PLACE SECOND 

HON. DONALD A. MANZULLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2006 

Mr. MANZULLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize two Northern Illinois University, 
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