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letter that I received from the United Church of 
Christ which I believe is worth our contempla-
tion because of its sincere efforts to generate 
greater awareness and understanding in the 
international and domestic communities dis-
proportionately affected by current environ-
mental problems. 

The earth’s climate has changed over the 
last century. This change has had deleterious 
effects on the world community, but more so 
on poor communities who have high con-
centrations of people of color. Communities of 
color are burdened with poor air quality and 
are twice as likely to be uninsured than 
whites. Yet these communities will become 
even more vulnerable to climate-change re-
lated respiratory ailments, heat-related illness 
and death, and illness from insect-carried dis-
eases. A study conducted by the Congres-
sional Black Caucus substantiated his claim 
by pointing out that in every single one of the 
44 major metropolitan areas in the U.S., 
Blacks are more likely than Whites to be ex-
posed to higher air toxic concentrations. 

Although people of color are less respon-
sible for climate change, ironically they will be 
made to suffer the most from it. We should not 
avoid the issue of race, class and gender 
when it comes to serious discussions about 
the environment. The inclusion of race, class 
and gender doesn’t take us away from the 
issue, but helps make the issue more com-
prehensive and complete. 

The impact of climate change has not been 
addressed or assessed specifically for people 
of color. As we continue to seek solutions to 
this ever growing and changing problem, we 
must seek to ensure that the rights of all peo-
ples are met regardless of race, class or gen-
der. I enter into the RECORD this letter written 
by the United Church of Christ on this impor-
tant issue. As we continue to strive or a clean-
er world and environment, we must also strive 
to protect those most vulnerable to hurt. 
[From Witness for Justice #274, June 26, 2006] 

GLOBAL WARMING: HARMFUL TO ALL, BUT 
SOME MORE THAN OTHERS 
(By C.J. Correa Bernier) 

The international dimensions of environ-
mental problems are becoming the center of 
attention as they gain center-stage in de-
bates concerning the future of our planet. 
The range of issues being discussed is exten-
sive, but global warming seems to be a com-
mon subject in most conversations. The co-
existence of environmentalism and economic 
development and the need for cooperation, 
fairness and equity among countries seems 
to be one of the major questions. 

In the midst of our global environmental 
conversations we must keep in mind that the 
activities of human society, on a broad scale, 
are harmful to all, but to some more than 
others. In the case of global warming, we suf-
fer along with the planet but for island na-
tions that will disappear, or for indigenous 
communities, it is not an ‘‘environmental 
problem,’’ it is the literal destruction of 
their environment, history, legacy and lives. 

In the United States, communities of color 
are also drastically affected. A recent report 
notes the disproportionate corelation be-
tween African Americans in the U.S. and cli-
mate change. The report argues that African 
Americans are less responsible for climate 
change, but suffer more from the health im-
pacts. 

In 1987 the existence of a nationwide pat-
tern of disproportionate environmental risk 

based on race was demonstrated for the U.S. 
This evidence challenged the U.S. environ-
mental movement to recognize its tendency 
to ignore issues of race, class and gender 
when setting agendas for social action. 
Today the mainstream environmental com-
munity is involved in serious discussions 
about how to frame the eco-justice issues 
along with those dealing with environment 
justice or environmental racism, but, to look 
at the issue of global warming as one that is 
in opposition to those confronted by the en-
vironmental justice movement will be a mis-
take. 

The global environmental justice move-
ment compels us to rethink our under-
standing of global environmental problems 
and existing proposals to solve them. Justice 
is an essential demand, in the aftermath of 
historic, systematic discrimination and dis-
proportionate environmental degradation of 
those on the margins. 

If we look at global warming as an issue of 
human rights and environmental justice we 
will be able to see the connection between 
the local and the global. Rising temperatures 
are already affecting the lives of millions of 
humans, particularly in people of color, low- 
income, and indigenous communities. The 
health of many has been already com-
promised, their financial reality has become 
a burden, and their social and cultural lives 
have been disrupted. As we dialogue, re-
search and seek solutions to our climate and 
energy problems we must seek to ensure the 
right of all people to live, work, play, and 
pray in safe, healthy, and clean environ-
ments. We must envision a transition to a 
future that protects the most vulnerable 
from the impacts of climate. 
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CONDEMNING THE ATTACKS ON 
ISRAEL BY HEZBOLLAH AND 
HAMAS 

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2006 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to condemn the terrorist groups 
Hezbollah and Hamas and their continuing 
brutal attacks against the people of Israel. 

Hezbollah took the lives of eight Israeli De-
fense Forces soldiers and captured two others 
on the Israel-Lebanon border earlier this week. 
This is the same terrorist group which took the 
lives of 257 Americans in the bombing of the 
U.S. Embassy and Marine barracks in Beirut 
26 years ago. 

The contrast between Lebanon and Israel is 
stark. Lebanon not only tolerates terrorists, it 
harbors and supports them. Lebanon has bla-
tantly and purposefully disregarded U.N. Res-
olutions and diplomatic requests to disarm 
Hezbollah and to bring to justice the terrorist 
leaders. On the other hand, Israel has com-
plied with the U.N. charter, and has had its 
forces withdrawn from Lebanon since May 
2000. This latest attack was completely 
unprovoked; in fact, Hezbollah leaders claimed 
that it had been planned for months. Clearly, 
the purpose of this latest attack is to perpet-
uate the violence in the region. 

An estimated 100 million dollars per year in 
weaponry and other support is sent from 
Tehran through Damascus to supply 
Hezbollah. The government of Lebanon takes 

a hands-off approach towards this continued 
violence. The Syrian and Iranian governments 
should be condemned for their support of the 
Hezbollah and Hamas terrorist organizations. 

It is time for the world community to take 
action against Hezbollah and the nations that 
support it. The United States must also not 
allow the Iranian government to use this latest 
bloodshed as a diverting tactic against U.S. at-
tention from their unrestricted nuclear pro-
gram. 

With the killing of Israeli soldiers and the 
kidnapping of Cpl. Gilad Shalit by Hamas, the 
timing of Hezbollah’s incursion and kidnapping 
raises grave suspicions and increases the ex-
isting tension in the region. 

Israel is in a difficult position, for it must 
deal with state-sponsored terrorism involving 
the Palestinian, Lebanese, Iranian and Syrian 
governments. In response to these brutal at-
tacks, Israel clearly has the right to defend 
herseIf. Like every sovereign nation, Israel is 
clearly justified in taking the actions necessary 
to safeguard its territory and its people. 

My thoughts are prayers are with the fami-
lies/and loved ones of the kidnapped Israeli 
soldiers at this difficult time. 

f 

CELEBRATING A LONG AND 
WONDERFUL LIFE 

HON. LINCOLN DAVIS 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2006 

Mr. DAVIS of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to offer my sincerest regards to Ms. 
Ruth Johns McCluskey in Knoxville, Ten-
nessee. Ms. McCluskey will be celebrating her 
100th birthday on July 28, 2006. 

Ms. McCluskey, born in Smyrna, Ten-
nessee, attended grade school at the Green-
wood School in Old Jefferson Community. 
After graduating from Smyrna High School she 
attended Tennessee Normal School for 
Women—now Middle Tennessee State Uni-
versity. After receiving her degree she em-
barked upon the field of education and taught 
grades 1–8 in Crossville, Tennessee. It was 
during this time that she met her future hus-
band, Rev. Joe McCluskey, a fellow teacher. 
During their marriage they had two children: 
Ruth and Joe. 

Today, Ms. McCluskey stays active and en-
gaged by reading the daily paper, magazines, 
and as many books as she can get her hands 
on. Ever the extrovert she enjoys playing 
bridge and cards with her friends and family. 

I wish Ms. McCluskey the best, and may 
God continue to bless her. 

f 

ABA LAW STUDENT TAX CHAL-
LENGE—NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF LAW 
STUDENTS PLACE SECOND 

HON. DONALD A. MANZULLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2006 

Mr. MANZULLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize two Northern Illinois University, 
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