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SENATE—Friday, July 14, 2006 
The Senate met at 9:45 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable JOHN-
NY ISAKSON, a Senator from the State 
of Georgia. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, the fountain of joy, 

we thank You for our legislative lead-
ers. We are grateful for their dedica-
tion to freedom’s cause, for their desire 
to do Your will, and for their faith in 
Your sovereign leading. 

Bless and keep them in their varied 
endeavors. Give them patience to 
achieve, humility to listen, wisdom to 
decide, diligence to lead, and love to 
act with compassion. Keep them alert 
to the needs of our times. 

And, Lord, bring peace to our world. 
We pray in Your holy Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable JOHNNY ISAKSON led 
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. STEVENS). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, July 14, 2006. 

To the Senate: 
Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable JOHNNY ISAKSON, a 
Senator from the State of Georgia, to per-
form the duties of the Chair. 

TED STEVENS, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. ISAKSON thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there 
will now be a period for the transaction 
of morning business, with Senators 

permitted to speak for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, we will 
have a period for the transaction of 
morning business this morning. Sen-
ators are reminded that we will begin 
the stem cell debate on Monday. Last 
night, we reached an agreement to al-
locate debate time in blocks, alter-
nating back and forth between the ma-
jority and minority sides of the aisle. 
We will begin that debate on Monday 
at 12:30 p.m. and continue through 
Tuesday afternoon. Then we will pro-
ceed to votes on those bills—as a re-
minder, we have three bills and each of 
those three bills will have a 60-vote 
threshold—beginning at 3:45 p.m. on 
Tuesday. Those will be the first votes 
of the week. 

The issue of stem cell research is one 
this body has debated in the past, but 
what I hope we have been able to struc-
ture, in consultation with the Demo-
cratic side of the aisle, is a way to have 
a very good debate on what is a very 
complicated issue, both from a science 
standpoint and from an ethical and 
moral standpoint. It really does cause 
and force, in some ways, each of us as 
100 Members of this body—but equally 
the American people—to go back and 
address an issue which is the first 
major moral, ethical, and scientific di-
lemma, challenge before us in the 21st 
century. And it is a tough issue. It is 
something, as a physician, as a sci-
entist, I have spent a lot of time with, 
as a transplant surgeon when we are 
moving tissues around all the time—a 
heart, a lung, which I routinely trans-
planted before coming here. 

It is a tough issue. It involves issues 
of life and death and promises of new 
cures for diabetes, Alzheimer’s, Parkin-
son’s. We have been prone, in this body 
and every legislative body, to over-
statement, overpromising. I am very 
hopeful that the debate, the way we 
have it structured and giving people 
time to prepare for it, will help educate 
this body, help educate the American 
people on an issue that is not going to 
go away—not just stem cells but as we 
look at the various challenges that are 
opened by the Human Genome Project, 
a very successful project 15 years ago, 
finished about 5 years ago on this 

floor—and opens up all concerns of eth-
ical debates. 

No matter whether people like it, no 
matter how hard it is, it is very impor-
tant that this body become very com-
fortable in dealing with issues of ad-
vancing science and the great progress, 
the new opportunities we can make, 
whether it is addressing our 60 percent 
dependence on foreign sources of oil or 
looking at the great advances in health 
care and capturing the hopes and prom-
ise of new therapies. Whether it is ge-
netic, biological stem cells, or the like 
means, we are going to have to do a 
good job in educating ourselves, devel-
oping that understanding, being com-
fortable talking about advances in 
science. 

Science used to advance like this, 
then this, and in the 21st century, 
science is advancing like this. We, rep-
resenting the American people, have 
that responsibility to define that ad-
vancing science and where it crosses 
with ethics and morality. 

It is going to be a challenging debate, 
a good debate. I think the American 
people will pay attention, and I know 
our colleagues are working very hard 
on that particular issue. 

Last night in closing, I proposed a 
unanimous consent agreement on the 
Water Resources Development Act, the 
so-called WRDA Act, a bill I feel very 
strongly we do need to bring to the 
floor. Chairman INHOFE has done a tre-
mendous job in packaging the bill so 
that we can address the various issues 
with, I believe, nine amendments in the 
unanimous consent request. The Demo-
cratic leader has objected to that re-
quest, but I am very hopeful we will be 
able to address that agreement later 
today. 

f 

MEDICAL BREAKTHROUGH 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, let me 
comment on one other issue before 
yielding the floor. It has to do with 
medicine again. It has to do with an 
issue which is very close to my heart, 
which I first saw in 1981 before I ever 
thought about getting into politics or 
public policy or running for the Senate. 
I first saw this particular issue in the 
early 1980s. Nobody had seen it in this 
country until 1981. Nobody had seen it 
before 1981, which is not that long ago, 
25 years ago, but since that time, it 
killed 1 person, 3 people, 10 people, 1,000 
people, 1 million people, 5 million peo-
ple, 10 million people, 20 million peo-
ple—25 million people have died since I 
first saw it; that is, HIV/AIDS, a tiny 
virus. You can’t see it, touch it, taste 
it. We didn’t have it in America. We 
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