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CONGRATULATING II–VI 

INCORPORATED 

HON. MELISSA A. HART 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 17, 2006 

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate II–VI Incor-
porated, one of the leading high tech compa-
nies in southwestern Pennsylvania, as they 
celebrate the 35th anniversary of their found-
ing. 

In 1971, II–VI Inc. began by producing ma-
terials available for the manufacture of high- 
powered industrial CO2 laser optics. II–VI Inc. 
has grown into a global company with head-
quarters in Saxonburg, Pennsylvania. Today, 
CEO Carl Johnson carries on II–VI’s tradition 
of serving the needs of western Pennsylvania. 

More than 30 years after its founding, this 
western Pennsylvania-based company is rac-
ing to keep up with record demand for its in-
frared optics, radiation detection products and 
crystals used in laser and telecommunications 
equipment. The company was recently se-
lected as one of Businessweek’s Hot Growth 
Companies. 

I ask my colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives to join me in con-
gratulating II–VI Incorporated. It is an honor to 
represent the Fourth Congressional District of 
Pennsylvania and a pleasure to salute this 
wonderful company. 
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ON THE RESOLUTION HONORING 
WESLEY BROWN, THE FIRST AF-
RICAN AMERICAN GRADUATE OF 
THE U.S. NAVAL ACADEMY 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 17, 2006 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the first African American graduate of the U.S. 
Naval Academy and a venerable District of 
Columbia resident, Retired Lieutenant Com-
mander Wesley Brown. On the Fourth of July, 
I urged District residents to commemorate the 
day by celebrating the service of Wesley 
Brown as a tribute to his historic achievement 
and as a way of reminding the nation on this 
day of liberty that thousands of men like Wes-
ley Brown have served their country in the 
armed forces without equal representation in 
Congress and that the pending District of Co-
lumbia Fair and Equal House Voting Rights 
Act affords a way to begin to right this wrong. 

Wesley Brown is an alumnus of Dunbar 
High School, and upon graduation, entered 
the United States Naval Academy. There, he 
not only met the tough academic and military 
requirements to graduate from the Naval 
Academy in 1949, but also prevailed over ra-
cial discrimination and physical and mental 
abuse at the Academy. Mr. Brown served hon-
orably in World War II, the Korean War, and 
the Vietnam War. He retired from the Navy at 
the rank of lieutenant commander. In recogni-
tion of his achievement, the Academy named 
a building after Mr. Brown last year. His re-

markable life story is chronicled in the book 
‘‘Breaking the Color Barrier: The U.S. Naval 
Academy’s First Black Midshipmen and the 
Struggle for Racial Equality’’ by Robert 
Schneller. I am particularly and personally 
grateful to Mr. Brown, who chaired my first 
Service Academy Selection Board, which as-
sists me in nominating D.C. high school stu-
dents for appointments to the military acad-
emies, and remains Chairperson Emeritus. 

Wesley Brown has become a historical fig-
ure living among us. His graduation was a piv-
otal moment in the nation’s efforts to integrate 
the armed forces of the United States and to 
improve racial conditions. His leadership 
paved the way for over 1,600 African Ameri-
cans who have since graduated from the 
Naval Academy. Today, nearly 23 percent of 
the Academy’s students are from minority 
groups. 

Wesley Brown deserves special recognition 
for this pioneering accomplishment, and the 
service he rendered to the cause of equal 
treatment for all Americans by courageously 
accepting unusually difficult challenges for a 
young Black man before the armed forces 
themselves were integrated. He did so as gen-
erations of Washingtonians have done for the 
past 230 years in serving the Armed Forces of 
the United States, always without equal rep-
resentation in the Congress of the United 
States and always paying taxes without rep-
resentation, notwithstanding that this form of 
tyranny was one of the major causes of the 
War for Independence which led to the found-
ing of the United States of America. 

In the spirit of another great Washingtonian, 
Frederick Douglass, who challenged the na-
tion in a July 4th address to live up to its stat-
ed ideals of freedom and equality, I recognize 
and honor other District veterans and remind 
the nation of the necessity to pass H.R. 5388, 
the Fair and Equal House Voting Rights Act 
which would afford the full vote in the House 
of Representatives for the first time in Amer-
ican history. Passage of this legislation would 
be the optimal way to recognize the service of 
Mr. Brown, D.C. residents who are currently 
serving in Iraq and Afghanistan, and the 
44,000 D.C. veterans who have honorably 
served our nation in the United States Armed 
Forces. 
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IN SUPPORT OF MAINTAINING 
NEUTRALITY WITH REGARD TO 
THE PEACE NEGOTIATIONS BE-
TWEEN AZERBAIJAN AND ARME-
NIA 

HON. DAN BURTON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 17, 2006 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, in the 
weeks leading up to the G–8 summit, there 
was some speculation that the leaders of 
Azerbaijan and Armenia might be invited to at-
tend the summit as an incentive to help spur 
further progress on peace negotiations be-
tween the two countries over the Nagorno- 
Karabakh issue. Unfortunately, it appears that 
that did not happen; and I am deeply dis-
appointed that the world has missed the op-

portunity this summit offered to help promote 
peace in a region which has been in conflict 
for far too long. 

Although, in my opinion, a good opportunity 
to advance peace has been lost, I have not 
lost hope that, together with other nations, we 
can help Azerbaijan and Armenia achieve 
peace, and settle once and for all the issue of 
Nagorno-Karabakh, which I believe has signifi-
cantly stunted the development of both nations 
as well as the broader region. 

In 1992, the Commission on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe—CSCE—now the Or-
ganization for Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope—OSCE—created the Minsk Group, a co-
alition of member states dedicated to facili-
tating a peaceful resolution of the conflict. The 
co-chairs of the Minsk Group—Russia, 
France, and the United States—have served 
as mediators, trying to work in close and ef-
fective cooperation with all parties towards a 
fair and effective settlement of the issues. 

I believe though that our success and credi-
bility as a mediator stems from the policy of 
never appearing to favor one nation’s claims 
over the other. I believe that even the modest 
steps towards peace which we have wit-
nessed, are a direct result of this neutrality. 
According to the United States State Depart-
ment’s 2005 Fact Sheet: ‘‘The United States 
does not recognize Nagorno-Karabakh as an 
independent country, and its leadership is not 
recognized internationally or by the United 
States. The United States supports the terri-
torial integrity of Azerbaijan and holds that the 
future status of Nagorno-Karabakh is a matter 
of negotiation between the parties.’’ This has 
been the policy of the United States towards 
this issue through both the Clinton and Bush 
administrations, and it is important in my opin-
ion that it remains the same. Any outside influ-
ence, any shift in neutrality can only result in 
a false peace. That is why I am deeply con-
cerned when I hear some of my colleagues 
throwing barbs at the Azeris and attempting to 
lay all the blame for this complicated issue at 
their doorstep. 

For example, one of my colleagues once 
said, ‘‘I have long supported the right of self- 
determination for the people of Nagorno- 
Karabakh and greatly admire the efforts of the 
people of this historically Armenian region to 
build democracy and a market economy in the 
face of hostility from Azerbaijan.’’ So far as I 
know, the Nagorno-Karabakh region has never 
been a part of Armenia. To suggest otherwise, 
and to suggest that the problems in Nagorno- 
Karabakh are caused solely by Azerbaijan 
seem to me to distort the facts and potentially 
undermine our good faith efforts to see this 
conflict resolved; and to see peace and pros-
perity come to the people of both Azerbaijan 
and Armenia. 

Mr. Speaker, I would encourage all of my 
colleagues to both maintain our neutrality in 
policy, and to also realize that choosing one 
side over the other at this point in time is a 
setback to peace, especially when the side 
they appear to be choosing may be distorting 
the facts for its own benefit. 
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