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Archbishop Bernard J. Sheil. The pair 
wed in 1941 and raised three children 
together. 

Anna May Hawekotte Smith was a 
woman of active faith. That was evi-
dent in her work on behalf of the 
Catholic Church, as well as in her calm 
acceptance of the hand of God in her 
own life. Anna May Hawekotte Smith 
did not fear change; she embraced it as 
an adventure and God’s will for her. 
Her daughter, Sheila Smith, said her 
mother was never afraid of seeing one 
door close because she trusted God 
would open a new door. Sheila remem-
bers a couple of years ago, when Anna 
May learned that Barat College would 
be closing its doors. She didn’t express 
anger or frustration. Instead, she told 
her daughter that it was time to focus 
on a new venture: the Barat Education 
Foundation. The foundation, created in 
2000, would carry on the legacy of the 
school where she had spent so many 
years. 

In 1969, Anna May’s husband Charles 
passed away. Sheila remembers an 
evening shortly after her father died. 
She was sitting in the kitchen with her 
mother when Frank Sinatra’s classic 
song, ‘‘My Way’’ came on the radio. 
Anna May told her daughter that, 
though she had been comfortable in her 
life, she had often done what was ex-
pected of her and what other people 
wanted. Widowed now, at the age of 54, 
she was free to make her own deci-
sions, to live her life her way. 

Anna May accepted a teaching posi-
tion at Sangamon State University, 
now the University of Illinois Spring-
field, in 1973 and remained a member of 
the university faculty until her retire-
ment in 1985. Today, a scholarship in 
her name recognizes Anna May’s com-
mitment to the advancement of 
women. 

Following her retirement, Anna May 
moved back to Chicago, where she be-
came assistant director for job develop-
ment programs at the Northern Illinois 
National Multiple Sclerosis Society. 
Throughout her life, she also supported 
social justice causes ranging from civil 
rights to women’s rights. 

Mr. President, this Friday, July 21, 
on what would have been Anna May’s 
91st birthday, her friends and family 
will gather at a memorial service at 
Barat College Chapel to remember and 
honor this remarkable woman. In the 
words of her family, Anna May 
Hawekotte Smith was more than a life-
long learner, she was a lifelong doer. 
All of us who knew her recall her not 
only with fondness but with great ad-
miration. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with all 
of those whom she loved and who loved 
her, especially her children, Charles 
Smith, Sheila Smith, and Catherine 
Smith Wilson; her two brothers; and 
her six grandchildren. 

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 2005 

Mr SMITH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak about the need for hate 
crimes legislation. Each Congress, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduce hate 
crimes legislation that would add new 
categories to current hate crimes law, 
sending a signal that violence of any 
kind is unacceptable in our society. 
Likewise, each Congress I have come to 
the floor to highlight a separate hate 
crime that has occurred in our coun-
try. 

On July 15, 2006, in Chicago, IL, a gay 
man was attacked by Marquell Shepard 
after leaving a local bar. Shepard ap-
proached the man, berating him with 
sexually derogatory slurs. Shepard 
then physically assaulted him and fled 
the scene. He was soon picked up by po-
lice and charged with a felony hate 
crime. 

I believe that the Government’s first 
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend 
them against the harms that come out 
of hate. The Local Law Enforcement 
Enhancement Act is a symbol that can 
become substance. I believe that by 
passing this legislation and changing 
current law, we can change hearts and 
minds as well. 

f 

SPACE SHUTTLE ‘‘DISCOVERY’’ 
STS–121 MISSION 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, yesterday, July 17, 2006, marked 
the successful conclusion of the STS– 
121 space shuttle Discovery mission 
with its safe landing at the Kennedy 
Space Center in Florida. This 13-day 
mission was the 115th shuttle mission 
and the 18th to visit the International 
Space Station. STS–121 satisfied its 
‘‘return to flight’’ objectives by flight 
testing improvements to the shuttle 
and testing on-orbit shuttle repair pro-
cedures. This flight provided more than 
28,000 pounds of equipment and supplies 
to the space station and enabled its 
number of occupants to grow to three. 
STS–121 included three important 
spacewalks and laid the groundwork 
for the continued assembly, and ulti-
mately doubling in size, of the space 
station. 

I applaud the bravery, expertise, and 
accomplishments of the STS–121 crew— 
Commander Steven Lindsey, Pilot 
Mark Kelly, and Mission Specialists 
Michael Fossum, Lisa Nowak, Thomas 
Reiter, Piers Sellers, and Stephanie 
Wilson. This successful mission is a 
testament to the thousands of people 
who work on the space shuttle and 
space station programs. 

Mr. President, we must continue 
with our plans to fly the space shuttle 
in order to complete the construction 
of the International Space Station. 
Equally important, we must work to-
gether to preserve the workforce that 
will soon become the backbone of the 
new crew exploration vehicle and the 
next human space project. 

VOTING RIGHTS ACT 
REAUTHORIZATION 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, more 
than 2 months ago I joined the Chair-
men of both the Senate and House Ju-
diciary Committees, the ranking mem-
ber of the House Judiciary Committee, 
the Democratic and Republican leaders 
of both the Senate and the House of 
Representatives, and Members of Con-
gress from both parties to introduce a 
bill to reauthorize and reinvigorate the 
temporary provisions of the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965. The bicameral, bi-
partisan introduction of this bill re-
flects not only its historic importance 
as a guarantor of the right to vote for 
all Americans, but also the broad con-
sensus that the expiring provisions 
must be extended this year without 
delay. Unfortunately, we in the Senate 
have been delayed in getting this bill 
to the Senate floor by repeated can-
cellations and postponements of com-
mittee hearings and markups. The bill 
was also delayed in the House of Rep-
resentatives for a month by a small 
group of opponents. Fortunately, the 
House was able to pass this legislation 
last week with 390 Members voting in 
favor. Now it is time for the Senate to 
do its part and pass this bill. 

At my request, the chairman of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee has 
agreed to hold a special executive busi-
ness session of the committee so that 
after a month of delay we can report 
out the Fannie Lou Hamer, Rosa Parks 
and Coretta Scott King Voting Rights 
Act Reauthorization and Amendments 
Act of 2006. I hope that this vital civil 
rights legislation will be ready for full 
Senate consideration without further 
delay and that we can proceed with de-
liberate speed to pass the House-passed 
bill so that it may become law before 
Congress takes its summer vacation. 

The U.S. Constitution specifically 
provides that Congress has the power 
to remedy discrimination under both 
the fourteenth and the fifteenth 
amendments. Over the course of nine 
Judiciary Committee hearings we re-
ceived testimony from a range of con-
stitutional scholars, voting rights ad-
vocates, and Supreme Court practi-
tioners. There was agreement among 
these witnesses that Congress is at the 
height of its powers when giving en-
forceable meaning to these amend-
ments by enacting laws that address 
racial discrimination in connection 
with voting. The fourteenth and fif-
teenth amendments have not changed. 
As long as these amendments are in 
our Constitution, Congress has the au-
thority to enforce them, especially on 
matters of racial discrimination in 
connection with the right to vote. 
These are matters of fundamental im-
portance. 

The Senate Judiciary Committee 
held several hearings this year on the 
continuing need for the provision of 
the Voting Rights Act that requires 
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