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there had been no interest in annexing them 
until just after the first-ever African-Amer-
ican candidate ran for Monroe city court. 
This is Debo P. Adegbile, ‘‘Voting Rights in 
Louisiana: 1982–2006,’’ RenewTheVRA.org at 
24. 

Pleasant Grove, Alabama was an all-white 
city with a long history of discrimination, 
located in an otherwise racially mixed part 
of Alabama. The city sought pre-clearance 
for two annexations, one for an area of white 
residents who wanted to attend the all-white 
Pleasant Grove school district instead of the 
desegregated Jefferson County school dis-
trict, the other for a parcel of land that was 
uninhabited at the time but where the city 
planned to build upper income housing that 
would likely be inhabited by whites only. At 
the same time, the city refused to annex to 
two predominantly black areas. The United 
States Supreme Court upheld the District 
Court’s denial of pre-clearance. This is from 
City of Pleasant Grove v. United States, 479 
U.S. 462, 1987. 

In 2003, the Department of Justice inter-
posed an objection to a proposed annexation 
in the Town of North, SC, because the town 
had ‘‘been racially selective in its response 
to both formal and informal annexation re-
quests.’’ DOJ found that ‘‘white petitioners 
have no difficulty in annexing their property 
to the town’’ while ‘‘town officials provide 
little, if any, information or assistance to 
black petitioners and often fail to respond to 
their requests, whether formal or informal, 
with the result that the annexation efforts of 
black persons fail.’’ Though the town argued 
that no formal attempts had been made by 
African-Americans to be annexed into the 
town, DOJ’s investigation revealed that at 
least one petition had been signed by a sig-
nificant number of African-American resi-
dents who sought annexation. The fact that 
the town ignored or was non-responsive to 
the requests of African-Americans, while ac-
commodating the requests of whites, led DOJ 
to determine that race was ‘‘an overriding 
factor in how the town responds to annex-
ation requests.’’ This is a Letter from R. 
Alexander Acosta, Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral, Civil Rights Division, U.S. Department 
of Justice, to H. Bruce Buckheister, Mayor, 
North, SC, September 16, 2003. 
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THE CRISIS IN THE MIDDLE-EAST 

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I 
stand firmly with the people of Israel 
and their government as they defend 
themselves against these outrageous 
attacks. The kidnapping of Israeli sol-
diers and missile attacks against 
Israeli citizens are unacceptable and 
cannot be tolerated. 

The first steps toward establishing 
peace must begin with the uncondi-
tional and immediate return of the kid-
napped Israeli soldiers. Lebanon, Syria, 
Iran, and countries throughout the re-
gion must also condemn the actions of 
and cease all forms of support of 
Hezbollah, Hamas, and other groups 
committed to blocking or derailing the 
pursuit of peace. These countries must 
take strong actions immediately to re-
turn stability to the region. 

Any sustainable peace depends on the 
cessation of support for terrorist orga-
nizations. U.N. resolutions have clearly 
articulated obligations and require-
ments of countries throughout the re-

gion. Iran and Syria must stop all sup-
port for Hezbollah and Hamas imme-
diately. 

That said, all sides to this conflict 
must show as much restraint as pos-
sible. It is in the long-term interest of 
peace that parties to this conflict find 
an end to this current crisis without 
damaging the prospects for a sustained 
and permanent solution to this con-
flict. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

HONORING DR. PETER ALAN 
MCDONALD 

∑ Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, today I, 
along with Senator CANTWELL, pay 
tribute to the life of a talented physi-
cian and respected citizen, Dr. Peter 
Alan McDonald, who passed away on 
June 15. I know he will be greatly 
missed in both Washington and his na-
tive Indiana. 

Peter has left a rich legacy through 
his efforts to better the lives of others. 
From his studies in mathematics and 
medicine at Indiana University to his 
well-known work as a gifted and effi-
cient emergency physician at St. Jo-
seph Hospital, he dedicated himself to 
ensuring the welfare of those around 
him. 

Peter’s boundless passion for life led 
him to excel in many fields beyond his 
profession. An active outdoorsman and 
athlete, he found great joy in hockey, 
windsurfing, boating, and fishing. Fam-
ily and friends may best remember 
Peter for his wonderful stories and 
sense of humor. He is survived by his 
wife, Kelli McDonald; his father, Alan 
McDonald; his mother, Mary 
Mandeville; his two brothers, Tom 
McDonald and Jeff McDonald; and his 
sister, Linda Frank. 

While it is a tragedy to have Peter 
taken from us at such an early age, we 
can find comfort in the full life he led. 
It is a rare man who can make such an 
impact on so many people throughout 
his years. 

It is my sad duty to enter the name 
of Dr. Peter McDonald in the official 
RECORD of the U.S. Senate for his serv-
ice to the States of Washington and In-
diana. May God grant strength and 
peace to those who mourn, and may 
God be with all of you, as I know he is 
with Peter.∑ 
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CONGRATULATING OWENSBORO 
CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SIXTH 
GRADE 

∑ Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, today I 
congratulate the Owensboro Catholic 
Elementary sixth grade Future Prob-
lem Solving Team of Owensboro, KY. 
The Future Problem Solving Team re-
cently earned the State championship 
in their division, placing first out of 
about 50 teams. They went on to com-

pete at the international conference in 
Colorado and placed 22nd out of 55 
teams. 

The Future Problem Solving Pro-
gram is a nationally recognized, award- 
winning program that seeks to increase 
awareness for the future and encourage 
creativity in students of all ages. 

Over 50,000 students participate in 
the competitive components associated 
with future problem solving and com-
munity problem solving. Of these, less 
than 3 percent earn an invitation to 
the prestigious international event. 

I congratulate the Owensboro Catho-
lic Elementary sixth grade Future 
Problem Solving Team for their 
achievement. The administrators, 
teachers, parents, and students of this 
team are an inspiration to the citizens 
of Kentucky. I look forward to all that 
the Future Problem Solving Team ac-
complishes in the future.∑ 
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125TH ANNIVERSARY OF SHELDON, 
NORTH DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, today I 
recognize a community in North Da-
kota that recently celebrated its 125th 
anniversary. On June 23–25, the resi-
dents of Sheldon gathered to celebrate 
their community’s history and found-
ing. 

Sheldon is a small town located in 
the eastern part of North Dakota. Pre-
viously named Jenksville, E.E. Sheldon 
bought the land in June 1881 and re-
named it after himself. On July 20 of 
that same year, a new post office was 
established with Karl E. Rudd as the 
first postmaster. The National Pacific 
Railroad arrived in Sheldon in 1882, and 
the village began to grow, becoming in-
corporated in 1884. Since the day of its 
founding, the community has been 
small but very active. 

Shortly after its founding Sheldon 
established itself as a hotbed for ama-
teur baseball, winning the state title in 
1895. In addition, Lynn Bernard ‘‘Line 
Drive’’ Nelson, 1905–1955, born and 
raised in Sheldon, played major league 
baseball during the 1930’s with the Chi-
cago Cubs, the Philadelphia Athletics, 
and Detroit Tigers. 

The community had a wonderful 
weekend celebration to commemorate 
its 125th anniversary. The celebration 
was highlighted by a full day of activi-
ties on Saturday, including a pancake 
breakfast, two parades, a tractor and 
pick-up pull, and a car show. The day 
was capped off by a street dance that 
night. In addition to those festivities, a 
quilt show and a room celebrating the 
history of the town were open all week-
end. The celebration concluded on Sun-
day with an all-faiths service followed 
by a brunch. 

Mr. President, I ask the U.S. Senate 
to join me in congratulating Sheldon, 
ND, and its residents on their first 125 
years and in wishing them well 
through the next century. By honoring 
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