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Sheldon and all the other historic 
small towns of North Dakota, we keep 
the great pioneering frontier spirit 
alive for future generations. It is places 
such as Sheldon that have helped to 
shape this country into what it is 
today, which is why this fine commu-
nity is deserving of our recognition. 

Sheldon has a proud past and a bright 
future.∑ 

f 

125TH ANNIVERSARY OF COLFAX, 
NORTH DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize a community in 
North Dakota that will be celebrating 
its 125th anniversary. On July 22, the 
residents of Colfax will gather to cele-
brate their community’s history and 
founding. 

Colfax was founded in 1881 and was 
proudly named after former Vice Presi-
dent Schulyer Colfax, who had owned 
property in the area. In February 1881, 
Colfax’s post office was established. 
Colfax became known as the ‘‘Fountain 
City’’ because of the numerous artesian 
wells that can be found in the commu-
nity and the surrounding areas. 

Today, Colfax remains a small, proud 
community. Each year, the community 
gathers together and has picnics in the 
park. During the summer, many of its 
residents can be found at the local 
pool, catching up with friends and fam-
ily. 

To celebrate the 125th anniversary of 
its founding, the residents of Colfax 
will gather on July 22. There will be an 
all-school reunion to allow former 
classmates to reunite with each other 
and a coffee social at the local church. 
The highlight of the celebration will be 
the parade, which will feature floats, 
horses, and this years’ North Dakota 
nine-man football state champs—all of 
whom are residents of Colfax. 

Mr. President, I ask the Senate to 
join me in congratulating Colfax, ND, 
and its residents on their first 125 years 
and in wishing them well through the 
next century. By honoring Colfax and 
all the other historic small towns of 
North Dakota, we keep the great pio-
neering frontier spirit alive for future 
generations. It is places such as Colfax 
that have helped to shape this country 
into what it is today, which is why this 
fine community is deserving of our rec-
ognition. 

Colfax has a proud past and a bright 
future.∑ 

f 

HONORING MARIO KAVCIC 

∑ Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, I ask 
that the following proclamation be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The proclamation follows: 
A PROCLAMATION HONORING THE DISTINGUISHED 

CAREER OF MARIO KAVCIC 

Whereas; Mr. Mario Kavcic began his radio 
career forty years ago in Cleveland Heights 
for a Slovenian interest radio program, and 

Whereas; Mr. Kavcic conducted his first 
on-air interview in his native Slovenian with 
then Ohio State Representative and current 
United States Senator George Voinovich, 
and 

Whereas; Mr. Kavcic moved to Cleveland to 
work with other ethnic language broadcast 
companies, and 

Whereas; Mr. Kavcic’s great success and 
popularity earned him a prestigious evening 
time slot for his program, and 

Whereas; Mr. Kavcic created a program de-
voted to international affairs that aired on 
Saturday nights for ten consecutive years, 
and 

Whereas; Mr. Kavcic moved his program to 
Nationality Broadcast Network—which 
reaches communities in Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
and West Virginia—after National Ethnic 
Programming went through a format 
change, and 

Whereas; Mr. Kavcic interviewed President 
Richard Nixon, President Gerald Ford, Sen-
ator Howard Metzenbaum, Congressman 
Dennis Kucinich, and Cleveland Mayors Mi-
chael White and Jane Campbell, to inform 
his listeners about current issues, and 

Whereas; Mr. Kavcic was awarded the pres-
tigious Governor Award by former Ohio Gov-
ernor John Gilligan, and 

Now, therefore, I, Mike DeWine, United 
States Senator from the Great State of Ohio, 
would like to commend Mr. Mario Kavcic for 
his longtime and tireless efforts serving the 
Slovenian population in Cleveland and 
throughout Ohio. Mr. Kavcic’s outstanding 
work to preserve and promote the rich herit-
age and culture of the Slovenian community 
is a shining example of the positive role the 
press can play in our society. 

On this, the 18th Day of July, 2006.∑ 

f 

COMMEMMORATING THE 75TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

∑ Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, today 
I pay tribute to the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and the extraordinary 
men and women who work there to as-
sist our Nation’s veterans. Last year, 
the VA began a year-long celebration 
in order to commemorate the 75th an-
niversary of the founding of the De-
partment. As the agency that admin-
isters veterans’ benefits, a well-funded 
VA is one way our Nation honors those 
who have served in the Armed Forces. 

Veterans programs have a long and 
distinguished history stretching back 
before nationhood itself. During the 
conflict between the Pilgrims of Plym-
outh Colony and the Pequot Indians in 
1636, a law was approved mandating 
that disabled veterans would be sup-
ported by the colony. Over the course 
of the next 300 years, a variety of pro-
grams designed to assist veterans were 
instituted by different administrative 
bodies. In 1930, all veterans programs 
were consolidated and placed under the 
jurisdiction of the Veterans’ Adminis-
tration. Finally, in 1988, President 
Reagan signed legislation creating the 
Department of Veterans Affairs. 

The mission of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs is ‘‘to care for him 
who shall have borne the battle and for 
his widow and his orphan,’’—a quote 

from Abraham Lincoln’s second inau-
gural address. The Department has five 
core values: commitment, excellence, 
people, communication, and steward-
ship. By upholding these core values, 
the Department of Veterans Affairs 
seeks to fulfill its obligation to those 
who have served in defense of our Na-
tion. 

The men and women who work at the 
Department of Veterans Affairs con-
stitute a group who are highly trained 
and deeply devoted to the goals of the 
organization. This is true across the 
board but in South Dakota particu-
larly. The Black Hills Health Care Sys-
tem was designated a top performer in 
the Department’s fiscal year 2005 Sur-
vey of Healthcare Experiences of Pa-
tients. Furthermore, the Sioux Falls 
VA Medical Center has a strong track 
record of top notch service. For exam-
ple, Luella Onken, a local volunteer at 
the hospital, was the recipient of the 
2006 First Premier Bank/Premier 
Bankcard Spirit of Volunteerism 
Award. She volunteers 5 days a week at 
the medical center and has devoted 
35,000 hours toward helping our vet-
erans. 

For 75 years, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs has done an exemplary 
job of providing quality health care, 
administering benefits, and overseeing 
military cemeteries for the men and 
women who have served our country. I 
am proud to recognize and commend 
the Department of Veterans Affairs. 
The dedicated service of the men and 
women who work at the VA is a testa-
ment to the Department’s commitment 
to our veterans.∑ 

f 

CONGRATULATORY NOTE ON 
KAZAKH AMBASSADOR’S BIRTH-
DAY 

∑ Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, 
today, July 18th, 2006, Ambassador 
Kanat Saudabayev from Kazakhstan is 
congratulated on his 60th birthday and 
recognized for all of his work around 
the world as a diplomat, government 
official, and culture and arts leader. 

In his work with Washington since 
December 2000, Ambassador 
Saudabayev has helped to build a 
strong relationship with the United 
States on many levels. In 2001, 
Kazakhstan’s positive support after 
terrorist attacks on September 11 
helped extend the U.S. partnership on 
important issues such as energy policy, 
arms proliferation, the environment, 
and terrorism. In the past year, he and 
his country have helped to build posi-
tive economic and educational affili-
ations with Louisiana and also have 
graciously donated $50,000 to two local 
schools for rebuilding after Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita. 

Serving in many important leader-
ship positions before now, Ambassador 
Saudabayev was born in the Almaty re-
gion in 1946 and is now married to 
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