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Captain Wood was born and raised in 

upstate New York’s beautiful Mohawk 
Valley. He was an accomplished athlete 
at Notre Dame Junior Senior High 
School, and if you are from our neck of 
the woods, you know those teams are 
just dynamite. He excelled at both 
football and track and field. 

He was also, and this is very impor-
tant, a superstar in the classroom. He 
graduated not just from Cornell Uni-
versity but later earned master’s de-
grees from both the State University 
at New York in Albany and State Uni-
versity at New York in Cortland. 

In the Armed Services, Captain Wood 
served for 8 years in the 4th Infantry 
Division in Fort Hood, Texas, and there 
he became fascinated with the history 
of our great military. As a matter of 
fact, Captain Wood dreamed of teach-
ing history and coaching football at 
the West Point Military Academy. Had 
he not paid the ultimate price for our 
way of life, I am confident that he 
would have seen this dream become a 
reality. 

Captain Wood’s discipline, his love of 
learning and his fine character have 
made him a model citizen for all of his 
countrymen and generations to come, a 
true role model, a genuine American 
hero. 

Both Captain Wood’s father and his 
granddad worked at the Pitcher Street 
Post Office, so there is a special affin-
ity for the post office in the Wood fam-
ily, and it would be our utmost pleas-
ure and distinct honor to designate the 
facility at Utica, New York, as the 
Captain George A. Wood Post Office 
Building in honor of a true American 
hero. 

I want to thank my colleagues in the 
majority and the minority and on the 
committee for dealing with this very 
important issue. Oftentimes, as we deal 
with the major issues that affect so 
many people around the world, we 
sometimes neglect the littler things, 
but they are equally important. They 
are very personal. They have real 
meaning for so many, and I thank my 
colleagues for their support and their 
cooperation. I urge all of my colleagues 
to proudly vote ‘‘aye’’ for this measure. 

Mr. CLAY. Madam Speaker, I urge 
the swift passage of this bill. I have no 
further requests for time, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, I 
urge all Members to support the pas-
sage of H.R. 4962, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. MARCH-
ANT) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 4962. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill 
was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF A SALVORDAN-AMER-
ICAN DAY 
Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, I 

move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 721) supporting 
the goals and ideals of a Salvadoran- 
American Day (El Dia del Salvadoreno) 
in recognition of all Salvadoran-Ameri-
cans for their hard work, dedication, 
and contribution to the stability and 
well-being of the United States. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. RES. 721 

Whereas the aftermath of 40 years of inter-
nal political turmoil forced hundreds of 
thousands of individuals in the Republic of 
El Salvador to flee that country and seek 
peace and security in a new country, the 
United States; 

Whereas Salvadoran-Americans constitute 
a significantly growing population in the 
United States, with the majority living in 
the Los Angeles metropolitan area, the 
Washington, D.C., metropolitan area, and 
various other areas in the United States; 

Whereas the history of the United States is 
a rich and enduring tapestry woven with the 
threads of many remarkable lives, cultures, 
and events, and the lives, work, and artistry 
of Salvadoran-Americans have added 
strength, vitality, and purpose to that tap-
estry; 

Whereas the maturing Salvadoran-Amer-
ican community continues to make great 
economic and cultural contributions to daily 
life in the United States; 

Whereas many of these Salvadoran-Ameri-
cans actively participate in the United 
States educational system, further pro-
moting their sense of American pride within 
communities in this country; 

Whereas Salvadoran-American families 
should have an established day to acknowl-
edge the contribution and value of their cul-
ture to the United States; 

Whereas the strength of the Salvadoran- 
American culture can be preserved and 
passed on to future generations; 

Whereas Salvadoran-American families, 
communities, and generations that follow 
are committed to maintain both Salvadoran 
and American cultures, while promoting cul-
tural interchange; 

Whereas free of prejudices and as proud 
men and women, Salvadoran-Americans par-
ticipate and contribute to the social, edu-
cational, professional, and political systems 
of the United States; 

Whereas Salvadoran-American individuals, 
families, organizations, and communities in 
cities and States across the Nation wish to 
share the establishment of a nationally rec-
ognized and celebrated Salvadoran-American 
Day (El Dia del Salvadoreño), beginning on 
August 6, 2005, and to be celebrated by all 
generations that follow; 

Whereas on August 6, 1525, the official 
founding of Villa De San Salvador was de-
clared in the Valle de las Hamacas (Valley of 
the Hammocks) where the indigenous ances-
tors of El Salvador fought historic battles 
against the submission and abuse of Spanish 
colonialism in order to preserve the life and 
liberty of the Cuscatleco population; and 

Whereas August 6 is a day of recognition 
for Salvadoran-Americans to celebrate 
throughout the United States: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives supports the goals and ideals of a Sal-
vadoran-American Day (El Dia del 

Salvadoreño) in recognition of all Salva-
doran-Americans for their hard work, dedica-
tion, and contribution to the stability and 
well-being of the United States. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. MARCHANT) and the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. CLAY) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the resolution under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
H. Res. 721 offered by the distinguished 
gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
SOLIS). This resolution would support 
the goals and ideals of a Salvadoran 
American Day. 

Currently, thousands of Salvadoran 
Americans reside in the United States, 
mostly within California, the Wash-
ington, D.C. area, and New York. Au-
gust 6 marks the date of the celebra-
tion of Fiestas Agostinas, an observ-
ance that dates back to 1525, paying 
homage to the cultural festivities of El 
Salvador, and is widely observed by the 
Latino community in the United 
States. 

This day has grown in significance 
over the years as the Salvadoran- 
American community has matured and 
adapted the holiday to fit the lives of 
Salvadorans living in the United 
States. Living in a country built by of-
ferings from many cultures and nation-
alities, Salvadorans have brought forth 
many economic and cultural contribu-
tions to weave into the American fab-
ric. 

I urge all Members to come together 
to pay homage to many Salvadoran 
Americans that are thriving in our so-
ciety today by adopting H. Res. 721. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. CLAY. Madam Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Madam Speaker, 40 years of political 
turmoil forced many individuals from 
the Republic of El Salvador to flee the 
country in search of peace and security 
in the U.S. Currently, there are over 
900,000 Salvadoran Americans living in 
the U.S. The majority of them have 
found new homes in California, New 
York, and the Washington, D.C. metro-
politan area. 

The history of the U.S. is a rich and 
enduring tapestry woven with the 
threads of many remarkable lives, cul-
tures and events. The lives, work, and 
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artistry of Salvadoran Americans have 
added strength, vitality and purpose to 
that tapestry. 

The Salvadoran-American commu-
nity continues to make great economic 
and cultural contribution to the United 
States. Therefore, I urge my colleagues 
to support H. Res. 721. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, I 
have no other speakers at this mo-
ment, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. CLAY. Madam Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. SOLIS), my colleague. 

Ms. SOLIS. Madam Speaker, I would 
like to thank the gentleman from Mis-
souri and obviously the Members of 
this very important committee that 
helped to pass this resolution. 

Madam Speaker, today, I rise in 
strong support of H. Res. 721, a resolu-
tion supporting the goals and ideals of 
the Salvadoran American Day, el dia 
del Salvadoreno. I would like to thank 
Chairman DAVIS and Ranking Member 
WAXMAN for their support in bringing 
the resolution to the floor today. 

This resolution recognizes the Salva-
doran Americans for their hard work, 
dedication and contributions to our 
stability and well-being of the United 
States. 

Forty years of internal political tur-
moil forced thousands and thousands of 
individuals from the Republic of El 
Salvadore to flee and come to this 
country. They sought peace and secu-
rity and a better life in the United 
States. 

b 1515 

Madam Speaker, my mother was 
born in Central America, in Nicaragua, 
and immigrated to the United States 
to seek a better life. As the only Mem-
ber of Congress of Central American 
descent, I am honored to recognize Sal-
vadoran Americans and Salvadoran 
American Day. 

Currently, there are over 900,000 Sal-
vadorans living in the U.S. The major-
ity live in Washington, D.C., New York, 
California and Miami. In the Los Ange-
les metropolitan area alone, parts of 
the district that I represent, there are 
nearly 300,000 Salvadoran Americans. 

This celebration of Salvadoran tradi-
tion dates back to August 6, 1525, al-
most five centuries ago, when the city 
of Villa De San Salvador was founded. 
El Dia del Salvadoreno marks the cul-
mination of a week-long celebration 
‘‘Fiestas Agostinas’’ and is arguably 
the most important civic-religious 
celebration in El Salvador. The cele-
bration pays homage to the cultural 
festivities of El Salvador, while recog-
nizing that Salvadorans have adapted 
themselves to life in the United States. 

Celebrated by Salvadoran Americans 
in California and throughout the coun-
try, this day has grown in significance 

over the years. Back in 2001, the city of 
Los Angeles honored Salvadoran Amer-
ican Day, and in 2002 Salvadoran Amer-
ican Day was declared as a statewide 
event in California. More than 100,000 
Salvadorans participated in these cele-
brations in 2005, and we know and ex-
pect we will see more this coming Au-
gust. 

I am proud that Congress is helping 
to recognize and honor this day. Salva-
doran American Day contributes to a 
positive image for Salvadorans, as well 
as improving a better understanding 
between our diverse communities and 
this part of America. 

I would like to recognize and thank 
the Salvadoran American National As-
sociation, known as SANA, the SHARE 
Foundation, and all of the Salvadoran 
American and Central American orga-
nizations for their support and their 
work to provide for this resolution. 

Let us not forget that our Nation was 
built by the people from many nations 
and different backgrounds and cul-
tures. In fact, many of the workers who 
helped rebuild the Pentagon were of 
Salvadoran background. They love this 
country. I urge my colleagues to recog-
nize the Salvadoran Americans and 
pass this resolution. 

Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. CLAY. Madam Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Amer-
ican Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA). 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Madam 
Speaker, I certainly would like to 
thank the gentleman from Missouri for 
offering me this opportunity to say a 
few words in support of this resolution. 

I certainly want to extend my com-
mendation to the gentlewoman from 
California for being the chief sponsor 
of this bill, and I regret to say I should 
have been an original cosponsor, and I 
want to be on record that I want to be 
on as an original cosponsor of this res-
olution. 

Madam Speaker, August 6, 1525 
means a lot to the Salvadoran Ameri-
cans in our country. As the gentle-
woman from California said earlier, we 
almost have a million fellow Ameri-
cans whose ancestry is from El Sal-
vador. 

On August 6, 1525, the official found-
ing of Villa De San Salvador was de-
clared in the Valle de las Hamacas, or 
the Valley of the Hammocks, where the 
indigenous ancestors of El Salvador 
fought historic battles against the sub-
mission and abuse of Spanish colo-
nialism in order to preserve the life 
and liberty of the Cuscatleco popu-
lation. 

This is very significant and impor-
tant, Madam Speaker, and I certainly 
want to say that we truly are a Nation 
of immigrants. Whether you be from 
South America, and even if you are 
from Ireland, we can never forget the 
problems there, the people starving to 
death, and there was the Irish potato. 

Madam Speaker, I don’t know why 
you call it the Irish potato; potato 
came from America, and that is what 
saved millions of our fellow Irish peo-
ple coming over here to this country. 

The interesting thing about it, too, is 
I have been to Central America and I 
have been to El Salvador, and I say 
that for good reason, millions of these 
people coming from Latin America 
come to this country why? Because 
they love freedom, they seek oppor-
tunity for jobs, and want the best 
America has to offer. What’s wrong 
with that? 

I think this resolution signifies the 
importance that we should recognize 
not only the presence of our fellow Sal-
vadoran Americans, but also the con-
tributions that they made to this great 
country. 

Again, I commend the gentlewoman 
from California for proposing this reso-
lution and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port it. 

Mr. HONDA. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in support of House Resolution 721, legislation 
introduced by Congresswoman HILDA L. SOLIS 
that I am proud to have cosponsored. H. Res. 
721 supports the goals and ideals of a Salva-
doran-American Day (El Dı́a del Salvadoreño). 

Currently, there are more than 900,000 Sal-
vadoran Americans living in the United States, 
with the majority of them living in California, 
the Washington, D.C. metropolitan area, and 
New York. In the Los Angeles metropolitan 
area alone there are nearly 400,000 Salva-
doran-Americans. 

Today, El Dı́a del Salvadoreño is celebrated 
among the Latino community in California. 
This celebration of Salvadoran traditions dates 
back to 1525 when the city of Villa De San 
Salvador was founded. 

The history of the United States is a rich 
and enduring tapestry woven with the threads 
of many remarkable cultures and events, and 
the lives, work, and artistry of Salvadoran- 
Americans have added strength, vitality, and 
purpose to that tapestry. 

As a former Peace Corp volunteer in El Sal-
vador, I experienced first hand the culture, 
hard work and dedication of the people. I com-
mend Salvadoran-Americans for their resil-
ience and contribution to the stability and well- 
being of the United States. I also thank the es-
timated 800 Salvadoran nationals who are cur-
rently serving in the U.S. military for their ef-
forts on behalf of the security of our country. 

The Salvadoran-American community con-
tinues to make great economic and cultural 
contributions to daily life in the United States, 
and I am proud to support H. Res. 721 and 
the goals and ideals of Salvadoran-American 
Day. 

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today in firm support of H. Res. 721, 
which supports the goals and ideals of a Sal-
vadorian-American Day (El Dia del 
Salvadoreno) in recognition of all Salvadoran- 
Americans for their hard work, dedication, and 
contribution to the stability and well-being of 
the United States. 

Salvadorans form an integral part of our 
communities and our labor force. My district in 
Northern Virginia, for example, is home to 
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many hard-working Salvadorans who pay 
taxes and consume U.S. products. Salva-
dorans also play an important role in the econ-
omy of their native country by sending billions 
of dollars in payments to their families in Cen-
tral America every year. The remittances that 
these individuals send to their families are a 
large source of revenue, which the United 
States could not match in foreign aid. As a re-
sult, after suffering through a string of brutal 
civil wars, El Salvador now has a moderate, 
democratically-elected government. 

Madam Speaker, in closing it is all too easy 
to overlook the important and daily contribu-
tions that Salvadorian Americans have made 
not just to Northern Virginia, but to our Nation 
as a whole. This bill provides much needed 
and deserved recognition to the Salvadorian 
American community for the indelible mark 
they have made upon the diversity and promi-
nence of our great nation. I urge an ‘‘aye’’ 
vote. 

Mr. CLAY. Madam Speaker, I urge 
my colleagues to support H. Res. 721, 
supporting the goals and ideals of Sal-
vadoran American Day, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, I 
urge Members to support H. Res. 721, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. MARCH-
ANT) that the House suspend the rules 
and agree to the resolution, H. Res. 721. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the reso-
lution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CONGRATULATING ITALY ON 
WINNING THE 2006 WORLD CUP 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 908) 
congratulating Italy on winning the 
2006 Federation Internationale de Foot-
ball Association (FIFA) World Cup, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. RES. 908 

Whereas for the first time in 24 years, the 
Italian National Soccer Team won the Fed-
eration Internationale de Football Associa-
tion (FIFA) World Cup; 

Whereas Italy is one of the most successful 
countries in World Cup history, reaching the 
finals 6 times and winning 4 championships, 
in 1934, 1938, 1982, and 2006; 

Whereas the 2006 championship is due in 
large part to the extraordinary leadership of 
head coach Marcello Lippi and team Captain 
Fabio Cannavaro; 

Whereas in 2006, team Italy (known as 
‘‘Azzurri’’ or simply ‘‘the Blue’’) went 
undefeated in World Cup play and won the 
final game in only the second World Cup 
Championship to be determined by shoot- 
out; 

Whereas in winning the World Cup, the 
Italian National Soccer Team faced adver-
sity and overcame setbacks; 

Whereas the vibrant culture and heritage 
of Italy were brought to our Nation by mil-
lions of Italian immigrants; 

Whereas Italian Americans have made sig-
nificant contributions to our Nation in all 
fields of endeavor; 

Whereas Italian Americans rejoiced in the 
victory of the soccer team of their ancestral 
homeland, many spontaneously celebrating 
in American neighborhoods throughout our 
Nation; 

Whereas all Americans can take pride in 
the knowledge that the United States Na-
tional Soccer Team was the only team that 
Italy was unable to defeat during this World 
Cup, needing to settle with a 1–1 tie; and 

Whereas the fans of the Italian National 
Soccer team, many hailing from the United 
States, represent some of the most enthusi-
astic in the world: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives congratulates Italy and the Italian Na-
tional Soccer team on winning the 2006 Fed-
eration Internationale de Football Associa-
tion (FIFA) World Cup. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) and the 
gentleman from American Samoa (Mr. 
FALEOMAVAEGA) each will control 20 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Florida. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
to revise and extend their remarks and 
include extraneous material on the res-
olution under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to re-
quest my colleagues’ support for H. 
Res. 908, a resolution congratulating 
Italy on winning the 2006 Federation 
Internationale de Football Association, 
or FIFA, World Cup. 

On July 9, 2006 the Italian team, 
known affectionately in Italy as 
Azzurri, or ‘‘The Blue,’’ secured its 
place as one of the most successful 
teams in World Cup history, having 
reached the finals six times and having 
just won its championship. 

Under the leadership of Coach 
Marcello Lippi and Captain Fabio 
Cannavaro, the Italian team went 
undefeated in World Cup play. I must 
point out in a bit of national pride that 
the only team Italy was unable to de-
feat was our very own United States 
National Team, with whom Italy tied 
1–1. 

The Italian championship at the 
FIFA World Cup highlights the vibrant 
culture and the heritage of Italy, the 
same vibrant culture and heritage 
brought to America by millions of 
Italian immigrants that has enriched 
and continues to enrich our great Na-
tion through countless contributions 
to every aspect of our society. 

This is a proud heritage that is 
shared by millions of Italian Ameri-

cans, and a pride which extends to the 
Italian National World Cup team. 
Countless Americans throughout the 
United States rejoiced at Italy’s suc-
cess, and it is with a hearty ‘‘bene 
fatto’’ that I extend congratulations to 
Italy and to the Italian International 
Soccer team on winning the 2006 FIFA 
World Cup. I urge my colleagues to do 
likewise by agreeing to this resolution. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I thank the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN) for the management of this 
legislation. 

Madam Speaker, just over a week ago 
I had the tremendous pleasure of 
watching the thrilling finale of the 
World Cup championship match in Ger-
many. As the winning penalty kick 
zipped past the French goalkeeper, I 
felt the joy of millions of Italians as 
they celebrated their historic fourth 
World Cup victory. For that matter, 
the entire planet with billions of peo-
ple witnessing this special event, the 
number one sport in the world, not 
American football, I beg to say, Madam 
Speaker. 

The Italians are known for the pas-
sion they exhibit in every endeavor 
they undertake. I cannot agree more 
with that. Whether it is in art, lit-
erature, mathematics, business or espe-
cially soccer, Italians all over the 
world pour their heart and soul into 
every task they assume. 

Madam Speaker, this passion has led 
great men like Christopher Columbus, 
Amerigo Vespucci, Constantino 
Brumidi, Enrico Fermi and captains of 
industry A.P. Giannini, to contribute 
to the rock-solid foundation on which 
this country is built. Not to mention 
some of my favorite singers, Mario 
Lanza, Frank Sinatra, Tony Bennett, 
Perry Como, and the list goes on. This 
passion has also contributed mightily 
to the strong alliance between Italy 
and the United States since the end of 
World War II. Our bond with Italy kept 
the Soviet menace at bay during the 
decades of the Cold War. 

Today, Italy aids in the fight for de-
mocracy. Our Italian allies fight, bleed, 
and even die to bring democracy to the 
people of Afghanistan and Iraq. 

This passion was unabashedly un-
leashed in the worldwide celebrations 
following the Italian national soccer 
team’s historic victory in Germany. I, 
for one, reveled in the images of our 
Italian friends singing and dancing 
around the world. 

In all this praise for Italy and its fan-
tastic soccer team, I would like to con-
gratulate the fans who traveled to Ger-
many to support their beloved Azzurri, 
as the national soccer team is known. 
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