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drivers for not wearing a seatbelt. My 
home State of Illinois is one of those 
States that have already passed a pri-
mary seatbelt law. In 2006, Illinois will 
receive a one-time payment of $30 mil-
lion in Federal funds authorized by 
SAFETEA. I commend Illinois for not 
only passing a primary seatbelt law 
that will save lives but also for dedi-
cating all of the $30 million to highway 
safety programs. I recently sent a let-
ter to Governor Blagojevich urging him 
to use the funds to bolster the efforts 
of groups like Project Ignition License 
to Live. 

As the example of Gibson City and 
the Arends family shows, young adults 
take to heart the life lessons of their 
peers. Therefore, Governor Blagojevich 
and the State of Illinois would be wise 
to coordinate with groups such as 
Project Ignition—License to Live so 
that young adults can share their per-
sonal experiences and remind their 
peers to drive safe and buckle up. I 
urge my fellow Senators to continue to 
fund these important safety programs 
and to work with their State govern-
ments to pass primary seatbelt laws so 
that other States can follow Illinois’ 
example and make highway safety a 
priority. 

f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

AIRMAN JASON J. DOYLE 

Mr. HAGEL. Mr. President, I rise to 
express my sympathy over the loss of 
U.S. Navy Airman Jason Doyle of Ne-
braska. Airman Doyle died after falling 
overboard from the USS Kitty Hawk off 
the eastern coast of Japan on July 8. 
He was 19 years old. 

Airman Doyle grew up near Sunset, 
UT. In 2000, he moved to Bellevue, NE 
and was a 2005 graduate of Papillion-La 
Vista South High School. He joined the 
Navy immediately following gradua-
tion. 

Airman Doyle had a lifelong interest 
in flying and in Japanese culture. He 
turned those interests into an oppor-
tunity with the Navy. He was deployed 
with the Electronic Attack Squadron, 
VAQ, 136 aboard the USS Kitty Hawk in 
October 2005. His first leave was at a 
Japanese port, where he was able to ex-
perience a culture he had been fas-
cinated with his entire life. Thousands 
of brave Americans like Airman Doyle 
are serving the United States world-
wide. 

Airman Doyle is survived by his fa-
ther, Dale Doyle; his mother, Martha 
Bower; his stepmother, Susie Doyle; 
his brother Brandon; and sisters 
Shauna, Whitney, and Ashley. 

I ask my colleagues to join me and 
all Americans in honoring Airman 
Jason Doyle. 

REAUTHORIZATION OF THE NA-
TIONAL VETERANS BUSINESS 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I am 

pleased to be an original cosponsor of a 
bipartisan bill to reauthorize the Na-
tional Veterans Business Development 
Corporation, commonly known as the 
Vets Corp. This bill, the Veterans Cor-
poration Reauthorization Act of 2006, 
was developed in a cooperative fashion 
by members of the Small Business and 
Veterans Affairs’ Committees, in con-
junction with Senator TALENT who was 
involved in the original establishment 
of the Vets Corp during his tenure in 
the other body. 

The Vets Corp has a crucial mis-
sion—to foster entrepreneurship and 
business opportunities for veterans, 
with a special focus on service-disabled 
veterans. During this time of conflict 
abroad, this mission is extremely rel-
evant. A seamless transition from mili-
tary to civilian status requires that we 
give our veterans the tools necessary 
to succeed in their post-military lives. 
The Vets Corp seeks to do just this for 
veteran-owned small businesses. 

Created by Congress in 1999, the Vets 
Corp had a slow start. While I believe 
that the new Vets Corp leadership is 
turning things around, there are some 
lingering concerns about the Vets 
Corp’s funding and mission. I am hope-
ful that this legislation we are intro-
ducing today will help remedy these 
concerns. Under the terms of the legis-
lation, the Vets Corp would be provided 
matching funds instead of a straight 
allocation. In addition, this bill would 
clarify the purpose of the organization 
as well as improve the structure of 
their advisory board. 

Mr. President, I am proud to be a co-
sponsor of this bill. I applaud the hard 
work of Senators KERRY, SNOWE, TAL-
ENT, and their staffs in crafting this bi-
partisan bill. I hope my colleagues will 
support this bill and I urge its speedy 
passage. 

f 

VIOLENCE IN DARFUR 
Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I am 

deeply troubled that violence in Darfur 
continues. It is disheartening to learn 
that the Government of Sudan con-
tinues to serve as an obstacle to the de-
ployment of U.N. peacekeeping forces 
that could bolster the African Union 
Mission in Sudan, AMIS. While AMIS 
has conducted its mission to the best of 
its ability, it is clear that it has nei-
ther the resources nor the mandate to 
stop the violence that is affecting the 
lives of millions of innocent people. It 
remains critical that an international 
peacekeeping force be allowed to de-
ploy to Darfur to augment the African 
Union Mission in Sudan and to estab-
lish a lasting and sustainable peace. 

Peace in Darfur has been elusive, but 
it is not unattainable. The Government 
of Sudan must be a willing partner for 

peace; it must work with the inter-
national community to find an accept-
able and expedient plan to introduce 
peacekeeping forces to that region. 
Until a more robust peacekeeping force 
can deploy to Darfur, it is important 
that the international community sup-
port continuing AMIS efforts there. Fi-
nally, parties to the conflict in Darfur 
must also abide by the recently agreed 
upon Darfur Peace Agreement, DPA, 
although it is apparent that this peace 
agreement is showing signs of strain. 

Peace in Darfur is critical for estab-
lishing a lasting and comprehensive 
peace throughout Sudan and the re-
gion. That said, we must not ignore the 
continuing need to press for progress 
on the North-South Comprehensive 
Peace Agreement, CPA. The U.S. Gov-
ernment, with the international com-
munity and the United Nations, must 
continue to press for progress in imple-
menting the CPA between the north 
and the south of Sudan. Unfortunately, 
well over a year from the signing of the 
CPA, it has become painfully clear that 
various important elements of the 
agreement have yet to be implemented, 
let alone completed. Key issues con-
cerning land tenure rights, critical bor-
der agreements, oil revenue sharing, 
and armed militias in southern Sudan 
have yet to be settled or addressed 
fully. 

While much of the lack of progress 
relating to the CPA relates to the com-
plexity of the peace agreement, much 
of it relates to the limited capacity of 
the Government of Southern Sudan, 
GOSS, to provide effective governance, 
services, and protection of its citizens. 
There remain serious obstacles to the 
establishment of a viable and strong 
GOSS, including a continuing lack of 
sufficient infrastructure throughout 
the south and sporadic violence that 
disrupts various parts of the region. 
The international community must 
continue its support of Sudan’s CPA, 
which means addressing the capacity 
that parties to the agreement have to 
implement the agreement. 

The U.S. Government and the inter-
national community need to be sus-
tained, coordinated, and comprehen-
sive. We cannot dismiss the signifi-
cance of the linkages and impact that 
each of these agreements have on one 
another, nor their significance for de-
veloping a solid foundation for address-
ing conflict throughout the region. 
Successful implementation of both the 
CPA and DPA will provide significant 
benefits to all communities in Sudan 
and will set the stage for a new era of 
peace for the entire country and re-
gion. 

f 

NATIONAL VETERANS BUSINESS 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

Ms. SNOWE. The Veterans Entrepre-
neurship and Small Business Develop-
ment Act of 1999 created the National 
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