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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan famously said, 
‘‘We cannot diminish the value of one 
category of human life, the unborn, 
without diminishing the value of all 
human life.’’ 

Yesterday the United States Senate 
passed a bill that authorizes the use of 
Federal tax dollars to fund the destruc-
tion of human embryos for scientific 
research. 

While supporters of the bill argue 
this debate is a battle between science 
and ideology, that really misses the 
point. 

If the Castle-DeGette bill returns to 
the Congress tonight, we will simply 
decide whether Congress should take 
the taxpayer dollars of millions of pro-
life Americans and use them to fund 
the destruction of human embryos for 
research. 

You see, I believe that life begins at 
conception; that a human embryo is 
human life. I believe it is morally 
wrong to create human life to destroy 
it for research, and I believe it is mor-
ally wrong to take the tax dollars of 
millions of prolife Americans who be-
lieve that life is sacred and use it to 
fund the destruction of human embryos 
for research. 

This debate then tonight will not be 
about what an embryo is. It will be 
about who we are as a Nation and 
whether we respect fully half of our 
country. On behalf of those millions of 
prolife Americans, Mr. President, veto 
this bill. 

f 

b 1015 

CONNECT THE DOTS 

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, 
after 9/11 there were calls to connect 
the dots. And as we approach the first 
anniversary of Katrina, with wildfires 
raging across the West, it is time to 
connect the dots dealing with natural 
disaster. 

Former National Parks Director, 
Roger Kennedy, wrote an outstanding 
op-ed in the New York Times yesterday 
entitled ‘‘ Houses to Burn,’’ and re-
cently published a book ‘‘ Wildfires in 
America.’’ He documents that we in 
government are part of this problem. 
We construct roads and infrastructure 
into hazardous areas. We don’t have ap-
propriate building codes, and often we 
don’t even enforce the building codes 
that we have. We even build, as the 
Federal Government did, Los Alamos 
Research Laboratories in the midst of 
an area that has burned repeatedly dec-
ade after decade for centuries. And it is 
only going to get worse by sprawl and 
global warming. 

It is time for government at all levels 
to connect the dots, to reduce and ulti-

mately protect Americans from 
wildfires and other natural disasters, 
to make our communities more livable 
and our families safer, healthier and 
more economically secure. 

f 

BORDER SECURITY 

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker, 
when I am in my district there is one 
issue that tops all others with our con-
stituents; it is the issue of border secu-
rity. 

In this environment, Madam Speak-
er, every town has become a border 
town and every State has become a 
border State. And our constituents are 
sending the message, and they couldn’t 
be clearer, secure our Nation’s borders. 

I want to thank our House Repub-
lican leadership for standing up to the 
Senate and their Reid-Kennedy immi-
gration reform bill, which would, 
among many other things, grant am-
nesty to those who break our laws in 
coming to this Nation. 

Madam Speaker, it is time to halt il-
legal entry into this country. It is time 
to halt the flow of illegal drugs and 
weapons into this great Nation, and it 
is time to secure our borders. 

I thank the Republican leadership for 
working on this issue, for standing 
firm. It is what the American people 
want to see done. 

f 

EMBRYONIC STEM CELL 
RESEARCH 

(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Madam Speak-
er, both Houses have passed legislation 
that would ensure funding for impor-
tant research on embryonic stem cells 
and hold great promise of cures for dis-
eases that have confounded scientists 
for years, diseases that have taken and 
continue to take many lives. 

Cord blood, while important, is only 
a small part of the answer. Adult stem 
cells is an unknown and too far into 
the future. 

Meanwhile, our loved ones continue 
to suffer and die. 

We in the Congressional Black Cau-
cus Health Brain Trust work to im-
prove the quality and length of life of 
minorities and all Americans. H.R. 810 
becoming law is a critical part of that 
effort. 

A veto of this legislation would be 
conceding our country’s moral leader-
ship and leadership in medical science. 
A veto would put Americans at the 
mercy and largesse of other countries 
for our well-being. A veto of this legis-
lation would be a veto of the right of 
many to a cure, to wellness and to life 
itself. 

We have to stand up against the con-
servative fundamental ideologues of 
the right, and we must stand up for 
life, for this important research, em-
bryonic stem cell research, which has 
the potential to give the gift of life to 
millions. 

I cannot believe the President would 
veto a bill like this, but if he does, we 
owe it to our country to override. 

f 

ISRAEL’S SELF-DEFENSE 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, on June 25, Hamas 
terrorists from Gaza carried out a 
cross-border attack into Israel, killing 
two soldiers and kidnapping a third. 
Shortly thereafter, Hezbollah terror-
ists from Lebanon attacked Israeli sol-
diers, killing three and capturing two. 
Just yesterday, Hezbollah fired mis-
siles into Israel at a rate of one per 
minute for a full hour. Rather than 
using diplomacy to deescalate the situ-
ation, Iranian President Ahmadinejad 
falsely claimed Israel was trying to re-
occupy Lebanon and, once again, de-
nied the existence of the Holocaust. 

I agree with President Bush when he 
said yesterday ‘‘The root cause of the 
problem is Hezbollah.’’ President Bush 
further said that Israel has a right ‘‘to 
defend herself from terrorist attacks.’’ 
The kidnapped Israeli soldiers need to 
be released. Hamas and Hezbollah need 
to turn away from the current path of 
terror, violence and intimidation. We 
must stand with Israel in her fight 
against misguided religious extremism 
and those who glorify death over life. 
We must stand with Middle Eastern al-
lies to establish peace. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September 11. 

f 

EMBRYONIC STEM CELL 
RESEARCH 

(Mr. COOPER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COOPER. Madam Speaker, vir-
tually every family in America has 
been stricken with one dread disease or 
another. It may be cancer, it may be 
heart disease, it may be diabetes, Par-
kinson’s, Alzheimer’s. The list goes on 
and on. And finally, there are scientific 
breakthroughs called embryonic stem 
cell research that allow hope for a 
cure. 

Sadly, the President of the United 
States is about to veto the legislation 
that this Congress has finally passed to 
give these families hope. This is a sad 
day for America because the President 
has never vetoed any other bill. He is 
the first President since Thomas Jef-
ferson to endorse all our legislation as 
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if it were perfect, except for this one 
bill, the bill that gives hope to vir-
tually all American families. 

Why, Mr. President, are you vetoing 
hope for Parkinson’s victims, vetoing 
hope for cancer victims, for diabetes 
victims, for Alzheimer’s victims? 

Why, Mr. President are you, alone, 
standing in the way of hope and 
progress for our people? 

f 

WAR ON TERROR 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, there 
have been many reminders across the 
world recently of why we and the glob-
al community must maintain our com-
mitment to fighting terror. 

From the 1-year anniversary of the 
horrific bombings in London to the up-
coming 5-year anniversary of Sep-
tember 11, we are constantly reminded 
of why our resolve and perseverance 
are crucial. America has shown the 
world that a strong, vibrant Nation 
faced with adversity can come to-
gether, unlike any nation on Earth. 
America has distinguished itself as the 
shining beacon of democracy through-
out the world. When attacked, and 
freedom is in danger, we have proven 
that freedom will prevail. 

Madam Speaker, I want to commend 
our troops for their sacrifice, their 
dedication and their bravery. They are 
freeing people from oppression so they 
may enjoy the same freedoms that 
Americans cherish. They are fighting a 
global war on terror, and they are win-
ning 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF EMBRYONIC STEM 
CELL RESEARCH 

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, yesterday the House of Rep-
resentatives gave a victory to those 
hoping for cures for some of the most 
terrible illnesses of our time by defeat-
ing a fake bill on stem cell research. 

Today, it is back to the calendar. The 
only reason we are considering this bill 
is to give our colleagues political cover 
when the President vetoes the bill that 
will provide real hope for cures, the 
Castle-DeGette embryonic stem cell 
legislation. 

Let’s make one thing clear this 
morning. A Presidential veto of the 
Castle-DeGette stem cell research bill 
will slow, if not stall, the real hope for 
cures and slam the door of hope right 
in the face of millions of Americans 
suffering from scores of incurable dis-
eases. 

The New Testament tells us that reli-
gious leaders in biblical times attacked 
Jesus for healing the sick on the Sab-

bath. We have religious leaders today 
who want to sit in judgment of today’s 
healers. 

Each of us on the floor today has a 
friend or family member who could 
benefit from increased embryonic stem 
cell research, whether they suffer from 
spinal cord injury, Alzheimer’s or juve-
nile diabetes. 

We must remember those who suffer 
and the compassion of the New Testa-
ment, not play political games with 
the hopes and prayers of the American 
people. 

f 

EMBRYONIC STEM CELL 
LEGISLATION 

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MCHENRY. Madam Speaker, sci-
entific discovery should never com-
promise our moral integrity. Embry-
onic stem cell research, which they 
call hope, which some call hope, de-
stroys human life. 

What they do, in essence, is they cre-
ate a new human life. They fertilize an 
embryo, the essence of life. Then they 
take that embryo and destroy it, the 
essence of human life. It is a destruc-
tive concept for our society. And gov-
ernment has no business funding re-
search that creates life in order to de-
stroy it. And at its essence, that is 
what embryonic stem cell research 
does. It is not progress. It is a break-
down in medical ethics, and govern-
ment should not support it or endorse 
it. 

Additionally, embryonic stem cell re-
search has not produced a single med-
ical treatment, whereas ethical adult 
stem cell research has produced 27, at 
least, disease and condition recoveries 
for cerebral palsy and spinal cord inju-
ries. 

We need to actually encourage 
human life, not destroy it. And I urge 
the President to veto this unethical re-
search. 

f 

EMBRYONIC STEM CELL 
RESEARCH 

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, 
President Bush has not vetoed a single 
bill, even though this Republican Con-
gress has passed some really lousy leg-
islation. It is amazing to me that he 
would choose his first veto on a bill 
that is critical to finding cures for can-
cer, Alzheimer’s disease, Parkinson’s 
disease, MS, and so many other dis-
eases. 

H.R. 810, the Stem Cell Research En-
hancement Act offers real hope, and 
the President should not veto it. Wash-
ington Republicans, worried that a 
veto of this important and popular bill 

will damage them politically, are also 
pushing two other bills. 

The American people will not be de-
ceived. They know that H.R. 810 is the 
real deal, and that it deserves to be-
come law. 

This week the American Medical As-
sociation and 92 other organizations 
sent out a letter stating, and I quote, 
‘‘Only H.R. 810 will move stem cell re-
search forward in our country. This is 
the bill that holds promise for expand-
ing medical breakthroughs. The other 
two bills are not substitutes for a ‘yes’ 
vote on H.R. 810.’’ They conclude by 
saying that H.R. 810 is the ‘‘pro-patient 
and pro-research bill.’’ 

Madam Speaker, President Bush has 
a choice to make. He can act on behalf 
of his extreme right wing, or he can act 
on behalf of millions of Americans who 
are suffering from terrible diseases. I 
hope he makes the right choice. 

f 

ISRAEL’S SELF-DEFENSE 

(Mr. JINDAL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. JINDAL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
in strong support of Israel’s right for 
self-defense. The killing of Israeli sol-
diers and the kidnapping of their sol-
diers by Hamas and other groups were 
unprovoked acts of war. 

Israel’s response to these acts of war 
is designed to secure the release of its 
soldiers, end ongoing rocket strikes by 
terrorist groups and deter further at-
tacks on its citizens. 

Israel is exerting its right to defend 
itself by carrying out operations, both 
inside Gaza and southern Lebanon. 

This strike took place following 
Israel’s full withdrawal from Lebanon, 
a move that was applauded by the 
international community and fully cer-
tified by the U.N. Security Council. 

Hezbollah, since then, has launched 
dozens of unprovoked attacks since 
Israel withdrew from Lebanon, includ-
ing the firing of hundreds of rockets 
and mortars at civilian areas and the 
kidnapping of a number of Israelis. 

During the past 6 months alone, near-
ly 1,000 short-range rockets have been 
fired into Israel landing on homes and 
in schools. An additional 150,000 Israeli 
citizens and numerous strategic facili-
ties are now within range of these mis-
siles and their ability to reach Israel. 

Israel’s actions are aimed at securing 
the release of its soldiers and degrading 
the abilities of Hamas and Hezbollah to 
threaten its citizens with ongoing bar-
rages of rockets. 

Madam Speaker, that is why I ask 
the United States to stand at Israel’s 
side as it defends itself. 
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