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it would also overturn the 1943 Su-
preme Court Jehovah’s Witnesses case 
and allow the punishment or expulsion 
of school children for refusing to recite 
a pledge that violates their religion or 
their conscience. 

b 1400 

We may be endowed, Mr. Chairman, 
by our Creator with certain 
unalienable rights, but people can, and 
routinely do, violate and take away 
those rights. That is why we need a Su-
preme Court, to protect these rights 
even when political majorities will not. 

Supporters of this bill have candidly 
said they disagree with the Supreme 
Court, and that, in their opinion, the 
Supreme Court has gone beyond its 
powers, and that we, in effect, should 
overrule it and prevent them from rul-
ing in these cases. We have heard this 
before. Look at the notorious ‘‘South-
ern Manifesto’’ against the Supreme 
Court decision in the Brown v. Board of 
Education 50 years ago: ‘‘We regard the 
decisions of the Supreme Court in the 
school cases as a clear abuse of judicial 
power. It climaxes a trend in the Fed-
eral judiciary undertaking to legislate, 
in derogation of the authority of Con-
gress, and to encroach upon the re-
served rights of the States and the peo-
ple.’’ 

That is what we hear whenever peo-
ple disagree with the Supreme Court, 
in the school desegregation cases and 
now. And this amendment makes the 
point of the bill explicit. 

The sponsors are afraid of what the 
Supreme Court may do in a pending 
case on this subject that may come be-
fore them and therefore explicitly strip 
the Federal courts of jurisdiction even 
over a pending case. This is Congress 
saying to a specific plaintiff, we do not 
approve of your claim of a violation of 
your constitutional right; so we are 
going to shut the courthouse door in 
your face. 

This is a dangerous enterprise. I re-
spect my friend’s concerns and his 
right to disagree with the courts, but 
we must not destroy our Constitution 
and the one independent bulwark of 
our liberty. I urge defeat of this bill. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield for the purpose 
of making a unanimous consent re-
quest to the distinguished ranking 
member of the Judiciary Committee, 
Mr. CONYERS. 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Chairman, I rise 
today to oppose this amendment and 
am against any amendment that would 
throw out any case currently pending 
in the Court. 

This amendment would add language mak-
ing it explicit that this already unconstitutional 
bill is effective immediately and applies to all 
pending and future litigation. As it currently 
stands, this bill does nothing to protect reli-
gious minorities from being coerced into recit-
ing the Pledge, in violation of their First 
Amendment right of free speech. This amend-
ment would effectively throw out any case that 

is currently pending in court in which a child’s 
right to be free from religious persecution is 
being vindicated, and would slam the court-
house door shut in their faces. 

H.R. 2389 as a whole is premature and 
should not be on our list of priorities. 

What I find particularly troubling about this 
bill, setting aside all of the concerns that I 
have already stated, is its timing. It seems that 
my colleagues in the majority have lost sight 
of our priorities. At a time of record budget 
deficits and gasoline prices, when we are en-
gaged in a quagmire in Iraq, when more than 
45 million people are uninsured in this nation, 
and every day workers are seeing their pen-
sions and health care benefits jeopardized, 
surely we can find better things to do with our 
time as a congress than bash the courts. 

Why then is something as arbitrary as a bill 
that would strip our Federal courts of their au-
thority to hear an issue that the highest court 
in our land has never spoke on at the top of 
our list of ‘‘things to do’’? Need I remind my 
colleagues that the Supreme Court has never, 
since the inclusion of the words ‘‘under God’’ 
into the Pledge of Allegiance back in 1954, 
discussed or ruled on its constitutionality? 
Why then do we need this legislation at all? 
Why then do we need to offer this legislation 
now? It is our rights as individuals that are at 
stake right now—not the sanctity and preser-
vation of the Pledge. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘no’’ on this 
amendment. 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Chairman, how 
much time do I have left? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman 
from New York has 11⁄2 minutes. 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Chairman, I will 
not use the 11⁄2 minutes. I will simply 
say that this amendment is dangerous 
for the same reason that the bill is 
dangerous. We should not say, in the 
case of this amendment, to someone 
who is a plaintiff in a court in a pend-
ing case, we are going to shut the 
courthouse door in your face because 
we are afraid the Supreme Court might 
issue a decision. It has not done it yet, 
but we are afraid the Supreme Court 
might issue a decision that we disagree 
with. We do not trust the courts. We do 
not agree with them. Never mind that 
George Bush has appointed two new 
members of the Court. We still do not 
agree with it, and, therefore, we are 
going to try to strip them of their ju-
risdiction. 

That way strips the protection of our 
liberties from us. We need the courts to 
protect our liberties. Our constitu-
tional rights can only be vindicated by 
the courts stepping in when the polit-
ical branches of government violate 
the rights of unpopular minorities. 
That is what the courts have done 
throughout our history, and we need 
that protection to continue. And that 
is why this bill is not only subversive 
of our constitutional rights, but uncon-
stitutional. 

The bill ought to be defeated. The 
amendment ought to be defeated. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on 
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. AKIN). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. AKIN. Mr. Chairman, I move 

that the Committee do now rise. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Accordingly, the Committee rose; 

and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. 
MARCHANT) having assumed the chair, 
Mr. LATOURETTE, Chairman of the 
Committee of the Whole House on the 
State of the Union, reported that that 
Committee, having had under consider-
ation the bill (H.R. 2389) to amend title 
28, United States Code, with respect to 
the jurisdiction of Federal courts over 
certain cases and controversies involv-
ing the Pledge of Allegiance, had come 
to no resolution thereon. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 3044 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to remove my 
name from cosponsorship of H.R. 3044. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote is objected to under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

RECORD votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later today. 

f 

COMMENDING NASA ON COMPLE-
TION OF THE SPACE SHUTTLE’S 
SECOND RETURN-TO-FLIGHT MIS-
SION 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 448) 
commending the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration on the com-
pletion of the Space Shuttle’s second 
Return-to-Flight mission. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. CON. RES. 448 

Whereas, on July 4, 2006, the National Aer-
onautics and Space Administration per-
formed a successful launch of the Space 
Shuttle Discovery; 

Whereas this mission, known as STS–121, 
marks the second Return-to-Flight mission; 

Whereas the crew of the Discovery con-
sisted of Colonel Steve Lindsey, Commander 
Mark Kelly, Piers Sellers, Ph.D, Lieutenant 
Colonel Mike Fossum, Commander Lisa 
Nowak, Stephanie Wilson, and Thomas 
Reiter; 

Whereas the STS–121 mission tested Space 
Shuttle safety improvements, building on 
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