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our outdoors were enjoyed, protected, and 
sustained. Indeed, in 2001, John received the 
Governor’s Award as North Carolina’s Con-
servationist of the Year. As a lawyer, John dis-
played the integrity and honor that reflects the 
best of our judicial system. As a leader in the 
community of his beloved home and state, 
Fayetteville, North Carolina, John never saw a 
challenge too great and never met a stranger 
he did not want to help. As a father and hus-
band, John always put family first and loved 
the time he spent with his son fishing. Next 
month, there will be a fishing education center 
dedicated in his honor at Lake Rim in his 
home county of Cumberland. Although, John 
will not be there in person to rightfully receive 
the honor and praise he so deserves for his 
commitment to fish, wildlife, and the environ-
ment, the center will be a lasting memory that 
all can enjoy and strive to emulate. 

Samuel Logan Bringle, the legendary leader 
in the Salvation Army, once said some very 
important words that are reflective of the char-
acter and life of John. He said, ‘‘The final esti-
mate of a man will show that history cares not 
one iota about the title he has carried or the 
rank he has borne, but only about the quality 
of his deeds and the character of his heart.’’ 
Indeed, John Pechmann has reflected this 
through his sacrifice and commitment. 

Mr. Speaker, dedicated service to others 
combined with dynamic leadership has been 
the embodiment of John’s life. May we all use 
his wisdom, selflessness, and integrity as a 
source of inspiration and encouragement dur-
ing our walk on this earth. Indeed, may God 
bless to all of our memories the tremendous 
life and legacy of John Edward Pechmann. 
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Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, I commend 
Microsoft’s announcement today that it will 
adopt a set of ‘‘Open Platform Principles’’ that 
will govern the development of Windows desk-
top operating systems. 

Four years ago, the Justice Department re-
jected calls to force Microsoft to remove code 
out of Windows and to reorganize its busi-
ness. Instead, the department adopted a con-
sent decree setting out basic rules to preserve 
competitive opportunities for other companies, 
while ensuring that Microsoft could continue to 
improve its products. As a result, the U.S. 
software industry is thriving with competition 
and innovation. 

The ‘‘Open Platform Principles’’ that Micro-
soft announced today give me tremendous 
confidence that innovation and competition will 
continue. The principles broaden the Depart-
ment’s consent decree and makes them a 
standard part of how Microsoft does business. 
They give every company, large and small, 
confidence that they will be treated fairly and 
can compete equally. 

In 2004, the European Commission ordered 
Microsoft to delete code out of Windows. To 
the commission’s shock, absolutely no one 

bought this substandard version of Windows. 
The commission now appears intent on ac-
tively managing how Microsoft designs Vista, 
its new platform. Microsoft’s new guiding prin-
ciples ensure that Windows will continue to be 
a great platform for innovation and competi-
tion. The fact that Microsoft adopted these 
principles voluntarily shows that it recognizes 
the important responsibilities that come with 
being an industry leader. I congratulate Micro-
soft for taking this important and forward-look-
ing step. 
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Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Sophia Lee of Blue Springs, Mis-
souri. Sophia recently won the Comcast Lead-
ers and Achievers Scholarship sponsored by 
Comcast and the Comcast Foundation. She 
will formally receive the award on July 26, 
2006. 

Sophia completed a lengthy nomination and 
selection process, and was chosen from a 
field of numerous qualified candidates. 
Comcast recognized Sophia’s leadership 
skills, dedication to community service, posi-
tive attitude, and academic achievement. 

Comcast and the Comcast Foundation have 
committed a significant portion of their re-
sources toward motivating young people. In 
Sophia, Comcast found a high school student 
who will surely be a force for positive change 
in the community. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
recognizing Sophia Lee of Blue Springs, Mis-
souri. Sophia’s commitment to excellence is 
remarkable, and I am honored to represent 
her in the United States Congress. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 
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Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, on Monday, July 17, 
2006, I missed rollcall votes Nos. 375, 376, 
and 377. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘aye’’ on H.R. 3085, ‘‘nay’’ on H.R. 
3496, and ‘‘aye’’ on H.R. 3279. 
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Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
remember and honor a great American who 
has recently passed away. 

Last week, Jonathon Solomon, a leader and 
elder of the Gwich’in Nation, passed away in 
Alaska. A lifelong advocate on behalf of his 
people, Jonathon was an inspiration to many 

and was instrumental in the fight to protect the 
birthplace of the Porcupine Caribou Herd in 
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. As a Tradi-
tional Chief of Fort Yukon, Jonathon was 
raised in the traditional subsistence lifestyle, 
depending on the Porcupine Caribou herd as 
his ancestors before him had for a millennium. 
To the Gwich’in, there is no more sacred 
place than the calving grounds of the caribou 
herd upon which their way of life depends. 
Jonathon was one of the leading Gwich’in 
voices on a myriad of issues. He halted the 
construction of a dam in the 1960’s that would 
have flooded several Gwich’in villages, and 
was one of the first native leaders to work on 
the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act. 
However, it was protecting the sacred calving 
grounds of the Porcupine Caribou Herd that 
was the most significant issue in Jonathon’s 
life. 

His work to protect the Arctic Refuge began 
in 1978, when the House was debating the 
Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation 
Act. In 1988 when the House was considering 
oil drilling in the calving grounds in the Arctic 
Refuge, Jonathon helped organize the first 
Gwich’in Gathering. At the gathering, the 
Gwich’in Steering was created, and the first 
resolution of the Gwich’in Nation, calling for 
permanent protection of the caribou calving 
and nursery grounds as congressionally des-
ignated wilderness, was passed. In 2002, he 
and two other Gwich’in leaders were honored 
with the prestigious Goldman Environmental 
Prize for their work to protect the calving 
grounds in the Arctic Refuge. 

I had the great honor of meeting Jonathon 
during one of his many trips to Washington, 
DC, to talk with Members about the threat of 
oil drilling to the way of life of the Gwich’in 
people. Jonathon was ever an optimistic advo-
cate, dedicated to his people, and sure in his 
cause. His funeral will be today in Fort Yukon, 
Alaska, and it is my privilege to honor him this 
morning. 
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EAGLE SCOUT 
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Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Tyson R. Stark a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 41, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Tyson has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Tyson has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Tyson R. Stark for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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