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THE ONGOING BATTLE AGAINST 

SLAVERY 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
praise the traveling exhibition created by the 
Schomburg Center for Research in Black Cul-
ture, a branch organization of the New York 
Public Library, in conjunction with the 
UNESCO Slave Route Project to mark the 
United Nation’s General Assembly’s resolution 
proclaiming 2004 as the International Year to 
Commemorate the Struggle against Slavery 
and its Abolition. To reach a wider audience 
the Schomburg Center has created versions in 
French, Portuguese, Spanish, as well as in 
English. The online version of the exhibition is 
available on the Schomburg Center website. 
(http://www.nypl.org/research/ sc/sc.html) 

The exhibition, titled Lest We Forget: The 
Triumph Over Slavery, is a celebration of the 
extraordinary human capacity to overcome op-
pression and injustice. Its tour through Africa, 
the Caribbean, Central and South America 
and Europe, is a reminder of a heritage that 
binds people of all races and color, across na-
tional and religious boundaries. 

Lest We Forget shows us the images of 
downtrodden degraded people who were 
stripped of their humanity and culture who 
were forced to live their lives as mindless, 
agendaless pawns in vicious, all-powerful sys-
tems of human degradation. The transatlantic 
slave trade was brutal, vicious, denigrating 
and horrific. It is a representation of one of the 
most consistent assaults on human dignity 
and self-worth in the history of mankind. 

We see a different kind of slavery today. 
Guest-workers, lured from third world coun-
tries with false promises, are forced to work in 
hazardous work conditions with very little 
wages in countries where oftentimes they do 
not even speak the language. They have vir-
tually no rights as foreign workers and are 
sometimes forbidden by law to form unions. 
These modern-day slaves have no recourse 
but to follow the directives of their employers 
to exploit their helplessness. The United Na-
tions defines an enslaved person as one 
whose movement and decision-making abili-
ties are curtailed so that he/she does not have 
the ability to choose his employer. With this in 
mind, it is doubly important for us to recall the 
brutal reality of slavery and systematic deg-
radation of human dignity; and take action in 
order to eliminate this modern-day slavery. 

I commend the Schomburg Center for cre-
ating this remarkable presentation, and the 
UNESCO for making it accessible across the 
globe. Their cooperation and collaboration has 
made the exhibition a resounding success, 
and I hope to see this cooperation repeated 
and expanded in finding the resolution to the 
problem of slavery in today’s world. 

TRAVELING WITH A GLOBAL APPEAL 
To mark the United Nations International 

Year to Commemorate the Struggle Against 
Slavery and its Abolition in 2004. UNESCO 
commissioned the Schomburg Center to cre-
ate a traveling version of its exhibition Lest 
We Forget: The Triumph Over Slavery. The 

exhibition highlighted the extraordinary ca-
pacity of human beings to confront and tran-
scend oppression, and to overcome state- 
sanctioned injustice. 

The traveling version of Lest We Forget 
has toured in Africa, the Caribbean, Central 
and South America, and Europe. Travelling 
to countries such as Cameroon, South Afri-
ca, Cape Verde, Mali, Mozambique, Guinea 
Bissau, Senegal, The Bahamas, Dominican 
Republic, Jamaica, Brazil, Sweden, France, 
Finland, and Norway. To help ensure that 
the exhibition did indeed reach a wider audi-
ence the Schomburg created versions in 
English, French, Portuguese, and Spanish. 

Just as Lest We Forget tells a portion of 
the story about people of the African Dias-
pora, so too does In Motion: The African- 
American Migration Experience, which origi-
nally opened at the Schomburg Center in 
February 2005. In Motion traces 13 different 
migration patterns of African Americans 
over 500 years. As part of the Schomburg 
Center’s ever-expanding Traveling Exhi-
bition Program, In Motion opened at the 
Lyric Theater in the historic ‘‘Overtown’’ 
district of Miami, Florida at the beginning 
of Black History Month. 

Miami Mayor Manny Diaz opened the exhi-
bition with a reception and Schomburg Cen-
ter Chief Howard Dodson was on hand for the 
unveiling. The exhibition’s Miami host Dr. 
Dorothy Fields, Founder of the Black Ar-
chives, History and Research Foundation of 
South Florida, Inc, knew In Motion would be 
perfect for her city. ‘‘Miami is a city of 
many people from so many different coun-
tries. As soon as you walk in the information 
about the Haitian migration experience is 
right there, strategically in the center [of 
the theater],’’ said Dr. Fields. ‘‘In Motion: 
The African-American Migration Experience 
explains that we are all different branches of 
the same tree.’’ 

To guarantee that the exhibition would 
have a lasting effect, Dr. Fields and her col-
leagues signed a contract with the county to 
do a Black History bus tour, which began at 
the Lyric Theater, this resulted in more 
than 9,000 visitors in one month. And they 
even devoted the entire month of May to 
bring school children to see and learn from 
the exhibition, and offered two days of teach-
er workshops with In Motion Project Con-
tent Manager Sylviane Diouf, so that edu-
cators could prepare their students for the 
experience ahead of time. 

In Motion is set to run at the Lyric 
Theater until the end of May, Miami’s 
Haitian American Month, but Dr. 
Fields has confirmed that her organiza-
tion has plans to expand on In Motion, 
by providing the Schomburg Center 
with primary sources on the African 
Diaspora in Miami to develop another 
exhibition. 

With traveling exhibitions like Lest We 
Forget and In Motion, the resources of the 
Schomburg Center reach far beyond its 
structure to educate and inspire scores of 
people around the world. 

Traveling dates: Lest We Forget 
When: May 19–July 19, 2006. 
Where: Esmeraldas International Center 

for Afro-Amerindian Cultural Diversity and 
Human Development, Esmeraldas, Ecuador. 

Organizer: UNESCO Quito’s Office. 
In Motion: The African-American Migra-

tion Experience 
When: October 2, 2006–March 9, 2007. 
Where: National Heritage Museum, 33 

Marrett Road, Lexington, MA 02421 
For more information about the Traveling 

Exhibition Program, please visit 

www.schomburgcenter.org, or contact Mei 
TeiSing Smith at msmith@nypl.org, or by 
calling (212) 491–2204. 

f 

ACKNOWLEDGING THE OUT-
STANDING PUBLIC SERVICE OF 
HESTER HILL 

HON. JOHN TANNER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. TANNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a very distinguished volunteer from 
Tennessee, who was awarded this year’s na-
tional Humanitarian of the Year award. I want 
to congratulate and thank Hester Hill, who has 
given so much time and effort for a very valu-
able public service program called Angel 
Flight. 

Angel Flight South Central began in 1991, 
assisting medical patients and their family 
members with air transportation they could not 
otherwise get. It specializes in offering free 
non-emergency travel for those in need, and 
the shipment of blood and organs for medical 
procedures. The travel is provided by volun-
teers like Mrs. Hill and pilots who offer their 
time and aircraft at no cost. Last year alone, 
Angel Flight South Central flew more than 
3,000 medical missions at no charge to its 
carriers. In the weeks following Hurricane 
Katrina, the rescue group flew hundreds of 
missions, reuniting people with their loved 
ones. 

Mr. Speaker, Hester Hill has given so much 
of her time and skill to help others when they 
need it most. I hope you and our colleagues 
will join me in honoring Hester Hill for the pas-
sionate and dedicated service she has pro-
vided to others and congratulate her on this 
prestigious award she has earned. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO EMILIA 
GUENECHEA 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Emilia Guenechea for her outstanding 
efforts to bring awareness to minorities and 
the underprivileged in Las Vegas. 

Over the past ten years, Emilia has served 
in various positions in her quest to create and 
implement plans for healthy communities, and 
she has participated in a variety of programs 
to assist members of the Hispanic community 
in Las Vegas. Emilia served as the Woman to 
Woman Program Coordinator for the YMCA 
and SAFE HOUSE Shelter, providing a sup-
port system for Hispanic women. She also 
served as the Salud in Acción Program Coor-
dinator, where she was responsible for the 
planning and coordination of all media produc-
tion associated with the cancer prevention pro-
gram for Hispanic women. In addition, Emilia 
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has dedicated two years to the National Can-
cer Institute’s Cancer Information Service Part-
nership Program as Coordinator for the North-
west Region, where she conducted a com-
prehensive study to identify gaps in cancer in-
formation and education services in order to 
identify, implement, and maintain partnerships 
with organizations to serve the underprivi-
leged. 

In addition to her outstanding work with the 
Hispanic community, Emilia has a very im-
pressive academic record. She received her 
first Master’s degree in Clinical Psychology at 
the Iberoamericana University in Mexico, and 
her second Master’s degree in Counseling 
from the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. 

Emilia is currently the Nevada Cancer Insti-
tute’s Multicultural Community Outreach and 
Education Production Manager, a position she 
has enjoyed since October of 2005. In her 
role, she develops and implements programs 
to increase awareness, education, and early 
detection of chronic diseases. Emilia’s main 
goals are to increase the screening numbers 
of breast, cervical, colorectal, and prostate 
cancers, and to increase the participation in 
clinical trials within multicultural communities. 
Emilia’s hard work is leading to progress in 
these often difficult and culturally sensitive 
tasks. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Emilia 
Guenechea. Her dedication to creating health 
awareness has greatly impacted the diverse 
communities of Las Vegas. She is truly a re-
markable woman who should serve as an in-
spiration and a roll model for us all. I com-
mend her efforts and wish her the best in fu-
ture endeavors. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEVEN R. ROTHMAN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, on July 18, 
2006, due to illness, I missed 3 recorded 
votes. I take my voting responsibility very seri-
ously, and had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes’’ on recorded vote No. 379; ‘‘no’’ 
on recorded vote No. 380; ‘‘yes’’ on recorded 
vote No. 381. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JIM BURKE 

HON. WILLIAM M. THOMAS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today with 
my colleague Mr. COSTA to honor the life of 
our friend, Jim Burke, a Bakersfield community 
leader, philanthropist, and businessman, who 
passed away on Monday, July 17, 2006. In 
Bakersfield, the name Jim Burke is synony-
mous with generosity. 

Jim was born on August 1, 1925, in Bakers-
field, California, to Mr. and Mrs. James Joseph 
Burke, a family with Kern County pioneer 
roots. His great grandfather, Daniel Burke, 
came to Kern County in 1864 from Ireland. 

Jim graduated from Kern County Union High 
School in 1943 with accolades as a scholar, 
athlete, and president of the student body. He 
attended Stanford University for a year before 
joining the Navy and serving on the USS Mid-
way and the USS New Mexico. After two and 
a half years of service in the Navy, Jim re-
turned to Stanford and graduated in 1948 as 
an Industrial Engineer. In 1950, Jim married 
Bebe Rinker and they subsequently had a 
daughter, Michele (Mikie). 

Jim began his career in the parts depart-
ment of Haberfelde Ford in 1949, became a 
partner in the Haberfelde family business in 
1964, and purchased the remaining business 
interest in 1972. In 1977, he renamed it Jim 
Burke Ford and it has since become one of 
the largest Ford dealerships in the country, 
with over 370 employees. Jim cared deeply for 
his employees and customers and was known 
to buy back a vehicle if a customer had an un-
resolved vehicle problem with Ford in order to 
address the issue with Ford himself. 

Throughout his life, Jim’s passion was in the 
areas of education and health care. He 
worked with educators to create ‘‘The Ford Di-
mension,’’ which is a program that for 32 
years has taught high school students about 
the private enterprise system and the practical 
problems of the business world. 

In 1994, over 200 Ford Dimension alumni 
from across the nation founded the Jim Burke 
Education Foundation in his honor. Later in 
2003, Ford Dimension alumni and the Jim 
Burke Education Foundation created a leader-
ship program, Dream Builders, to develop 
leadership and life skills in high school seniors 
and share with them the value of civic respon-
sibility as a lifetime commitment. 

Jim also actively worked to address the hos-
pital and healthcare needs in Bakersfield. He 
was a founding director of the Friends of 
Mercy Foundation, which assists in the 
healthcare needs of the local community, and 
he served as Chairman of the Mercy Hospital 
Board of Trustees as well as a director of Ba-
kersfield Memorial Hospital. 

Jim was also involved with numerous orga-
nizations in the community such as the Camp-
fire Girls, Better Business Bureau, the Trade 
Club of Greater Bakersfield, Bakersfield 
Chamber of Commerce, the California State 
University Bakersfield Foundation, and served 
as chairman of the Kern County Business Out-
look Conference. Jim was also very active in 
the Catholic community. Jim’s fundraising ef-
forts and work with the Sisters of Mercy ad-
dressed the special needs of others, such as 
construction of the Madison Place, a model 
low-income housing project. 

Over the course of his life, Jim received nu-
merous awards and honors for his service to 
the community and business achievements. In 
fact, in 1976, he was recognized with the Time 
Magazine Quality Dealership Award for his 
outstanding business performance and in-
volvement in the community. In 1995, Jim was 
inducted into the Automotive Hall of Fame and 
he received a Honorary Doctorate from Cali-
fornia State University, Bakersfield in 1997. 

Yet no award will ever capture the true hu-
manity, strength, and leadership that Jim 
achieved. Throughout his life, Jim and his 
family continuously strived to better our com-
munity and help others, with humility and true 

compassion. Jim was immensely successful in 
his efforts and we will never know the full ex-
tent of the impact Jim’s kindness and compas-
sion had. On this day, we rise, on behalf of a 
community in mourning, to remember with 
great appreciation Jim Burke, a man who em-
bodied the civic generosity and leadership that 
is uniquely American and that has made Kern 
County such a great place to live. Accordingly, 
we offer our deep condolences to Bebe and 
his family. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO REE 
WENGERT 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Ree Wengert, a prominent Las Vegas 
singer and activist, who passed away on Sun-
day, July 2, 2006, at the age of 78. 

Ree was born on December 14, 1927 in 
Charleston, WV, and was the youngest of an 
amazing 12 children. Ree chose to complete 
her undergraduate studies at Marymount Col-
lege in Tarrytown, NY. She was soon awarded 
a full scholarship to the Julliard School of 
Music. 

In 1952, Ree moved to Las Vegas, NV, and 
joined the Las Vegas Service League, which 
is now known as the Junior League of Las 
Vegas. She also began performing charity 
work for the Catholic Church. In the 1980s 
and ’90s, she donated her services to South-
ern Nevada in many ways, including singing in 
charity events and advocating for AIDS vic-
tims’ rights. She often visited and spoke with 
the most critically ill patients in the University 
Medical Center’s AIDS ward. 

Ree was most prominently known as the 
wonderful wife of Ward Wengert, a banker and 
civic leader in Las Vegas who passed in 1996, 
and mother to Rhetta Storebo, Rene McCown, 
Ward Jr., and Cyril, who passed in 1997. She 
also enjoyed four grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize 
Ree Wengert and her amazing family for their 
contributions to the Southern Nevada commu-
nity. She will be dearly missed. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE BIG THOMPSON FLOOD 

HON. MARILYN N. MUSGRAVE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
commemorate the 30th anniversary of Colo-
rado’s Big Thompson Flood. 

On July 31, 1976, residents and visitors in 
the Big Thompson Canyon suffered the un-
speakable horror of one of the worst natural 
disasters in Colorado history. 

I will never forget when the news started to 
break and the tragedy started to unfold. 

In just a few hours, more than a foot of rain 
fell in the area surrounding the Big Thompson 
River, causing a wall of water over 20 feet tall 
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