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has dedicated two years to the National Can-
cer Institute’s Cancer Information Service Part-
nership Program as Coordinator for the North-
west Region, where she conducted a com-
prehensive study to identify gaps in cancer in-
formation and education services in order to 
identify, implement, and maintain partnerships 
with organizations to serve the underprivi-
leged. 

In addition to her outstanding work with the 
Hispanic community, Emilia has a very im-
pressive academic record. She received her 
first Master’s degree in Clinical Psychology at 
the Iberoamericana University in Mexico, and 
her second Master’s degree in Counseling 
from the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. 

Emilia is currently the Nevada Cancer Insti-
tute’s Multicultural Community Outreach and 
Education Production Manager, a position she 
has enjoyed since October of 2005. In her 
role, she develops and implements programs 
to increase awareness, education, and early 
detection of chronic diseases. Emilia’s main 
goals are to increase the screening numbers 
of breast, cervical, colorectal, and prostate 
cancers, and to increase the participation in 
clinical trials within multicultural communities. 
Emilia’s hard work is leading to progress in 
these often difficult and culturally sensitive 
tasks. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Emilia 
Guenechea. Her dedication to creating health 
awareness has greatly impacted the diverse 
communities of Las Vegas. She is truly a re-
markable woman who should serve as an in-
spiration and a roll model for us all. I com-
mend her efforts and wish her the best in fu-
ture endeavors. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEVEN R. ROTHMAN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, on July 18, 
2006, due to illness, I missed 3 recorded 
votes. I take my voting responsibility very seri-
ously, and had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes’’ on recorded vote No. 379; ‘‘no’’ 
on recorded vote No. 380; ‘‘yes’’ on recorded 
vote No. 381. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JIM BURKE 

HON. WILLIAM M. THOMAS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today with 
my colleague Mr. COSTA to honor the life of 
our friend, Jim Burke, a Bakersfield community 
leader, philanthropist, and businessman, who 
passed away on Monday, July 17, 2006. In 
Bakersfield, the name Jim Burke is synony-
mous with generosity. 

Jim was born on August 1, 1925, in Bakers-
field, California, to Mr. and Mrs. James Joseph 
Burke, a family with Kern County pioneer 
roots. His great grandfather, Daniel Burke, 
came to Kern County in 1864 from Ireland. 

Jim graduated from Kern County Union High 
School in 1943 with accolades as a scholar, 
athlete, and president of the student body. He 
attended Stanford University for a year before 
joining the Navy and serving on the USS Mid-
way and the USS New Mexico. After two and 
a half years of service in the Navy, Jim re-
turned to Stanford and graduated in 1948 as 
an Industrial Engineer. In 1950, Jim married 
Bebe Rinker and they subsequently had a 
daughter, Michele (Mikie). 

Jim began his career in the parts depart-
ment of Haberfelde Ford in 1949, became a 
partner in the Haberfelde family business in 
1964, and purchased the remaining business 
interest in 1972. In 1977, he renamed it Jim 
Burke Ford and it has since become one of 
the largest Ford dealerships in the country, 
with over 370 employees. Jim cared deeply for 
his employees and customers and was known 
to buy back a vehicle if a customer had an un-
resolved vehicle problem with Ford in order to 
address the issue with Ford himself. 

Throughout his life, Jim’s passion was in the 
areas of education and health care. He 
worked with educators to create ‘‘The Ford Di-
mension,’’ which is a program that for 32 
years has taught high school students about 
the private enterprise system and the practical 
problems of the business world. 

In 1994, over 200 Ford Dimension alumni 
from across the nation founded the Jim Burke 
Education Foundation in his honor. Later in 
2003, Ford Dimension alumni and the Jim 
Burke Education Foundation created a leader-
ship program, Dream Builders, to develop 
leadership and life skills in high school seniors 
and share with them the value of civic respon-
sibility as a lifetime commitment. 

Jim also actively worked to address the hos-
pital and healthcare needs in Bakersfield. He 
was a founding director of the Friends of 
Mercy Foundation, which assists in the 
healthcare needs of the local community, and 
he served as Chairman of the Mercy Hospital 
Board of Trustees as well as a director of Ba-
kersfield Memorial Hospital. 

Jim was also involved with numerous orga-
nizations in the community such as the Camp-
fire Girls, Better Business Bureau, the Trade 
Club of Greater Bakersfield, Bakersfield 
Chamber of Commerce, the California State 
University Bakersfield Foundation, and served 
as chairman of the Kern County Business Out-
look Conference. Jim was also very active in 
the Catholic community. Jim’s fundraising ef-
forts and work with the Sisters of Mercy ad-
dressed the special needs of others, such as 
construction of the Madison Place, a model 
low-income housing project. 

Over the course of his life, Jim received nu-
merous awards and honors for his service to 
the community and business achievements. In 
fact, in 1976, he was recognized with the Time 
Magazine Quality Dealership Award for his 
outstanding business performance and in-
volvement in the community. In 1995, Jim was 
inducted into the Automotive Hall of Fame and 
he received a Honorary Doctorate from Cali-
fornia State University, Bakersfield in 1997. 

Yet no award will ever capture the true hu-
manity, strength, and leadership that Jim 
achieved. Throughout his life, Jim and his 
family continuously strived to better our com-
munity and help others, with humility and true 

compassion. Jim was immensely successful in 
his efforts and we will never know the full ex-
tent of the impact Jim’s kindness and compas-
sion had. On this day, we rise, on behalf of a 
community in mourning, to remember with 
great appreciation Jim Burke, a man who em-
bodied the civic generosity and leadership that 
is uniquely American and that has made Kern 
County such a great place to live. Accordingly, 
we offer our deep condolences to Bebe and 
his family. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO REE 
WENGERT 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Ree Wengert, a prominent Las Vegas 
singer and activist, who passed away on Sun-
day, July 2, 2006, at the age of 78. 

Ree was born on December 14, 1927 in 
Charleston, WV, and was the youngest of an 
amazing 12 children. Ree chose to complete 
her undergraduate studies at Marymount Col-
lege in Tarrytown, NY. She was soon awarded 
a full scholarship to the Julliard School of 
Music. 

In 1952, Ree moved to Las Vegas, NV, and 
joined the Las Vegas Service League, which 
is now known as the Junior League of Las 
Vegas. She also began performing charity 
work for the Catholic Church. In the 1980s 
and ’90s, she donated her services to South-
ern Nevada in many ways, including singing in 
charity events and advocating for AIDS vic-
tims’ rights. She often visited and spoke with 
the most critically ill patients in the University 
Medical Center’s AIDS ward. 

Ree was most prominently known as the 
wonderful wife of Ward Wengert, a banker and 
civic leader in Las Vegas who passed in 1996, 
and mother to Rhetta Storebo, Rene McCown, 
Ward Jr., and Cyril, who passed in 1997. She 
also enjoyed four grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize 
Ree Wengert and her amazing family for their 
contributions to the Southern Nevada commu-
nity. She will be dearly missed. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE BIG THOMPSON FLOOD 

HON. MARILYN N. MUSGRAVE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
commemorate the 30th anniversary of Colo-
rado’s Big Thompson Flood. 

On July 31, 1976, residents and visitors in 
the Big Thompson Canyon suffered the un-
speakable horror of one of the worst natural 
disasters in Colorado history. 

I will never forget when the news started to 
break and the tragedy started to unfold. 

In just a few hours, more than a foot of rain 
fell in the area surrounding the Big Thompson 
River, causing a wall of water over 20 feet tall 
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to sweep through the canyon. In its wake, the 
flood claimed the lives of 144 people and left 
many others homeless. In all, over 400 homes 
and dozens of businesses were destroyed. 

As we pause to commemorate the tragic 
events of 30 years ago, we remember the 
many lives that were taken from us by the 
waters of the Big Thompson and offer our 
thoughts and prayers for those they left be-
hind. 

It is often said that the worst of cir-
cumstances bring forth the best in people. In 
the hours and weeks following the disaster, 
the community surrounding Big Thompson 
Canyon displayed unparalleled graciousness 
and compassion. From the heroic rescuers 
who plucked survivors from the craggy canyon 
walls, to the countless others who gave their 
time, talents and resources, we saw the best 
of the American spirit in the wake of disaster. 

Mr. Speaker, today Big Thompson Canyon 
and, more significantly, the lives of those 
touched by the flood still bear the scars from 
that terrible July night. As we mark the 30th 
anniversary of one of the worst natural disas-
ters in Colorado history, I urge my colleagues 
to join me in remembering those who lost their 
lives and the countless others whose lives 
have been forever changed by the Big Thomp-
son Flood. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO COLONEL JAMES ELI 
CROWTHER 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Colonel James Eli Crowther, a distin-
guished officer who served his country and his 
home state of Pennsylvania throughout his 
life. As a native of Tyrone, the Colonel was 
the third Burgess (Mayor) of Tyrone and was 
serving in that capacity as the American Civil 
War began. 

Colonel Crowther served the Pennsylvania 
militia in the mid 1800’s, where he was com-
missioned as a First Lieutenant in the Wash-
ington Infantry in early August of 1842. From 
there he was again commissioned as a First 
Lieutenant for the Tyrone Artillery in early July 
of 1858. Less than one year later he began 
service as the Caption of the Tyrone Cavalry. 
His command of that Cavalry was influential 
during the first 90 days of service at the begin-
ning of the American Civil War. The Cavalry 
then became Company D of the 14th Pennsyl-
vania Infantry. 

Crowther volunteered as an Officer through 
the Civil War, commissioned as Lieutenant 
Colonel in 1861 and then Colonel in March of 
1863. It was less than 2 months later that 
Colonel James E. Crowther was killed in ac-
tion at Chancellorsville on May 3, 1863. 

His service to his country was noble, and 
his rank was earned through hard work and 
dedication to American principles and values. 
The leadership that Colonel Crowther dis-
played throughout his service and lifetime is to 
be remembered and respected as our country 
continues to move forward honoring those val-
ues. 

In his memory, the Colonel Crowther Foun-
dation was established. This organization’s in-
tent is to protect, teach and re-live the rich 
and storied history of Pennsylvania and con-
tinue to honor the distinguished Colonel. As 
can be found in their mission statement, the 
Foundation strives to ‘create a living heritage 
environment where preservation is enhanced 
by demonstration and education.’ It is only 
through our history that we are able to create 
a future. 

As a tribute to this man’s great accomplish-
ments the Tyrone Borough Council has de-
clared Saturday August 6th, 2006 to be Colo-
nel Crowther Day. Crowther’s military service 
to the state of Pennsylvania and our country 
will not be forgotten. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO CRAIG 
HARRIS 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Craig Harris for his outstanding efforts 
as a taxicab driver safety advocate. Craig 
passed away on Wednesday, June 21, 2006 
at the age of 56. 

Craig had been a Las Vegas resident for 28 
years and a taxi driver for Yellow-Checker- 
Star Transportation since 1979. Having been 
assaulted and robbed twice by passengers, 
Craig fully understood the dangers of driving a 
taxi. A long-time advocate of taxi driver safety, 
Craig was one of the first to test still cameras 
in taxis as a deterrent against attacks on driv-
ers. According to his long-time boss and Yel-
low-Checker-Star’s director of operations, Bill 
Shranko, Craig’s work led to camera installa-
tion in each of the company’s cabs. Since 
then, Shranko says there has been at least a 
sixty percent decrease in attacks on drivers. 
Craig’s hard work and advocacy has produced 
impressive results for driver safety. 

In addition to driving a cab forty hours a 
week and his efforts to promote driver safety, 
Craig also found time to represent local driv-
ers as a steward for the Industrial Technical 
Professional Employees Union, helping fired 
drivers to regain their jobs and making sure 
that drivers have access to important benefits, 
including health insurance. He led a campaign 
to raise thousands of dollars to aid the family 
of a colleague who was killed while on duty as 
a cab driver, and always offered to help col-
leagues and their families when in need. 

Born in Los Angeles on October 14, 1949, 
Craig graduated from Shasta College in North-
ern California. He worked on newspapers in 
California and Oklahoma before moving to Las 
Vegas in 1978 and beginning work on the Trip 
Sheet magazine for cab drivers in the 1980s. 
He served as managing editor of the maga-
zine and often wrote articles dealing with driv-
er safety and furthering the fair treatment of 
drivers. His work helped turn the six-page 
newspaper of the ’80s into the 48-page maga-
zine of today, which reaches over 7,000 
monthly readers. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Craig 
Harris for his outstanding service and rep-

resentation of the taxi drivers of Las Vegas. 
His tireless efforts to help drivers and their 
families and his hard work as a driver, jour-
nalist, and advocate have greatly contributed 
to the safety of the profession, and he will be 
greatly missed. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ELLIS PARK 

HON. ED WHITFIELD 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I rise to bring 
to the attention of the House an historical day 
for Thoroughbred Horse Racing in western 
Kentucky—the reopening of Ellis Park. 

Since opening its gates for the first time in 
October of 1922, Ellis Park has been a signifi-
cant part of Kentucky and Indiana’s equine 
history. During those years the one and one 
eighth mile long track has provided horsemen 
and trainers a venue to showcase the sport 
they love. 

Today, Ellis Park re-opens after suffering a 
devastating tornado on November 6th, 2005, 
that claimed the lives of 25 individuals in the 
surrounding community of Evansville, Indiana, 
and that delivered a direct hit to the Ellis Park 
race track damaging several buildings and kill-
ing some of the Thoroughbred Horses stabled 
at the track. 

Today is one of triumph over tragedy as 
those who suffered so much move forward 
and continue to rebuild their community. 

Mr. Speaker, the re-opening of historic Ellis 
Park under the new ownership of Kentucky 
Businessman Ron Geary promises a bright fu-
ture for Thoroughbred Racing in western Ken-
tucky and the tri-state region. Mr. Geary has 
committed to continue and build upon an 85 
year history that has made Ellis Park a pop-
ular setting for friends and family to come to-
gether and enjoy the atmosphere created by 
the sight and sound of thoroughbreds thun-
dering towards the finish line. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO SANDY 
HEVERLY 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor my good friend Sandy Heverly for her 
dedication to victims of DUI accidents and 
their families. 

Sandy became impassioned with the anti- 
DUI movement after she, her husband, chil-
dren and mother were all injured as a result of 
an accident caused by a drunk driver. Fol-
lowing this incident, Sandy decided to try to 
help DUI victims and create awareness about 
the severity of DUI crimes. Since then, Sandy 
has been a driving force in the anti-DUI move-
ment in Nevada, and has helped enhance 
awareness nationwide. 

Through her positions as Executive Director 
and Co-Founder of STOP DUI, Executive Di-
rector of Nevada Mothers Against Drunk Driv-
ing (MADD), and Nevada Students Against 
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