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legislation. This is clearly a bipartisan, 
bicameral bill that has overwhelming 
support. I am pleased we were able to 
unite, Democrats and Republicans, in 
this body and, indeed, House with Sen-
ate. 

In the Senate, I especially want to 
recognize my colleague, Senator 
HATCH, for his tireless efforts on this 
bill—the champion, the leader, the one 
with the bold vision, without whom 
simply this would not have happened. 

I want to thank Chairman SPECTER 
and Senators SANTORUM, KYL, and 
DEWINE, for all their hard work on 
bringing this legislation to fruition. 

Also, I want to thank Speaker 
HASTERT and Majority Leader BOEHNER 
and Chairman SENSENBRENNER and 
Congressman FOLEY for their commit-
ment to this issue. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
voting for this Adam Walsh bill, and 
look forward to a future that is safer 
for our children. 

Mr. President, I do not believe there 
are any further speakers on the bill; 
therefore, I yield back all time and ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to third reading and a 
vote on H.R. 4472, with all of the provi-
sions of the agreement remaining in 
place. I ask unanimous consent, after 
passage, that the title amendment be 
read and agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The question is on the engrossment 
of the amendment and third reading of 
the bill 

The amendment was ordered to be 
engrossed and the bill to be read a 
third time. 

The bill was read the third time. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill 

having been read the third time, the 
question is, Shall the bill pass? 

The bill (H.R. 4472), as amended, was 
passed. 

Mr. HATCH. I move to reconsider the 
vote. 

Mr. FRIST. I move to lay that mo-
tion on the table. 

The motion to lay on the table was 
agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read the amendment 
to the title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

Amend the title to read as follows: ‘‘To 
protect children from sexual exploitation 
and violent crime, to prevent child abuse and 
child pornography, to promote Internet safe-
ty, and to honor the memory of Adam Walsh 
and other child crime victims.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, the amendment to the title 
is agreed to. 

The amendment (No. 4687) was agreed 
to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nevada. 

Mr. ENSIGN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak as in 
morning business for 5 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CHILD CUSTODY PROTECTION ACT 

Mr. ENSIGN. Mr. President, I rise to 
speak today about the Child Custody 
Protection Act. A bill the Senate will 
debate shortly. I believe, as a father of 
three children, including one daughter, 
it is a very important piece of legisla-
tion. 

Good people can disagree on issues 
even of profound moral consequence. 
Most Americans, even those who con-
sider themselves pro-choice, believe 
there should be at least some restric-
tions on abortion. 

I believe this is one of those situa-
tions where we should be able to come 
together and find some common 
ground. The Child Custody Protection 
Act simply states that if an adult will-
fully takes a minor child across State 
lines to get an abortion, for the pur-
pose of avoiding a State’s parental con-
sent or notification law that would be 
a Federal crime for that adult. 

Judicial bypass is an integral part of 
all effective parental consent laws. So 
for those concerned about the cases of 
parental rape or incest and what a 
child does in that case?—there is a ju-
dicial review, a judicial bypass avail-
able. The Child Custody Protection Act 
would only apply in those States pa-
rental consent or notification laws in 
place. 

This is an important piece of legisla-
tion, especially for parents as many of 
these cases involve a 20-something- 
year-old male who has impregnated a 
young teenager, often a 13, 14, 15-year- 
old girl, which has ended in a secret 
abortion. 

Now because your little girl had be-
come pregnant and this 20-something- 
year-old realized that is a crime of 
statutory rape, they want to dispose of 
the evidence. So they decide to talk 
your little girl into going across State 
lines for an abortion because your 
State law requires parental notifica-
tion or parental consent for such a pro-
cedure. They go to the State next door, 
take care of the abortion, and you, the 
parent, know nothing about it. How 
would you feel as a parent in a situa-
tion such as that? 

Even further, abortion is a surgical 
procedure. Our kids are not even al-
lowed to get an aspirin in school with-
out parental consent. They are not al-
lowed to take a field trip without pa-
rental consent. They are not allowed to 
take sex education classes without pa-
rental consent. Yet, remarkably, it is 
not against the law evade parental con-
sent or notice requirements to take a 
child across State lines to get a sur-
gical procedure, a surgical abortion. 

It is time for legislation such as the 
Child Custody Protection Act. I realize 
that emotions run high on both sides of 
the abortion issue. They run deeply 

and have divided our country for some 
time. We need to look for a place of 
common ground. A place where reason-
able people should be able to come to-
gether and agree to at least have this 
one restriction on abortion, agree that 
parents should be involved in the deci-
sions, especially the medical decisions, 
involving their children. The Child 
Custody Protection Act does just that. 
This is legislation where we preserve 
parent rights, we preserve State rights, 
and we do something that approxi-
mately 80 percent of the American peo-
ple support. 

As we debate this bill over the next 
several days, I hope people will take an 
honest look at the intent of this legis-
lation. I hope people will not automati-
cally, because the word ‘‘abortion’’ is 
contained in this legislation, say: I 
can’t vote for such a measure because 
it contains abortion language. I hope 
people will say: Let’s find the common 
ground. Let’s look for things that are 
reasonable and come together on an 
issue that should be agreed on to pro-
tect our children, our daughters. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

NOMINATION OF NEIL M. GORSUCH 
TO BE UNITED STATES CIRCUIT 
JUDGE FOR THE TENTH CIRCUIT 

NOMINATION OF BOBBY E. SHEP-
HERD TO BE UNITED STATES 
CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE 
EIGHTH CIRCUIT 

NOMINATION OF DANIEL PORTER 
JORDAN III TO BE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR 
THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF 
MISSISSIPPI 

NOMINATION OF GUSTAVO ANTO-
NIO GELPI TO BE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR 
THE DISTRICT OF PUERTO RICO 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to consider 
the following nominations, which the 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nations of Neil M. Gorsuch, of Colo-
rado, to be United States Circuit Judge 
for the Tenth Circuit; Bobby E. Shep-
herd, of Arkansas, to be United States 
Circuit Judge for the Eighth Circuit; 
Daniel Porter Jordan III, of Mis-
sissippi, to be United States District 
Judge for the Southern District of Mis-
sissippi; and Gustavo Antonio Gelpi, of 
Puerto Rico, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the District of Puerto 
Rico. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Pennsylvania. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 13:31 May 03, 2017 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00164 Fmt 0686 Sfmt 0634 E:\FDSYS\BOUNDRECORD\BR20JY06.DAT BR20JY06ej
oy

ne
r 

on
 D

S
K

30
M

W
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-03-05T23:48:49-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




