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CONGRATULATING BALDWIN HIGH 

SCHOOL CHEERLEADERS 

∑ Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I wish to 
congratulate the Baldwin High School 
cheerleading team, from Wailuku, 
Maui, HI, who on March 25, 2006, won a 
national title at the National Cheer-
leaders Association U.S. Championship. 

The Baldwin cheerleaders placed first 
in the small varsity coed division 
against teams from the Western United 
States Radford High School, also from 
my State of Hawaii, was the second 
place team to Baldwin High School. 
The Baldwin cheerleaders were then 
named grand champions for placing 
highest in the most divisions, beating 
out 144 other participating teams. 

I am proud not only of the impressive 
achievements but also of the humility 
and sportsmanship that the team dis-
played. The team represented the State 
of Hawaii very well. 

I recognize the sacrifices many fam-
ily members and friends made to sup-
port the team. These young men and 
women would not have been able to 
enjoy the athletic competitions if it 
were not for the moral and financial 
support of their families and commu-
nity. I applaud these efforts and wish 
all the players and their families the 
best in their future endeavors. Finally, 
I recognize the hard work and dedica-
tion of the participants and coaches. 

I ask to have printed in the RECORD 
the team’s roster as reported by The 
Maui News. 

The material follows. 
Niki Fernandez, Jayme-Lynn 

Kashiwamura, Cory Manibog, Shawna Mat-
sunaga, Keoni Mawae, Gillian Platt, Tiare 
Pimental, Sherise Shimabuku, Zeyuna 
Tabernero, Jenna Takushi, Kamala Klask 
and Lavancia ‘‘Anela’’ Winn 

Head Coach JoAnn Yap and Assistant 
Coach Matt Balangitao∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO KATHY A. RUFFING 

∑ Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I take a 
moment to recognize someone who has 
provided invaluable assistance to the 
Budget Committee for many years. 
After 25 years of service at the Con-
gressional Budget Office, or CBO, as we 
call it, Kathy A. Ruffing will be retir-
ing at the end of this month. 

During her tenure at CBO, Ms. 
Ruffing earned a well-deserved reputa-
tion for tirelessly producing high-qual-
ity analyses on a wide range of topics 
including interest costs and the Fed-
eral debt, Federal pay, immigration, 
and Social Security. In particular, 
Members and their staffs came to de-
pend on Kathy’s thorough knowledge of 
the Social Security Program as they 
developed proposals for addressing the 
program’s financial status and benefit 
structure. She also made major con-
tributions to CBO’s reports on the eco-
nomic and budget outlook and the re-
estimates of the President’s budget. 
Her analyses always displayed those 

characteristics of CBO’s reports that 
we in the Congress most value—impar-
tiality, clarity, and comprehensive-
ness. In fact, Kathy was a principal ar-
chitect of the formats of many tables 
on which the Budget Committee has 
come to rely so heavily. 

The Congress will feel the loss of a 
dedicated public servant who selflessly 
worked extraordinary hours in helping 
us advance the legislative process. We 
will miss Kathy’s expertise and coun-
sel. 

I know that I speak for all of the 
Members who have served on the Budg-
et Committees of the House and Senate 
during the past 25 years and all of our 
staff when I express our gratitude to 
Kathy for all of her contributions to 
the legislative process.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 9:48 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House having pro-
ceeded to reconsider the bill (H.R. 810) 
to amend the Public Health Service 
Act to provide for human embryonic 
stem cell research, returned by the 
President of the United States with his 
objections, to the House of Representa-
tives, in which it originated, it was re-
solved, that the said bill do not pass, 
two-thirds of the House of Representa-
tives not agreeing to pass the same. 

f 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

The President pro tempore (Mr. STE-
VENS) reported that he had signed the 
following enrolled bill, which was pre-
viously signed by the Speaker of the 
House: 

H.R. 5117. An act to exempt persons with 
disabilities from the prohibition against pro-
viding section 8 rental assistance to college 
students. 

At 12:23 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 2389. An act to amend title 28, United 
States Code, with respect to the jurisdiction 
of Federal courts over certain cases and con-
troversies involving the Pledge of Alle-
giance. 

H.R. 5683. An act to preserve the Mt. 
Soledad Veterans Memorial in San Diego, 
California, by providing for the immediate 
acquisition of the memorial by the United 
States. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME 

The following bill was read the first 
time: 

S. 3711. A bill to enhance the energy inde-
pendence and security of the United States 
by providing for exploration, development, 
and production activities for mineral re-
sources in the Gulf of Mexico, and for other 
purposes. 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–7585. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Tech-
nology and Logistics), transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a report relative to the date on 
which a report on the budgeting of the De-
partment of Defense for the sustainment of 
key military equipment will be submitted; 
to the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–7586. A communication from the Assist-
ant Director, Executive and Political Per-
sonnel, Department of Defense, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, (3) reports relative to 
vacancy announcements within the Depart-
ment, received on July 17, 2006; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

EC–7587. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, Agricultural Marketing Serv-
ice, Department of Agriculture, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Marketing Order Regulating the Han-
dling of Spearmint Oil Produced in the Far 
West; Revision of the Salable Quantity and 
Allotment Percentage for Class 3 (Native) 
Spearmint Oil for the 2006–2007 Marketing 
Year’’ (Docket No. FV06–985–2 IFR) received 
on July 13, 2006; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–7588. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office 
of Policy, Economics, and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Bacillus Thuringiensis Cry1A.105 Protein 
and the Genetic Material Necessary for Its 
Production in Corn in or on All Corn Com-
modities; Temporary Exemption From the 
Requirement of a Tolerance’’ (FRL No. 8076– 
5) received on June 13, 2006; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

EC–7589. A communication from the Presi-
dent and Chief Executive Officer, Federal 
Home Loan Bank of Topeka, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the Bank’s 2005 Statement 
on System of Internal Controls, audited fi-
nancial statements, and Report of Inde-
pendent Auditors on Internal Control over 
Financial Reporting; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–7590. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Board of Governors of the Federal 
Reserve System, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the Board’s 92nd Annual Report, which 
covers the Board’s operations for calendar 
year 2005; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–7591. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Board of Governors of the Federal 
Reserve System, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the Board’s semiannual Monetary Pol-
icy Report; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–7592. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy, Department of Homeland Security, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report that fund-
ing for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
as a result of the influx of evacuees from 
areas struck by Hurricane Katrina beginning 
on August 29, 2005, and continuing, has ex-
ceeded $5,000,000; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–7593. A communication from the Coun-
sel for Legislation and Regulations, Office of 
Housing, Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Debenture In-
terest Payment Charges’’ ((RIN2502– 
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AI41)(FR–4945–F–01)) received on July 17, 
2006; to the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs. 

EC–7594. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Energy, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report entitled ‘‘Agreement on the Es-
tablishment of the ITER International Fu-
sion Energy Organization for the Joint Im-
plementation of the ITER Project’’; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–7595. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Minerals Management Service, Depart-
ment of the Interior, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Oil and 
Gas and Sulphur Operations and Leasing in 
the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS)—Recov-
ery of Costs Related to the Regulation of Oil 
and Gas Activities on the OCS’’ (RIN1010– 
AD23) received on July 18, 2006; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

EC–7596. A communication from the Assist-
ant Legal Adviser for Treaty Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to the 
Case-Zablocki Act, 1 U.S.C. 112b, as amended, 
the report of the texts and background state-
ments of international agreements, other 
than treaties (List 06–155–06–169); to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–7597. A communication from the De-
partment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report relative to the Development 
Assistance and Child Survival and Health 
Programs Fund; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations. 

EC–7598. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report relative to Section 589 of the 
Foreign Operations, Export Financing, and 
Related Programs Act, 2006 (‘‘the Act’’) in 
regards to permitting the continued use of 
funds appropriated by the Act for assistance 
to the Government of the Russian Federa-
tion; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

EC–7599. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the semi-annual report on the continued 
compliance of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, 
Moldova, the Russian Federation, 
Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan with the 1974 
Trade Act’s freedom of emigration provi-
sions, as required under the Jackson-Vanik 
Amendment; to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

EC–7600. A communication from the Assist-
ant Administrator, Bureau for Legislative 
and Public Affairs, U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a report relative to a program to 
be initiated in Nepal by the U.S. Agency for 
International Development’s Office of Tran-
sition Initiatives (OTI); to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

f 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and 
were referred or ordered to lie on the 
table as indicated: 

POM–393. A resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives of the Legislature 
of the State of Florida relative to urging 
Congress to support a National Catastrophe 
Insurance Program; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

HOUSE MEMORIALS NO. 541 
Whereas, during the 2004 and 2005 hurricane 

seasons, the State of Florida was devastated 
by eight hurricanes and four tropical storms, 

causing approximately $35 billion in esti-
mated gross probable insurance losses, and 

Whereas, the hurricanes from the 2004 and 
2005 hurricane seasons have produced high 
winds, coastal storm surges, torrential 
rainfalls, and flooding resulting in signifi-
cant damage to Florida and the Gulf Coast 
states, which has resulted in displacement of 
policyholders from their dwellings, loss of 
personal belongings and contents, closing of 
businesses and financial institutions, and 
temporary loss of employment and has cre-
ated numerous health and safety issues with-
in our local communities, and 

Whereas, in 1992, Hurricane Andrew re-
sulted in approximately $20.8 billion in in-
sured losses and was previously the costliest 
catastrophe in the United States, but Hurri-
cane Katrina alone left the Gulf Coast states 
with an estimated loss of approximately $35 
billion, and 

Whereas, natural disasters continually 
threaten communities across the United 
States with extreme weather conditions that 
pose an immediate danger to the lives, prop-
erty, and security of the residents of those 
communities, and 

Whereas, the insurance industry, state offi-
cials, and consumer groups have been striv-
ing to develop solutions to insure mega-cata-
strophic risks, because hurricanes, earth-
quakes, tornadoes, typhoons, floods, 
wildfires, ice storms, and other natural ca-
tastrophes continue to affect policyholders 
across the United States, and 

Whereas, on November 16 and 17, 2005, in-
surance commissioners from Florida, Cali-
fornia, Illinois, and New York convened a 
summit to devise a national catastrophe in-
surance plan which would more effectively 
spread insurance risks and help mitigate the 
tremendous financial damage survivors con-
tend with following such catastrophes: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Legislature of the State of 
Florida, That the Congress of the United 
States is urged to support a National Catas-
trophe Insurance Program. Policyholders re-
quire a rational insurance mechanism for re-
sponding to the economic losses resulting 
from catastrophic events. The risk of catas-
trophes must be addressed through a public- 
private partnership involving individuals, 
private industry, local and state govern-
ments, and the Federal Government. A na-
tional catastrophe insurance program is nec-
essary to promote personal responsibility 
among policyholders; support strong build-
ing codes, development plans, and other 
mitigation tools; maximize the risk-bearing 
capacity of the private markets; and provide 
quantifiable risk management through the 
Federal Government. The program should 
encompass: 

(1) Providing consumers with a private 
market residential insurance program that 
provides all-perils protection. 

(2) Promoting personal responsibility 
through mitigation; promoting the retro-
fitting of existing housing stock; and pro-
viding individuals with the ability to man-
age their own disaster savings accounts that, 
similar to health savings accounts, accumu-
late on a tax-advantaged basis for the pur-
pose of paying for mitigation enhancements 
and catastrophic losses. 

(3) Creating tax-deferred insurance com-
pany catastrophe reserves to benefit policy-
holders. These tax-deferred reserves would 
build up over time and only be eligible to be 
used to pay for future catastrophic losses. 

(4) Enhancing local and state government’s 
role in establishing and maintaining effec-
tive building codes, mitigation education, 

and land use management; promoting state 
emergency management, preparedness, and 
response; and creating state or multistate 
regional catastrophic risk financing mecha-
nisms such as the Florida Hurricane Catas-
trophe Fund. 

( 5) Creating a national catastrophe financ-
ing mechanism that would provide a quan-
tifiable level of risk management and financ-
ing for mega-catastrophes; maximizing the 
risk-bearing capacity of the private markets; 
and allowing for aggregate risk pooling of 
natural disasters funded through sound risk- 
based premiums paid in correct proportion 
by all policyholders in the United States. Be 
it further 

Resolved, That copies of this memorial be 
dispatched to the President of the United 
States, to the President of the United States 
Senate, to the Speaker of the United States 
House of Representatives, and to each mem-
ber of the Florida delegation to the United 
States Congress. 

POM–394. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the Legislature of the State of Massa-
chusetts relative to memorializing the Con-
gress of the United States to provide relief 
from growing energy costs; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

RESOLUTION 
Whereas, high fuel prices have a negative 

impact on the standard of living of con-
sumers and high fuel prices have a negative 
impact on the productivity of businesses; 
and 

Whereas, according to the United States 
Department of Energy, Massachusetts citi-
zens pay some of the highest energy prices in 
the Nation, behind only Hawaii and Wash-
ington, DC; and 

Whereas, as of May 12, 2006, AAA reports 
the current average price of a gallon of gaso-
line in Massachusetts to be $2.93, up from 
$2.186 only a year ago; and 

Whereas, as of May 2, 2006, the Massachu-
setts Division of Energy Resources reported 
the average price of a gallon of heating oil in 
Massachusetts to be $2.58, up from $1.91 and 
$1.49 at this time of the year in 2005 and 2004 
respectively; and 

Whereas, home heating and electricity ex-
penditures for Massachusetts residents are 
expected to be up by over one third this year 
(October 2005–October 2006), this being an av-
erage increase of $700 per family or 0.6 per-
cent of personal income; and 

Whereas, high fuel prices impose an espe-
cially high burden on low-income families 
and the United States Department of Energy 
found that the average American spends 3.5 
percent of their income on energy bills, but 
low-income households average 14 percent of 
their income; and 

Whereas, the President’s 2006 budget in-
cluded cuts of some $9.7 million over the 
next 4 years to the low-income home energy 
assistance program, which benefits many 
Massachusetts seniors; and 

Whereas, according to a 2005 National Con-
sumer Law Report, as a result of 3 of the 
past 4 years having unprecedented heating 
oil and natural gas prices, Massachusetts’ 
residential consumers have higher averages 
than they have ever faced and community 
action agencies are reporting more aggres-
sive collection activities from some utilities 
as well as encountering greater difficulty ne-
gotiating payment plans for low-income cus-
tomers; and 

Whereas, poor road conditions exacerbate 
the impact of high fuel costs by reducing fuel 
economy; and 

Whereas, according to a 2005 United States 
Department of Transportation report of road 
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