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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 
TRIBUTE TO MIKE PARMAN 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 20, 2006 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of Michael J. Parman, who 
had a long and distinguished career as editor 
and publisher of the Santa Rosa Press Demo-
crat, the newspaper of record in Sonoma 
County. 

Mike Parman died on July 1st after a long 
fight against pancreatic cancer. His rise to the 
top of the North Coast’s publishing world was 
marked by grit, determination and independ-
ence. His tenure at the Press Democrat was 
marked by excellence and community involve-
ment. And his final days marked by self- 
awareness, humor and grace. 

Orphaned at 14, Mike raised himself in 
Reno, Nevada under the guardianship of two 
far-apart relatives. He attended Reno High 
School where he played basketball and was 
on the wrestling team. Inspired by his jour-
nalism teacher, Rex Daniels, he became a 
sports writer, and the school paper’s sports 
editor, and wrote a weekly column for Reno’s 
daily paper. Mike went on to the University of 
Nevada at Reno, where, while earning bach-
elors and master’s degrees, he wrestled and 
boxed and worked as editor and sports editor 
of the campus paper, and continued to write 
for the Nevada State Journal. 

In 1967, he married Michaele McCulloch, 
the daughter of journalist Frank McCulloch 
and Jackie McCulloch, a marriage that lasted 
until his death and produced two children, 
Chris and Leah, who are now parents them-
selves. 

After completing his master’s degree in 
1968, Parman was called to military duty. He 
served as an Army journalist and photog-
rapher in Vietnam, where he earned a Bronze 
Star and Army Commendation Medal. 

In 1970 he was hired as a reporter by the 
Pioneer Press, a group of weekly newspapers 
on Chicago’s North Shore. He quickly rose to 
managing editor and at the same time worked 
as a stringer for Money Magazine. In 1973 he 
headed west for California, and worked briefly 
as a copy editor of the Santa Rosa Press 
Democrat before being hired at the Sac-
ramento Bee. Starting at the copy desk, he 
successively was promoted to executive 
sports editor, weekend editor, assistant man-
aging editor, and finally managing editor. 

When the New York Times acquired the 
then privately-owned Press Democrat in 1985, 
Mike saw an opportunity play a major role in 
remaking the paper. At the Press Democrat, 
Mike Parman, first as editor, then as publisher, 
oversaw several major graphic redesigns of 
the paper, the construction of a regional print-
ing facility, and the winning of dozens of 
awards, including a Pulitzer for Photography 
and a Polk Award for a series of articles. 

During his 20 years at the Press Democrat, 
Mike Parman not only improved the look of 
the paper and the quality of its journalism and 
expanded its circulation; he also became 
deeply involved in community affairs. Mike 
Parman served as the President of the Santa 
Rosa Chamber of Commerce, on the board of 
directors of the Sonoma County United Way 
and on the Advisory Board of the Green Music 
Center and the North Bay Council. 

When Mike Parman retired for health rea-
sons in December 2005, he did not give up 
his public voice. Instead, he took to the new 
media, and began writing an Internet ‘‘blog,’’ 
which gave a very personal account of how 
he, his family and friends were dealing with 
his cancer. Mike’s blog revealed a man facing 
mortality and the terrors of cancer with cour-
age, compassion and good humor. Going on 
vacation, Mike wrote that his cancer was a 
thing that he chose to leave behind. While un-
dergoing chemotherapy, he wrote that he an-
ticipated speaking at a rally where ‘‘I will mop 
my sweating brow, gray hair will explode from 
my head and little children will run home 
screaming.’’ And if he used medical marijuana, 
the rather straight laced Parman feared he 
would be ‘‘Thrown in jail and forced to wear 
paisley pajamas the rest of my life.’’ 

Mike Parman’s blog brought heartfelt re-
sponses from dozens of cancer patients and 
survivors, because he not only expressed his 
own feelings, but hit a universal chord. 

‘‘We make every moment count,’’ Mike 
Parman wrote. ‘‘We love deeper. We live 
deeper. We soar on hope and laughter. We 
appreciate everything and nothing is taken for 
granted.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, if only we could all live that 
way every day of our lives. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MR. RAMON AYALA 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 20, 2006 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Ramon Ayala, one of the most ac-
complished norteño music legends, for his 
contribution as the headlining act at the Sup-
ply Our Students Concert on August 2nd, 
2006. 

Mr. Ayala was born on March 10th, 1945, 
and first began his love of norteño music at 
six years of age by playing the accordion in 
small Mexican towns. He then started his path 
to his success by forming the Los 
Relampagos Del Norte band in the 1960s that 
defined modern norteño music. He has per-
formed over a hundred albums, each one 
completely distinctive in the musical style that 
is the trademark of Mr. Ayala. 

Mr. Ayala also has received two Grammy 
awards for his music, and numerous other 

awards. He is known for his philanthropic in-
volvement in the community of South Texas 
with underprivileged children and children with 
disabilities. Mr. Ayala has raised thousands of 
dollars for school supplies in the previous 
Supply Our Students concerts, and I com-
mend him for his dedication to the education 
of our children in the great State of Texas. He 
is a truly exceptional musician and a role 
model for aspiring musicians. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have had this 
time to recognize the exemplary career of Mr. 
Ramon Ayala and his involvement with the 
Supply Our Students concert in the City of La-
redo on August 2nd, 2006, and I thank you for 
this time. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CHIEF MASTER SER-
GEANT DAVID G. HARLOW FOR 
HIS 29 YEARS OF MILITARY 
SERVICE TO THIS COUNTRY. 

HON. JOE BACA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 20, 2006 

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, as another Fourth 
of July has passed us by, Americans are 
again reminded of the sacrifices so many have 
made and continue to make in order to protect 
the freedoms we enjoy today. None of these 
freedoms would be possible if it weren’t for the 
brave men and women of our United States 
Armed Forces. 

I stand here today to honor one such indi-
vidual, Chief Master Sergeant David G. Har-
low. On August 26, 2006, Chief Harlow will re-
tire from reserve duty, after more than 29 
years of federal military service in the defense 
of our great nation. 

Chief Harlow was born in Riverside, Cali-
fornia, and attended Charter Oak High School, 
where he excelled at Track and Field. After his 
graduation from Charter Oak, he enlisted in 
the United States Air Force in July of 1966. 
Upon completion of his basic training at 
Lackland Air Force Base in Texas, Chief Har-
low was assigned to Whellus Air Force Base 
in Libya, where he worked in information man-
agement. In July of 1968, he was reassigned 
to the 7272nd Fighter Interceptor Squadron, at 
Kingsley Field in Oregon, where he served as 
an Information Management Specialist. 

Upon completion of his active duty service 
in July of 1970, Chief Harlow was licensed by 
the Department of Treasury as an Inter-
national Customs House Broker in the cargo 
industry. Over the next few years, Chief Har-
low became known as one of the top profes-
sionals in his field, and in 1980 he authored a 
book entitled ‘‘Importer’s Guide to U.S. Cus-
toms.’’ 

In August of 1981, Chief Harlow entered the 
Air Force Reserves at Norton Air Force Base 
in California, and was placed in the 445th Aer-
ial Port Flight, where he became the Unit 
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Training Manager. In July of 1985, he was re-
assigned to the 37th MAPS unit at March Air 
Force Base where he eventually became the 
Superintendent of Operations. In 1989, Chief 
Harlow was promoted to the rank of Master 
Sergeant. In November of 1990, he was reas-
signed to Saudi Arabia in support of operation 
Desert Storm, and served as his unit’s Deploy-
ment Team Chief. 

Upon his return from Operation Desert 
Storm, Chief Harlow was awarded the ‘‘Senior 
Non-Commissioned Officer of the Year’’ award 
and was promoted to the rank of Senior Mas-
ter Sergeant. Later, he was reassigned to the 
56th Aerial Port Squadron, where he intro-
duced a set of training exercises known as the 
Aerial Port Field Exercises. This program 
trained Aerial Port Squadrons in the areas of 
mobility deployment and chemical attack sur-
vival. Chief Harlow’s program was so success-
ful that it led to the 56th Aerial Port Squadron 
being awarded the Air Force’s prestigious 
‘‘Aerial Port of the Year Award’’. 

In June of 2000, Chief Harlow was pro-
moted to the rank of Chief Master Sergeant 
and became the Superintendent of Squadron 
Operations. In June of 2005 he was reas-
signed to the 50th Aerial Port Squadron as 
Superintendent of Squadron Operations. 

Chief Harlow has received numerous deco-
rations including the Air Reserve Meritorious 
Service Medal with Seven Oak Leaf clusters, 
the Air Force Commendation Medal, the Air 
force Achievement Medal with two Oak Leaf 
clusters, the National Defense Service Medal, 
the Southwest Asia Service medal, the Kuwait 
Liberation Medal, the Global War on Terrorism 
Service medal, the Air Force Good Conduct 
medal, and the National Defense Service 
Medal. 

Throughout his extraordinary service to our 
country, Chief Harlow has always been a dedi-
cated and loving family man. He is married to 
his wonderful wife, Laurie Harlow. Together 
they have two sons, David and Daniel, as well 
as four grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with an extreme sense of 
respect and pride that I stand here today to 
recognize Chief Master Sergeant David G. 
Harlow. His contributions to his family, the 
United States Air Force, and this great nation 
serve as a wonderful example of patriotism for 
all Americans to follow. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 20, 2006 

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, on 
the legislative day of July 10, 2006 the House 
voted on two measures under suspension of 
the rules. H.R. 5061, the Paint Bank and 
Wytheville National Fish Hatcheries Convey-
ance Act and H.R. 2563, to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to conduct feasibility stud-
ies to address certain water shortages within 
the Snake, Boise, and Payette River systems 
in Idaho. On rollcall votes No. 358 and No. 
359, I was unavoidably detained. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

TRIBUTE TO CHIKAMING 
TOWNSHIP 

HON. FRED UPTON 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 20, 2006 

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the 150th anniversary of the 
founding of a storied community in Southwest 
Michigan, Chikaming Township. This Satur-
day, members of the community will come to-
gether to celebrate the township’s sesqui-
centennial. 

The earliest known residents of Chikaming 
Township were the Miami Indians, who were 
first encountered by the European explorer, 
Father Jaques Marquette, in 1675. By the 
early 1820s the land was ceded to the U.S. 
Government and Chikaming was formally es-
tablished on March 6, 1856. The first pioneers 
to settle there were lumbermen who harvested 
trees that were used to build the piers that ex-
tend out into Lake Michigan—a source of 
great pride for all Michiganders who reside on 
the lakeshore. As time passed, the first of 
many successful farmers and growers in 
Southwest Michigan took advantage of the soil 
and climate of Chikaming by harvesting a vari-
ety of fruits and vegetables. The magnificent 
weather and scenic beauty of the land at-
tracted families to vacation on the lake’s 
shores and continues to be a popular summer 
escape today. 

Chikaming Township has also long been an 
important center of commerce for Southwest 
Michigan. Forestry and agriculture are only 
two of the many industries that have strength-
ened Southwest Michigan’s economy. The 
beautiful beaches and friendly residents have 
been bringing generations back to the town-
ship for years. 

I would like to congratulate the residents of 
Chikaming on their sesquicentennial. Know 
that your vital community will continue to be a 
blessing and an asset to our comer of South-
west Michigan for many years to come. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO REVEREND S.L. 
ROBERSON 

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 20, 2006 

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the tremendous works of Rev-
erend S.L. Roberson, of Ypsilanti, Michigan as 
he marks his 52nd year of service to his 
church and his community. 

Born in Moundville, Alabama, Reverend 
Roberson moved to Ypsilanti when he was 
two years old and has remained there since. 
He attended school in Ypsilanti and went to 
Eastern Michigan University for his under-
graduate degree and continued his education 
at Detroit Bible College, ultimately earning his 
Doctorate of Divinity at Urban Bible College. 

While honorably serving his country in the 
United States Marine Corps, the Reverend 
formed the unique perspective he has on the 
world, one that would help him in his decision 

to serve his fellow man. After his military serv-
ice, Mr. Roberson went to work for Ford Motor 
Company in their Labor Relations and Per-
sonnel Services of Industrial Relations Depart-
ment ultimately staying for 33 years. Through 
this position, he was able to help many indi-
viduals find employment, in turn bettering their 
own lives. The Reverend’s other services are 
numerous, including posts as Treasurer of the 
Huron Valley District Association and Presi-
dent of the Ypsilanti Housing Commission. 

In 1954, Reverend Roberson heard the call 
to service and became the Pastor of the Met-
ropolitan Memorial Baptist Church in Ypsilanti. 
He has stayed with Metropolitan Baptist for 52 
years and by every account his service has 
been productive. He provides leadership and 
moral guidance for his congregation, in turn 
leading the community through his example. 
His tenure has been so successful that he has 
received the Lawyers Association’s Liberty 
Bell, the Ypsilanti Police Department’s Honor 
Award, the Washtenaw Community College’s 
Service Award and the city of Ypsilanti has 
designated December 14th as Reverend S.L. 
Roberson day. His faith also led him to serve 
as Chaplain of the Ypsilanti Police Depart-
ment. 

Reverend Roberson is a man of faith who 
embodies the characteristics of service, love 
and decency. I am glad and fortunate to know 
the Reverend and the people of Ypsilanti have 
truly benefited from such an upstanding and 
committed civic and spiritual leader. I thank 
the Reverend for his service and wish him the 
best in his future endeavors. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF INSPECTOR 
GENERAL RESOLUTION 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 20, 2006 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, today I, along 
with Reps. HOWARD BERMAN (D–CA) and 
JERROLD NADLER (D–NY), am introducing a 
resolution commending the U.S. Department 
of Justice’s Office of the Inspector General. 
For those who may not be aware, the Office 
of the Inspector General (OIG) was estab-
lished in 1988 as part of an effort to inves-
tigate waste, prevent fraud, and review legisla-
tion at the Department. 

The OIG and its agents and employees 
have been unwavering in their pursuit of jus-
tice. Even in the most trying of times, the OIG 
has been steadfast in its resolve. For instance, 
it was the OIG that uncovered the truth behind 
the incarceration of Brandon Mayfield as a 
material witness in the Madrid bombing inves-
tigation. It was the OIG that exposed the 
abuses of detainees in federal custody after 
the September 11 attacks. 

On June 21, 2006, Special Agent William 
‘‘Buddy’’ Sentner gave his life in service to his 
country, attempting to execute a search war-
rant on behalf of the Department. He left be-
hind a legacy of public service and patriotism. 
His service no doubt will inspire those who fol-
low. 

This resolution recognizes the contributions 
and sacrifices of the agents, attorneys, and 
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