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enough to serve with several distinguished 
men of Alpha Phi Alpha, including: Congress-
man CHARLES RANGEL, Congressman GREG-
ORY MEEKS, Congressman ROBERT SCOTT, 
Congressman CHAKA FATTAH, Congressman 
EMANUEL CLEAVER, Congressman DAVID 
SCOTT, Congressman DANNY DAVIS, and Con-
gressman AL GREEN. I know that my fellow 
colleagues and Congressional Black Caucus 
Members equal the respect and admiration for 
Mr. Mainor. 

I have the highest esteem for Rayfer Earl’e 
Mainor and his work, and I look forward to 
many more bright expressions of poetry, 
prose, and art in the years ahead. 
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HONORING LOUIS ‘‘BOTCH’’ 
TONELLA, NAPA COUNTY, CALI-
FORNIA 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 20, 2006 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the achievements of 
Louis ‘‘Botch’’ Tonella on the occasion of his 
recognition as the Napa County Farm Bu-
reau’s Agriculturalist of the Year for 2006. 

Mr. Tonella has been an active participant in 
the remarkable transformation of the Napa 
Valley into the world’s premier wine-growing 
region. His career in vineyards started at a 
young age when he went to work at the Ponti- 
Beaulieu Vineyards, helping tend vines and 
trimming the orchards. During the difficult 
years of the Great Depression, he and a friend 
opened a general store in Rutherford to serve 
the needs of local farms and families. In 1949 
Mr. Tonella purchased a vineyard, which he 
owned and operated for half a century before 
passing control to his son. Working among the 
vines beside his employees during the har-
vests, Botch was known for being a hard 
worker and team player. He drove his tractor 
through the vineyards a final time in 1997, at 
the age of 85. 

Mr. Speaker, in addition to his achievement 
as a vineyard owner, we should acknowledge 
Mr. Tonella’s role as a member and leader of 
the community in the Napa Valley. He has 
performed the invaluable service of a volun-
teer fire fighter for the Rutherford Fire Depart-
ment, including 10 years as the fire chief. He 
was also a founding member of the Sunny St. 
Helena Co-op Winery and an active participant 
in the Farm Bureau of Napa County for many 
years. 

Mr. Tonella’s life has been blessed by the 
company of his wife of 70 years, Eda Villa. His 
son Raymond now owns the Tonella vine-
yards, which today includes the Ponti vine-
yards Mr. Tonella worked on during his first 
job in the 1920s. The arrival of his first great- 
grandchild earlier this year marks another wel-
come addition to the Tonella family. 

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate at this time 
that we recognize Louis ‘‘Botch’’ Tonella for 
his lifetime of dedication, hard work and suc-
cess in the vineyards of the Napa Valley and 
his leadership as a member of numerous or-
ganizations in our community. 

CONGRATULATING ELLICOTT CITY 
AND COLUMBIA, MARYLAND FOR 
BEING NAMED ONE OF THE 
‘‘BEST PLACES TO LIVE’’ IN 
AMERICA BY MONEY MAGAZINE 

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 20, 2006 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Ellicott City and Columbia, Mary-
land located in beautiful Howard County which 
is part of my district, the 7th District of Mary-
land, for placing 4th on Money Magazine’s 
‘‘Best Places to Live’’ 2006 list. 

This list recognizes what we in Maryland 
have known for years: that Ellicott City and 
Columbia provide the best of both worlds—an 
economy in which parents and children can 
thrive and a quality of life that allows them to 
enjoy the fruits of their labor. 

Located in the corridor between Baltimore, 
Maryland, and Washington, DC, the area that 
became known as Ellicott City was a tobacco 
outpost until the Ellicott brothers turned it into 
the flour-milling capital of the 1700s. Two cen-
turies later, Columbia grew from the vision of 
developer Jim Rouse, who created the town 
as an alternative to the epidemic of boring 
suburbs. Only 5 miles apart and now called 
home by 160,000 Marylanders, these two 
towns provide an active and charming down-
town, a major music venue, a 30,000 square 
foot arts center, an impressive mall, and over 
4,500 acres of park space. The Money Maga-
zine recognition stands as a testament to the 
fine administration of the county and local gov-
ernments and to the residents’ long-standing 
commitment to active community involve-
ment—working together to ensure the highest 
quality of life. 

Mr. Speaker, Ellicott City and Columbia are 
not just great places to play and enjoy life, 
they are also excellent places to work and at-
tend school. About one-third of these residents 
work at local businesses, at one of the na-
tional corporations headquartered there, or at 
the Howard County General Hospital, a mem-
ber of Johns Hopkins Medicine. Many others 
make the commute to nearby Baltimore, or 
Washington, DC. 

In addition, Howard County’s public schools, 
from kindergarten through community college, 
are constantly ranked among the best in the 
State and boast test scores 50 percent above 
average. Parents know that their children are 
receiving the best education possible, due to 
the hard work and dedication of the employ-
ees of the Howard County Public School Sys-
tem led by Superintendent Dr. Sydney L. 
Cousin, who has served the school system for 
almost 20 years in an exemplary manner. 

With its top schools, great jobs, low crime 
rates, variety of recreational activities, and 
acres of open space, it is no surprise that Co-
lumbia and Ellicott City beat 741 other com-
munities to place fourth on Money Magazine’s 
Best Places to Live 2006 list. I applaud How-
ard County Executive James N. Robey for his 
nearly four decades of service to Howard 
County, as well as the citizens of Columbia 
and Ellicott City for making this area truly one 
of the best places to live in America—for it is 
the people who make our communities great. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend the other 2006 
Best Places winners, and I remind my col-
leagues to work with me to ensure that our 
policies support and facilitate the creation of 
livable communities for all Americans. 

Again, I congratulate Columbia and Ellicott 
City, located in my district in Howard County, 
Maryland, on receipt of this prestigious rec-
ognition. 
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A TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF RUTH 
MCKENRY 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 20, 2006 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and remember the life of Ruth McKenry. 
She was an exemplary woman and a premier 
advocate for health care and the agriculture 
industry in the Valley. She passed away on 
June 2, 2006. 

Ruth McKenry was a native of New York. 
She graduated from Bellevue School of Nurs-
ing in 1943 and became a U.S. Navy Nurse 
Corps Lt.j.g. serving from 1944 to 1946. Soon 
after being honorably discharged in 1946, she 
moved to California with her husband and 
worked as a registered nurse in various hos-
pitals in the Central Valley. 

Having raised four children, Mrs. McKenry 
was very knowledgable and experienced as a 
nurse. She worked for the Selma District Hos-
pital Emergency Room, as well as at the Doc-
tor’s Hospital in Modesto, California, special-
izing in orthopedics, cardiology, surgery and 
as a relief supervisor. Furthermore, having an 
extensive background and a great under-
standing of the health care industry, Ruth was 
a long-time advocate for improving the health 
care system in the country. She was involved 
in the politics of the Valley and held several 
important positions in different organizations. 

Ruth maintained an encompassing interest 
in the activities of her community. She served 
as a Brownie Girl Scout Leader, 4–H Leader, 
and as a volunteer for a local Well Baby Clin-
ic. Additionally, her involvement in many vital 
agricultural groups and organizations left a 
mark on the people of the Valley. After retiring 
as a registered nurse, Ruth farmed grape 
vineyards and together with her husband, 
managed McKenry Farms in Kingsburg, Cali-
fornia. Being a farmer herself, Ruth was 
strongly engrossed in the workings of the agri-
cultural industry. She served as the State and 
Federal Legislative Chair and the Agricultural 
Labor Chair for the California Women for Agri-
culture (CWA). She also served as the Agri-
cultural Labor Chair for the American Agri- 
Women (AAW) and for the Tulare County 
Farm Bureau. 

Additionally, Ruth was involved with Women 
in Farm Economics and the California Farm 
Bureau Federation Agricultural Labor Com-
mittee. Many of her colleagues, especially in 
the CWA and AAW attest to her enthusiasm 
and her driving force in pushing for change in 
the agricultural labor industry, especially in 
providing farm workers access to necessary 
health care programs. Ruth once stated, ‘‘My 
involvement in agricultural labor has given me 
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