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substantive issues, both of which will con-
tribute to a comprehensive settlement. I wel-
come these developments. 

As a full-fledged member of the European 
Union, Cyprus is playing a vital role in Euro-
pean affairs while also strengthening relations 
with the United States. Last July, the United 
States and the Republic of Cyprus signed a 
reciprocal Proliferation Security Initiative, PSI, 
Ship Boarding Agreement, which is aimed at 
preventing the proliferation of weapons of 
mass destruction. Cyprus was the first EU 
member to sign this agreement. In the fall Cy-
prus became a signatory to the International 
Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nu-
clear Terrorism. Finally, as citizens from many 
nations including the United States evacuate 
from Lebanon, Cyprus is providing critical sup-
port in helping these individuals reach safety. 

A unified Cyprus would promote stability, 
both politically and economically, to the entire 
Mediterranean region. The people of Cyprus 
deserve a unified and democratic country, and 
I remain hopeful that a peaceful settlement will 
be found so that the division of Cyprus will 
come to an end. 

In recognition of the spirit of the people of 
Cyprus, I ask my colleagues to join me in sol-
emnly commemorating the 32nd anniversary 
of the invasion of Cyprus. 

Long live freedom. 
Long live Cyprus. 
Long live Greece. 
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GREEK AND TURKISH CYPRIOTS 

HON. ED WHITFIELD 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 20, 2006 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I, with my 
colleague Congressman WEXLER of Florida, 
would like to submit a statement regarding the 
current situation on the island of Cyprus. 

As both Greek and Turkish Cypriots reflect 
on the events that took place more than 30 
years ago, there is good news coming from 
the divided island of Cyprus. After a hiatus of 
more than 2 years since the unsuccessful 
referenda of April 2004, in which the Turkish 
Cypriots overwhelmingly voted in favor of a 
U.N. plan for a settlement, while the Greek 
Cypriots overwhelmingly voted against it, the 
two Cypriot leaders, Turkish Cypriot leader 
Mehmet Ali Talat and Greek Cypriot leader 
Tasos Papadopoulos, met under U.N. aus-
pices on July 3 and 8, respectively, and 
agreed to hold further meetings at the tech-
nical, as well as political levels, on the basis 
of a ‘‘Set of Principles.’’ 

Among these principles aimed at ‘‘the unifi-
cation of Cyprus based on bi-zonal, 
bicommunal federation and political equality,’’ 
is a commitment to the creation of the ‘‘right 
atmosphere’’ in order for the process to be 
successful; the enactment of ‘‘confidence 
building measures’’ to that end, and putting an 
end to the ‘‘blame game.’’ 

The meeting of the two leaders and the 
agreement they reached have been welcomed 
by the international community, including the 
United States, the European Union and oth-
ers. 

It is important that this new and positive 
spirit demonstrated by the two Cypriot leaders 
be supported by the United States Congress 
in order to help the parties build trust and 
forge an atmosphere conducive to peace. It is 
our sincere hope that the spirit of reconcili-
ation and goodwill generated during the recent 
meetings will continue to be promoted by all 
parties involved. 

Mr. Speaker, as the process moves forward 
it is also important to recognize the resolve of 
the Turkish Cypriot people who have dem-
onstrated time after time an unwavering com-
mitment to reconciliation as well as remark-
able flexibility both in the 2004 referenda and 
after. Despite their continued commitment to 
reunify Cyprus, Turkish Cypriots are still await-
ing the fulfillment of the promises made to 
them by the international community before 
and after the referenda that their isolation 
would be lifted. We believe that both the Turk-
ish Cypriots and Turkey, whose support was 
crucial in securing the ‘‘yes’’ vote of the Turk-
ish Cypriots in the 2004 referenda, should be 
rewarded, not penalized, in order for the proc-
ess to move forward toward a lasting settle-
ment. 

More than ever before, it is important to 
support the recent progress made in Cyprus 
and look towards a brighter future for Greek 
and Turkish Cypriots. 
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TRIBUTE TO EMANUEL TURNER 
OF HERNANDO COUNTY, FL 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 20, 2006 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Emanuel Turner 
from Hernando County, Florida, who is retiring 
from the military after twenty-five years of 
service to our country. 

Mr. Turner was born in Jackson, Mississippi 
on July 3, 1957 to Emanuel Turner Sr. and 
Marie Ellis. After graduating with a Bachelor’s 
Degree from Jackson State University in June, 
1981, Mr. Turner met and married Jarry Dean. 
Soon thereafter, he joined the Army to support 
his wife and later their two children, Emanuel 
III and Courtney Marie. 

During his active duty in the United States 
Army from 1981 to 2006, Mr. Turner was sta-
tioned in several different locations around the 
country including Germany, Kentucky, Texas, 
Kuwait, Hawaii, Michigan, and Georgia. These 
frequent relocations could not have been easy 
for Mr. Turner or his family, and his willing-
ness to remain dedicated to this country is 
commendable. 

Serving with the 25th Infantry Division, the 
3rd Infantry Division, and the Personnel Serv-
ice Detachment, Mr. Turner participated admi-
rably in Operation Restore Democracy, Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom, and Operation Desert 
Storm. His involvement in these missions 
shows his commitment to the United States 
and our fight to advance the cause of free-
dom. 

Also during his service, Mr. Turner met and 
married his current wife, Flora Nathan of 
Brooksville, Florida. They now reside in 

Hernando County with their three step-children 
and four grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, on the occasion of Mr. Turn-
er’s retirement, I would like to thank him for 
his service to this country and the sacrifices 
he has made on behalf of the American peo-
ple. Without his service our Nation would not 
be as strong as it is today. 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 20, 2006 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to bring to the attention of the House several 
key moments over the last several weeks 
where the United Nations has been called 
upon by the international community to ad-
dress issues of grave global concern and has 
taken significant steps to increase its own effi-
ciency and efficacy. 

In the last week alone, the U.N., which is lo-
cated in my congressional district, has been 
asked to deal with the nuclear threat from 
North Korea, hostilities in Lebanon, and the 
deteriorating peace and humanitarian situation 
in Gaza. In fact, as I speak, a U.N. team, led 
by Under Secretary General Vijay Nambiar, is 
on the ground in the Middle East helping 
defuse the current crisis. They have already 
met with the prime ministers of both Israel and 
Lebanon and the foreign ministers of the Arab 
League. Over the next few days, they may re-
turn to Lebanon and, perhaps, travel to Syria, 
Jordan, and the Palestinian territories before 
returning to New York to brief the U.N. Secu-
rity Council. Secretary Rice called for the cre-
ation of this team and has, along with the 
President, the National Security Advisor, and a 
host of other administration officials, publicly 
supported it since its inception. In fact, during 
a press briefing in Germany on July 13, Sec-
retary Rice called the Secretary-General’s mis-
sion ‘‘the best opportunity now for deescala-
tion of this crisis.’’ 

The U.N. Security Council has also taken 
action against Iran and North Korea, two re-
gimes that the United States has deemed a 
serious threat to international security and sta-
bility but has been unable or unwilling to ad-
dress directly on its own. Last Saturday, the 
Security Council voted unanimously to de-
mand that North Korea suspend all ballistic 
missile launches and related activity and re-
quired all member states to prevent the import 
or export of funds or goods that could fuel 
Pyongyang’s missile or weapons of mass de-
struction programs. And, as reported in Tues-
day’s New York Times, the Security Council, 
including China and Russia, is currently devel-
oping a resolution based on a previous agree-
ment to require Iran to suspend its nuclear 
programs or suffer actions under article 41, 
chapter 7, of the U.N. Charter, which allows 
for sanctions. 

In addition, at the request of President Bush 
and the Iraqi Government, the United Nations 
announced earlier this month that it will help 
create an ‘‘International Compact for Iraq’’ to 
provide a platform for international support. 
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The Deputy Secretary General has already 
traveled to Baghdad to begin discussions with 
Iraqi President Jalal Talibani. The U.N., 
through a similar ‘‘Compact’’ for Afghanistan, 
raised billions of dollars for relief and recon-
struction and built an international consensus 
on ways to improve the economy, security, 
and human rights situation in Afghanistan. 
Today, in part because of the U.N.’s role as a 
platform for international cooperation, Afghani-
stan has its first democratically elected par-
liament in more than 20 years; 4 million refu-
gees have returned; 5 million children are 
back at school; 60,000 combatants have re-
joined society; and the economy is growing. 

These are only the most recent of a long list 
of ways in which the U.N. helps to safeguard 
American peace and prosperity. The U.N. cur-
rently maintains the world’s second-largest 
standing army, which is keeping the peace in 
some of the world’s most hostile environ-
ments. It is working to detect any outbreaks of 
avian flu and develop the first line of defense 
against a possible world pandemic, as the 
President noted in his National Strategy for 
Pandemic Influenza. It is providing humani-
tarian assistance and saving lives in volatile 
regions of the world. And it is developing an 
international legal framework and bringing 
those guilty of crimes against humanity to jus-
tice. 

In addition to taking a central role in ad-
dressing these global problems and maintain-
ing an increasingly important presence around 
the world, the U.N. has taken significant action 
over the past few months to look inward and 
improve its own efficiency, transparency, and 
accountability. 

Over our July 4 recess, the U.N. General 
Assembly—with U.S. consensus—agreed to a 
slate of broad reforms, many of which had 
been recommended by former State Depart-
ment Under Secretary for Management and 
current U.N. Under Secretary General for 
Management Christopher Burnham, that in-
clude an upgrade to the U.N.’s information 
technology systems to help better analyze and 
organize real-time financial data from com-
puter systems spread around the globe and 
an acceptance of internal accounting stand-
ards. These particular actions were made 
against a backdrop of broader reform over the 
last 6 months, during which time the U.N. dis-
mantled and replaced the discredited Human 
Rights Commission; increased staff and fund-
ing for internal auditing; created an Ethics Of-
fice; and enacted whistleblower and financial 
disclosure policies that are more far-reaching 
that those in the U.S. Government. 

Mr. Speaker, the U.N. is an indispensable 
presence in the world, and it is absolutely nec-
essary for maintaining peace and prosperity in 
the United States. Were the U.N. not to exist 
or were it unable to fully fund its programs, the 
U.S. would be forced to confront a rising tide 
of issues that are simply too numerous, com-
plex, costly, and diplomatically implausible for 
us to handle on our own. The U.N., as the 
world’s platform for international engagement, 
can only work when member states, especially 
the United States, actively engage with the or-
ganization and each other. Today—and in the 
future when we discuss U.S. dues to the 
U.N.—we will be sending a message to the 
international community. We must make sure, 

in the interest of all Americans, that the mes-
sage is one of cooperation, engagement, and 
support for the United Nations. 
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TRIBUTE TO SEVERO MARTINEZ 

HON. TOM UDALL 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 20, 2006 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to the life of Severo 
Martinez who passed away in Santa Fe on 
Sunday, July 16, 2006 surrounded by his lov-
ing family and friends. Severo’s family and 
friends have lost a very special person and 
New Mexico has lost a patriot who answered 
his country’s call early in his life to fight for de-
mocracy in Europe and the South Pacific. 

Severo was born on May 7, 1916 in Chama, 
New Mexico. He loved to fish and hunt 
throughout northern New Mexico with his 
brothers, son, grandchildren, and nephews. 
My former Legislative Director Tony Martinez, 
Severo’s great nephew, joyously recalls going 
on many of those outings with his uncle where 
Severo would always be ready to pass the 
time by telling some jokes, playing cards and 
sharing stories of his service during World 
War II and in the South Pacific. 

Severo was a proud veteran of World War 
II where he served with the 58th Quarter-
master Battalion in Europe and in the South 
Pacific. He was recalled to federal service as 
a member of the New Mexico National Guard 
during the Korean Conflict. As a forward ob-
server he was awarded the Purple Heart and 
the Bronze Star. After release from federal 
service he remained in the New Mexico Na-
tional Guard until his retirement at the rank of 
Major. 

Severo was always very proud of the men 
he served with in the National Guard and 
loved them dearly. After his service in the 
Armed Forces and the National Guard, Severo 
was employed with the New Mexico Employ-
ment Security Commission for 39 years. His 
faithful and dedicated public service assisted 
many New Mexico Veterans and citizens to 
obtain employment and helped start new ca-
reers for them throughout New Mexico. 
Severo is a life member of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, a life member and charter 
member of the Military Order of the Purple 
Heart, Patrick Hurley Chapter. 

To Severo’s grandchildren: David, Will, 
Meagan, Ashley and Natalie, your grandfather 
lived through 90 years of extraordinary events 
throughout our country and world. His service 
during World War II and the Korean Conflict 
helped contribute to the preservation of de-
mocracy and freedom that exist today. That is 
something you should all be very proud of him 
for—in addition to the love he held for each of 
you as a proud grandfather. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to extend my con-
dolences to his children Vince, Norie, Kate, 
Becky, and the whole Martinez Family. I ask 
that my colleagues in the House of Represent-
atives join me in honoring the memory and life 
of a proud veteran, proud father, proud grand-
father and New Mexican—Severo Martinez. 

HONORING GRETCHEN JENKINS ON 
THE COMPLETION OF HER IN-
TERNSHIP 

HON. BART GORDON 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 20, 2006 

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the many contributions Gretchen 
Jenkins has made while interning in my Wash-
ington, DC, office. Gretchen, a resident of 
Lebanon, Tennessee, has been a wonderful 
addition to the office and a great servant to 
the constituents of Tennessee’s Sixth Con-
gressional District. 

Gretchen must now return to the Volunteer 
State, where she soon will begin her junior 
year at my alma mater, Middle Tennessee 
State University. The political science major 
has been active on campus as a member of 
the Raider Democrats, vice president of the 
National Society of Collegiate Scholars and a 
columnist for MTSU’s Sidelines. 

Gretchen has gained a wealth of congres-
sional experience that I hope will serve her 
well in the future. During her time here, she 
has addressed constituent concerns, served 
as a friendly and informative tour guide of the 
U.S. Capitol, and has been first in line to at-
tend briefings given by some of our Nation’s 
brightest and most eloquent statesmen. 

I hope Gretchen has enjoyed her internship 
as much as my staff and I have enjoyed her 
presence in the office. I wish her all the best 
in the future. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE HICKMAN 
COMMUNITY HOSPITAL ON 
BREAKING GROUND FOR ITS EX-
PANSION AND RENOVATION 

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 20, 2006 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I ask my 
colleagues to join me today to celebrate a few 
wonderful new changes coming to the Hick-
man Community Hospital in Tennessee. 

Patients and visitors at the hospital will 
enjoy updated dining facilities and improved 
patient rooms to name just two of the en-
hancements that will improve the quality of life 
and the quality of care at the facility. 

A real team effort went into this project 
which was funded through corporate and indi-
vidual donations. The Hickman community 
came together, worked hard, and made this 
progress happen. They deserve recognition for 
this achievement which is the sort of initiative 
that has helped make the hospital a Critical 
Access Hospital. 

I also want to recognize Jim Houser, Jack 
Keller, their teams at Saint Thomas Health 
Services and Hickman Community Hospital, 
leaders in the community, and most impor-
tantly, those who pledged support and are 
making this project a reality. 
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