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The fair organizers and the many 

dedicated volunteers over the years 
have played an integral role in ensur-
ing the success of the fair, and I know 
my colleagues join me in recognizing 
and congratulating all those who have 
contributed to the fair for their ef-
forts.∑ 
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WASHINGTON ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL, CLOQUET, MINNESOTA 

∑ Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, today I 
wish to honor Washington Elementary 
School, in Cloquet, MN, which recently 
earned an Award for Excellence in Edu-
cation for its exceptional and innova-
tive achievements in educating chil-
dren. 

Washington Elementary School is 
truly a model of educational success. 
The school’s teachers and administra-
tors are to be applauded for their lead-
ership in helping children understand 
the harmful consequences of bullying 
other students. Its Bullying Prevention 
Program is one of the best in the State. 

The effort to address bullying at 
Washington Elementary began last 
year, after students were surveyed 
about their thoughts and attitudes to-
ward a variety of school safety mat-
ters. Their responses to four key ques-
tions were significant: 22 percent of all 
pupils reported having been bullied at 
least two to three times per month; 62 
percent said that when they see bul-
lying they want to help, if only they 
knew what to do; children in grades 3 
through 5 are the most often bullied; 
and the three places where bullying 
most frequently occurs are on the play-
ground, in the lunchroom, and on the 
bus. 

All licensed and nonlicensed staff at 
Washington Elementary received train-
ing using the Olweus Bullying Preven-
tion Program. Staff learned what bul-
lying is and how they can put an end to 
it. They learned how to teach students 
to recognize a bully and what steps to 
take when they encounter one. They 
learned that most bullying is not phys-
ical, but rather uses verbal taunts, and 
excludes and degrades the victim. Chil-
dren who are bullied have lower self-es-
teem, more absences, and more anx-
iety, along with depression and 
thoughts of suicide. 

The Bullying Prevention Program at 
Washington Elementary School has be-
come a communitywide effort. Mail-
ings were sent home to parents. Local 
business leaders, the mayor, the police 
chief, the media, and other local dig-
nitaries participated in a ‘‘Kick-off 
Celebration’’ held earlier this school 
year. The program’s slogan is, ‘‘Take a 
Bite Out of Bullying’’; the University 
of Minnesota—Duluth Bulldog serves 
as the program’s mascot. 

The school community is rightly 
proud of the results. Children are com-
ing to school feeling safer. Attendance 
is up. And the school climate has im-

proved. The Bullying Prevention Pro-
gram has been featured in local news-
paper stories. High school students 
have come to Washington Elementary 
to perform skits on the bullying theme, 
and this May the CLIMB Theater group 
completed a 3-day residency on bul-
lying. 

In addition, the school can take pride 
in its Minnesota Comprehensive As-
sessment test scores. Last year, the 
school received four-star ratings in 
both reading and math from the Min-
nesota Department of Education. 

Much of the credit for Washington 
Elementary School’s success belongs to 
its principal, Randy Thudin, and to the 
dedicated teachers. The pupils and staff 
at Washington Elementary School un-
derstand that in order to be successful 
a school must go beyond achieving aca-
demic success; it must also provide a 
nurturing environment where students 
can develop the knowledge, skills, and 
attitudes for success throughout life. 
All of the faculty, staff, and pupils at 
Washington Elementary School should 
be very proud of their accomplish-
ments. 

I congratulate Washington Elemen-
tary School in Cloquet for winning the 
Award for Excellence in Education and 
for its exceptional contributions to 
education in Minnesota.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO JACK MICHAELS 

∑ Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, today 
I wish to honor Jack Michaels, a deco-
rated veteran and a lifelong advocate 
for veterans and disabled persons and 
their families all over the country. It 
has been my sincere pleasure to work 
with him to forward these efforts and I 
wish him all the best in his retirement 
from his post as Executive Director of 
the Northwest Paralyzed Veterans As-
sociation. His remarkable record of 
service reminds us all that one person’s 
efforts can improve the lives of many. 

The effects of Jack’s advocacy can be 
felt in many ways. Jack served coura-
geously as a Captain in the United 
States Army from 1966 to 1971 and was 
awarded the Distinguished Flying 
Cross, a Purple Heart, and other hon-
ors. After being shot down in combat 
and incurring a severe spinal cord in-
jury, Jack realized his service to the 
United States was far from over; rath-
er, it was just beginning. 

We see Jack’s influence in our na-
tional civil rights legislation. During 
Jack’s tenure as the National Presi-
dent of Paralyzed Veterans of America, 
he worked tirelessly to facilitate the 
passage of landmark civil rights legis-
lation, the Americans with Disabilities 
Act. 

We see Jack’s influence in the Puget 
Sound area. He provides expertise in 
accessibility and has served on public 
projects including Safeco Field, 
Seahawks Stadium, Benayora and 
McCaw Halls, and Seattle’s new City 

Hall and Regional Justice Center, just 
to name a few. His leadership enabled 
the Northwest Paralyzed Veterans As-
sociation to provide expertise to enable 
Amtrak’s Cascades to become the first 
fully accessible train in America. His 
continued efforts to make SeaTac 
International Airport more accessible 
for the disabled will result in a new 
over-sized disabled passenger vehicle 
parking lot to be dedicated by Memo-
rial Day this spring. 

We see Jack’s influence in Seattle’s 
public transportation system. While 
working with the Washington Coalition 
for Citizens with Disabilities, of which 
he was a co-founder, and the Northwest 
Chapter Paralyzed Veterans of Amer-
ica, which he founded, Jack advocated 
for a totally accessible public transit 
system, which became a reality at 
King’s County METRO 20 years later. 

We see Jack’s influence in the lives 
of hundreds of disabled veterans, for 
whom he has delivered, often person-
ally, adaptive equipment in a donation 
program he created that provides free 
wheelchairs and hospital beds to those 
in need. 

Throughout his service and advocacy, 
Jack never forgot his brothers and sis-
ters in arms, both past and present. 
Through his words and his works, Jack 
constantly reminded American policy-
makers and citizens alike of the brav-
ery, honor, and sacrifice military serv-
ice entails. He reminded us of our na-
tional obligation to take care of our 
veteran population and to create a sys-
tem with the capacity to provide for 
future veterans. He reminds us that the 
absolute least we can do to thank the 
courageous men and women who put 
their lives in jeopardy every day to 
protect our rights is provide for them 
and their families when their service is 
complete. With the aging Vietnam and 
Korean war veteran population and 
ever growing number of Iraq veterans 
returning home, it is on all of us to 
continue Jack’s work for veterans and 
never to forget the example he set. 

You might notice the frequent use of 
a single word throughout this recount-
ing of Jack’s military and civilian ex-
perience: served. Jack dedicated his 
life to service, first when he volun-
teered for the Army, then in countless 
other volunteer and advocacy endeav-
ors. He gave his time and expertise in 
exchange for the satisfaction of effect-
ing change and improving the lives of 
others, many of whom he may never 
meet. Rather than react with anger or 
despair to his harrowing combat in-
jury, Jack treated it as a call to ac-
tion. Jack’s work has given oppor-
tunity to thousands of veterans and 
disabled Americans and left a legacy of 
service that will continue to touch 
lives for decades to come.∑ 
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