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New Jersey’s existing American Revolutionary 
resources. 

This legislation highlights New Jersey’s un-
equaled heritage and shows how our spectac-
ular landscape contributed to the winning of 
the Revolutionary War. In conclusion, I believe 
the establishment of the Crossroads of the 
American Revolution National Heritage Area 
will provide the direction and resources need-
ed to maintain what the area has to offer for 
generations to come. I urge my colleagues to 
support this legislation. 

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, it has 
been said that politics is the art of com-
promise. 

Today, the House is debating a bill that 
would designate a number of National Herit-
age Areas throughout the United States, in-
cluding the Freedom’s Frontier National Herit-
age Area in western Missouri and eastern 
Kansas. That portion of the bill, which was 
drafted by my good friend from Kansas, Con-
gressman JIM RYUN, is the product of much 
negotiation and compromise, and I am 
pleased to lend my support to it. 

As a student of history, I believe it is part of 
our government’s responsibility to promote his-
tory education and to provide opportunities for 
the American people to learn about our na-
tion’s rich past. Doing so is critical to forming 
a more perfect union and to ensuring we do 
not repeat the mistakes of yesteryear. 

The people of Missouri and Kansas have 
contributed a great deal to our nation. In many 
ways, the border region has mirrored the fin-
est and darkest days in American history. 
From the bloody border conflicts that set the 
stage for the Civil War to our mutual struggle 
to expand the definition of freedom, Missou-
rians and Kansans have played a role in this 
history. In fact, two great leaders from this re-
gion, Harry S Truman and Dwight D. Eisen-
hower, descendants of pioneers, found com-
mon purpose on the larger stage of world his-
tory and led the wartorn nations of the 20th 
century toward the fulfillment of democracy’s 
promise. 

The creation of the Freedom’s Frontier Na-
tional Heritage Area will allow local and state 
historical groups and governments to more 
easily tell our interesting regional story. It will 
encourage collaborative planning on historical 
projects and provide important federal re-
source opportunities for historical preservation. 

I am pleased to have worked with Mr. RYUN 
on this bill and am especially grateful he 
agreed to a number of my suggested changes 
to his original legislation. The final work prod-
uct will mean good things for the people of our 
great states and for the history of our country. 

The people of Missouri and Kansas have 
faced many challenges through the years, and 
our relationship has not always been as pleas-
ant as it is today. But, through friendship and 
compromise, we will now more easily be able 
to explain our regional history in a way that is 
acceptable to both Missourians and Kansans. 

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise to express my strong support for S. 203, 
the National Heritage Areas Act of 2005, legis-
lation establishing the Freedom’s Frontier Na-
tional Heritage Area. 

The history of the Kansas-Missouri border 
region holds a special significance, not only 
for the people of those two states, but for the 

entire nation as well. Over 150 years ago, 
events took place in this region that served as 
a precursor to the horrors of the Civil War and 
which shaped the future of our country. 

The Freedom’s Frontier National Heritage 
Area will serve as a vivid reminder of those 
historic events, as well as a much-needed 
place of remembrance and edification, en-
shrining the memories of those who gave their 
lives so that all Americans might live in free-
dom. It will also encourage us to develop a 
greater understanding of those tumultuous 
times in our Nation’s history and strengthen 
efforts to preserve the region’s historic sites 
and educate citizens in the stories and cultural 
resources of the region’s legacy. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to 
commend those individuals who played such 
an important role in the progression of the 
Freedom’s Frontier National Historic Area. The 
development of proposals has allowed for the 
creation of strong partnerships between rep-
resentatives from both Kansas and Missouri 
and produced a unification of purpose that will 
leave a durable legacy to the next generation 
of stewards. 

Events which took place in the Kansas-Mis-
souri border region have undoubtedly been 
significant to the evolving story of American 
freedom. It is my hope that the Freedom’s 
Frontier National Heritage Area will be a place 
where citizens from around the nation can in-
crease their appreciation for our country’s en-
during struggle for freedom and liberty. 

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, I rise in strong 
support of S. 203, the National Heritage Areas 
Act. This bill contains a small package of re-
source conservation and management bills, in-
cluding the Senate passed version of one of 
my bills—H.R. 18, the Southern California 
Groundwater Remediation Act. 

The Southern California Groundwater Re-
mediation Act will fund $25 million for the 
cleanup of a rocket fuel additive that has con-
taminated groundwater supplies in the Santa 
Ana watershed, namely, the Rialto-Colton 
basin and the Chino basin. 

Cities in the Inland Empire of Southern Cali-
fornia are closing their groundwater wells due 
to contamination from this fuel and explosive 
called perchlorate. 

This chemical is a volatile organic com-
pound and has been found to be harmful to 
thyroid function. 

From most accounts, 90 percent of per-
chlorate in water comes from a federal source, 
primarily from former military sites and other 
Department of Defense installations. 

Three hundred nineteen groundwater wells 
are impacted in California alone—78 of them 
in my district. 

This bill includes a similar provision for con-
tamination in Representative POMBO’s region. 

Perchlorate doesn’t just affect the drinking 
water supply, but our food supply as well. A 
2003 study found perchlorate in lettuce grown 
in areas where the water supply is contami-
nated with perchlorate. 

And, perchlorate has even been found in 
milk. 

Hardworking families in my region, which 
has and has had large military and aerospace 
facilities, are not at fault and should not have 
to pay for a federally created problem. 

The communities I represent cannot afford 
costly toxic cleanup and the alternative is no 
better. 

Cities are being forced to raise water rates 
to outrageous levels, forgo dust control on 
highways to meet Clean Air Act requirements, 
and to truck in water from other regions. 

The region I represent in California is 
ground zero for this contamination and the 
Federal Government needs to step up and 
take responsibility. 

Including my bill as a provision to S. 203 will 
go a long way to protect children and elderly 
in California from dangerous health risks. 

The House of Representatives has already 
twice passed H.R. 18 and I am glad the Sen-
ate has moved forward in approving my legis-
lative proposal. 

The communities in my district need this as-
sistance, and I urge my colleagues to please 
support S. 203 and the many important provi-
sions and bills included therein. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I 
have no further speakers, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

MR. WALDEN of Oregon. Madam 
Speaker, I have no other speakers on 
this side of the aisle. I encourage our 
Members to support this important leg-
islation and yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
DRAKE). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from Oregon 
(Mr. WALDEN) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the Senate bill, S. 
203, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. HENSARLING. Madam Speaker, 
on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this question will be 
postponed. 

f 

VALLE VIDAL PROTECTION ACT 
OF 2005 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Madam 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 3817) to with-
draw the Valle Vidal Unit of the Car-
son National Forest in New Mexico 
from location, entry, and patent under 
the mining laws, and for other pur-
poses. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 3817 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Valle Vidal 
Protection Act of 2005’’. 
SEC. 2. WITHDRAWAL OF VALLE VIDAL UNIT, 

CARSON NATIONAL FOREST, NEW 
MEXICO, FROM MINING LAWS. 

(a) WITHDRAWAL.—Subject to subsection 
(b), the Valle Vidal Unit of the Carson Na-
tional Forest in New Mexico, which consists 
of 101,794 acres and is identified as Manage-
ment Area 21 in the land and resource man-
agement plan for the Carson National For-
est, is hereby withdrawn from— 
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(1) all forms of entry, appropriation, and 

disposal under the public land laws; 
(2) location, entry, and patent under the 

mining laws; and 
(3) operation of the mineral leasing and 

geothermal leasing laws and mineral mate-
rials laws. 

(b) TREATMENT OF EXISTING RIGHTS.—The 
withdrawal required by subsection (a) is sub-
ject to valid existing rights. If these existing 
rights are relinquished or otherwise acquired 
by the United States at any time after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the lands 
that were subject to the rights shall be im-
mediately withdrawn as provided in sub-
section (a). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Or-
egon (Mr. WALDEN) and the gentle-
woman from Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Oregon. 

b 1515 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Madam 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oregon? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Madam 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

H.R. 3817, introduced by New Mexico 
Representative TOM UDALL, would 
withdraw roughly 101,000 acres, known 
as the Valle Vidal Unit, from mineral 
exploration or development. This in-
cludes patent under mining claims and 
mineral leases for geothermal or min-
ing materials. Any valid existing rights 
would continue to be recognized; but if 
those rights were relinquished or 
bought out, that area would also be 
withdrawn from the mining laws. 

This area is known for its recreation, 
namely, horseback riding and hiking, 
livestock grazing and wildlife habitat. 
Currently, the Forest Service is revis-
ing its management plan for the Car-
son National Forest and is likely, 
through public comment and collabora-
tion, to withdraw mineral development 
in this area independent of the legisla-
tion. The area in question is entirely 
within Mr. UDALL’s district. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, as the majority ex-
plained, H.R. 3817 withdraws the 
101,794-acre Valle Vidal parcel in the 
Carson National Forest in New Mexico 
from location, entry, and patent under 
mining laws. 

The Valle Vidal compromises some of 
the finest scenic wildlife and outdoor 
recreational resources in New Mexico. 
It is the home to the largest herd of elk 

in New Mexico and draws hunters from 
throughout the United States. 

The Valle Vidal also contains impor-
tant fish habitat for species such at the 
Rio Grande cutthroat trout. The Valle 
Vidal, furthermore, contains the head-
waters of several watersheds and is an 
important source of fresh water in New 
Mexico. 

H.R. 3817 is supported by a wide coa-
lition of groups in New Mexico, includ-
ing local elected officials, chambers of 
commerce, hunters, conservation 
groups, and businesses. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to con-
gratulate our colleague, Representa-
tive TOM UDALL, who is the sponsor of 
H.R. 3817 and has worked tirelessly to 
craft and advance this legislation. 

Madam Speaker, we support H.R. 
3817. 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Madam Speak-
er, the Valle Vidal, located in the heart of the 
Sangre de Cristo Mountains in my district in 
northern New Mexico, is a lush 100,000-acre 
mountain basin in the Carson National Forest. 
In 1982, the Pennzoil Company donated the 
unspoiled Valle Vidal to the people of the 
United States. It was the largest and most val-
uable gift of private land ever to the Forest 
Service. 

This ‘‘valley of life’’, as Valle Vidal translates 
in English, is home to abundant populations of 
Rocky Mountain wildlife, including the largest 
herd of elk in our State and some of the finest 
trout streams in the Nation. Sportsmen, out-
door recreationists, cattle ranchers, wildlife en-
thusiasts, and horseback riders all enjoy the 
Valle Vidal’s well-managed and accessible 
blend of wildland resources. The Valle Vidal is 
also a unique place for the Boy Scouts of 
America who have for decades come from all 
over the country to the adjacent Philmont 
Scout Ranch, the national high adventure 
base of the Boy Scouts of America. That is 
why the Philmont Staff Association, a non- 
profit organization of more than 2,200 current 
and former members of the staff the ranch, 
has publicly stated that the Valle Vidal should 
be maintained as a wilderness experience, 
free from the impact of coal bed methane de-
velopment. 

During my time in Congress, I have closely 
followed numerous events concerning both the 
Valle Vidal and our Nation’s energy situation. 
I have traveled to the Valle Vidal to witness its 
beauty and take part in various activities. I 
have introduced energy policy initiatives and 
reviewed regulatory action undertaken by the 
executive branch. I have also received thou-
sands of calls, emails, faxes and letters 
against drilling and, I think I can safely say, 
none in support of it. As a result, I have come 
to the inescapable conclusion that the Valle 
Vidal should be protected from energy devel-
opment. It is clear to me that the value of the 
Valle Vidal lies only in its broad public acces-
sibility and natural beauty and not in its finite 
supply of energy. 

New Mexicans and thousands of Americans 
are overwhelmingly against drilling in the ref-
uge. These concerned citizens recognize that 
the Valle Vidal’s minimal contribution to our 
energy needs is not worth despoiling such an 
important ecological resource. The con-

sequences are just too great. Moreover, many 
of my constituents, as confirmed by recent 
economic studies, recognize that the protec-
tion of special public lands like the Valle Vidal 
is good for local economies and that exploi-
tation of these places for a few hours of en-
ergy will, in fact, hurt long-term economic 
growth and sustainability. Fundamentally, drill-
ing in the Valle Vidal to create more energy is 
a false choice. 

The very fact that this special place is being 
targeted for oil and gas leasing radically dem-
onstrates the current and growing crisis with 
America’s energy situation. We must urgently 
find ways to balance the needs of supplying 
safe, reliable energy and of ensuring a livable 
and sustainable environment for the people of 
the United States. 

To that end, I urge all of my colleagues in 
the House to support passage of The Valle 
Vidal Protection Act of 2005 to permanently 
protect the Valle Vidal from mineral extraction. 
The Valle Vidal’s ecological health and public 
accessibility should be protected so it can be 
enjoyed to the utmost by current and future 
generations. This ecosystem and its myriad of 
recreational opportunities are too valuable to 
the people of New Mexico and the Nation, and 
the energy gains too miniscule, to justify any 
damage to this special area. 

I would like to express my sincere apprecia-
tion to Chairman POMBO and to Ranking Mem-
ber RAHALL and especially to my colleague on 
the Forest Subcommittee, Chairman GREG 
WALDEN for their work on the Valle Vidal Pro-
tection Act of 2005. I would also like to thank 
fellow New Mexicans Jim O’Donnell of the Co-
alition for the Valle Vidal, and Mayor Danny 
Cruz of Springer, rancher Alan Lackey, and 
Bill Schudlich of Trout Unlimited who all trav-
eled to D.C. to testify on behalf of the Valle 
Vidal, and Oscar Simpson, Ed Olona, and 
Steve Capra who have worked diligently to 
build broad, meaningful grassroots support for 
this legislation. I would finally like to thank 
some of the staff who make everything we do 
here possible, including Johanna Polsenberg 
and Thomas Garcia on my staff, and Rick 
Healy and Jim Zoia on the staff of the Re-
sources Committee. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Madam 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Oregon (Mr. WAL-
DEN) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 3817. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill 
was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

BLUNT RESERVOIR AND PIERRE 
CANAL LAND CONVEYANCE ACT 
OF 2006 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Madam 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 4301) to direct 
the Secretary of the Interior to convey 
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