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(1) all forms of entry, appropriation, and 

disposal under the public land laws; 
(2) location, entry, and patent under the 

mining laws; and 
(3) operation of the mineral leasing and 

geothermal leasing laws and mineral mate-
rials laws. 

(b) TREATMENT OF EXISTING RIGHTS.—The 
withdrawal required by subsection (a) is sub-
ject to valid existing rights. If these existing 
rights are relinquished or otherwise acquired 
by the United States at any time after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the lands 
that were subject to the rights shall be im-
mediately withdrawn as provided in sub-
section (a). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Or-
egon (Mr. WALDEN) and the gentle-
woman from Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Oregon. 

b 1515 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Madam 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oregon? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Madam 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

H.R. 3817, introduced by New Mexico 
Representative TOM UDALL, would 
withdraw roughly 101,000 acres, known 
as the Valle Vidal Unit, from mineral 
exploration or development. This in-
cludes patent under mining claims and 
mineral leases for geothermal or min-
ing materials. Any valid existing rights 
would continue to be recognized; but if 
those rights were relinquished or 
bought out, that area would also be 
withdrawn from the mining laws. 

This area is known for its recreation, 
namely, horseback riding and hiking, 
livestock grazing and wildlife habitat. 
Currently, the Forest Service is revis-
ing its management plan for the Car-
son National Forest and is likely, 
through public comment and collabora-
tion, to withdraw mineral development 
in this area independent of the legisla-
tion. The area in question is entirely 
within Mr. UDALL’s district. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, as the majority ex-
plained, H.R. 3817 withdraws the 
101,794-acre Valle Vidal parcel in the 
Carson National Forest in New Mexico 
from location, entry, and patent under 
mining laws. 

The Valle Vidal compromises some of 
the finest scenic wildlife and outdoor 
recreational resources in New Mexico. 
It is the home to the largest herd of elk 

in New Mexico and draws hunters from 
throughout the United States. 

The Valle Vidal also contains impor-
tant fish habitat for species such at the 
Rio Grande cutthroat trout. The Valle 
Vidal, furthermore, contains the head-
waters of several watersheds and is an 
important source of fresh water in New 
Mexico. 

H.R. 3817 is supported by a wide coa-
lition of groups in New Mexico, includ-
ing local elected officials, chambers of 
commerce, hunters, conservation 
groups, and businesses. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to con-
gratulate our colleague, Representa-
tive TOM UDALL, who is the sponsor of 
H.R. 3817 and has worked tirelessly to 
craft and advance this legislation. 

Madam Speaker, we support H.R. 
3817. 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Madam Speak-
er, the Valle Vidal, located in the heart of the 
Sangre de Cristo Mountains in my district in 
northern New Mexico, is a lush 100,000-acre 
mountain basin in the Carson National Forest. 
In 1982, the Pennzoil Company donated the 
unspoiled Valle Vidal to the people of the 
United States. It was the largest and most val-
uable gift of private land ever to the Forest 
Service. 

This ‘‘valley of life’’, as Valle Vidal translates 
in English, is home to abundant populations of 
Rocky Mountain wildlife, including the largest 
herd of elk in our State and some of the finest 
trout streams in the Nation. Sportsmen, out-
door recreationists, cattle ranchers, wildlife en-
thusiasts, and horseback riders all enjoy the 
Valle Vidal’s well-managed and accessible 
blend of wildland resources. The Valle Vidal is 
also a unique place for the Boy Scouts of 
America who have for decades come from all 
over the country to the adjacent Philmont 
Scout Ranch, the national high adventure 
base of the Boy Scouts of America. That is 
why the Philmont Staff Association, a non- 
profit organization of more than 2,200 current 
and former members of the staff the ranch, 
has publicly stated that the Valle Vidal should 
be maintained as a wilderness experience, 
free from the impact of coal bed methane de-
velopment. 

During my time in Congress, I have closely 
followed numerous events concerning both the 
Valle Vidal and our Nation’s energy situation. 
I have traveled to the Valle Vidal to witness its 
beauty and take part in various activities. I 
have introduced energy policy initiatives and 
reviewed regulatory action undertaken by the 
executive branch. I have also received thou-
sands of calls, emails, faxes and letters 
against drilling and, I think I can safely say, 
none in support of it. As a result, I have come 
to the inescapable conclusion that the Valle 
Vidal should be protected from energy devel-
opment. It is clear to me that the value of the 
Valle Vidal lies only in its broad public acces-
sibility and natural beauty and not in its finite 
supply of energy. 

New Mexicans and thousands of Americans 
are overwhelmingly against drilling in the ref-
uge. These concerned citizens recognize that 
the Valle Vidal’s minimal contribution to our 
energy needs is not worth despoiling such an 
important ecological resource. The con-

sequences are just too great. Moreover, many 
of my constituents, as confirmed by recent 
economic studies, recognize that the protec-
tion of special public lands like the Valle Vidal 
is good for local economies and that exploi-
tation of these places for a few hours of en-
ergy will, in fact, hurt long-term economic 
growth and sustainability. Fundamentally, drill-
ing in the Valle Vidal to create more energy is 
a false choice. 

The very fact that this special place is being 
targeted for oil and gas leasing radically dem-
onstrates the current and growing crisis with 
America’s energy situation. We must urgently 
find ways to balance the needs of supplying 
safe, reliable energy and of ensuring a livable 
and sustainable environment for the people of 
the United States. 

To that end, I urge all of my colleagues in 
the House to support passage of The Valle 
Vidal Protection Act of 2005 to permanently 
protect the Valle Vidal from mineral extraction. 
The Valle Vidal’s ecological health and public 
accessibility should be protected so it can be 
enjoyed to the utmost by current and future 
generations. This ecosystem and its myriad of 
recreational opportunities are too valuable to 
the people of New Mexico and the Nation, and 
the energy gains too miniscule, to justify any 
damage to this special area. 

I would like to express my sincere apprecia-
tion to Chairman POMBO and to Ranking Mem-
ber RAHALL and especially to my colleague on 
the Forest Subcommittee, Chairman GREG 
WALDEN for their work on the Valle Vidal Pro-
tection Act of 2005. I would also like to thank 
fellow New Mexicans Jim O’Donnell of the Co-
alition for the Valle Vidal, and Mayor Danny 
Cruz of Springer, rancher Alan Lackey, and 
Bill Schudlich of Trout Unlimited who all trav-
eled to D.C. to testify on behalf of the Valle 
Vidal, and Oscar Simpson, Ed Olona, and 
Steve Capra who have worked diligently to 
build broad, meaningful grassroots support for 
this legislation. I would finally like to thank 
some of the staff who make everything we do 
here possible, including Johanna Polsenberg 
and Thomas Garcia on my staff, and Rick 
Healy and Jim Zoia on the staff of the Re-
sources Committee. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Madam 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Oregon (Mr. WAL-
DEN) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 3817. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill 
was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

BLUNT RESERVOIR AND PIERRE 
CANAL LAND CONVEYANCE ACT 
OF 2006 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Madam 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 4301) to direct 
the Secretary of the Interior to convey 
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certain parcels of land acquired for the 
Blunt Reservoir and Pierre Canal fea-
tures of the initial stage of the Oahe 
Unit, James Division, South Dakota, 
to the Commission of Schools and Pub-
lic Lands and the Department of Game, 
Fish, and Parks of the State of South 
Dakota for the purpose of mitigating 
lost wildlife habitat, on the condition 
that the current preferential lease-
holders shall have an option to pur-
chase the parcels from the Commis-
sion, and for other purposes, as amend-
ed. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 4301 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Blunt Res-
ervoir and Pierre Canal Land Conveyance 
Act of 2006’’. 
SEC. 2. BLUNT RESERVOIR AND PIERRE CANAL. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) BLUNT RESERVOIR FEATURE.—The term 

‘‘Blunt Reservoir feature’’ means the Blunt 
Reservoir feature of the Oahe Unit, James 
Division, authorized by the Act of August 3, 
1968 (82 Stat. 624), as part of the Pick-Sloan 
Missouri River Basin program. 

(2) COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission’’ 
means the Commission of Schools and Public 
Lands of the State. 

(3) NONPREFERENTIAL LEASE PARCEL.—The 
term ‘‘nonpreferential lease parcel’’ means a 
parcel of land that— 

(A) was purchased by the Secretary for use 
in connection with the Blunt Reservoir fea-
ture or the Pierre Canal feature; and 

(B) was considered to be a nonpreferential 
lease parcel by the Secretary as of January 
1, 2001, and is reflected as such on the roster 
of leases of the Bureau of Reclamation for 
2001. 

(4) PIERRE CANAL FEATURE.—The term 
‘‘Pierre Canal feature’’ means the Pierre 
Canal feature of the Oahe Unit, James Divi-
sion, authorized by the Act of August 3, 1968 
(82 Stat. 624), as part of the Pick-Sloan Mis-
souri River Basin program. 

(5) PREFERENTIAL LEASEHOLDER.—The term 
‘‘preferential leaseholder’’ means a person or 
descendant of a person that held a lease on a 
preferential lease parcel as of January 1, 
2001, and is reflected as such on the roster of 
leases of the Bureau of Reclamation for 2001. 

(6) PREFERENTIAL LEASE PARCEL.—The term 
‘‘preferential lease parcel’’ means a parcel of 
land that— 

(A) was purchased by the Secretary for use 
in connection with the Blunt Reservoir fea-
ture or the Pierre Canal feature; and 

(B) was considered to be a preferential 
lease parcel by the Secretary as of January 
1, 2001, and is reflected as such on the roster 
of leases of the Bureau of Reclamation for 
2001. 

(7) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of the Interior, acting 
through the Commissioner of Reclamation. 

(8) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ means the 
State of South Dakota, including a successor 
in interest of the State. 

(9) UNLEASED PARCEL.—The term ‘‘unleased 
parcel’’ means a parcel of land that— 

(A) was purchased by the Secretary for use 
in connection with the Blunt Reservoir fea-
ture or the Pierre Canal feature; and 

(B) is not under lease as of the date of en-
actment of this Act. 

(b) DEAUTHORIZATION.—The Blunt Res-
ervoir feature is deauthorized. 

(c) ACCEPTANCE OF LAND AND OBLIGA-
TIONS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—As a term of each convey-
ance under subsections (d)(5) and (e), respec-
tively, the State may agree to accept— 

(A) in ‘‘as is’’ condition, the portions of the 
Blunt Reservoir Feature and the Pierre 
Canal Feature that pass into State owner-
ship; 

(B) any liability accruing after the date of 
conveyance as a result of the ownership, op-
eration, or maintenance of the features re-
ferred to in subparagraph (A), including li-
ability associated with certain outstanding 
obligations associated with expired ease-
ments, or any other right granted in, on, 
over, or across either feature; and 

(C) the responsibility that the Commission 
will act as the agent for the Secretary in ad-
ministering the purchase option extended to 
preferential leaseholders under subsection 
(d). 

(2) RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE STATE.—An 
outstanding obligation described in para-
graph (1)(B) shall inure to the benefit of, and 
be binding upon, the State. 

(3) OIL, GAS, MINERAL AND OTHER OUT-
STANDING RIGHTS.—A conveyance to the 
State under subsection (d)(5) or (e) or a sale 
to a preferential leaseholder under sub-
section (d) shall be made subject to— 

(A) oil, gas, and other mineral rights re-
served of record, as of the date of enactment 
of this Act, by or in favor of a third party; 
and 

(B) any permit, license, lease, right-of-use, 
or right-of-way of record in, on, over, or 
across a feature referred to in paragraph 
(1)(A) that is outstanding as to a third party 
as of the date of enactment of this Act. 

(4) ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS OF CONVEYANCE 
TO STATE.—A conveyance to the State under 
subsection (d)(5) or (e) shall be subject to the 
reservations by the United States and the 
conditions specified in section 1 of the Act of 
May 19, 1948 (chapter 310; 62 Stat. 240), as 
amended (16 U.S.C. 667b), for the transfer of 
property to State agencies for wildlife con-
servation purposes. 

(d) PURCHASE OPTION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—A preferential leaseholder 

shall have an option to purchase from the 
Secretary or the Commission, acting as an 
agent for the Secretary, the preferential 
lease parcel that is the subject of the lease. 

(2) TERMS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), a preferential leaseholder 
may elect to purchase a parcel on one of the 
following terms: 

(i) Cash purchase for the amount that is 
equal to— 

(I) the value of the parcel determined 
under paragraph (4); minus 

(II) ten percent of that value. 
(ii) Installment purchase, with 10 percent 

of the value of the parcel determined under 
paragraph (4) to be paid on the date of pur-
chase and the remainder to be paid over not 
more than 30 years at 3 percent annual inter-
est. 

(B) VALUE UNDER $10,000.—If the value of the 
parcel is under $10,000, the purchase shall be 
made on a cash basis in accordance with sub-
paragraph (A)(I). 

(3) OPTION EXERCISE PERIOD.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—A preferential lease-

holder shall have until the date that is 5 
years after enactment of this Act to exercise 
the option under paragraph (1). 

(B) CONTINUATION OF LEASES.—Until the 
date specified in subparagraph (A), a pref-
erential leaseholder shall be entitled to con-
tinue to lease from the Secretary the parcel 

leased by the preferential leaseholder under 
the same terms and conditions as under the 
lease, as in effect as of the date of enactment 
of this Act. 

(4) VALUATION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The value of a pref-

erential lease parcel shall be its fair market 
value for agricultural purposes determined 
by an independent appraisal less 25 percent, 
exclusive of the value of private improve-
ments made by the leaseholders while the 
land was federally owned before the date of 
the enactment of this Act, in conformance 
with the Uniform Appraisal Standards for 
Federal Land Acquisition. 

(B) FAIR MARKET VALUE.—Any dispute over 
the fair market value of a property under 
subparagraph (A) shall be resolved in accord-
ance with section 2201.4 of title 43, Code of 
Federal Regulations. 

(5) CONVEYANCE TO THE STATE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—If a preferential lease-

holder fails to purchase a parcel within the 
period specified in paragraph (3)(A), the Sec-
retary shall convey the parcel to the State of 
South Dakota Department of Game, Fish, 
and Parks. 

(B) WILDLIFE HABITAT MITIGATION.—Land 
conveyed under subparagraph (A) shall be 
used by the South Dakota Department of 
Game, Fish, and Parks for the purpose of 
mitigating the wildlife habitat that was lost 
as a result of the development of the Pick- 
Sloan project. 

(6) USE OF PROCEEDS.—Proceeds of sales of 
land under this Act shall be deposited as 
miscellaneous funds in the Treasury and 
such funds shall be made available, subject 
to appropriations, to the State for the estab-
lishment of a trust fund to pay the county 
taxes on the lands received by the State De-
partment of Game, Fish, and Parks under 
the bill. 

(e) CONVEYANCE OF NONPREFERENTIAL 
LEASE PARCELS AND UNLEASED PARCELS.— 

(1) CONVEYANCE BY SECRETARY TO STATE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall convey to the South Dakota 
Department of Game, Fish, and Parks the 
nonpreferential lease parcels and unleased 
parcels of the Blunt Reservoir and Pierre 
Canal. 

(B) WILDLIFE HABITAT MITIGATION.—Land 
conveyed under subparagraph (A) shall be 
used by the South Dakota Department of 
Game, Fish, and Parks for the purpose of 
mitigating the wildlife habitat that was lost 
as a result of the development of the Pick- 
Sloan project. 

(2) LAND EXCHANGES FOR NONPREFERENTIAL 
LEASE PARCELS AND UNLEASED PARCELS.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—With the concurrence of 
the South Dakota Department of Game, 
Fish, and Parks, the South Dakota Commis-
sion of Schools and Public Lands may allow 
a person to exchange land that the person 
owns elsewhere in the State for a nonpref-
erential lease parcel or unleased parcel at 
Blunt Reservoir or Pierre Canal, as the case 
may be. 

(B) PRIORITY.—The right to exchange non-
preferential lease parcels or unleased parcels 
shall be granted in the following order or pri-
ority: 

(i) Exchanges with current lessees for non-
preferential lease parcels. 

(ii) Exchanges with adjoining and adjacent 
landowners for unleased parcels and nonpref-
erential lease parcels not exchanged by cur-
rent lessees. 

(C) EASEMENT FOR WATER CONVEYANCE 
STRUCTURE.—As a condition of the exchange 
of land of the Pierre Canal Feature under 
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this paragraph, the United States reserves a 
perpetual easement to the land to allow for 
the right to design, construct, operate, main-
tain, repair, and replace a pipeline or other 
water conveyance structure over, under, 
across, or through the Pierre Canal feature. 

(f) RELEASE FROM LIABILITY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Effective on the date of 

conveyance of any parcel under this Act, the 
United States shall not be held liable by any 
court for damages of any kind arising out of 
any act, omission, or occurrence relating to 
the parcel, except for damages for acts of 
negligence committed by the United States 
or by an employee, agent, or contractor of 
the United States, before the date of convey-
ance. 

(2) NO ADDITIONAL LIABILITY.—Nothing in 
this section adds to any liability that the 
United States may have under chapter 171 of 
title 28, United States Code (commonly 
known as the ‘‘Federal Tort Claims Act’’). 

(g) REQUIREMENTS CONCERNING CONVEYANCE 
OF LEASE PARCELS.— 

(1) INTERIM REQUIREMENTS.—During the pe-
riod beginning on the date of enactment of 
this Act and ending on the date of convey-
ance of the parcel, the Secretary shall con-
tinue to lease each preferential lease parcel 
or nonpreferential lease parcel to be con-
veyed under this section under the terms and 
conditions applicable to the parcel on the 
date of enactment of this Act. 

(2) PROVISION OF PARCEL DESCRIPTIONS.— 
Not later than 180 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary, in con-
sultation with the Commission, shall provide 
the State a full legal description of all pref-
erential lease parcels and nonpreferential 
lease parcels that may be conveyed under 
this section. 

(h) CURATION OF ARCHEOLOGICAL COLLEC-
TIONS.—The Secretary, in consultation with 
the State, shall transfer, without cost to the 
State, all archeological and cultural re-
source items collected from the Blunt Res-
ervoir Feature and Pierre Canal Feature to 
the South Dakota State Historical Society. 

(i) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this Act $750,000 to reimburse the 
Secretary for expenses incurred in imple-
menting this Act, and such sums as are nec-
essary to reimburse the Commission and the 
State Department of Game, Fish, and Parks 
for expenses incurred implementing this Act, 
not to exceed 10 percent of the cost of each 
transaction conducted under this Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Or-
egon (Mr. WALDEN) and the gentle-
woman from Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Oregon. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Madam 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oregon? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
H.R. 4301, sponsored by Congress-

woman STEPHANIE HERSETH, brings 
much needed closure and justice for a 

number of landowners who have been 
negatively impacted by a South Da-
kota irrigation project that never ma-
terialized. To complete the irrigation 
project, the Federal Government ac-
quired over 19,000 acres from local land-
owners. Many of these lands were ob-
tained by condemnation. Despite all 
this hardship, the project was never 
completed, but the Federal Govern-
ment has retained ownership to the 
lands for the last 30 years. 

This bill simply gives many of the 
landowners options to buy the land 
back and gives some of the land to the 
State of South Dakota to benefit fish 
and wildlife. The legislation also for-
mally deauthorizes that irrigation 
project. 

This bill is a culmination of many 
years of hard work among various in-
terests. It not only provides fairness to 
local landowners and the county gov-
ernment, but it also improves the envi-
ronment. I commend the South Dakota 
delegation for their hard work and urge 
my colleagues to support this most im-
portant, balanced and fair legislation. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, we on this side of 
the aisle strongly support passage of 
H.R. 4301. I congratulate our colleague 
and member of the Resources Com-
mittee, Ms. HERSETH, for her hard work 
on this legislation. 

Ms. HERSETH is in South Dakota this 
afternoon working with farmers who 
are dealing with a severe drought. 

Officials representing the Bureau of 
Reclamation used a heavy hand in the 
late 1960s and the early 1970s as they 
acquired land for Blunt Reservoir and 
other features of the proposed Oahe ir-
rigation project in South Dakota. 
Farmers in the path of project canals 
and reservoirs were bullied into selling 
their lands at rock-bottom prices, only 
to find out a few years later that the 
water project would probably never 
ever be built. 

H.R. 4301 will allow farmers to buy 
back their old lands at a significant 
savings from the currently appraised 
value. This is a fair and appropriate so-
lution to a problem that has taken far 
too long to resolve. 

I again offer congratulations and ex-
press our appreciation to Ms. HERSETH, 
and I urge my colleagues to support 
H.R. 4301. 

Ms. HERSETH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H.R. 4301, the Blunt Res-
ervoir and Pierre Canal Land Conveyance Act 
of 2006. 

Between 1972 and 1977, the federal gov-
ernment acquired roughly 19,000 acres in two 
South Dakota Counties for an irrigation project 
as part of the Pick-Sloan Missouri Basin Pro-
gram. Though this project was abandoned in 
1977, the federal government has maintained 
ownership of the land and continues to lease 
it to many of the original landowners. 

H.R. 4301 would finally deauthorize the irri-
gation project, giving the original landowners 
the option to buy back their land, and convey 
the remaining parcels to the State of South 
Dakota for wildlife mitigation purposes. This 
bill is a compromise piece of legislation that 
reflects the wishes of both the original land-
owners and the State of South Dakota. 

I’d like to thank Resources Committee 
Chairman RICHARD POMBO, Ranking Member 
NICK RAHALL, Resources Water and Power 
Subcommittee Chairman RADANOVICH, and 
Subcommittee Ranking Member NAPOLITANO 
for their assistance throughout this process. I’d 
also like to thank South Dakota Senators TIM 
JOHNSON and JOHN THUNE. Our work together 
has allowed this legislation to proceed the 
House Floor in a bipartisan manner. 

After almost 30 years of waiting, it is impor-
tant than Congress finally act to return these 
acres to private hands and local tax-rolls. To-
day’s vote provides an opportunity to do so. I 
urge my colleagues to support this long over-
due legislation. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Madam 
Speaker, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this important legislation, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Oregon (Mr. WAL-
DEN) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 4301, as amend-
ed. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill, 
as amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CENTRAL IDAHO ECONOMIC DE-
VELOPMENT AND RECREATION 
ACT 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Madam 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 3603) to promote 
the economic development and rec-
reational use of National Forest Sys-
tem lands and other public lands in 
central Idaho, to designate the Boul-
der-White Cloud Management Area to 
ensure the continued management of 
certain National Forest System lands 
and Bureau of Land Management lands 
for recreational and grazing use and 
conservation and resource protection, 
to add certain National Forest System 
lands and Bureau of Land Management 
lands in central Idaho to the National 
Wilderness Preservation System, and 
for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 3603 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE AND TABLE OF CON-

TENTS. 
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 

the ‘‘Central Idaho Economic Development 
and Recreation Act’’. 
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