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Again, I want to say that we support 

H.R. 233, and I want to at this time 
take the opportunity to thank my col-
league from Oregon, Mr. WALDEN. It 
has been a pleasure to manage these 
bills today with him. 

Madam Speaker, we have no further 
speakers, and I yield back my time. 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I thank the gentle-
woman for that very kind comment. It 
has been a pleasure to work these 
through the floor with you as well. 

I want to commend my colleagues 
from California, especially Mr. THOMP-
SON, who I know has passionately been 
trying to move this legislation for-
ward, and his work with Chairman 
POMBO has brought about a bill that we 
all can support. 

Madam Speaker, with that, I think 
we have concluded our business on this 
bill and others from the Resources 
Committee. I yield back the balance of 
my time and call on my colleagues to 
support this legislation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Oregon (Mr. WAL-
DEN) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 233, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill, 
as amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

PROVIDING GRANTS TO EXPAND 
INFRASTRUCTURE NECESSARY 
TO INCREASE AVAILABILITY OF 
ALTERNATIVE FUELS 

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Madam 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 5534) to establish 
a grant program whereby moneys col-
lected from violations of the corporate 
average fuel economy program are used 
to expand infrastructure necessary to 
increase the availability of alternative 
fuels, as amended. 

The Clerk read as follows 
H.R. 5534 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. FUEL ECONOMY FUND AND ALTER-

NATIVE FUEL GRANT PROGRAM. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF FUND.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—There is established in the 

Treasury a Fuel Economy Fund (hereinafter 
in this Act referred to as the ‘‘Fund’’) con-
sisting of amounts transferred to the Fund 
under paragraph (2) and amounts credited to 
the Fund under paragraph (3). 

(2) TRANSFER OF AMOUNTS.—For fiscal year 
2007, and each fiscal year thereafter, the Sec-
retary of the Treasury shall, subject to the 
availability of funds provided in advance in 
appropriations Acts, transfer to the Fund an 
amount determined by the Secretary to be 
equal to the total amount deposited in the 
general fund of the Treasury in the preceding 
fiscal year from fines, penalties, and other 

moneys obtained through enforcement ac-
tions conducted pursuant to section 32912 of 
title 49, United States Code, including mon-
eys obtained under consent decrees. 

(3) INVESTMENT OF AMOUNTS.—The Sec-
retary of the Treasury shall invest in inter-
est-bearing obligations of the United States 
such portion of the Fund as is not, in the 
Secretary’s judgment, required to meet cur-
rent withdrawals. Such obligations shall be 
acquired and sold and interest on, and the 
proceeds from the sale or redemption of, 
such obligations shall be credited to the 
Fund in accordance with the requirements of 
section 9602 of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986. 

(4) USE OF AMOUNTS IN THE FUND.—Amounts 
in the Fund shall be made available, subject 
to the availability of funds provided in ad-
vance in appropriations Acts, to the Sec-
retary of Energy to carry out the grant pro-
gram described in subsection (b). 

(b) ALTERNATIVE FUELS EXPANSION GRANT 
PROGRAM.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Energy 
shall, through the Clean Cities Program of 
the Department of Energy, carry out a grant 
program to expand the availability to con-
sumers of alternative fuels. A grant awarded 
under this section shall not exceed $30,000. 

(2) ELIGIBILITY.—Any entity that is eligible 
for assistance through the Clean Cities Pro-
gram may be eligible for a grant under this 
section, except that no large, vertically inte-
grated oil company may be eligible for a 
grant under this section. No entity may be 
awarded grants totaling more than $60,000 in 
any fiscal year. 

(3) USE OF GRANT FUNDS.—Grants provided 
under this section shall be used for the con-
struction or expansion of infrastructure nec-
essary to increase the availability to con-
sumers of alternative fuels (as defined in sec-
tion 32901(a)(1) of title 49, United States 
Code). Not more than 3 percent of grant 
funds may be used for administrative costs. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. ROGERS) and the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. GORDON) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Michigan. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Madam 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all members may have 5 legislative 
days within which to revise and extend 
their remarks on this legislation and 
to insert extraneous material on the 
bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Madam 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, many thanks to the 
staff of the Energy and Commerce 
Committee, and Mr. BOUCHER as well, 
who helped and assisted along the way, 
and Mr. FOSSELLA from New York for 
helping put this legislation together. I 
can’t tell you how timely it is. 

Every day, Americans must fill up 
their cars with gasoline that comes 
from some of the most unstable regions 
of the world. American dollars flow to 
dictators, despots, and committed en-

emies of the United States, Hugo Cha-
vez of Venezuela, Ahmadinejad of Iran 
and Obasanjo of Nigeria. However, we 
do have other options, and that is the 
exciting news. 

Today, nearly 5 million Americans 
drive flex-fuel vehicles. These cars are 
capable of running on gasoline or re-
newable fuels, like E–85, which is 85 
percent ethanol; and that number is 
growing. 

Currently, Ford, General Motors and 
Daimler Chrysler are in the process of 
announcing that they would be soon 
producing 2 million flex-fuel vehicles 
annually. The fastest way to reduce 
our dependence on foreign oil is to 
make ethanol, the fuel that is grown 
right here in the United States, avail-
able to Americans all across the coun-
try. 

Unfortunately, renewable-fuels infra-
structure has not kept pace with the 
number of renewable-fueled cars on the 
road. Today, only 600 or so gasolines 
have E–85 pumps installed, consisting 
of less than 1 percent of all gas sta-
tions. In fact, only 34 States even have 
E–85 pumps available to the motoring 
public. 

We have come up with a good solu-
tion for that, a kick-start, if you will, 
to the ethanol revolution that is about 
to take hold of America. Remember 
our choices are this, Madam Speaker: 
we can send that money to an Iranian 
ayatollah, or we can send our fuel 
money to an American farmer. Today, 
we start that process of allowing con-
sumers to make a good choice and send 
it to an American farmer. 

Each year, there are automobile com-
panies who pay fines because they are 
not in compliance with CAFE stand-
ards in the United States, and those 
fines come to the general treasury. 
What we have done is to take those 
CAFE fines, fines that they pay for not 
meeting fuel economy standards of the 
United States, and roll it over and 
allow small loans to independent gas 
station owners all across the country 
to install ethanol pumps. 

We think that this can double the 
number of ethanol pumps next year 
and start to fuel the fire for private in-
vestment in ethanol all across the 
United States and meet a demand from 
5 million current users and 2 million 
future units from Ford, Chrysler, and 
General Motors cars all across this 
great country. 

The one thing that we have figured 
out in this whole process, there is a 
great researcher at Michigan State 
University, Dr. Bruce Dale, who be-
lieves that within 5 to 6 years with his 
continuing cellulosic research and 
other things, there can be an ethanol 
product at the pump for $1.25 a gallon. 
$1.25 a gallon. 

That is an economy built entirely on 
the energy of the United States. We are 
going to build the refineries here that 
refine the ethanol product. We are 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 13:35 May 03, 2017 Jkt 049102 PO 00000 Frm 00095 Fmt 0688 Sfmt 0634 E:\FDSYS\BOUNDRECORD\BR24JY06.DAT BR24JY06ej
oy

ne
r 

on
 D

S
K

30
M

W
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE, Vol. 152, Pt. 1115534 July 24, 2006 
going to transport that fuel to the 
pumps all across America and we are 
going to produce those cars right here 
in the United States. 

b 1600 

It is good for the environment. And it 
is good for reducing our demand on for-
eign oil. 

Madam Speaker, I think this is long 
overdue. The science of this is so excit-
ing. We are right on the edge of turning 
the corner, not only from corn-based, 
but from switch grass and other things. 
It is all right here. This is just part of 
that three-legged stool. It is the re-
search and development. 

It is the ability, as we passed not so 
long ago, the energy bill that gave in-
centives for more ethanol refineries all 
across the country of some 93, four 
being built in Michigan, being built all 
over the United States is starting to 
catch on. 

The last leg of that stool to make 
this successful is distribution. And this 
is that kick-start that we so des-
perately need. Again, Madam Speaker, 
we think this is an important bill at an 
important time in our history. We can 
see the conflicts around the world, how 
it draws us in to some of the worst gov-
ernments the world has to offer. 

This is our chance in America to 
stand up for our American farmers, for 
our ingenuity, for our ability to 
produce clean burning fuel for the cars 
that we use in this wheeled economy of 
ours. We can move forward through in-
novation. This bill is that kick start 
that is so desperately needed to do it. 

Madam Speaker, these grants will be 
for no more than $30,000 to $60,000 per 
business for the purpose of expanding 
the availability of alternative fuel in-
frastructure. There is no new program 
here. That is really important. We did 
not create a new program to do this. 
This is part of the Clean Cities Pro-
gram. We just redirected their purpose 
a little bit. 

Madam Speaker, there are no tax-
payer dollars involved. All of the 
money involved is by the fines paid. In 
addition, Madam Speaker, in an e-mail 
received by the Congressional Budget 
Office dated July 19, 2006, it states that 
‘‘this would not affect direct spending; 
in other words, it has no cost.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I urge the quick 
passage of this bill as we move to the 
next phase of how we operate our 
motor vehicles all across this great 
country, and how we reduce our de-
pendence on foreign oil. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. GORDON. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, even small efforts 
to improve the availability of E–85 fuel 
across the Nation is a step in the right 
direction for reducing our dependency 
on foreign oil. There are nearly 5 mil-

lion vehicles on the road today capable 
of operating on E–85, a blend of 15 per-
cent gasoline and 85 percent ethanol. 

Yet there are currently only 600 gas 
stations with E–85 pumps available. 
That means less than 1 percent of gas 
stations offer consumers the oppor-
tunity to use this alternative fuel in 
their vehicles. 

In 2004, CAFE penalties totaled near-
ly $20 million. The legislation before us 
would divert these funds into a grant 
program for independent gas stations. 
These grants will be used to install 
pumps and other infrastructure nec-
essary to dispense E–85. 

Madam Speaker, while there is more 
work to be done on this matter, this 
legislation is a small step in the right 
direction. I urge its passage 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. HAYES. Madam Speaker, today I rise in 
strong support of H.R. 5534, the E85 Kick- 
Start Bill. I am a proud co-sponsor of this bill 
and I applaud my good friend and colleague, 
Congressman MIKE ROGERS, for bringing this 
bill to the floor and helping the U.S. in the fight 
for energy independence. 

High energy prices are a significant threat to 
our long-term economic well-being and we 
need to aggressively pursue a goal of energy 
independence for our Nation. This independ-
ence can only be achieved through greater 
domestic production of energy conservation 
and the use of alternative energy sources. Un-
fortunately, there are no quick fixes to the en-
ergy crisis that is before our country. It will 
take years to build new refineries and mass 
transit systems. But right now, there are 6 mil-
lion vehicles on the road that can use E85, an 
alternative blend of fuel using 85 percent eth-
anol and 15 percent gasoline. What we are 
missing is a distribution network to make this 
gasoline alternative feasible and this legisla-
tion seeks to double that network, which is 
critical to expanding the use of alternative 
fuels. 

Earlier in the year, I introduced the E85 In-
vestment Act, which would increase the tax 
credit from 30 percent to 75 percent, up to 
$30,000, for E85 tanks and pumps. 

This legislation embraces the goal of in-
creasing alternative fuel infrastructure. Specifi-
cally, this bill creates a federal ‘‘Fuel Economy 
Fund’’ by diverting the corporate average fuel 
efficiency (CAFE) penalties currently paid by 
automakers from the general treasury to the 
‘‘Fuel Economy Fund.’’ The legislation also 
calls for up to a $30,000 grant to station own-
ers who invest in alternative fuel pumps and 
fuel stations, including E85 infrastructure. 

I want to thank MIKE ROGERS for being a 
leader in this effort to help bring energy inde-
pendence to our Nation. This legislation will 
help our Nation truly invest in alternative fuels 
and give consumers a choice when they go to 
the pump. I look forward to continuing to work 
with you to identify other ways we can help 
strengthen our Nation’s economy. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote in favor of the underlying bill. 

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Madam 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
ROGERS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5534, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this question will be 
postponed. 

f 

RECOGNIZING EMPLOYEES AT 
NASA’S MICHOUD ASSEMBLY FA-
CILITY 

Mr. BOEHLERT. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 892) recognizing 
the dedication of the employees at the 
National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration’s Michoud Assembly Fa-
cility, the ‘‘Michoud Hurricane Ride- 
Out Team’’, who risked their lives dur-
ing Hurricane Katrina’s assault on 
southeast Louisiana, and kept the gen-
erators and pumps running to protect 
the facilities and flight hardware, and 
whose dedication kept the Michoud As-
sembly Facility an island of dry land, 
which made it possible to resume Ex-
ternal Tank production less than 5 
weeks after the storm passed, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. RES. 892 

Whereas the Michoud Assembly Facility 
plays a vital role in the United States 
manned space flight program, including pro-
duction of the Shuttle External Tank, a vital 
component of the Shuttle program; 

Whereas the 38 members of the ‘‘Michoud 
Hurricane Ride-Out Team’’ who stayed be-
hind during Hurricane Katrina risked their 
lives in dedication to the space program and 
faced down one of the greatest natural disas-
ters in this Nation’s history, at great per-
sonal risk; and 

Whereas, if not for the dedication of this 
team, the Michoud facility would have suf-
fered a great loss of National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration assets and tech-
nology, which would have severely limited 
the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration’s mission: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives commends the dedication of the 38 
members of the ‘‘Michoud Hurricane Ride- 
Out Team’’ who stayed behind at the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion’s Michoud Assembly Facility and pro-
tected vital program assets, which enabled 
the facility to resume production of the 
Shuttle External Tank within 5 weeks of 
Hurricane Katrina’s landfall, including Ron-
ald L. Adams, Jr. of New Orleans, LA, Joseph 
Charles Barrett of Metairie, LA, Donald K. 
Bollich of Metairie, LA, Frederick H. Castle 
of Bay Saint Louis, MS, Daniel Alvine Doell 
of Terrytown, LA, John Lee Fisher of Slidell, 
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