
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE, Vol. 152, Pt. 11 15551 July 24, 2006 
(B) the managers on the part of the House 

shall insist that the definition of ‘‘covered 
employee’’ for purposes of such provisions 
contained in the Senate amendment include 
the chief executive officer of the plan spon-
sor, any other employee of the plan sponsor 
who is a ‘‘covered employee’’ within the 
meaning of such term specified in the provi-
sions contained in the Senate amendment 
(applied by disregarding the chief executive 
officer), and any other individual who is, 
with respect to the plan sponsor, an officer 
or employee within the meaning of section 
16(b) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, 
and 

(C) in lieu of the effective date specified in 
such provisions contained in the Senate 
amendment, the managers on the part of the 
House shall insist on the effective date speci-
fied in the provisions of the bill as passed the 
House relating to treatment of nonqualified 
deferred compensation plans when the em-
ployer’s defined benefit plan is in at-risk sta-
tus. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 1956, BUSINESS ACTIVITY 
TAX SIMPLIFICATION ACT OF 
2006 

Mr. GINGREY, from the Committee 
on Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 109–595) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 939) providing for consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 1956) to regulate certain 
State taxation of interstate commerce; 
and for other purposes, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed. 

f 

AMENDMENT PROCESS FOR CON-
SIDERATION OF H.R. 4157, 
HEALTH INFORMATION TECH-
NOLOGY PROMOTION ACT OF 2005 

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, the 
Committee on Rules may meet later 
this week to grant a rule which could 
limit the amendment process for floor 
consideration of H.R. 4157, the Health 
Information Technology Promotion 
Act of 2005. 

The bill was ordered reported by the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
on June 15, 2006. Any Member wishing 
to offer an amendment should submit 
55 copies of the amendment and one 
copy of a brief explanation of the 
amendment to the Rules Committee in 
room H–312 of the Capitol by 11 a.m. on 
Wednesday, July 26, 2006. 

Members should draft their amend-
ments to the text of the amendment in 
the nature of a substitute posted on the 
Web site of the Committee on Rules. 

Members should use the Office of 
Legislative Counsel to ensure that 
their amendments are drafted in the 
most appropriate format and should 
check with the Office for the Parlia-
mentarian to be certain their amend-
ments comply with the Rules of the 
House. 

COMMUNICATION FROM CHAIRMAN 
OF COMMITTEE ON TRANSPOR-
TATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
KUHL of New York) laid before the 
House the following communication 
from the chairman of the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure; 
which was read and, without objection, 
referred to the Committee on Appro-
priations and ordered to be printed: 

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION 
AND INFRASTRUCTURE, 

Washington, DC, July 20, 2006. 
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker of the House, House of Representatives, 

Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Enclosed please find 

the resolutions approved by the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure on 
July 19, 2006, in accordance with 40 U.S.C. 
§ 3307. 

Sincerely, 
DON YOUNG, 

Chairman. 
Enclosures. 
ALTERATION—IRS ENTERPRISE COMPUTING 

CENTER, MARTINSBURG, WV 
Resolved by the Committee on Transpor-

tation and Infrastructure of the U.S. House 
of Representatives, that pursuant to 40 
U.S.C. § 3307, appropriations are authorized 
for the design of the alteration of the Inter-
nal Revenue Service Enterprise Computing 
Center located in Martinsburg, West Vir-
ginia, at a design and review cost of 
$2,893,000, for which a prospectus is attached 
to, and included in, this resolution. 

Approval of this resolution also con-
stitutes authority to perform prospectus 
level interim repairs as deemed necessary, to 
maintain the continued operation of the 
building until the project is completed. 

ALTERATION—INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE, 
WILLIAM J. GREEN FEDERAL BUILDING, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA 

Resolved by the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the U.S. House 
of Representatives, that pursuant to 40 
U.S.C. § 3307, appropriations are authorized 
for the alteration of Internal Revenue Serv-
ice space in the William J. Green Federal 
Building located at 601 Arch Street, Phila-
delphia, Pennsylvania, at a design and re-
view cost of $378,000, a management and in-
spection cost of $283,000, and an estimated 
construction cost of $4,065,000 for an esti-
mated total project cost of $4,726,000, a pro-
spectus for which is attached to, and in-
cluded in, this resolution. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority for the General Services Administra-
tion to use funds made available by the In-
ternal Revenue Service for space alterations 
in this facility. 

LEASE/ALTERATION IN LEASED SPACE—DE-
PARTMENT OF DEFENSE, UNITED STATE 
JOINT FORCES COMMAND, SUFFOLK, VA 

Resolved by the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the U.S. House 
of Representatives, that pursuant to title 40 
U.S.C. § 3307, appropriations are authorized 
to enter into a superseding lease up to 154,428 
rentable square feet of space and 288 surface 
parking spaces for the Department of De-
fense, United States Joint Forces Command 
located in leased space at 112 Lakeview 
Parkway, Suffolk, Virginia, at a proposed 
total annual cost of $3,689,285 for a lease 

term of 20 years, a prospectus for which is 
attached to and included in this resolution. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority for the General Services Administra-
tion to use funds made available by the De-
partment of Defense and a portion of the an-
nual rent payment authorized above for 
space alterations in this facility at a design 
and review cost of $1,375,000, a management 
and inspection cost of $1,250,000, and an esti-
mated construction cost of $13,333,000 for an 
estimated total project cost of $15,958,000, a 
prospectus for which is attached to, and in-
cluded in, this resolution. 

Provided, That the General Services Ad-
ministration shall not delegate to any other 
agency the authority granted by this resolu-
tion. 

AMENDED PROSPECTUS—LEASE—FEDERAL BU-
REAU OF INVESTIGATION, FREDERICK COUN-
TY, VA 
Resolved by the Committee on Transpor-

tation and Infrastructure of the U.S. House 
of Representatives, that pursuant to title 40 
U.S.C. § 3307, appropriations are authorized 
to lease up to 947,000 rentable square feet and 
1,232 parking spaces for the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, in Frederick County, Vir-
ginia, at a proposed total annual cost of 
$33,145,000 for a lease term of 20 years, a pro-
spectus for which is attached to and included 
in this resolution. This resolution amends 
the Committee resolution dated October 26, 
2005, authorizing a lease up to 947,000 rent-
able square feet and 1,232 parking spaces for 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, in Fred-
erick County, Virginia, at a proposed total 
annual cost of $33,145,000 for a lease term of 
15 years. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to execution of 
the new lease. 

Provided, That the General Services Ad-
ministration shall not delegate to any other 
agency the authority granted by this resolu-
tion. 

AMENDED PROSPECTUS—LEASE—DEPARTMENT 
OF JUSTICE, MIAMI/MIRAMAR, FL 

Resolved by the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the U.S. House 
of Representatives, that pursuant to title 40 
U.S.C. § 3307, appropriations are authorized 
to lease up to approximately 723,780 rentable 
square feet of space and 1,155 outside parking 
spaces for the Department of Justice, cur-
rently located in multiple leased locations 
throughout South Florida, at a proposed 
total annual cost of $25,332,300 for a lease 
term of 20 years, a prospectus for which is 
attached to and included in this resolution. 
This resolution amends the Committee reso-
lution dated February 16, 2006, authorizing a 
lease up to approximately 723,780 rentable 
square feet of space and 1,155 outside parking 
spaces for the Department of Justice, at a 
proposed total annual cost of $25,332,300 for a 
lease term of 15 years. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to execution of 
the new lease. 

Provided, That the General Services Ad-
ministration shall not delegate to any other 
agency the authority granted by this resolu-
tion. 

LEASE—DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, SAN 
FRANCISCO, CA 

Resolved by the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the U.S. House 
of Representatives, that pursuant to title 40 
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U.S.C. § 3307, appropriations are authorized 
to extend an existing lease of 151,716 rentable 
square feet and 25 parking spaces for the De-
partment of Labor, located at 71 Stevenson 
Street, San Francisco, California, at a pro-
posed total annual cost of $5,765,208 for a 
lease term of 2 years, a prospectus for which 
is attached to and included in this resolu-
tion. 

Provided, That the General Services Ad-
ministration shall not delegate to any other 
agency the authority granted by this resolu-
tion. 

LEASE—DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
WASHINGTON, DC 

Resolved by the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the U.S. House 
of Representatives, that pursuant to title 40 
U.S.C. § 3307, appropriations are authorized 
to lease up to approximately 521,000 rentable 
square feet for the Department of Justice, 
currently located at 1301 New York Ave., 
NW, 1331 F St., NW, and 1400 New York Ave., 
NW, Washington, D.C., at a proposed total 
annual cost of $24,487,000 for a lease term of 
15 years, a prospectus for which is attached 
to and included in this resolution. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to execution of 
the new lease. 

Provided, That the General Services Ad-
ministration shall not delegate to any other 
agency the authority granted by this resolu-
tion. 

LEASE—PRESIDENTIAL TRANSITION TEAM/ 
PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURAL COMMITTEE, 
WASHINGTON, DC 
Resolved by the Committee on Transpor-

tation and Infrastructure of the U.S. House 
of Representatives, that pursuant to title 40 
U.S.C. § 3307, appropriations are authorized 
to lease up to approximately 320,000 rentable 
square feet of space and 510 parking spaces 
for the Presidential Transition Team and 
Presidential Inaugural Committee, at a pro-
posed total annual cost of $15,040,000 for a 
lease term of 15 months, a prospectus for 
which is attached to and included in this res-
olution. 

Provided, That the General Services Ad-
ministration shall not delegate to any other 
agency the authority granted by this resolu-
tion. 

LEASE—NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH, 
SUBURBAN MARYLAND 

Resolved by the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the U.S. House 
of Representatives, that pursuant to title 40 
U.S.C. § 3307, appropriations are authorized 
to lease up to approximately 574,614 rentable 
square feet of space and 5 parking spaces for 
the National Institutes of Health, currently 
located in leased space at 6116, 6120, and 6130 
Executive Boulevard, Rockville, Maryland, 
at a proposed total annual cost of $18,387,648 
for a lease term of 10 years, a prospectus for 
which is attached to and included in this res-
olution. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to execution of 
the new lease. 

Provided, That the General Services Ad-
ministration shall not delegate to any other 
agency the authority granted by this resolu-
tion. 

LEASE—FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, 
TUCSON, AZ 

Resolved by the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the U.S. House 

of Representatives, that pursuant to title 40 
U.S.C. § 3307, appropriations are authorized 
to lease up to approximately 84,353 rentable 
square feet and 120 inside and 18 surface 
parking spaces for the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation, currently located at One South 
Church Street, 2551 North Dragoon and 3285 
South Hemisphere Loop, Tucson, Arizona, at 
a proposed total annual cost of $3,036,708 for 
a lease term of 20 years, a prospectus for 
which is attached to and included in this res-
olution. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to execution of 
the new lease. 

Provided, That the General Services Ad-
ministration shall not delegate to any other 
agency the authority granted by this resolu-
tion. 

LEASE—FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, 
SACRAMENTO, CA 

Resolved by the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the U.S. House 
of Representatives, that pursuant to title 40 
U.S.C. § 3307, appropriations are authorized 
to lease up to approximately 148,184 rentable 
square feet and 215 inside and 15 outside 
parking spaces for the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation, currently located in multiple 
lease facilities in Sacramento, California, at 
a proposed total annual cost of $5,927,360 for 
a lease term of 20 years, a prospectus for 
which is attached to and included in this res-
olution. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary,. prior to execution of 
the new lease. 

Provided, That the General Services Ad-
ministration shall not delegate to any other 
agency the authority granted by this resolu-
tion. 

LEASE—FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, 
DENVER, CO 

Resolved by the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the U.S. House 
of Representatives, that pursuant to title 40 
U.S.C. § 3307, appropriations are authorized 
to lease up to approximately 175,155 rentable 
square feet and 175 inside and 45 outside 
parking spaces for the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation, currently located in three gov-
ernment-owned facilities in Denver and 
Lakewood, Colorado, at a proposed total an-
nual cost of $6,130,425 for a lease term of 20 
years, a prospectus for which is attached to 
and included in this resolution. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to execution of 
the new lease. 

Provided, That the General Services Ad-
ministration shall not delegate to any other 
agency the authority granted by this resolu-
tion. 

LEASE—FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 

Resolved by the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the U.S. House 
of Representatives, that pursuant to title 40 
U.S.C. § 3307, appropriations are authorized 
to lease up to approximately 162,530 rentable 
square feet and 200 inside and 20 outside 
parking spaces for the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation, currently located in leased 
space in Minneapolis and Roseville, Min-
nesota, at a proposed total annual cost of 
$6,176,140 for a lease term of 20 years, a pro-
spectus for which is attached to and included 
in this resolution. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to execution of 
the new lease. 

Provided, That the General Services Ad-
ministration shall not delegate to any other 
agency the authority granted by this resolu-
tion. 

LEASE—FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, 
CINCINNATI, OH 

Resolved by the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the U.S. House 
of Representatives, that pursuant to title 40 
U.S.C. § 3307, appropriations are authorized 
to lease up to approximately 108,874 rentable 
square feet of space and 145 structured and 20 
surface parking spaces for the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation, currently located in 
multiple locations in Cincinnati, at a pro-
posed total annual cost of $3,810,590 for a 
lease term of 20 years, a prospectus for which 
is attached to and included in this resolu-
tion. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to execution of 
the new lease. 

Provided, That the General Services Ad-
ministration shall not delegate to any other 
agency the authority granted by this resolu-
tion. 

AMENDED PROSPECTUS—CONSTRUCTION— 
UNITED STATES COURTHOUSE ANNEX, SAN 
DIEGO, CA 
Resolved by the Committee on Transpor-

tation and Infrastructure of the U.S. House 
of Representatives, that pursuant to 40 
U.S.C. § 3307, additional appropriations are 
authorized for additional site, additional de-
sign, management and inspection, and con-
struction of a 466,886 gross square foot facil-
ity and 105 inside parking spaces located in 
San Diego, California, at an additional site 
and design cost of $3,258,000 (site and design 
cost of $42,369;000 were previously author-
ized), management and inspection cost of 
$7,740,000, and an estimated construction 
cost of $248,816,000, a combined estimated 
total project cost of $302,183,000, a prospectus 
for which is attached to, and included in, 
this resolution. 

Within one year of the date of approval of 
this Resolution, the Judicial Conference of 
the United States shall amend the U.S. 
Courts Design Guide to require that each 
U.S. Courthouse construction project provide 
one courtroom for every two senior judges. 
Beginning on the date of approval of this 
Resolution, the Judicial Conference of the 
United States shall specifically approve each 
departure from the U.S. Courts Design Guide 
for each U.S. Courthouse construction 
project which result in additional estimated 
costs of the project (including additional 
rent payment obligations) and that the Judi-
cial Conference provide a specific list of each 
departure and the justification and esti-
mated cost (as supplied by the General Serv-
ices Administration (GSA)) of such departure 
for each U.S. Courthouse construction 
project to the GSA. Each U.S. Courthouse 
construction prospectus submitted by the 
GSA shall include a specific list of each de-
parture and the justification and estimated 
cost (including additional rent payment obli-
gations) of such departure and GSA’s rec-
ommendation on whether the Committee on 
Transportation of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works of the U.S. Senate 
should approve such departure. 

This resolution amends a Committee reso-
lution dated July 21, 2004, which authorized 
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site and design of a 614,394 gross square foot 
facility with 105 inside parking spaces. 

There was no objection. 
f 

AMENDMENT PROCESS FOR CON-
SIDERATION OF H.R. 5766, GOV-
ERNMENT EFFICIENCY ACT OF 
2006 
Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, the 

Committee on Rules may meet later 
this week to grant a rule which could 
limit the amendment process for floor 
consideration of H.R. 5766, the Govern-
ment Efficiency Act of 2006. 

The bill was ordered reported by the 
Committee on Government Reform on 
July 20, 2006. Any Member wishing to 
offer an amendment should submit 55 
copies of the amendment and one copy 
of a brief explanation of the amend-
ment to the Rules Committee in room 
H–312 of the Capitol by 11 a.m. on 
Wednesday, July 26, 2006. 

Members should draft their amend-
ments to the bill as ordered reported 
by the Committee on Government Re-
form, which is expected to be filed 
today. The text of the bill as ordered 
reported will be made available on the 
Web sites of both the Committee on 
Rules and the Committee on Govern-
ment Reform. 

Members should use the Office of 
Legislative Counsel to ensure that 
their amendments are drafted in the 
most appropriate format and should 
check with the Office for the Parlia-
mentarian to be certain their amend-
ments comply with the Rules of the 
House. 

f 

STRAIGHT TALK ON THE 
ECONOMY 

(Mr. KELLER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to give the American people 
some straight talk about our economy. 
In 1992, Bill Clinton ran for president 
with the slogan ‘‘It’s is the economy, 
stupid.’’ 

Today, his wife, HILLARY, reminded 
us of that slogan in her speech to the 
Democratic Leadership Council. Well, 
our economy is very strong and grow-
ing. We have created 5.4 million new 
jobs in the last 3 years. Our unemploy-
ment rate is better than the average of 
the 1960s, 1970s, 1980s and 1990s. We have 
had 18 straight quarters of economic 
growth. 

Homeownership is now at 69 percent, 
the largest in history. And our reve-
nues are coming in so high we will be 
able to meet our goal of cutting the 
deficit in half by 2008, a year ahead of 
schedule. This time, let’s take the Clin-
tons at their word. If it is the economy, 
stupid, then let’s be smart and reelect 
those Congressmen who gave us this 
strong economy by lowering the taxes 
in the first place. 

ARABIA MOUNTAIN NATIONAL 
HERITAGE AREA 

(Ms. MCKINNEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. MCKINNEY. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the Members of the House and 
the Senate for passing legislation that 
included language authorizing the Ara-
bia Mountain National Heritage Area 
in my district. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a boon to the en-
vironmental community that seeks to 
preserve pristine areas everywhere. But 
for such an area to be in the middle of 
a bustling African American commu-
nity is especially rare. 

We need green space in south DeKalb, 
and this will go a very long way toward 
realizing a community dream. Ini-
tially, our thought was to have the 
funding go to the country or the State, 
and that was reflected in one version of 
the bill. 

However, the House Resources Com-
mittee adopted a private-public part-
nership approach. Good stewardship of 
taxpayer dollars is extremely impor-
tant, and I want to work closely with 
the private entity to make sure that 
the community and its concerns al-
ways come first. 

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to walk-
ing the nature trials in both DeKalb 
and Rockdale Counties that will be 
made possible by the Congressional ac-
tion today. 

I would also like to thank the Geor-
gia Department of Natural Resources 
that also lent its support to this very 
important bill. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each 

f 

THE HISTORY OF NICODEMUS, 
KANSAS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 
it is appropriate from time to time 
that we reflect upon our country’s 
past, study events of history, and re-
member what we have learned from 
those who came before us. 

The western Kansas town of 
Nicodemus, though small in size, has a 
rich history that can teach us much 
about who we are as Kansans, and who 
we are as Americans. 

Discrimination and slavery are an 
unfortunate part of our country’s his-
tory. Black Americans suffered great-
ly, and many fought and died to obtain 

their freedom. The struggle between 
pro-slavery forces and abolitionists was 
fought across the country. And signifi-
cant battles took place in my home 
State of Kansas during the 1850s. 

The outcome of Bleeding Kansas was 
a free State in the heart of an expand-
ing nation that offered hope and oppor-
tunity to former slaves. While the end 
of the Civil War brought with it expec-
tations that African Americans would 
finally enjoy the rights described in 
our founding documents, many rights 
obtained were largely stripped away by 
the end of the Reconstruction period. 

Many recognized the sacrifice that 
Kansas had made to become a free 
State. Ex slaves left the south and ven-
tured out to the vast prairies of Kansas 
in search of freedom and opportunity. 

The destination for many of these in-
dividuals was Nicodemus. Founded in 
1877 by six African American men, 
Nicodemus was formed as a community 
specifically for African Americans. At 
a time when prejudice and oppression 
were still common, Nicodemus offered 
African Americans a place to own their 
own land, to make a living farming, 
and to prosper in a jurisdiction allow-
ing self government. 

The young community of Nicodemus 
grew and prospered during the 1880s as 
a result of the ingenuity of black en-
trepreneurs and the dedication and 
commitment of black farmers. Though 
many African Americans in the south 
were denied an education, Nicodemus 
established schools and educated the 
town’s children. Since the bustling ac-
tivity and growth of the 1880s, 
Nicodemus has had its ups and downs, 
yet it today remains a community of 
African Americans and a testament to 
the human desire for freedom. 

Nicodemus is the only remaining 
western town established by emanci-
pated slaves during the reconstruction 
period, and it is critical that its his-
tory not be lost. 

On November 12, 1996, Congress rec-
ognized the historical significance of 
Nicodemus and established the 
Nicodemus National Historic Site to 
preserve, protect and interpret this 
unique community. Thanks to Congres-
sional action, the National Park Serv-
ice and especially the residents of 
Nicodemus, this community and its 
story are being preserved for future 
generations. 

Each year during the last weekend in 
July, Nicodemus is transformed again 
into a busy community, full of activ-
ity, for the emancipation celebration. 
At this event, former residents and 
their families return to Nicodemus to 
share stories and to enjoy one an-
other’s company. 

This year, the community will not 
only celebrate the first emancipation 
of slaves in the western hemisphere, 
but also Nicodemus’s 10th anniversary 
as a National Historic Site. Nicodemus 
is a special community that reminds us 
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