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site and design of a 614,394 gross square foot 
facility with 105 inside parking spaces. 

There was no objection. 
f 

AMENDMENT PROCESS FOR CON-
SIDERATION OF H.R. 5766, GOV-
ERNMENT EFFICIENCY ACT OF 
2006 
Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, the 

Committee on Rules may meet later 
this week to grant a rule which could 
limit the amendment process for floor 
consideration of H.R. 5766, the Govern-
ment Efficiency Act of 2006. 

The bill was ordered reported by the 
Committee on Government Reform on 
July 20, 2006. Any Member wishing to 
offer an amendment should submit 55 
copies of the amendment and one copy 
of a brief explanation of the amend-
ment to the Rules Committee in room 
H–312 of the Capitol by 11 a.m. on 
Wednesday, July 26, 2006. 

Members should draft their amend-
ments to the bill as ordered reported 
by the Committee on Government Re-
form, which is expected to be filed 
today. The text of the bill as ordered 
reported will be made available on the 
Web sites of both the Committee on 
Rules and the Committee on Govern-
ment Reform. 

Members should use the Office of 
Legislative Counsel to ensure that 
their amendments are drafted in the 
most appropriate format and should 
check with the Office for the Parlia-
mentarian to be certain their amend-
ments comply with the Rules of the 
House. 

f 

STRAIGHT TALK ON THE 
ECONOMY 

(Mr. KELLER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to give the American people 
some straight talk about our economy. 
In 1992, Bill Clinton ran for president 
with the slogan ‘‘It’s is the economy, 
stupid.’’ 

Today, his wife, HILLARY, reminded 
us of that slogan in her speech to the 
Democratic Leadership Council. Well, 
our economy is very strong and grow-
ing. We have created 5.4 million new 
jobs in the last 3 years. Our unemploy-
ment rate is better than the average of 
the 1960s, 1970s, 1980s and 1990s. We have 
had 18 straight quarters of economic 
growth. 

Homeownership is now at 69 percent, 
the largest in history. And our reve-
nues are coming in so high we will be 
able to meet our goal of cutting the 
deficit in half by 2008, a year ahead of 
schedule. This time, let’s take the Clin-
tons at their word. If it is the economy, 
stupid, then let’s be smart and reelect 
those Congressmen who gave us this 
strong economy by lowering the taxes 
in the first place. 

ARABIA MOUNTAIN NATIONAL 
HERITAGE AREA 

(Ms. MCKINNEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. MCKINNEY. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the Members of the House and 
the Senate for passing legislation that 
included language authorizing the Ara-
bia Mountain National Heritage Area 
in my district. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a boon to the en-
vironmental community that seeks to 
preserve pristine areas everywhere. But 
for such an area to be in the middle of 
a bustling African American commu-
nity is especially rare. 

We need green space in south DeKalb, 
and this will go a very long way toward 
realizing a community dream. Ini-
tially, our thought was to have the 
funding go to the country or the State, 
and that was reflected in one version of 
the bill. 

However, the House Resources Com-
mittee adopted a private-public part-
nership approach. Good stewardship of 
taxpayer dollars is extremely impor-
tant, and I want to work closely with 
the private entity to make sure that 
the community and its concerns al-
ways come first. 

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to walk-
ing the nature trials in both DeKalb 
and Rockdale Counties that will be 
made possible by the Congressional ac-
tion today. 

I would also like to thank the Geor-
gia Department of Natural Resources 
that also lent its support to this very 
important bill. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each 

f 

THE HISTORY OF NICODEMUS, 
KANSAS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 
it is appropriate from time to time 
that we reflect upon our country’s 
past, study events of history, and re-
member what we have learned from 
those who came before us. 

The western Kansas town of 
Nicodemus, though small in size, has a 
rich history that can teach us much 
about who we are as Kansans, and who 
we are as Americans. 

Discrimination and slavery are an 
unfortunate part of our country’s his-
tory. Black Americans suffered great-
ly, and many fought and died to obtain 

their freedom. The struggle between 
pro-slavery forces and abolitionists was 
fought across the country. And signifi-
cant battles took place in my home 
State of Kansas during the 1850s. 

The outcome of Bleeding Kansas was 
a free State in the heart of an expand-
ing nation that offered hope and oppor-
tunity to former slaves. While the end 
of the Civil War brought with it expec-
tations that African Americans would 
finally enjoy the rights described in 
our founding documents, many rights 
obtained were largely stripped away by 
the end of the Reconstruction period. 

Many recognized the sacrifice that 
Kansas had made to become a free 
State. Ex slaves left the south and ven-
tured out to the vast prairies of Kansas 
in search of freedom and opportunity. 

The destination for many of these in-
dividuals was Nicodemus. Founded in 
1877 by six African American men, 
Nicodemus was formed as a community 
specifically for African Americans. At 
a time when prejudice and oppression 
were still common, Nicodemus offered 
African Americans a place to own their 
own land, to make a living farming, 
and to prosper in a jurisdiction allow-
ing self government. 

The young community of Nicodemus 
grew and prospered during the 1880s as 
a result of the ingenuity of black en-
trepreneurs and the dedication and 
commitment of black farmers. Though 
many African Americans in the south 
were denied an education, Nicodemus 
established schools and educated the 
town’s children. Since the bustling ac-
tivity and growth of the 1880s, 
Nicodemus has had its ups and downs, 
yet it today remains a community of 
African Americans and a testament to 
the human desire for freedom. 

Nicodemus is the only remaining 
western town established by emanci-
pated slaves during the reconstruction 
period, and it is critical that its his-
tory not be lost. 

On November 12, 1996, Congress rec-
ognized the historical significance of 
Nicodemus and established the 
Nicodemus National Historic Site to 
preserve, protect and interpret this 
unique community. Thanks to Congres-
sional action, the National Park Serv-
ice and especially the residents of 
Nicodemus, this community and its 
story are being preserved for future 
generations. 

Each year during the last weekend in 
July, Nicodemus is transformed again 
into a busy community, full of activ-
ity, for the emancipation celebration. 
At this event, former residents and 
their families return to Nicodemus to 
share stories and to enjoy one an-
other’s company. 

This year, the community will not 
only celebrate the first emancipation 
of slaves in the western hemisphere, 
but also Nicodemus’s 10th anniversary 
as a National Historic Site. Nicodemus 
is a special community that reminds us 
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