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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 
REGARDING HOUSE INTERIOR AP-

PROPRIATIONS PROVISION TO 
FUND BLM NEW MEXICO’S PREP-
ARATION OF A NEW CO-DEVEL-
OPMENT PLAN FOR OIL AND GAS 
AND POTASH IN THE SECRE-
TARIAL POTASH AREA OF NEW 
MEXICO 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, July 24, 2006 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, for too long, 
the number one concern of Americans all 
across our Nation has been the price and sup-
ply of energy. The cost of gasoline at the 
pump and the cost of natural gas delivered to 
homes and businesses throughout America 
have risen to levels that have threatened fam-
ily pocketbooks and employment for busi-
nesses both big and small. Americans are 
looking for real action that addresses the real 
problems they are experiencing in the market 
place—the price and supply of gasoline and 
natural gas. The answer is to be found, in 
part, by increasing domestic supply of oil and 
gas. And we have so much of those resources 
still untapped—whether in the Alaska National 
Wildlife Refuge, in off-shore leases, or on a 
range of federal properties where the oil and 
gas resources are already owned by the 
American people. 

Many of these opportunities for increased 
production of oil and gas on federal lands are 
admittedly fraught with controversy and caught 
up in partisan politics. However, the House In-
terior appropriations bill that we passed on 
May 18, pursues a supply of 1–2 billion bar-
rels of oil and gas on a federal property that 
is readily developable, where no environ-
mental impediments exist and where drilling 
and pipeline infrastructure is so plentiful that 
the oil and gas can be cost-effectively and 
quickly delivered into the market. 

Particularly, our House Interior Appropria-
tions bill provides an additional $800,000 to 
the Bureau of Land Management to develop a 
new co-development policy to facilitate greater 
production of both the oil and gas and potash 
that lies beneath an area known as the Secre-
tarial Potash Area near Carlsbad, New Mex-
ico. There has been some contention between 
oil and gas producers and the potash industry 
over how extensive oil and gas production 
should be in the area. The potash industry has 
claimed that drilling oil and gas wells variously 
prohibits recovery of potash deposits by them 
or creates safety risks to potash miners. The 
BLM New Mexico State Office has denied 
many applications for drilling permits (APDs) 
on the basis of those claims. For their part, 
the oil and gas leaseholders argue that such 
claims are baseless and point out that there 
has never been a safety incident in a potash 
mine from the oil and gas wells that already 

exist in the potash area. Additionally, they ref-
erence the 500,000 acres that constitute the 
Secretarial potash area are so vast that in-
creased oil and gas development can be 
achieved without adversely impacting the pot-
ash industry. 

Last year, the BLM New Mexico State Di-
rector commissioned New Mexico Tech to 
conduct a thorough geological assessment of 
the oil and gas potential of the potash area. 
The State Director briefed congressional staff 
on the conclusions of the New Mexico Tech 
study on February 14, 2006. Those conclu-
sions are compelling in terms of the urgent 
need for more oil and gas in this country. After 
studying the geologic data in great detail, New 
Mexico Tech concluded that: ‘‘Even consid-
ering only the Brushy Canyon and Morrow 
Formations, a large part of the SPA [Secre-
tarial Potash Area] has significant future oil 
and gas potential along presently producing 
trends.’’ The study further concludes: ‘‘The 
Secretary of Interior’s Potash Area is a prolific 
oil and gas producing region with significant 
future reserves. . . . [A]lmost the entire SPA 
is of interest for future development. . . . 
These formations . . . consist of extensive 
sandstones that have demonstrated produc-
tion characteristics. . . . Horizontal wells have 
been demonstrated to work with good produc-
tion, and drilling islands in areas with existing 
wells are one method of permitting sub-potash 
development in the future.’’ 

At that same recent briefing for Congres-
sional staff, the BLM New Mexico state direc-
tor acknowledged that her office has no data 
to support the claim of safety risks alleged by 
the potash companies, but expressed a desire 
to conduct more research on the issue to con-
fidently issue more APDs for oil and gas drill-
ing. The New Mexico State Director also in-
formed congressional staff that she wanted to 
begin creation of a new co-development re-
source policy for the Secretarial potash area 
that would increase oil and gas production 
while avoiding any legitimate and avoidable 
adverse impact on current and future potash 
mining. 

The House Interior Appropriations bill pro-
vides the BLM Director with additional funding 
to accomplish the stated objective of creating 
such a new co-development policy. With BLM 
already having the full legal authority to create 
the new co-development policy, BLM can 
begin action now and does not need to wait 
even for the enactment of a final Interior Ap-
propriations conference report to commence 
activity to create the new co-development pol-
icy. The only thing now standing in the way of 
that new policy and oil and gas production is 
action by the BLM New Mexico office. BLM 
must understand the seriousness of our inten-
tions underlying this funding provision and the 
agency must appreciate that we want oil and 
gas production expedited as a result of this 
funding and soon. We are watching BLM to 
see action, and so are the American people. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN LINDER 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, July 24, 2006 

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, I was unable to 
cast rollcall vote 382 on July 19, 2006, be-
cause I was unavoidably detained on official 
business at the White House. Had I been 
present, I would have cast the following vote: 
On rollcall No. 382, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

ARTICLE BY RABBI ISRAEL 
ZOBERMAN 

HON. THELMA D. DRAKE 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, July 24, 2006 

Mrs. DRAKE. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
call your attention to the following article writ-
ten by my constituent, Rabbi Israel Zoberman. 
Rabbi Zoberman is the spiritual leader of Con-
gregation Beth Chaverim in Virginia Beach, 
VA. A son of Polish Holocaust survivors, he 
grew up in Haifa, Israel. He is past President 
of the Hampton Roads Board of Rabbis and 
Cantors. The article reads as follows: 

Once more I felt in the pit of my stomach 
that gnawing sense of emptiness born of dis-
belief and grave concern, which after all is a 
defense mechanism, experienced during past 
wars and crises. My phone calls to my family 
in Haifa, Israel have increased from Fridays 
to wish them a ‘‘Shabbat Shalom’’ to daily 
contacts of empathy and support. 

My beautiful coastal Haifa, Israel’s third 
largest city, has become a deliberate target 
with rockets landing on Mt. Carmel, not far 
from my sisters’ homes and my parents’ resi-
dence where I was raised. My very pregnant 
niece was emotionally affected and tempo-
rarily left to Tel Aviv for psychological sta-
bility. Speaking to my mom, who along with 
father are Polish Holocaust survivors, con-
veyed her definite heightened anxiety as she 
faced one more challenge after already much 
trauma, including Israel’s previous wars and 
ongoing tensions since arriving there in 1949. 
I’ve also been in touch with Lebanese friends 
in Virginia Beach. They too are affected by 
the disconcerting events. 

The eruption of hostilities this time fol-
lowed attacks and kidnappings by Hamas in 
the south and Hezbollah in the north, insti-
gated by the true powers to be in Iran and 
Syria, and lengthy rockets’ firing at Israeli 
towns within range from Gaza. It thus forced 
Israel’s government to send a loud message 
to those who are obstacles to the future of 
peace, a pre-condition to Israel’s very viabil-
ity and survival in a restive region of critical 
strategic importance. No state would allow 
disruption to its citizens’ lives on a scale tol-
erated so long by Israel. Particularly for a 
small country albeit with a capable military, 
such unacceptable scenario becomes debili-
tating. 
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The threat from radical Islam seeking to 

create a Middle East a la its rejectionist ide-
ology, sans Israel and Western influence, 
also aims at destabilizing moderate Arab 
states such as Egypt and Jordan which 
signed peace treaties with Israel. Without a 
countervailing strong Iraq, Iran is now posi-
tioned for hegemony to restore its historic 
preeminence and emerge a global Muslim 
leader. It attempts to acquire nuclear power 
as a step in this envisioned goal while led by 
an irresponsible president who openly denies 
the Holocaust and calls for Israel’s elimi-
nation. The Palestinian Authority as well as 
Lebanon stand to benefit from Israel’s ac-
tions for their own future is held hostage by 
their extremists. Israel’s response is sup-
portive of America’s heroic efforts to con-
front terrorism world-wide, painfully intro-
ducing democracy to a liberated Iraq, even 
though democracy’s Arab enemies subvert 
fledging democracies from within. Fighting 
terrorists is hampered by their planting 
themselves among civilians to take advan-
tage of democratic nations’ reluctance to re-
taliate at random. But terrorists underesti-
mate the will of free nations to ultimately 
fight back in spite of limitations with inevi-
table and regrettable losses of life and prop-
erty. Tragic indeed has been Lebanon’s lot 
and inability to control Palestinian and Leb-
anese militants who have begrudged her 
Western culture and delicate ethnic and reli-
gious balance. 

How frustrating that despite Israel’s sac-
rificial Gaza disengagement a year ago as 
well as the departure from southern Lebanon 
in 2000, with plans for the further withdrawal 
from the West Bank to create a Palestinian 
state, its adversaries refuse to respond in 
kind. Reestablishing a deteriorated deter-
rence posture is a must for Israel’s security. 
Recently elected Israeli Premier Ehud 
Olmert is undergoing his first major test by 
fire, literally, filling in the big shoes of his 
incapacitated predecessor Ariel Sharon. 
Sharon, the daring leader in war and peace, 
would approve Olmert’s conduct that is sup-
ported by a united political front, so other-
wise rare, testimony to Israel’s resolve to 
again prevail. A determined Jewish state has 
no plans to leave its bad neighborhood, and 
it may yet help transforming it with its es-
sential American partner. May children on 
both sides of Israel’s borders soon be able to 
freely play and sleep at peace. 

Rabbi Israel Zoberman, spiritual leader of 
Congregation of Beth Chaverim in Virginia 
Beach, grew up in Haifa, Israel. 

f 

HONORING THE AMERICAN LEGION 
POST 71 FOR 86 YEARS OF SERV-
ICE 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 24, 2006 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today so 
that I may honor the American Legion Post 71 
of Denton, Texas as they celebrate their 86th 
Anniversary. For close to a century, the Amer-
ican Legion Post and its members have self-
lessly served thousands of veterans and their 
families throughout North Texas. 

The American Legion, holding a 3 million 
part membership nationally, was chartered by 
Congress in the aftermath of World War I as 
a ‘‘patriotic, mutual-help, war-time veterans’ 

organization.’’ Since its establishment, the 
American Legion has sworn ‘‘to uphold and 
defend the Constitution of the United States of 
America; to maintain law and order; to foster 
and perpetuate a one hundred percent Ameri-
canism; to preserve the memories and inci-
dents of our associations in the Great Wars;’’ 
to promote service and to harvest a healthy 
sense of community. Today there are over 
15,000 posts world-wide. 

In celebration of their 86th Anniversary, Post 
71 will honor the family of Ernest Dallas Jr., a 
Denton Veteran of the Iraq War, with a ‘‘Fallen 
Heroes Memorial Plaque.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud American Legion 
Post 71 for their honorable service to our na-
tion and our heroes. I also recognize one of 
those heroes, Ernest Dallas Jr., who lost his 
life in Iraq not more than a year ago. Our na-
tion truly owes a debt of gratitude to him and 
our other fallen soldiers for their admirable 
and unyielding service to our nation. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TODD TIAHRT 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 24, 2006 

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, on July 13, I was 
unavoidably detained and missed rollcall vote 
No. 374. 

Rollcall vote No. 374 was on final passage 
of H.R. 9, the Fannie Lou Hamer, Rosa Parks, 
and Coretta Scott King Voting Rights Act Re-
authorization and Amendments Act. Had I 
been present, I would have voted, ‘‘yea.’’ 

This is an important piece of legislation that 
I hope to see pass through the Senate, signed 
by the President and enacted. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 24, 2006 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably detained on July 20, 2006 and 
missed Rollcall vote 393. Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ for 393. 

f 

SUPPORT THE STEM CELL RE-
SEARCH ENHANCEMENT ACT, 
H.R. 810 

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 24, 2006 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
support moving stem cell research forward 
and believe H.R. 810 will accomplish it in an 
ethical and responsible manner. 

It is almost 2 years since my daughter-in- 
law, Naomi, underwent a kidney transplant. I 
marvel at the combined results of the many 
people and years of science and research that 
came before her which gave her that oppor-
tunity. 

Naomi was lucky and found an eligible 
donor in her brother. The transplant operation 
was a success. In fact, just a month ago, our 
family cheered on Naomi at the Transplant 
Olympics. 

It seems like a happy ending, but the story 
does not end here. 

My daughter-in-law takes a number of drugs 
to keep her body from rejecting her new kid-
ney. I hope her body will be able to support 
her transplant for many years. 

Hopefully, Naomi will not need to face an-
other transplant for many, many years. Clear-
ly, she may not be able to go to a sibling 
again. 

Will new research bring her new hope in the 
future? 

Mr. Speaker, as you can see, I have a per-
sonal reason for seeing an expansion of the 
existing stem cell lines. 

New stem cell lines hold the promise of ad-
vancing medical research and providing cures 
to a number of diseases. 

After years of work, both the House and 
Senate passed bipartisan stem cell legislation. 
Unfortunately, President Bush vetoed this crit-
ical bill. Despite a valiant effort in the House, 
we could not override this veto. 

We need to think about tomorrow—what 
kind of future do we want to provide for the 
millions of individuals who live with life-threat-
ening illnesses and their families? 

If we don’t move forward, we will not have 
the chance to develop innovative treatments, 
including the potential of growing kidneys. 

I hope I can give Naomi and other families 
like ours that chance. 

f 

REGARDING THE GATES FOUNDA-
TION’S WORK TO DEVELOP AN 
HIV VACCINE 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 24, 2006 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, AIDS is a disease that knows no 
national borders. Approximately 40 million 
people across the globe are infected with this 
virus. There is no cure, and for many people, 
no hope. 

Between 1995 and 2005, the number of 
people living with HIV/AIDS has doubled, de-
spite efforts to prevent transmission of the dis-
ease. New infections among women outpace 
those among men as a result of gender in-
equalities and violence toward women. Ninety- 
six percent of people with HIV live in the de-
veloping world, most in sub-Saharan Africa. 

Life-saving drugs to prevent mother-to-child 
transmission of the virus have been unavail-
able, and hundreds of thousands of infants 
have become needlessly infected at birth or 
through breastfeeding in the last year. 

Bill and Melinda Gates have done a great 
thing to provide hope to the millions suffering 
from AIDS. 

Yesterday, they announced that they have 
dedicated $287 million in the form of 16 grants 
over 5 years to set up an international network 
of HIV vaccine scientists. 

What is special about the grants is that they 
will be shared among 16 research projects in 
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