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The threat from radical Islam seeking to 

create a Middle East a la its rejectionist ide-
ology, sans Israel and Western influence, 
also aims at destabilizing moderate Arab 
states such as Egypt and Jordan which 
signed peace treaties with Israel. Without a 
countervailing strong Iraq, Iran is now posi-
tioned for hegemony to restore its historic 
preeminence and emerge a global Muslim 
leader. It attempts to acquire nuclear power 
as a step in this envisioned goal while led by 
an irresponsible president who openly denies 
the Holocaust and calls for Israel’s elimi-
nation. The Palestinian Authority as well as 
Lebanon stand to benefit from Israel’s ac-
tions for their own future is held hostage by 
their extremists. Israel’s response is sup-
portive of America’s heroic efforts to con-
front terrorism world-wide, painfully intro-
ducing democracy to a liberated Iraq, even 
though democracy’s Arab enemies subvert 
fledging democracies from within. Fighting 
terrorists is hampered by their planting 
themselves among civilians to take advan-
tage of democratic nations’ reluctance to re-
taliate at random. But terrorists underesti-
mate the will of free nations to ultimately 
fight back in spite of limitations with inevi-
table and regrettable losses of life and prop-
erty. Tragic indeed has been Lebanon’s lot 
and inability to control Palestinian and Leb-
anese militants who have begrudged her 
Western culture and delicate ethnic and reli-
gious balance. 

How frustrating that despite Israel’s sac-
rificial Gaza disengagement a year ago as 
well as the departure from southern Lebanon 
in 2000, with plans for the further withdrawal 
from the West Bank to create a Palestinian 
state, its adversaries refuse to respond in 
kind. Reestablishing a deteriorated deter-
rence posture is a must for Israel’s security. 
Recently elected Israeli Premier Ehud 
Olmert is undergoing his first major test by 
fire, literally, filling in the big shoes of his 
incapacitated predecessor Ariel Sharon. 
Sharon, the daring leader in war and peace, 
would approve Olmert’s conduct that is sup-
ported by a united political front, so other-
wise rare, testimony to Israel’s resolve to 
again prevail. A determined Jewish state has 
no plans to leave its bad neighborhood, and 
it may yet help transforming it with its es-
sential American partner. May children on 
both sides of Israel’s borders soon be able to 
freely play and sleep at peace. 

Rabbi Israel Zoberman, spiritual leader of 
Congregation of Beth Chaverim in Virginia 
Beach, grew up in Haifa, Israel. 

f 

HONORING THE AMERICAN LEGION 
POST 71 FOR 86 YEARS OF SERV-
ICE 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 24, 2006 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today so 
that I may honor the American Legion Post 71 
of Denton, Texas as they celebrate their 86th 
Anniversary. For close to a century, the Amer-
ican Legion Post and its members have self-
lessly served thousands of veterans and their 
families throughout North Texas. 

The American Legion, holding a 3 million 
part membership nationally, was chartered by 
Congress in the aftermath of World War I as 
a ‘‘patriotic, mutual-help, war-time veterans’ 

organization.’’ Since its establishment, the 
American Legion has sworn ‘‘to uphold and 
defend the Constitution of the United States of 
America; to maintain law and order; to foster 
and perpetuate a one hundred percent Ameri-
canism; to preserve the memories and inci-
dents of our associations in the Great Wars;’’ 
to promote service and to harvest a healthy 
sense of community. Today there are over 
15,000 posts world-wide. 

In celebration of their 86th Anniversary, Post 
71 will honor the family of Ernest Dallas Jr., a 
Denton Veteran of the Iraq War, with a ‘‘Fallen 
Heroes Memorial Plaque.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud American Legion 
Post 71 for their honorable service to our na-
tion and our heroes. I also recognize one of 
those heroes, Ernest Dallas Jr., who lost his 
life in Iraq not more than a year ago. Our na-
tion truly owes a debt of gratitude to him and 
our other fallen soldiers for their admirable 
and unyielding service to our nation. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TODD TIAHRT 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 24, 2006 

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, on July 13, I was 
unavoidably detained and missed rollcall vote 
No. 374. 

Rollcall vote No. 374 was on final passage 
of H.R. 9, the Fannie Lou Hamer, Rosa Parks, 
and Coretta Scott King Voting Rights Act Re-
authorization and Amendments Act. Had I 
been present, I would have voted, ‘‘yea.’’ 

This is an important piece of legislation that 
I hope to see pass through the Senate, signed 
by the President and enacted. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 24, 2006 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably detained on July 20, 2006 and 
missed Rollcall vote 393. Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ for 393. 

f 

SUPPORT THE STEM CELL RE-
SEARCH ENHANCEMENT ACT, 
H.R. 810 

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 24, 2006 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
support moving stem cell research forward 
and believe H.R. 810 will accomplish it in an 
ethical and responsible manner. 

It is almost 2 years since my daughter-in- 
law, Naomi, underwent a kidney transplant. I 
marvel at the combined results of the many 
people and years of science and research that 
came before her which gave her that oppor-
tunity. 

Naomi was lucky and found an eligible 
donor in her brother. The transplant operation 
was a success. In fact, just a month ago, our 
family cheered on Naomi at the Transplant 
Olympics. 

It seems like a happy ending, but the story 
does not end here. 

My daughter-in-law takes a number of drugs 
to keep her body from rejecting her new kid-
ney. I hope her body will be able to support 
her transplant for many years. 

Hopefully, Naomi will not need to face an-
other transplant for many, many years. Clear-
ly, she may not be able to go to a sibling 
again. 

Will new research bring her new hope in the 
future? 

Mr. Speaker, as you can see, I have a per-
sonal reason for seeing an expansion of the 
existing stem cell lines. 

New stem cell lines hold the promise of ad-
vancing medical research and providing cures 
to a number of diseases. 

After years of work, both the House and 
Senate passed bipartisan stem cell legislation. 
Unfortunately, President Bush vetoed this crit-
ical bill. Despite a valiant effort in the House, 
we could not override this veto. 

We need to think about tomorrow—what 
kind of future do we want to provide for the 
millions of individuals who live with life-threat-
ening illnesses and their families? 

If we don’t move forward, we will not have 
the chance to develop innovative treatments, 
including the potential of growing kidneys. 

I hope I can give Naomi and other families 
like ours that chance. 

f 

REGARDING THE GATES FOUNDA-
TION’S WORK TO DEVELOP AN 
HIV VACCINE 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 24, 2006 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, AIDS is a disease that knows no 
national borders. Approximately 40 million 
people across the globe are infected with this 
virus. There is no cure, and for many people, 
no hope. 

Between 1995 and 2005, the number of 
people living with HIV/AIDS has doubled, de-
spite efforts to prevent transmission of the dis-
ease. New infections among women outpace 
those among men as a result of gender in-
equalities and violence toward women. Ninety- 
six percent of people with HIV live in the de-
veloping world, most in sub-Saharan Africa. 

Life-saving drugs to prevent mother-to-child 
transmission of the virus have been unavail-
able, and hundreds of thousands of infants 
have become needlessly infected at birth or 
through breastfeeding in the last year. 

Bill and Melinda Gates have done a great 
thing to provide hope to the millions suffering 
from AIDS. 

Yesterday, they announced that they have 
dedicated $287 million in the form of 16 grants 
over 5 years to set up an international network 
of HIV vaccine scientists. 

What is special about the grants is that they 
will be shared among 16 research projects in 
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19 countries. Five of the grants will pay for 
central laboratories to test researchers’ find-
ings and foster international collaboration. 

Importantly, the Gates Foundation’s gift will 
encourage the 165 scientists receiving them to 
join forces. All the scientists involved have 
signed a collaboration agreement to openly 
share their data and results. This unique ar-
rangement is designed to get an effective HIV 
vaccine quickly into clinical trials in humans. 

I have great respect for Bill and Melinda 
Gates, and I admire their desire to do good 
things at a global level. They are a model of 
charity. By this generous gift, the Gates are 
showing all of us how to look beyond our own 
borders and make a real difference in this 
world. Global health and equality are the true 
keys to bringing about world peace and under-
standing. 

f 

HONORING DOROTHY BARKER OF 
CWA 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 24, 2006 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor one of my long-time 
friends, Dorothy Barker. Though not a native 
Houstonian, she has been here longer than 
most. She came here in 1939 and is a proud 
graduate of Milby High School. 

Dorothy immediately went to work after 
graduation and moved around Texas with her 
husband, U.S. Army Air Force Sergeant Hugh 
Barker. In addition to being the mother of 
three children, Dorothy managed to have a va-
riety of jobs to help support her family. She 
had a milk route in San Antonio, drove a city 
bus in Galveston, and was a ‘‘motor pool’’ em-
ployee at the Air Base in Dalhart, Texas. 

Finally, her family settled down in Houston 
and she became an employee of South-
western Bell Telephone Company in 1945 and 
joined the Communication Workers of America 
the same year. In 2 short years, she became 
a job steward and became a chief steward in 
1962. 

She was elected associate treasurer in 
1972, which is when I met her and she has 
held that position ever since. 

Dorothy helped bring the CWA into the 
State of Montana in 1970 and I know person-
ally, she has worked tirelessly to help increase 
union membership, protect labor rights, and 
get those of us who believe in good wages 
and benefits elected to office. 

Dorothy helped me the first time I ran for 
State representative and was elected in 1972. 
She has been a strong supporter ever since 
and I appreciate working with her over the last 
32 years. 

She has attended all the formal training 
schools offered by CWA. She has attended 
steward’s training, local officer training 
schools, leadership and advanced leadership 
schools, and the AFL–CIO labor law and ad-
vanced labor law courses. 

Her commitment to the CWA can never be 
questioned. She has served as a leader in all 
phases of local organizing drives, and all leg-
islative and community service work. She has 

been a delegate to the last 18 CWA conven-
tions and a delegate to the AFL–CIO Conven-
tion annually since 1976. 

She was District 12 CWA Woman of the 
Year in 1981 and was CWA Woman of the 
Year for local 6222 in 1999. 

She currently serves as local 6222 coordi-
nating officer for the legislative committee, fi-
nance committee, election committee, and 
public relations committee. 

She is vice-president of the Harris County 
AFL–CIO and chair of the trustees of the State 
AFL–CIO. 

I thank Dorothy Barker for her service to the 
working people in the Houston area and in 
Texas over the last 60 years and congratulate 
her on her retirement. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO UNITED STATES MA-
RINE CORPORAL PAUL NICHOLAS 
KING 

HON. MARTIN T. MEEHAN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 24, 2006 

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a true hero, Marine Cpl Paul Nicholas 
‘‘Nick’’ King, who gave his life in service to our 
country. 

Corporal King was a resident of a commu-
nity in my district, Tyngsboro, and was de-
ployed with the brave men and women serving 
in our Armed Forces as part of Operation: 
Iraqi Freedom II. Nick arrived in Iraq just a few 
months ago and served as a mortarman with 
the 1st Battalion, 25th Marine Weapons Com-
pany, Regimental Combat Team 5. On Sun-
day, June 25, 2006, he sustained fatal injuries 
when his unit was attacked as they patrolled 
Fallujah, Iraq. 

Nick was just 23 years old when he was 
killed. He leaves behind his beloved wife 
Becky who was his high school sweetheart. 
He is also survived by his loving parents Paul 
and Julie, and his siblings, Julie, Dianna, and 
Daniel. He was looking forward to starting a 
family with his wife and finding a new home 
upon his return. He was also planning to re-
store a motorcycle that the couple had bought 
shortly before his deployment. His friends and 
family recall his zest for life as well as his 
courage and sense of duty. Although he was 
safely stationed with a support unit in Korea, 
Japan, and Thailand, Nick volunteered for de-
ployment to Iraq because he wanted to fight 
alongside his fellow Marines. He loved being 
a Marine and his courage will not be soon for-
gotten. 

Nick graduated from the Greater Lowell Vo-
cational High School in 2001. He enlisted in 
the Marines during his final year in school and 
wore his uniform to his wife’s senior prom. 
Nick was very proud to be a Marine. 

Nick’s family is proud of him for the su-
preme sacrifice he paid on behalf of his coun-
try. He will always be remembered for his 
kindness, his zest for life, his courage, and his 
love for his family. He will be sorely missed. 

I have requested that an American flag be 
flown over our United States Capitol in mem-
ory of Cpl Paul Nicholas King to honor his 
brave service to our country. This flag was re-

cently presented to his family. Nick died fight-
ing for the country he loved, alongside com-
rades he respected and with the family he 
adored, forever in his heart. Our Nation is 
humbled and grateful for his sacrifice. 

Mr. Speaker, we should all take a moment 
to recognize Cpl Paul Nicholas King, United 
States Marine Corps, who gave his life in 
service to his country. 

f 

IN HONOR OF SERGEANT ROBERT 
P. KASSIN 

HON. TOM UDALL 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 24, 2006 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the life of SGT Robert P. 
Kassin. 

Robert dedicated his life to serving his 
country, and last Sunday, July 16, he made 
the ultimate sacrifice while serving in Afghani-
stan. 

Sergeant Kassin was killed near Larzab, in 
Afghanistan’s Zabul province, when his pla-
toon came under enemy fire. He died proudly, 
eager to defend our Nation and help the peo-
ple of Afghanistan. 

For almost a decade, Robert faithfully de-
fended his country. After graduating from high 
school in Clovis, NM, he joined the Army in 
September 1996, volunteering for deployment 
and reenlisting shortly after arriving in Afghani-
stan. Robert took pride in all that he did, and 
this was apparent to all who knew him. 

Robert leaves behind his parents, Robert 
Joseph and Lucia Kassin of Clovis, his 7-year- 
old son, his wife, Judy, and two step-
daughters. His son and stepdaughters will 
grow up proud of their father, Sergeant 
Kassin, knowing that he gave his all in service 
to our country. 

Our most sincere and heartfelt sympathies 
are with Robert’s family and friends during this 
time of great loss. We will always remember 
his bravery and the sacrifice he made proudly 
serving our great Nation. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN LINDER 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 24, 2006 

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall vote 
No. 380, House passage of S. 2754, I inad-
vertently was recorded as voting ‘‘nay.’’ 

I would like the record to reflect the fact that 
I wanted my vote to be recorded as ‘‘yea.’’ 

This does not change the outcome of the 
vote. 

f 

HONORING MARY TSUKAMOTO 

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 24, 2006 

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor Mary Tsukamoto for her commitment to 
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