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where he continued his education and volun-
teered in a leper colony to help those most in 
need. 

Joshua was employed at Humana, Inc., 
Louisville, Kentucky, where he was clearly a 
valued employee. Upon hearing the sad news, 
Humana issued the following statement: 
‘‘Joshua was an exemplary Humana asso-
ciate, beloved by his colleagues and held in 
high esteem by his supervisors. We are deep-
ly saddened by his death and extend our 
thoughts, prayers and heartfelt sympathy to 
his family.’’ 

Funeral services were held for Joshua at 
Holy Spirit Catholic Church, Louisville, Ken-
tucky, on Saturday, July 15, 2006. Joshua is 
survived by his parents, ANNE and Woody 
NORTHUP, and five brothers and sisters: David, 
Katie, Kevin, Mark and Erin. 

On behalf of the entire congressional dele-
gation from Kentucky, as well as her col-
leagues from across the Nation, we offer our 
most sincere condolences to the entire 
Northup family. 
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CONGRATULATING THE ORGA-
NIZERS, PARTICIPANTS, AND PA-
TRONS OF THE 25TH ANNUAL 
W.C. HANDY MUSIC FESTIVAL 

HON. ROBERT E. (BUD) CRAMER, JR. 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 24, 2006 

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the organizers, participants, and 
patrons of the 25th Annual W.C. Handy Music 
Festival, which begins on July 21 and lasts 
until July 30. 

The W.C. Handy Festival is named after 
Florence, Alabama, native William Christopher 
Handy. Mr. Handy, who is remembered today 
as the ‘‘Father of Blues,’’ was born in 1873 in 
a log cabin that his grandfather built. He left 
Florence in 1892, settling in Memphis, Ten-
nessee, where he penned his most recognized 
composition, ‘‘St. Louis Blues.’’ Before his 
death in 1958, W.C. Handy wrote over 150 
songs and his widespread appeal is credited 
with popularizing blues music into America’s 
cultural mainstream. 

Mr. Speaker, beginning with the birth of Mr. 
Handy and continuing today, the Shoals Re-
gion of Northwest Alabama has a storied mu-
sical history. The Shoals area is also the birth-
place of the ‘‘Father of Rock and Roll’’ Sam 
Phillips, who discovered artists such as Elvis 
Presley, Johnny Cash, and Jerry Lee Lewis. 
The region is also the home of the Alabama 
Music Hall of Fame, as well as generations of 
musicians, composers, songwriters, and inter-
nationally recognized recording studios and 
producers. Over the last 50 years, musical 
legends such as Aretha Franklin, the Rolling 
Stones, and some of today’s musical super-
stars have recorded many of their biggest hits 
in the area. 

Each year, the Music Preservation Society 
organizes this unique festival to pay tribute to 
W.C. Handy’s legacy and the area’s rich musi-
cal heritage. Thousands of musical patrons 
are entertained through more than 200 events 
at locations throughout the Shoals. Musical 

acts range from a wide variety of blues, jazz, 
gospel, R&B, soul, and country acts. The art-
ists perform live in local restaurants, night-
clubs, theatres, parks, libraries, art galleries, 
churches, malls, museums, and street corners 
throughout the region. 

The Festival, which began in 1982 featuring 
jazz legend Dizzy Gillespie, has continued to 
grow each year. Past headlining acts have in-
cluded Clarence Carter, the Manhattan Trans-
fer, and Percy Sledge. In its 25-year history, 
National Geographic, the Southeast Tourism 
Society, Travelocity.com, the Atlanta Com-
mittee for the Olympic Games, and the Ala-
bama Bureau of Tourism and Travel have rec-
ognized the festival as one of the top events 
in the South. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly rise today to con-
gratulate and applaud the efforts of the Music 
Preservation Society Board of Directors and 
staff, and the festival’s volunteers and musi-
cians who make this celebration of the cultural 
heritage of northwest Alabama a reality each 
year. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO JOHN T. 
CASEY ON THE OCCASION OF HIS 
80TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. MAURICE D. HINCHEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 24, 2006 

Mr. HINCHEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
extend warm birthday wishes and to pay trib-
ute to a dear friend and great man, Mr. John 
T. Casey. 

John will not turn 80 years old until August 
17, but I want to take this opportunity to honor 
him before the House of Representatives ad-
journs for the month of August. 

As many of his friends would tell you, John 
is a very civic-minded man. He was an active 
member of the Town of Gardiner Democratic 
Committee for 35 years, of which he served 
as its chairman for 22 years. It was in this ca-
pacity that I came to know him when I ran for 
a seat in the New York State Assembly in the 
early 1970s. I truly appreciated and valued the 
support and encouragement that John gave 
me, and am happy to say it was the start of 
a wonderful and long lasting friendship. 

His contributions weren’t limited to the 
Democratic Party. John was equally dedicated 
to improving the lives of working Americans 
through the labor movement. He and I share 
the belief that good jobs, fair wages and true 
economic opportunity must be realized for 
every single American. This is a message that 
must be carried to every comer of this nation, 
and John carried this out as a member of the 
International Brotherhood of Teamsters, local 
#445. Not only was he a member of the 
Teamsters for almost 50 years, starting out as 
a shop steward, he also served as its presi-
dent from the mid-1970’s to 1980. 

John proudly served his country in the U.S. 
Army from 1944 to 1946, serving as a master 
sergeant in Holland, France and Germany dur-
ing World War II, and is a member and past 
commander of the American Legion Post 176 
in New Paltz, New York. Additionally, John 
also served his community as chairman of the 

Board of Fire Commissioners in Gardiner, and 
is a life member of its fire company. This is a 
man who has dedicated himself to the better-
ment of the community and for that we will al-
ways be grateful. 

Happy birthday friend, I’m honored to share 
your day with you. 
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TRIBUTE TO SEELEY LODWICK 

HON. JAMES A. LEACH 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 24, 2006 

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, I rise to inform 
the House of the passing of one of lowa’s 
most distinguished leaders of the 20th century, 
Seeley Lodwick. 

Seeley’s was a life of public service—a Ma-
rine in the greatest war in human history; a 
farm leader during the greatest era of innova-
tion and change in agriculture; a public serv-
ant who served in both our State and national 
capitols; and a political activist who helped 
elect presidents and legislators. 

Seeley will be remembered as a gentleman 
of the soil, a son of Iowa, a true friend. 

Seeley’s passing leaves a gap in all of our 
lives, for his wife Pat particularly because no 
marriage could be closer; ours because no 
friend could be more counted upon for trusted 
support and sage advice. 

He will be much missed because he stood 
so steadfastly for the values in American poli-
tics that seems so forgotten—loyalty, decency, 
respect. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF MR. BENNIE 
F. WOOD II 

HON. WALTER B. JONES 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 24, 2006 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize Mr. Bennie F. Wood 
II, the recipient of the Meritorious Civilian 
Service Award for 37 years of Federal service. 

This July, Mr. Wood completes a distin-
guished 37-year career in Federal service that 
began with student service in 1969. After a 
brief stint with a private engineering firm fol-
lowing his graduation from the University of 
Virginia, he entered Federal service as a Civil 
Engineer with the Public Works Department of 
the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, Mary-
land. 

Mr. Wood continued with NAVFAC until 
1976, leaving his position as MILCON Project 
Manager for the Chesapeake Region to under-
take more than two decades of service to the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ substantial na-
tion building efforts in the Middle East. He 
held progressively more responsible positions, 
and served overseas in Dhahran, Saudi Ara-
bia, and Kuwait during the first Gulf War. 

He returned to the U.S. to become Chief of 
Engineering and Construction Management 
Directorate and later, the Assistant Deputy for 
Programs and Project Management at Trans-
atlantic Program Center. During this period, 
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