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work introducing the Girls and Boys Town 
Well-managed Classroom training model to 
the Hartford school system. A five-year as-
sessment of the program showed that aca-
demic achievement had increased and school 
suspensions had decreased in the schools 
where it was implemented. 

In 1970, George began a career in human 
service that lasted the remainder of his life. He 
started as a caseworker for Catholic Family 
and Community Services in Bridgeport, then 
joined the United Way in 1972 at the United 
Way of Eastern Fairfield County. He also 
served the United Way of Puerto Rico, the 
United Way of Portland, Maine, the United 
Way of Aurora, Illinois, and the United Way of 
Greater Los Angeles. 

Connecticut was fortunate to see George re-
turn in 1994 to become President and CEO of 
the United Way of the Capital Area. His vision 
for the forty towns served by the United Way 
was to improve the lives of children and fami-
lies and better community conditions. To this 
end, he created numerous initiatives and part-
nerships and worked tirelessly of their behalf. 
George worked as easily with nonprofit organi-
zations as he did with corporate donors. 

What truly made George special though was 
not just that he cared about the communities 
he served, he cared about each individual in 
those communities. He was a great friend to 
many and will be remembered for his quick 
smile, his wit, and his professionalism. He was 
always willing to share a laugh, talk baseball, 
or offer words of advice and encouragement. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House to join me in 
expressing condolences to George’s wife 
Jenny, his son Matthew, and the rest of his 
family. The Hartford area has lost a truly car-
ing person and a quietly effective leader. How-
ever, George’s work will be carried on by 
those who believe in his vision that we can 
make each person’s life better. 
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A DISPATCH FROM THE IRAQ WAR 
BATTLE GROUND: AIR FORCE 
CAPTAIN F. JOHN DURESKY RE-
MINDS US: AMERICANS ARE 
DYING IN IRAQ 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 24, 2006 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to enter 
into the RECORD a column by Air Force Cap-
tain F. John Duresky, ‘‘Forgotten Sacrifice,’’ 
which appeared in the July 5, 2006 edition of 
The Washington Post. 

I have spoken out and written for more than 
three years about the unshared burden of the 
Iraq war but never as eloquently and with 
such forceful imagery as Air Force Captain 
Duresky. One of the ‘‘boots on the ground’’ in 
Iraq, Captain Duresky is among the troops 
President Bush likes to thank. He is one of the 
troops who, according to the Hawks willing to 
feed other people’s children into the killing 
field of Iraq, smile bravely from a hospital bed 
at Walter Reid and promises that although he 
has lost both legs, he is happy he served his 
country and wants nothing more than to go 
back and join his ‘‘buddies’’ still ‘‘in country.’’ 

But Captain Duresky presents a problem for 
the President. Unlike most of the hawks who 
have not ventured beyond the safety of the 
‘‘green zone’’ in Iraq or seen the carnage of 
the battlefield, Captain Duresky can describe 
the horror of war with the credibility of one 
who has been there. 

I share Captain Duresky’s concern that, to 
most Americans, the war in Iraq is a fight for 
other people’s children. Disproportionately, 
these are the children of the poor and minori-
ties who proudly serve but also risk their lives 
for their chance at a college education, tech-
nical training and financial benefits the military 
affords. For most Americans the Iraq war is lit-
tle more than another story on the evening 
news. 

I wish to offer some hope to Captain 
Duresky. To many Americans the war is not 
only real, but a great moral failure. Many of 
them are protesting and ‘‘taking to the 
streets.’’ They are lobbying Members of Con-
gress and meeting in their communities to ar-
range marches and protests. The polls clearly 
show the American people are unhappy with 
President Bush’s handling of the war in Iraq. 
They want a change of course and they want 
the troops withdrawn. 

The Republican attempt to label any plan to 
set a date for withdrawal as ‘‘cut and run’’ is 
not working. The Republican attempt to label 
anyone who questions the President as not 
supporting the troops is not working. Millions 
of Americans believe the best way to support 
the troops is to question the President’s failed 
policies in Iraq and to force him and Secretary 
Rumsfeld to protect the troops instead of leav-
ing them in as targets in a war where there is 
no exit plan and no working strategy. 

I thank Captain Duresky for his service and 
his courage in writing ‘‘Forgotten Sacrifice.’’ 
Millions of us have not forgotten his sacrifice 
and that of the more than 2,500 Americans 
killed and 18,000 wounded. Nor have we for-
gotten the daily pain of their families. I will 
keep Captain Duresky in my prayers and long 
for his return home. 

Air Force Captain Duresky’s words have 
painted an indelible picture for me. I hope my 
colleagues will benefit as I have from reading 
‘‘Forgotten Sacrifice.’’ 

[From The Washington Post, July 5, 2006] 
FORGOTTEN SACRIFICE 
(By F. John Duresky) 

A few days ago, as I do every day in Iraq, 
I listened to the commander’s battle update. 
The briefer calmly and professionally de-
scribed the day’s events. Somewhere in Iraq, 
on some forgotten, dusty road, an insurgent 
fighting an occupying army detonated an im-
provised explosive device (IED) under a 
Humvee, killing an American soldier. The 
briefer fielded a question from the general 
and moved to the next item in the update. 

The day before that, in America, a 15-year- 
old’s incredibly rich parents planned the big-
gest sweet 16 party ever. They will spend 
more than $200,000 on an opulent event 
marking a single year in an otherwise 
unremarkable life. The soon to-be–16 girl 
doesn’t know where Iraq is and doesn’t care. 
That same day an American soldier died in 
Iraq. 

Two days earlier, a 35-year-old man went 
shopping for home entertainment equip-
ment. He had the toughest time selecting the 
correct plasma screen; he could afford the 

biggest and best of everything. In the end, he 
had it installed by a specialty store. He 
spent about $50,000 on the whole system. He 
has never met anybody serving in the mili-
tary nor served himself, but thinks we 
should ‘‘turn the whole place into a parking 
lot.’’ That day, another American soldier 
died in Iraq. 

Three days earlier, some college students 
had a great kegger. There were tons of babes 
at the party, the music was awesome. Every-
body got totally blitzed, and many missed 
class the next day. The young men all reg-
istered for the draft when they were 18, but 
even though our nation is at war, they aren’t 
the least bit worried about the draft. It is po-
litically impossible to conscript young peo-
ple today, we are told. That day, another 
American ‘‘volunteer’’ died in Iraq. 

Four days earlier, a harried housewife 
looked all over town for the perfect acces-
sory for her daughter’s upcoming recital. Her 
numerous chores wore her out, but she still 
found herself preoccupied. Her oldest son is 
having trouble in his first year of college, 
and he has been talking of enlisting in the 
Army. She is terrified that her child will go 
off to that horrible war she sees on TV. She 
and her husband decide to give their son 
more money so he doesn’t have to work part- 
time; maybe that will help with his studies. 
That day, another soldier died. 

Yesterday millions of Americans cele-
brated Independence Day. They attended 
parties and barbecues. Families came to-
gether from all across the country to cele-
brate the big day. Millions of dollars were 
spent on fireworks. At public events, there 
were speeches honoring the people who 
served and those who made the ultimate sac-
rifice. These words mostly fell on bored ears. 
While the country celebrated its own great-
ness, other Americans were still fighting in 
Iraq. 

Today Americans go back to their normal 
business. The politicians in Washington have 
made sure the sacrifices of the war are borne 
by the very smallest percentage of Ameri-
cans. They won’t even change the tax rates 
to prevent deficits from running out of con-
trol. Future generations will pay the cost of 
this war. 

Many Americans feel strongly about the 
war one way or another, but they aren’t 
signing up their children for service or tak-
ing the protest to the streets. What can they 
do? It is they whom we in the military trust 
to influence our leaders in Washington. 

Today, as on every other day in Iraq, 
American servicemen are in very real dan-
ger. Our country is at war. Mothers, fathers, 
wives, husbands and children are worrying 
about their loved ones in a faraway land. 
They all hope he or she isn’t the one whose 
luck runs out today. 

The writer is an Air Force captain sta-
tioned in Iraq. 
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IN MEMORY OF MAJOR GENERAL 
T. ESTON MARCHANT 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 24, 2006 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, on Wednesday, July 19, I learned of the 
death of MG T. Eston Marchant, Jr., and 
made the following statement: 

It is with great sadness to learn of the 
death of Major General T. Eston Marchant. 
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