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The Walker-Hackensack-Akeley 

speech team is truly a model of edu-
cational success. The team has dem-
onstrated that when a school estab-
lishes a reputation in a specific area, 
this promotes high expectations, com-
munity involvement and support, and 
an atmosphere encouraging further 
success. The competitive speech pro-
gram at Walker-Hackensack-Akeley 
High School truly sets this school 
apart from most others in the State. 
The program is primarily for senior 
high school, but exceptionally gifted 
seventh- and eighth-graders can also 
participate. 

The speech program focuses on the 
Minnesota State High School Speech 
Competition and the National Forensic 
League. Both areas of concentration 
have brought numerous awards and 
recognition to Walker-Hackensack- 
Akeley communities. More important, 
the program has helped develop stu-
dents’ skills and led them, in some 
cases, to world-class opportunities. 

Walker-Hackensack-Akeley’s speech 
program has produced more State 
champions and medal winners at State- 
level competition than any school its 
size, and the high school consistently 
ranks among the top schools through-
out Minnesota. Many students have 
gone on to compete in the prestigious 
National Forensic League, and 10 
former students have achieved Na-
tional Forensic League Academic All- 
American status. Many have also pur-
sued distinguished careers in law, med-
icine, and business. 

The Walker-Hackensack-Akeley 
speech program has a 40-year record of 
success, during which participants 
earned 163 State speech medals, includ-
ing 31 individual State championships. 
Participants of the program have com-
peted 21 times at the national level and 
have won dozens of invitational, sub-
section, and sectional titles. 

Last year, the high school’s grad-
uating class of 61 students received in 
excess of $650,000 in merit-based schol-
arships from universities and colleges 
across the country. 

Much of the credit for the Walker- 
Hackensack-Akeley’s speech team’s 
success belongs to its coach, Chuck 
Cravens. The students and staff at 
Walker-Hackensack-Akeley Schools 
understand that in order to be success-
ful, a school must go beyond achieving 
academic success; it must also provide 
a nurturing environment where stu-
dents can develop the knowledge, 
skills, and attitudes for success 
throughout life. All of the faculty, 
staff, and students at Walker-Hacken-
sack-Akeley Schools should be very 
proud of the accomplishments of its 
speech team. 

I congratulate the Walker-Hacken-
sack-Akeley School District’s speech 
team in Walker for winning the Award 
for Excellence in Education and for its 
exceptional contributions to education 
in Minnesota.∑ 

WABASSO PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 
WABASSO, MINNESOTA 

∑ Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, today I 
honor the Wabasso Public Schools, in 
Wabasso, MN, which recently earned an 
Award for Excellence in Education for 
exceptional and innovative achieve-
ments in educating children. 

The Wabasso Public Schools are 
truly a model of educational success. 
The district is a small, rural district 
that has a single building for its entire 
program, prekindergarten through 
grade 12. Superintendent Ted Suss de-
scribes the District as the ‘‘center of 
local activity, the most important in-
stitution within its community, and 
the emblem of community pride.’’ 
Wabasso Public Schools have dem-
onstrated that quality education can 
be provided in a small, rural school dis-
trict. The district prides itself for its 
success in academics, athletics, and the 
arts. 

Wabasso Public Schools’ amenities 
include a comprehensive early child-
hood education program, a formal pre-
kindergarten for 4-year-olds and an all- 
day kindergarten. In the high school, 
Wabasso offers a full-year physics class 
and a full-year calculus class. The vo-
cational agriculture department offers 
additional opportunities for students 
to earn science credits, including 
hands-on learning in floriculture, agri-
culture, crop science, and animal 
science. The district will begin offering 
advanced placement classes next year, 
which very few rural districts are able 
to do. 

The Wabasso community is proudest 
of a Future Farmers of America Chap-
ter in which 25 percent of all students 
in grades 9 through 12 won the oppor-
tunity to compete at the FAA State 
Convention; the Wabasso High School 
choir, which won three ‘‘superior’’ rat-
ings, the maximum possible under Min-
nesota State High School League rules; 
the Wabasso High School Rabbits, 
which have an extraordinary record of 
success, including State championships 
in girls’ fast-pitch softball and basket-
ball; the boys’ wrestling team has 
qualified for the State tournament in 2 
of the past 3 years, winning second 
place in 2001 and reaching the 
semifinals in 2003; and the football 
team has also advanced to the State 
tournament in 2 of the past 3 years. 
The success of the football team is 
even more impressive, given that the 
school has opted to play in the more 
competitive 11-man league even though 
the small enrollment would have al-
lowed them to compete in the 9-man 
league. 

To control costs, the Wabasso School 
District has hired a single dean of stu-
dents to serve as the principal for the 
elementary school, middle school, and 
high school. A site council makes 
many of the decisions traditionally 
made by a school principal. 

The Wabasso Elementary School re-
ceived a four-star rating in math and a 

five-star rating in reading from the de-
partment of education, while the high 
school received three-star ratings in 
both math and reading. Last year, 
every 10th-grade student passed the 
state MCA writing test on the first at-
tempt. Well over 90 percent of the class 
of 2005 continued on to a postsecondary 
education program or entered the mili-
tary. 

Much of the credit for Wabasso Pub-
lic School’s success belongs to its su-
perintendent, Ted Suss, its dean of stu-
dents, Amy Iverson, and the dedicated 
teachers and staff. The students and 
staff at Wabasso Public Schools under-
stand that, in order to be successful, a 
school must go beyond achieving aca-
demic success; it must also provide a 
nurturing environment where students 
can develop the knowledge, skills, and 
attitudes for success throughout life. 
All of the faculty, staff, and students 
at Wabasso Public Schools should be 
very proud of their accomplishments. 

I congratulate Wabasso Public 
Schools in Wabasso for winning the 
Award for Excellence in Education and 
for exceptional contributions to edu-
cation in Minnesota.∑ 

f 

THOMAS JEFFERSON HIGH 
SCHOOL, BLOOMINGTON, MIN-
NESOTA 

∑ Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, today I 
honor Thomas Jefferson High School, 
in Bloomington, MN, which recently 
earned an Award for Excellence in Edu-
cation for its exceptional and innova-
tive achievements in educating chil-
dren. 

Thomas Jefferson High School is 
truly a model of educational success. 
The school is to be commended for its 
overall commitment to quality edu-
cation, including its curriculum and 
scheduling, staffing, materials and 
equipment, and facilities. The quality 
of Jefferson’s programs in the sciences, 
mathematics, language arts, health, 
music, languages, special education, 
technology, media, and the arts has set 
the standard for secondary education 
in Minnesota. In 2004 and 2005, the 
school ranked as one of the top six 
schools in the State on the Minnesota 
Comprehensive Assessments reading 
and math scores. 

Thomas Jefferson High School, which 
opened in 1970, has 1,748 students and 
prides itself for its academic rigor. 
During the past 3 years, 30 students 
have earned distinction as National 
Merit Scholar Semifinalists and Com-
mended Scholars. Each year, over 150 
students earn college credits at Jeffer-
son by scoring three points or higher 
on advanced placement tests. After 
graduation, more than 80 percent of 
Jefferson students go on to postsec-
ondary educational opportunities. 

Academics alone, however, do not 
present the whole picture. According to 
the Thomas Jefferson High School mis-
sion statement: ‘‘The Jefferson High 
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