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While we will not know the probable cause 

of the Conair crash until the National Trans-
portation Safety Board, NTSB, completes its 
investigation, serious questions have been 
raised regarding the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration’s, FAA, air traffic control staffing poli-
cies. The FAA confirmed that the air traffic 
control tower at the Blue Grass Airport was 
understaffed at the time of the accident. 

Mr. Speaker, air traffic controllers are es-
sential to the safe operation of our nation’s air 
traffic system, and the effectiveness of control-
lers requires proper staffing levels at each fa-
cility. 

Inadequate staffing during periods of low 
traffic is not a new problem. It was reported 
that in November 2005, an overloaded con-
troller at the Raleigh, North Carolina airport di-
rected two planes too close to one another, 
and this close call prompted the FAA to issue 
guidance forbidding air traffic controllers with 
certain responsibilities from working alone. 

After the Lexington accident, the FAA stated 
that some air traffic control towers responsible 
for surface traffic also separate airborne air-
craft using radar equipment, contrary to FAA 
guidance to provide individual controllers for 
the radar and control tower functions. It is not 
clear whether this guidance is written or 
verbal. The FAA statement further indicates 
that this guidance was not followed at the Lex-
ington tower where the manager decided to 
have one controller handle both functions dur-
ing the overnight shift. Moreover, further inves-
tigation has revealed that the Lexington tower 
was not an anomaly; other tower managers 
across the country routinely chose not to staff 
their towers adequately, and the FAA was ei-
ther unaware of these deviations or unwilling 
to crack down until after the Lexington trag-
edy. 

The FAA’s inconsistency in applying its own 
controller staffing policy is very troubling. That 
is why Representatives COSTELLO, CHANDLER 
and I have requested that the Department of 
Transportation’s Inspector General, IG, inves-
tigate how widely the staffing experience at 
the Blue Grass Airport is practiced at other air 
traffic control facilities across the Nation and 
determine the extent to which the towers cov-
ered by the guidance are complying with it. 
Importantly, we have requested that the IG in-
vestigate the steps that FAA undertook after 
the Raleigh incident to review staffing at its fa-
cilities to determine if the facilities were com-
plying with the guidance, and to require com-
pliance if they were not. 

While it will be some time before the NTSB 
completes its investigation into the probable 
causes of the Conair Flight 5191 crash, we 
should waste no time in ensuring that the FAA 
consistently applies its controller staffing poli-
cies across our Nation’s air traffic control tow-
ers. 

Finally, and most importantly, Mr. Speaker, 
I want to express my condolences to the fami-
lies and friends of the Flight 5191 passengers, 
and I urge my colleagues to support this reso-
lution. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to support this resolution express-
ing condolences to the families, friends, and 
loved ones of the victims of the crash of 
Comair Flight 5191. 

It should come as a sobering fact that this 
is the worst aviation crash our country has 

seen since 2001. The crash occurred on 
Comair Flight 5191 upon take-off at 6:07 am 
at Blue Grass Airport, in Lexington, KY. The 
flight was en route to Atlanta, GA. 

All but one of the 50 people on board, in-
cluding passengers and crew, died. The only 
individual who survived the crash, copilot 
James M. Polehinke, is recovering at Chandler 
Medical Center, in Lexington, Kentucky, and 
we wish him a speedy recovery. 

Many individuals and entities who re-
sponded to the disaster acted nobly, coopera-
tively, and admirably. Federal, state, and local 
officials and volunteers were soon on the 
scene, and I applaud their efforts. 

However, this was clearly a mistake, and an 
accident that should never have occurred. We 
desperately need adequate and rigorous over-
sight to ensure the operational safety of every 
commercial flight in this country. Air control 
towers across the country are currently short- 
staffed. Since September 2003, the number of 
air traffic controllers has plummeted from 
15,386 to 14,305 in August 2006. Moreover, at 
the time of this tragic accident, there was only 
one air traffic controller present, which is a 
violation of FAA guidelines which mandate at 
least two air traffic controllers be present. 

At the heart of every oversight issue is in-
evitably a funding issue Funds must be pro-
vided and managed effectively and efficiently 
in order to make sure that there exists a suffi-
cient level of trained air traffic controllers en-
suring the safety of air travel. 

I offer my sympathy to the good citizens of 
Kentucky, and I join Mr. CHANDLER in mourn-
ing those lost and honoring their memory. I 
encourage my colleagues to support this reso-
lution. 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to join my colleague from Ken-
tucky’s Sixth Congressional District, Ben 
Chandler, in support of his resolution express-
ing our deep sorrow and condolences to the 
families, friends, and loved ones who are 
grappling with the loss of 49 lives in an early 
morning August 27, 2006 plane crash— 
Comair Flight 5191. 

The passengers on board Flight 5191 rep-
resented the rich diversity and commitment to 
community emblematic of the Commonwealth. 
A horse trainer, a UK faculty member, the wife 
of an East Kentucky University Board Mem-
ber, newlyweds. A business leader, a youth 
basketball coach, a technology innovator, and 
a young father. 

Mr. Speaker, all of Kentucky grieves with 
these families realizing their tremendous loss 
of a brother, a husband, a sister, a daughter, 
and our tremendous loss in our community of 
leaders. I specifically want to recognize my 
constituents Mike Finley, Hollie Gilbert, John 
and Scarlett Parsley Hooker, and Marcie 
Thomason and extend my heartfelt sympathy 
to their families. Their commitment to southern 
and eastern Kentucky created jobs and oppor-
tunities for young people, helped keep kids in 
positive pursuits by modeling hard work and 
supporting our communities. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to join my col-
leagues in commending federal, state, and 
local officials who cooperated not only at the 
crash site, but throughout Kentucky to respond 
to the emergency, investigate the accident, 
and provide assistance to families devastated 
by the loss of loved ones. 

On behalf of the entire congressional dele-
gation from Kentucky, we offer our most sin-
cere condolences to the families of the victims 
and all those that were affected. 

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Comair Flight 5191 and I join my 
colleagues in support of H. Res. 980. My 
deepest sympathies, thoughts and prayers are 
with the families and friends of the victims of 
this tragic event that occurred in Lexington, 
Kentucky. 

It is little solace to them that we have the 
safest air transportation system in the world, 
or that we had not had a major fatal accident 
in five years. Along with our support of this 
resolution, what Congress must do to honor 
these victims is to learn everything we can 
from this accident to try to prevent similar 
events in the future. Their lives will be remem-
bered in the work we do here. As the ranking 
Democrat on the Aviation subcommittee, I am 
committed to making sure this happens. The 
National Transportation Safety Board is con-
ducting a thorough investigation of this acci-
dent, and I fully support its efforts, along with 
those of the Federal Aviation Administration 
and the Inspector General of the Department 
of Transportation. 

Mr. Speaker, I again remember those that 
lost their lives in this accident and offer my 
condolences to their loved ones. I also urge 
my colleagues to support H. Res. 980. 

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. MICA) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
agree to the resolution, H. Res. 980. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the reso-
lution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 40 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
until approximately 6:30 p.m. 

f 

b 1830 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. BONNER) at 6 o’clock and 
30 minutes p.m. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF NATIONAL LIFE IN-
SURANCE AWARENESS MONTH 

Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that the 
ordering of the yeas and nays be va-
cated with respect to the motion to 
suspend the rules and adopt H. Res. 912 
to the end that the Chair put the ques-
tion de novo. 
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