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physicians can voluntarily, and let me 
stress the word voluntarily, report 
data to the Center for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services. Patients can then 
assess the level of quality of their pro-
spective doctors, the level those doc-
tors are achieving, and decide which 
doctor they would prefer to use. These 
measures will be developed in collabo-
ration with physician specialty organi-
zations for core medical services to 
make certain that these measures are 
relevant and meaningful to that par-
ticular practice of that branch of medi-
cine. 

As an incentive to participate in re-
porting for performance measures, par-
ticipating physicians will be permitted 
to balance bill certain high-income 
Medicare beneficiaries. Redirecting the 
stabilization fund from the Medicare 
Modernization Act provides an addi-
tional $10 billion for offsets. Elimi-
nating the double payment from Medi-
care for indirect costs of medical edu-
cation is another source of offsetting 
these costs. 

Mr. Speaker, this August, the Amer-
ican Medical Association, in its publi-
cation the American Medical News, 
talked about this bill, 5866. Quoting 
now, it said that ‘‘the bill would ensure 
positive annual updates by tying rates 
to the Medicare economic index. This 
index is an indicator of how much doc-
tors’ cost of caring for patients is in-
creasing. If lawmakers and the White 
House can approve the measure before 
Congress adjourns for the year, physi-
cians would start receiving yearly up-
dates equal to an approximately 1.5 
percent increase in Medicare rates.’’ 

The bill drew endorsements, of 
course, from the American Medical As-
sociation. But also the American Col-
lege of Obstetricians and Gynecologists 
and the American College of Clinical 
Endocrinologists are a few of the spe-
cialty organizations that have en-
dorsed the concept of this legislation. 

We need help to make real changes in 
this system. We need help from every 
Member on both sides of the aisle. We 
need to create solutions and stop sim-
ply talking about the Medicare prob-
lem. I am asking my colleagues to join 
me in cosponsoring H.R. 5866. 
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REPUBLICAN PARTY AFRAID OF 
LOSING POWER 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak out of 
order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Wash-
ington is recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, we 

have not returned to Washington, D.C. 
to legislate on behalf of the American 
people. The Republican Party will 
spend the next 30 days trying to make 
us all afraid. They are afraid of losing 
power, and the only way they know 
how to govern is to play the fear game. 

It is the Republican mid-term strat-
egy that if you can make us afraid and 
keep us afraid, maybe they can cling to 
power. For the rest of September, until 
the moment the Republican leaders 
gavel the Congress into adjournment, 
Republican speakers will rise and im-
plore the American people to be afraid. 

Republicans will call it security. And 
every time they do, just remember 
they are speaking in code. Republicans 
really mean insecurity. During Sep-
tember, Republicans will wield the 
gavel, but they won’t make America 
safer. 

We will not consider, much less pass, 
legislation to protect our ports by in-
specting the minimum number of cargo 
that it takes to stop a potential ter-
rorist threat. We know what needs to 
be done, but the Republicans are hard 
on rhetoric and soft on action. 

Republicans are going to use their in-
secure words so often I hope Lou 
Dobbs, John Stewart, and the others 
keep track and remind people daily of 
how often Republicans are willing to 
talk and how little they are willing to 
act. 

After America was attacked on 9/11, 
the finest military in the world, the 
United States Armed Forces, was sent 
to Afghanistan to hunt down bin Laden 
and stop the Taliban. They did a mag-
nificent job, until U.S. soldiers were or-
dered to leave before the job was done 
and go to Iraq. We don’t have bin 
Laden and Afghanistan is now looking 
more like Iraq. 

A Republican administration is re-
sponsible for diverting our military, 
draining our treasury, destroying our 
credibility, and making America less 
safe. The American people know that 
Iraq has nothing to do with 9/11, but 
the administration denies that intel-
ligence. Instead, the President me-
chanically recites his standard PR line. 

The American people know that we 
are off course and adrift in a sea of vio-
lence. U.S. soldiers are not fighting a 
war on terror in Iraq. They are targets 
in a civil war among Iraqis. When Re-
publicans parade to the rostrum to 
outdo each other using their insecurity 
word, think of just how insecure our 
soldiers are. 

Republicans keep saying things are 
getting better. This is disproved by 
their own Secretary of Defense, Mr. 
Rumsfeld, who ordered another 13,000 
troops back into Iraq. There are now 
140,000 targets. With 2,653 American 
lives lost and 19,600 wounded, the coun-
try deserves Democratic leadership 
that knows the Republican plan to stay 
the course is the most insecure plan for 
our soldiers, for our Nation, and for the 
Iraqi people. 

But the Republicans are going to 
spend the next 30 days trying to stay in 
power. Nothing more. They will say 
their insecurity code word over and 
over and over again, but they won’t 
pass the recommendations of the bipar-

tisan Commission on 9/11. Republicans 
won’t bring up immigration legislation 
intended to make our borders safer. Re-
publicans won’t address reforms to So-
cial Security. Republicans won’t bring 
up legislation to end taxpayer subsidies 
for Big Oil or launch a national cam-
paign to end our addiction to oil. 

Instead, the Republicans will tell you 
to be afraid unless you pay through the 
nose at the pump and Big Oil can drill 
in every part of the pristine environ-
ment on our planet. Republicans will 
tell you to be afraid for Social Security 
unless you give your money to Enron 
through Wall Street. Republicans will 
tell you to be afraid unless we mort-
gage our future in the 22nd century by 
giving the rich tax breaks now. 

Republicans have had their chance 
and used it to overwhelm the American 
people with monstrous debt so the rich 
can have more riches. The Republicans 
had their chance and used it to divert 
America away from the real problems 
of this country. 

Americans are calling this Security 
September. Just remember to be 
afraid, afraid of what else the Repub-
licans will do if they remain in power 
after November 8. Don’t forget, there is 
an election coming. 
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REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 503, TO AMEND THE HORSE 
PROTECTION ACT 
Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida, 

from the Committee on Rules, sub-
mitted a privileged report (Rept. No. 
109–642) on the resolution (H. Res. 981) 
providing for consideration of the bill 
(H.R. 503) to amend the Horse Protec-
tion Act to prohibit the shipping, 
transporting, moving, delivering, re-
ceiving, possessing, purchasing, selling, 
or donation of horses and other equines 
to be slaughtered for human consump-
tion, and for other purposes, which was 
referred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed. 

f 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN NEW 
ORLEANS AFTER KATRINA 

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to 
speak out of order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia is recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr. 

Speaker, a year ago last week, Ameri-
cans saw one of the most devastating 
natural disasters in our country’s re-
cent history. Hurricane Katrina rav-
aged the gulf coast and overwhelmed 
the levees of New Orleans, resulting in 
near total submersion of that city. A 
year later, the flood waters have re-
ceded, yet the devastation sadly re-
mains. 

One area where this devastation is 
most readily apparent is in the city’s 
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