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progress they have made this year. Their tire-
less efforts to exceed the achievement stand-
ards set by the No Child Left Behind Act have 
made a profound difference for the students 
who attend Spring Valley High School. I ap-
plaud this outstanding achievement and I look 
forward to seeing Spring Valley High School 
and its students continue to excel in our com-
munity. 
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CONGRATULATING HEATHER 
CROSSMAN 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 6, 2006 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Heather Crossman of North Rich-
land Hills, Texas, on receiving the venerated 
2006 Presidential Freedom Scholarship. As a 
recipient of this prestigious award, she is rec-
ognized for her outstanding leadership and 
commitment to servicing of her community and 
its residents. 

The Presidential Freedom Scholarship pro-
gram, sponsored by the Corporation for Na-
tional and Community Service and adminis-
tered by Learn and Serve America, honors se-
lect high school juniors and seniors, displaying 
exceptional service and citizenship, with a 
$1,000 scholarship to the college of their 
choice. To be eligible for nomination, individ-
uals must have completed at least 100 hours 
of community service and receive the rec-
ommendation of their high school. 

Mr. Speaker, I extend my sincere congratu-
lations to Heather Crossman on receiving this 
award and commend her dedication and de-
sire to help her school, community and coun-
try. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE VIRGILIO LODGE 
NO. 1586 AND THE BEATRICE 
PORTINARI LODGE NO. 1626 OF 
THE ORDER OF SONS OF ITALY 
ON THEIR 75TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 6, 2006 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to invite my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating the Virgilio Lodge 
No. 1586 and the Beatrice Portinari Lodge No. 
1626 as they celebrate their Golden Jubilee 
Gala on September 9, 2006. 

The Order of the Sons of Italy in America 
was established in Vallejo, California, in Janu-
ary of 1931 when one-fourth of the community 
was composed of Italian Americans. The Sons 
of Italy is a National Fraternal Order that has 
lodges throughout the United States and Can-
ada and took out its Charter in 1905 in New 
York City. They believe in liberty, equality and 
fraternity. 

The lodges have been very active in Vallejo 
and Solano County including awarding 15 an-
nual scholarships; raising in excess of $80,000 
for the Alzheimer’s Research Center at the 
University of California at Davis Medical Cen-
ter; donating $5500 to the helipad at Sutter 
Solano Hospital in Vallejo; donating to numer-
ous charities in the area; and in 1976 spon-
soring the Landing of Columbus at the Vallejo 
Waterfront as a Bicentennial Tribute to the 
City of Vallejo. 

Through the years the Virgilio Lodge and 
the Beatrice Portinari Lodge have jointly par-
ticipated in activities from civic to social func-
tions in Vallejo. Among their shared highlights 
during their 75-year history are sponsoring the 
annual Columbus Day Banquet and initiating 
the renaming of Miller Road to Columbus 
Parkway. In 1974 they dedicated their own 
Lodge building in the former Lincoln School 
annex, which represents a second family 
home to the entire membership. Three Lodge 
members have served as Mayors of Vallejo: 
Terry Cutrola, Jr., Anthony J. Intintoli, Jr., and 
Gloria Exline. Many other members have 
served as elected or appointed officials in the 
City of Vallejo and are very active in the com-
munity. 

I commend the Virgilio Lodge No. 1586 and 
the Beatrice Portinari Lodge No. 1626 for their 
many contributions to the City of Vallejo and 
wish them many more years of service to the 
community. 
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HONORING DAVID ANDERSEN 

HON. JOHN E. SWEENEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 6, 2006 

Mr. SWEENEY. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to honor and recognize 
David Andersen, President and CEO of Sara-
toga Hospital and Saratoga Care Inc., in cele-
bration of his retirement on August 31, 2006. 
The immeasurable amount of time and effort 
that David has given during his career has 
helped countless citizens of my district, and 
has made Saratoga County a better place to 
live. 

Since becoming President and CEO of 
Saratoga Hospital in 1991, David has greatly 
expanded and improved the healthcare capa-
bilities available to those in need throughout 
Saratoga County. Under his leadership the 
hospital merged with Family Health Centers in 
the towns of Ballston Spa, Galway, and 
Schuylerville, and established Saratoga Care 
Inc. as the parent company of the combined 
healthcare organization. During his tenure, 
David oversaw the creation of the Same Day 
Surgery Center, the Cardiac Catheterization 
Center, the Saratoga Surgery Center, the Ra-
diation Oncology Center, the Pulmonary Reha-
bilitation Center, and Wilton Medical Arts as 
affiliates of Saratoga Hospital. David has also 
worked to implement innovative healthcare 
education programs through Saratoga Care, to 
give patients and their families the knowledge 
they need to make difficult healthcare deci-

sions. Through his tireless dedication to his 
profession, Saratoga Hospital and its affiliates 
have become among the healthiest in the 
Capital District of New York. 

It is my privilege to honor such a selfless 
and dedicated member of my district. All citi-
zens should be able to have access to the 
best quality healthcare available, and through 
David’s leadership and the expansion of the 
Saratoga Hospital and its affiliates, that has 
become a reality to so many of my constitu-
ents in Saratoga County. On behalf of the 
House of Representatives I would like to com-
mend David Andersen on a truly distinguished 
career and wish him the best of luck in the fu-
ture. 
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20TH ANNIVERSARY OF PORT-
LAND’S MAX LIGHT RAIL LINE 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 6, 2006 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today we 
are celebrating the 20th anniversary of the 
opening of Portland’s pioneering MAX—Metro-
politan Area Express—one of America’s first 
light-rail lines. Since 1986, MAX has been one 
of our region’s most visible icons of livability— 
and has served as an inspiration to cities 
across the Nation and around the world. In-
stead of building yet another expensive and 
destructive freeway that would have divided 
and degraded Southeast Portland, we created 
MAX and coaxed higher-value investments 
from Federal transportation dollars. While this 
was certainly controversial at the time, our de-
cision led to a renaissance for both Gresham 
and Portland and increased value for our en-
tire region. 

This anniversary gives us the opportunity to 
think about how our current decisions will be 
celebrated in another 20 years. If we are to 
continue our success, we must leverage what 
we’ve accomplished in the years ahead. 

With light-rail, that’s exactly what we’re 
doing. In the last 20 years we have built three 
more extensions: Westside MAX, Airport MAX, 
and Interstate MAX. We are also hard at work 
on extending the system to the south and are 
hopeful that the next project will cross the Co-
lumbia River, expanding our regional system 
to include Vancouver, Washington. 

The overwhelming popularity and success of 
our light-rail system is a testimony to wise in-
vestments, meaningful public participation, and 
regional leadership that took the political risks 
to make it all come together. The result has 
been a regional transportation system that 
truly supports the communities it serves and 
provides people with reliable and efficient 
choices to cope with congestion, skyrocketing 
oil prices, and global warming. 

My heartiest congratulations to TriMet, elect-
ed officials, business leaders, and citizens 
throughout the Portland region for this amaz-
ing success story. 
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