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IN HONOR OF COLONEL RICHARD 

STEPHEN GEBELEIN 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 6, 2006 

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I rise today to pay tribute to 
Colonel Richard Stephen Gebelein upon his 
retirement from the United States Army Judge 
Advocate General’s Corps after 26 years of 
faithful and distinguished service. 

Colonel Gebelein’s legal career began upon 
his graduation from Villanova University 
School of Law in 1970. After law school, Colo-
nel Gebelein served as a law clerk on the 
Delaware Chancery Court, deputy attorney 
general for the State of Delaware, State Solic-
itor of the Delaware Department of Justice, 
and as the Chief Deputy Public Defender. In 
1979, Colonel Gebelein began his military ca-
reer when he became a member of the United 
States Army Judge Advocate General’s Corps 
with the HHC 261st Signal Command of the 
Delaware Army National Guard. 

After serving as Delaware’s Attorney Gen-
eral from 1979 to 1983, Colonel Gebelein was 
appointed to the bench of the Delaware Supe-
rior Court. Colonel Gebelein’s appointment to 
the bench required that he become what’s 
known as an M-Day Soldier, or a part-time 
drilling soldier. However, Colonel Gebelein 
continued to bolster his already impressive 
credentials by graduating from the United 
States Army War College and earning a de-
gree in Islamic Studies at the University of Sa-
rajevo in Bosnia-Herzegovina. Colonel 
Gebelein has also been integral in improving 
services provided to soldiers in the Delaware 
Army National Guard. Colonel Gebelein de-
vised the system used for processing adminis-
trative discharge boards and courts martial at 
the Delaware Army National Guard. 

In 2004, Colonel Gebelein was called-up 
and went to Afghanistan and served as the 
Rule of Law Officer for the Staff Judge Advo-
cate Combined Forces Command—Afghani-
stan, in support of Operation Enduring Free-
dom Colonel Gebelein served in Afghanistan 
for 8 months and shortly after his return to the 
Delaware Superior Court, his expertise as a 
premier international jurist was recognized; 
based on the quality of his character and 
knowledge in international legal matters, Colo-
nel Gebelein was invited to address the United 
Nations forum on International Humanitarian 
Law and Peacekeeping Operations. Colonel 
Gebelein currently serves as an International 
Judge for War Crimes and Organized Crime 
and Economic Corruption on the Criminal and 
Appellate Divisions of the Court of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I would like to ex-
press my deep personal thanks to Colonel 
Gebelein for his service to the United States 
Army, the Delaware Superior Court, and the 
citizens of Delaware. Colonel Gebelein’s dis-
tinguished career is a testament to his impec-
cable character, intelligence, and integrity. I’m 
proud to call him a friend, but I’m grateful that 
he is a Delawarean. 

TRIBUTE TO MONTY BROOKS AND 
THE IMPORTANCE OF BASIC 
FIRST AID TRAINING 

HON. MIKE PENCE 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 6, 2006 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
highlight the importance of basic life-saving 
skills such as CPR and the Heimlich Maneu-
ver. One of my constituents, Monty Brooks, 
recognizes the importance of these skills fol-
lowing a frightening experience in August. 

On this warm Indiana evening, Monty 
Brooks and his 9-year-old daughter, 
Carrington, were spending time together on 
their porch. Carrington had prepared some 
leftovers from dinner and after a lull in the 
conversation, Monty realized something was 
terribly wrong with his daughter. Carrington 
clutched her neck indicating that she was 
choking. 

Mr. Speaker, Monty Brooks knows first-hand 
the importance of basic life-saving skills. 
Monty is the director of health and safety for 
the Hoosier Heartland Chapter of the Amer-
ican Red Cross. His experience with 
Carrington only serves to highlight his long-
time understanding that these skills are impor-
tant. 

Monty Brooks put his basic life-saving 
knowledge to use on that warm August 
evening. He performed the Heimlich Maneuver 
on Carrington, dislodging the food and allow-
ing her to breathe freely once again. 

I rejoice with Monty Brooks that Carrington 
is well after this frightening episode. I also 
commend Monty for his dedication to edu-
cating and training others in basic life-saving 
skills through the American Red Cross pre-
venting the unnecessary deaths of his fellow 
Hoosiers. Along with Monty Brooks, I encour-
age Hoosiers and all Americans to get trained 
and become familiar with basic life-saving 
skills. 

f 

HONORING THE TOWN OF BUR-
LINGTON, CT ON ITS 200TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. NANCY L. JOHNSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 6, 2006 

Mrs. JOHNSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to pay tribute to the Town of 
Burlington, Connecticut, on the occasion of its 
bicentennial. 

The Town of Burlington emerged from its in-
corporation in 1806 as a dynamic community. 
Although the young town relied heavily on ag-
riculture through its small farms, it was also 
home to several mills and factories, producing 
goods ranging from muskets to mantel clocks 
to cider brandy. Today, as many small busi-
nesses continue to grow and prosper in Bur-
lington, I would like to commend the many 
generations of hard-working people who have 
helped to set such high standards of entrepre-
neurship and initiative throughout the town’s 
history. 

Many outstanding individuals have hailed 
from Burlington over the past two centuries. 
Among them were Samuel Monce, inventor of 
the glass cutter; Colonel Ralph L. Gezelman, 
who was responsible for organizing the supply 
shipments for the D-Day invasion; and Her-
man Humphrey; whose leadership at Amherst 
College helped transform that school into the 
fine institution that it is today. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this fine commu-
nity for its innumerable accomplishments over 
the course of its first 200 years. As one of the 
fastest growing towns in Connecticut, Bur-
lington not only has a rich history behind it, 
but a promising future as well. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ST. MARY’S LAW 
SCHOOL 

HON. MICHAEL T. McCAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 6, 2006 

Mr. MCCAUL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of an institution that prides 
itself on excellence, distinction and integrity— 
my alma mater St. Mary’s Law School. 

Located in San Antonio, Texas, St. Mary’s 
Law School is a community of faith and an 
independent Catholic institution that instills in 
its students a commitment to public service, 
and a profound moral and intellectual obliga-
tion to the public that its students will someday 
serve. 

I am proud to say that I graduated from St. 
Mary’s Law School in 1987, and the great 
education of the law and public service that I 
received there built the foundation for my ca-
reer as a Member of Congress. 

Recently, St. Mary’s Law School dedicated 
their new Center for Terrorism Law. The St. 
Mary’s Center for Terrorism Law is committed 
to the study of the legal issues associated with 
both antiterrorism and counterterrorism, with a 
particular emphasis on cyberterrorism and in-
formation assurance technologies. 

Through its exceptional curriculum, the Cen-
ter for Terrorism Law is dedicated to increas-
ing the professional and public understanding 
of terrorism law, and the balance between en-
suring global security and protecting the civil 
liberties of all Americans. 

As a Member of the Homeland Security 
Committee and a St. Mary’s alumnus, I am 
encouraged by their commitment to these 
complex and crucial issues that are at the 
foundation of America’s national security. The 
education they are providing their students, 
and the work they are doing in the field of ter-
rorism law will make America a safer place. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO SPECIALIST 
IGNACIO RAMIREZ 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 6, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of United States Army Specialist 
Ignacio Ramirez, who was killed on August 9, 
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2006, in Ramadi, Iraq while serving in Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom. 

Ignacio ‘‘Nacho’’ Ramirez was born in Los 
Angeles on August 23, 1983. He spent the 
majority of his youth in Henderson, Nevada. 
He was involved in athletics throughout his 
youth, playing youth baseball and high school 
football. He graduated from Basic High School 
in 2002, and joined the United States Army 
shortly after graduation. 

Specialist Ramirez was assigned to the 1st 
Battalion, 37th Armored Regiment, 1st Ar-
mored Division of the United States Army 
based out of Friedberg, Germany. He lost his 
life when a roadside bomb exploded near his 
vehicle. 

Specialist Ramirez was a hero whose desire 
to serve his country will forever make an im-
pact on his family, his community and his 
country. He joined the Army to help the United 
States fight the Global War on Terror and he 
will not only be remembered for his sacrifice 
and willing service, but for the extraordinary 
person that he was. 

Ignacio’s warmth and optimism brightened 
the lives of his family and friends. He is sur-
vived by his loving parents, Marina and Robert 
Vance; and six siblings, Ofelia Espinoza, Sid-
ney Jiminez, Ivan and Jasmine Ramirez, and 
James and Tia Vance. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor the life of 
United States Army Specialist Ignacio Rami-
rez. Specialist Ramirez made the ultimate sac-
rifice for his country while defending democ-
racy and freedom. He was a true patriot who 
served the United States of America with valor 
and courage. I am saddened by his loss and 
I extend my deepest sympathies to his family. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO VIETNAM WAR VET-
ERAN WILLIAM REES, JR. OF 
LEVY COUNTY, FL 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 6, 2006 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor William Rees, 
Jr. of Williston, Florida, a purple heart Veteran 
from the Vietnam war. 

Mr. Rees was wounded in action in April of 
1968 when a mine exploded near his station. 
As part of the 3rd Squadron, 11th armored 
cavalry regiment, Mr. Rees and his fellow sol-
diers faced the enemy in battle many times 
throughout that fateful month. 

During April, his squadron destroyed seven 
hundred and twenty-five enemy bunkers and 
recorded forty-nine vietnamese soldiers killed 
in action. Additionally, Mr., Rees and his fellow 
troops confiscated significant weapons 
caches, numerous documents, utensils, food, 
and medical supplies. 

Veterans of the Vietnam war made tremen-
dous sacrifices in the name of freedom. More 
than 300,000 brave soldiers were wounded 
during the war, many of them disabled for life. 

This level of sacrifice required a great 
amount of courage, strength, and devotion to 
the preservation of the American ideals of de-
mocracy and freedom for all. It is by remem-
bering their sacrifices that we can celebrate 
the end of such a difficult conflict. 

Mr. Speaker, veterans like William Rees, Jr. 
should be recognized for their service to our 
nation and for their commitment and sacrifices 
in battle. I am honored to have presented Mr. 
Rees with his long overdue purple heart. He 
should know that we truly consider him one of 
America’s heroes. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MRS. BONNIE REESE 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 6, 2006 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great honor and pleasure that I stand before 
you today to recognize the many accomplish-
ments of Mrs. Bonnie Reese. I can truly say 
that Bonnie is a dedicated, distinguished, and 
honorable citizen. I have known Bonnie for 
many years, and she is one of the most in-
volved citizens I have ever known, especially 
when it comes to her service to the commu-
nity. Bonnie has served her community of Jas-
per County in some political capacity for 35 
years, and her overall service to the commu-
nity is immeasurable. For many years, Bonnie 
has been a constant fixture in the Jasper 
County Democratic Party. For her efforts, she 
will be honored at an event hosted by the Jas-
per County Democrats on Friday, September 
8, 2006, at the American Legion Post #406 in 
Wheatfield, Indiana. 

Bonnie Reese began her career with the 
Jasper County Democratic Party in 1971, at 
which time she served as the Party’s Sec-
retary. After serving 4 years in that position 
with unwavering professionalism and dedica-
tion, Bonnie was named to the position of Vice 
Chair. For over 30 years, Bonnie has main-
tained this post, and she has done so with 
complete loyalty to the Democratic Party and 
to the people of her community. When called 
upon to address the needs of the community, 
Bonnie has always been a willing servant. Be-
cause of her commitment and care for the citi-
zens of Jasper County, Bonnie was also elect-
ed First District Vice Chair in 2004. In addition, 
she has the distinction of being the first female 
elected to the Jasper County Council. How-
ever, not only was Bonnie the only woman on 
the Council, but also the sole Democrat. Bon-
nie’s knowledge of the government and her 
willingness to serve have made her very suc-
cessful in all of the positions she has held. 

Indisputably, Bonnie Reese has been ex-
tremely successful throughout her career in 
public office. However, her efforts to support 
and contribute to her community have ex-
tended beyond her political service. Aside 
from her public service, Bonnie is also known 
for her skills as an organist. Many people in 
the community know her from her service to 
her church, the Tefft United Methodist Church, 
where she serves not only as the church’s or-
ganist, but also as its choir director. 

When not engaged within the community, 
Bonnie spends her spare time with those clos-
est to her, her family. A loving wife, mother, 
grandmother, and great-grandmother, Bonnie’s 
commitment to her community is surpassed 
only by her love for her family. Bonnie has 
been married to her husband, Roy, for 48 

years. She and Roy, a retiree of U.S. Steel 
after 40 years of service, have four sons: Dan-
iel, Michael, Richard, and Douglas. Roy and 
Bonnie are proud grandparents of 14, and 
they also have one great-grandchild. 

Mr. Speaker, Bonnie Reese has given her 
time and efforts selflessly to the people of Jas-
per County throughout her years of service. At 
this time, I ask that you and all of my distin-
guished colleagues join me in commending 
her for her lifetime of service and dedication. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF MR. FRED A. CURLS 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 6, 2006 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I proudly rise 
today in recognition of the achievements of 
Mr. Fred Curls, a pioneer for civil and political 
rights, and a resident of the Fifth District of 
Missouri, which I am honored to represent. 
This week, Mr. Curls is to be inducted into the 
Missouri Walk of Fame during a reception as 
part of the Congressional Black Caucus Foun-
dation’s Annual Legislative Conference, an 
event held to honor the achievements of Afri-
can-Americans who have made significant 
contributions to Missouri. He is one of the 
original Founders of Freedom Incorporated, an 
African-American political organization which 
at one time could generate nearly 70,000 
votes. Freedom Inc. was and has been very 
influential in delivering votes for a candidate or 
a cause. 

The organization has been at the forefront 
in serving as a catalyst for change in civil 
rights, public accommodations, and the elec-
tion of candidates at all levels of government. 
Its office has been visited by City Council-
persons, Mayors, Governors, Congress-
persons, Senators, and persons with Presi-
dential aspirations. For nearly forty-five years, 
Mr. Curls has dedicated his life to the Greater 
Kansas City community, promoting and im-
proving political empowerment and civil rights 
of people of color. His son, State Senator Phil 
B. Curls, Sr. was the President of Freedom 
Inc. when I was Chairman. It was a period 
when Freedom Inc. was recognized as one of 
the most potent political organizations in the 
United States and brought about the election 
of the first African-American Congressman 
from the Fifth District of Missouri, U.S. Rep-
resentative Alan Wheat. 

Since the mid-1950s, Mr. Curls has been in-
volved in real estate sales and appraisals, 
most notably in the African American commu-
nity of Kansas City. He fought against ‘‘restric-
tive covenants’’ whereby residential homes 
could not be sold in certain areas to minori-
ties. He was part of a class action lawsuit 
which resulted in the United States Supreme 
Court outlawing such covenants. 

In all of his activities, he demonstrates his 
dedication and commitment to the greater 
good of others. He is actively involved with his 
high school graduating class, the ‘‘Class of 
1937,’’ which has been very close to this day. 
They have started the Lincoln High Alumni As-
sociation which gives scholarships to deserv-
ing young adults to go to college. He was re-
cently honored by Jackson County, Missouri 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 09:59 May 10, 2017 Jkt 049102 PO 00000 Frm 00169 Fmt 0689 Sfmt 9920 E:\FDSYS\BOUNDRECORD\BR06SE06.REC BR06SE06ej
oy

ne
r 

on
 D

S
K

30
M

W
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-03-05T22:59:08-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




