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for murder in Texas was found working 
in a lumberyard near Elkins, West Vir-
ginia. 

Last week, another illegal immigrant 
struck and killed 4-year-old Tyler 
Evans in a car accident in Boone Coun-
ty, West Virginia. The police report al-
leges that speed and alcohol were fac-
tors in the fatal crash. Both illegal im-
migrants had falsified immigration pa-
pers. 

I held a roundtable with law enforce-
ment officers and elected leaders and 
talked with many constituents 
throughout August to discuss the 
House border security bill and the 
Reid-Kennedy amnesty bill. The re-
sponse was unanimous: No amnesty 
and increased enforcement along our 
borders. 

We shouldn’t stop there. It is critical 
that we provide employers the ability 
to check immigration status of em-
ployees and hold them accountable for 
their workers. Clearly, most people 
who enter illegally are not security 
threats, but it is critical to our home-
land security that we are able to ac-
count for the people who enter this 
country. We need to pass tough immi-
gration reform now. It is too late for 
Tyler Evans, but we need to act before 
it is too late for other Americans. 

f 

PEOPLE PROTECTION 
(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, nothing 
could illustrate more that this Repub-
lican Congress is a do-nothing Congress 
than the fact that, on the first full day 
back, the only thing we are dealing 
with is the Horse Protection Act. The 
previous speaker on the Republican 
side talked about immigration reform. 
When I was back in my district, people 
wanted to know when this Congress 
was going to address immigration re-
form, when we were going to address 
port security and the rising number of 
people that have no health insurance. 
But we not dealing with those issues 
today, we are dealing with the Horse 
Protection Act. What about people pro-
tection? 

Osama bin Laden is still at large. The 
9/11 Commission recommendations 
have not been implemented by this 
Congress. What about a people or 
American protection act? 

The previous speaker talked about 
immigration reform. This Republican 
Congress is not even addressing immi-
gration reform. They have decided they 
are not going to deal with the issue be-
tween now and the end of this congres-
sional session. It is a disgrace. This Re-
publican Congress is doing nothing. It 
is the biggest do-nothing Congress that 
we have ever seen. We come here to 
talk about horse protection. We have 
been out for 6 weeks. The American 
people want more. 
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 503, AMERICAN HORSE 
SLAUGHTER PREVENTION ACT 
Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 

Florida. Mr. Speaker, by direction of 
the Committee on Rules, I call up 
House Resolution 981 and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 981 
Resolved, That at any time after the adop-

tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 503) to amend 
the Horse Protection Act to prohibit the 
shipping, transporting, moving, delivering, 
receiving, possessing, purchasing, selling, or 
donation of horses and other equines to be 
slaughtered for human consumption, and for 
other purposes. The first reading of the bill 
shall be dispensed with. All points of order 
against consideration of the bill are waived. 
General debate shall be confined to the bill 
and shall not exceed one hour and twenty 
minutes equally divided and controlled by 
the Majority Leader and the Minority Lead-
er or their designees. After general debate 
the bill shall be considered for amendment 
under the five-minute rule. The bill shall be 
considered as read. Notwithstanding clause 
11 of rule XVIII, no amendment shall be in 
order except those printed in the report of 
the Committee on Rules accompanying this 
resolution. Each such amendment may be of-
fered only in the order printed in the report, 
may be offered only by a Member designated 
in the report, shall be considered as read, 
shall be debatable for the time specified in 
the report equally divided and controlled by 
the proponent and an opponent, shall not be 
subject to amendment, and shall not be sub-
ject to a demand for division of the question 
in the House or in the Committee of the 
Whole. All points of order against such 
amendments are waived. At the conclusion 
of consideration of the bill for amendment 
the Committee shall rise and report the bill 
to the House with such amendments as may 
have been adopted. The previous question 
shall be considered as ordered on the bill and 
amendments thereto to final passage with-
out intervening motion except one motion to 
recommit with or without instructions. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ADERHOLT). The gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART) is rec-
ognized for 1 hour. 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 
Florida. Mr. Speaker, for the purpose 
of debate only, I yield the customary 30 
minutes to the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. MATSUI), pending which I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. During consideration of this res-
olution, all time yielded is for the pur-
pose of debate only. 

Mr. Speaker, the rule provides 1 hour 
and 20 minutes of general debate, 
equally divided and controlled by the 
majority leader and the minority lead-
er. The rule also provides one motion 
to recommit, with or without instruc-
tions. 

Horse meat is generally not con-
sumed by people in the United States, 

but more than approximately 90,000 
were slaughtered for human consump-
tion in 2005. Virtually all of those 
horses were slaughtered for export and 
sent to the largest markets for that 
product, to countries such as France 
and Belgium, where it is commonly 
served to humans. Another 30,000 were 
transported from the United States to 
Canada and Mexico for slaughter. A 
number of States currently have laws 
that prohibit slaughter or facilitating 
the slaughter of horses for human con-
sumption, but there is not a nation-
wide ban. 

Last year during consideration of the 
fiscal 2006 agriculture appropriations 
bill, my good friends, distinguished 
Members Mr. SWEENEY and Mr. WHIT-
FIELD, offered an amendment to that 
bill that would have prohibited the ex-
penditure of taxpayer dollars for 
slaughter plant and horse meat inspec-
tions, effectively ending the practice. 
The amendment passed the House with 
bipartisan support by a strong 269–158 
vote. A similar amendment also passed 
the Senate. However, horse slaughter 
plants petitioned the USDA to allow 
fee-for-service inspections whereby the 
plants pay for the inspections. The 
USDA granted the request. To get 
around the limitation amendment, 
horse slaughter plants made that peti-
tion to the USDA to allow for inspec-
tions. 

The American Horse Slaughter Pre-
vention Act would prohibit an indi-
vidual from slaughtering a horse for 
human consumption in the United 
States and would also prevent the 
transportation of horses from the 
United States to Canada or Mexico for 
the purpose of slaughter for human 
food. 

This legislation, H.R. 503, was intro-
duced by Mr. SWEENEY and Mr. WHIT-
FIELD. I commend both of them for 
their hard work on this issue, an issue 
that obviously is very important to 
them and their constituents. 

I urge my colleagues to support both 
the rule and the underlying legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my good friend, the gentleman from 
Florida, for yielding me this time, and 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, the rule before the 
House would make in order H.R. 503, 
the American Horse Slaughter Preven-
tion Act. This bill has the support of 
203 bipartisan co-sponsors, myself in-
cluded. Passing this bill will end the 
cruel and barbaric practice of horse 
slaughter. It will ensure that horses 
are treated humanely up until their 
deaths, which is a goal that both sup-
porters and opponents of the legisla-
tion can support. It will also improve 
conditions for living horses. 
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