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Bourdette a great debt of gratitude. We 
have lost a caring, creative, and effec-
tive ally in our work to protect chil-
dren and empower their families. 

f 

ROLLA NOLTING MCCLANAHAN 

∑ Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, today I 
pay tribute to a wonderful Ohioan who 
has recently been ill. Rolla Nolting 
McClanahan never asked for anything 
special, but she deserves to be recog-
nized today for the years she has spent 
generously serving others. Throughout 
her life, Rolla has been a productive, 
giving member of her community who 
quietly contributed a great deal both 
to her hometown of Cincinnati, and to 
her home county, Hamilton County. 
Rolla is the kind of American who 
makes up the backbone of our country. 

Rolla is the beloved wife of Donald E. 
McClanahan, mother of Michele L. 
McClanahan, and sister of John A. 
Nolting. 

As a student, Rolla was very bright. 
She graduated with honors from both 
Withrow High School and the Univer-
sity of Cincinnati, where she was ac-
tive in Mortar Board, Delta Delta 
Delta, the Cincinnatus Society, and the 
Union Committee. 

After graduation, Rolla became in-
volved in her community as a member 
of Kindervelt, a volunteer organization 
that serves as the largest auxiliary of 
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical 
Center. She was also Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of Deaconesses of 
the Mt. Washington Presbyterian 
Church and Chairman of the Board of 
Directors of Tri Deltas House Board 
Corporation. 

Since 1973, Rolla has been a Salva-
tion Army volunteer for the Salvation 
Army Federation of Women’s Auxil-
iaries, where she served in several offi-
cial positions, including President of 
the Board and President of the Toy 
Shop Auxiliary. In 1987, she was a fea-
tured speaker at the Salvation Army’s 
National Advisory Organization Con-
ference in Dallas. In May of 1993, she 
was presented with the William Booth 
Award, bestowed by the Salvation 
Army for commitment and dedication. 

Mr. President, Rolla Nolting 
McClanahan is a wonderful person who 
has spent a great deal of her life work-
ing to improve the lives of those less 
fortunate. Today, I want to thank 
Rolla for her selflessness and commit-
ment to others, and wish her well.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO JOHN PARRY 

∑ Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, today I 
congratulate my friend John Parry on 
his retirement after 16 years as direc-
tor of athletics at Butler University. 

Since joining Butler in 1990, John has 
overseen a remarkable period of growth 
and success, adding three varsity ath-
letic teams and winning the Horizon 
League James J. McCafferty Trophy 

for all-sports excellence for the first 
time and on five subsequent occasions. 
During this time, Butler also witnessed 
extraordinary success in the classroom, 
leading the Horizon League in the 
number of student-athletes named to 
the academic honor roll 9 out of the 
last 10 years. In 2003 he was recognized 
as National Association of Collegiate 
Directors of Athletics I-AA/I-AAA Ath-
letic Director of the Year for the Cen-
tral Region. 

John’s leadership has extended be-
yond Butler University. He is a past 
president of the Pioneer Football 
League and past chair of the NCAA Di-
vision I Men’s Lacrosse Committee. Es-
pecially important in the Indianapolis 
community, he served as a cochairman 
of the Local Organizing Committee for 
the 1997, 2000, and 2006 NCAA Men’s 
Final Four and the 2005 NCAA Women’s 
Final Four. 

Personally, I have enjoyed working 
closely with John each year as Butler 
hosts the annual Dick Lugar Run and 
Walk. John’s enthusiasm has ensured 
the success of this special tradition as 
so many from all over central Indiana 
come together to enjoy a day of com-
petition and fitness. 

I appreciate this opportunity to con-
gratulate John, and I look forward to 
many more opportunities to work 
closely with him as he pursues new 
challenges and adventures. 

f 

ANGELS OF ADOPTION 

∑ Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, 
later this month, the Congressional Co-
alition on Adoption will host a gala to 
honor individuals from across the 
country that have contributed greatly 
to programs that strive to keep our 
most vulnerable children safe and 
healthy in permanent homes. 

I am proud to be a member of the 
Congressional Coalition and this event 
marks a true celebration for individ-
uals we call Angels of Adoption. The 
Angel of Adoption awards recognize in-
dividuals who are dedicated to the wel-
fare of children. It should be noted that 
our ‘‘Angels’’ often forgo lucrative po-
sitions in law firms and other private 
sector work because of their commit-
ment to provide legal protection for 
thousands of children. 

This year I am delighted to honor 
Mary Ellen Griffith as our West Vir-
ginia Angel of Adoption. Mary Ellen 
Griffith is the founder and past direc-
tor of ChildLaw Services in Princeton, 
WV. Ms. Griffith has earnestly pro-
vided policy and legal advocacy for 
West Virginia children during her ten-
ure as a legal service lawyer. Her direct 
representation of children has been 
complimented by faculty appointments 
to university programs where she has 
lectured on topics such as family law, 
guardianship, and custody issues. She 
certainly is well prepared for her re-
cent appointment as a family law 

judge. Her work on the bench will offer 
the court the high level knowledge, ex-
perience and sensitivity required to 
safeguard the well-being of children. 

I am well aware that the essential ef-
forts of the courts can go unrecognized. 
But I maintain a very high regard for 
the courts because they regularly play 
a vital role in adoption and child pro-
tection. That is why I introduced the 
We Care Kids Act with Senator MIKE 
DEWINE of Ohio last year, and was 
proud when it was incorporated into 
the law earlier this year. This act now 
gives our local courts the necessary re-
sources and training through Federal 
grants issued by the Department of 
Health and Human Services. 

Dedicated judges like Mary Ellen 
Griffith will play a pivotal role in 
prompting adoptions and working to 
ensure that our most vulnerable chil-
dren are safe, healthy and have a per-
manent home.∑ 

f 

MAYOR BOB O’CONNOR 

∑ Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, 
today in sadness I acknowledge the 
passing of a fine man, a great Penn-
sylvanian, a life-long Pittsburgher, 
Robert E. O’Connor, Jr, mayor of Pitts-
burgh. 

Bob O’Connor loved Pittsburgh. He 
was born in Pittsburgh, graduated from 
the city’s Taylor Allderdice High 
School in 1962, and lived, with his wife 
Judy, in Squirrel Hill for 41 years. Like 
so many Pittsburgh sons, Bob began 
his working life in the steel mills, 
where he worked for 5 years before 
moving on, entering the family res-
taurant business. After 29 years in the 
private sector, Bob decided to enter the 
public square, and was elected to Pitts-
burgh’s City Council in 1991. 

In a testament to both his effective-
ness as a city legislator and the profes-
sional manner in which he always con-
ducted himself, Bob became City Coun-
cil President 7 years after he first 
joined the Council. For 5 years, he 
served Pittsburgh as its highest rank-
ing legislative official, resigning only 
when Pennsylvania Governor Ed 
Rendell tapped Bob to serve, as the 
face of his administration in the south-
western Pennsylvania. Two years later, 
in November of 2005, Bob was elected 
the 58th mayor of Pittsburgh. 

There was much he sought to do as 
mayor, much he had planned for our 
proud city. Tragically, he never got the 
chance. Merely 7 months after he took 
office, Bob O’Connor was diagnosed 
with brain cancer. He immediately 
began to undergo aggressive treatment, 
working to get healthy enough to re-
turn to serving his city. Sadly, his ill-
ness progressed, and on September 1, 
Mayor O’Connor passed away. 

Today, September 7, Mayor Bob 
O’Connor was laid to rest in Pitts-
burgh, the city he served for 15 years, 
the city he loved his whole life. I joined 
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