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(D) enhancing the ability of local commu-

nities to integrate the National Alert Sys-
tem into their overall operations manage-
ment. 

(c) USE OF EXISTING PROGRAMS AND RE-
SOURCES.—In developing the program, the 
Undersecretary for Science and Technology 
shall utilize existing expertise of the Depart-
ment of Commerce, including the National 
Institute of Standards and Technology. 
SEC. —108. GRANT PROGRAM FOR REMOTE COM-

MUNITY ALERT SYSTEMS. 
(a) GRANT PROGRAM.—The Undersecretary 

of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere 
shall establish a program under which grants 
may be made to provide for the installation 
of technologies in remote communities effec-
tively unserved by commercial mobile radio 
service (as determined by the Federal Com-
munications Commission within 180 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act) for 
the purpose of enabling residents of those 
communities to receive National Alert Sys-
tem alerts. 

(b) APPLICATIONS AND CONDITIONS.—In con-
ducting the program, the Undersecretary— 

(1) shall establish a notification and appli-
cation procedure; and 

(2) may establish such conditions, and re-
quire such assurances, as may be appropriate 
to ensure the efficiency and integrity of the 
grant program. 

(c) SUNSET.—The Undersecretary may not 
make grants under subsection (a) more than 
5 years after the date of enactment of this 
Act. 
SEC. —109. PUBLIC FAMILIARIZATION, OUT-

REACH, AND RESPONSE INSTRUC-
TIONS. 

The director of the National Office, in con-
sultation with the Working Group, shall con-
duct a program of public outreach to ensure 
that the public is aware of the National 
Alert System and understands its capabili-
ties and uses for emergency preparedness and 
response. The program shall incorporate 
multiple communications technologies and 
methods, including inserts in packaging for 
wireless devices, Internet websites, and the 
use of broadcast radio and television Non- 
Commercial Sustaining Announcement Pro-
grams. 
SEC. —110. ESSENTIAL SERVICES DISASTER AS-

SISTANCE. 
Title IV of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster 

Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 
U.S.C. 5170 et seq.) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 425. ESSENTIAL SERVICE PROVIDERS. 

‘‘(a) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term 
‘essential service provider’ means an entity 
that— 

‘‘(1) provides— 
‘‘(A) telecommunications service; 
‘‘(B) electrical power; 
‘‘(C) natural gas; 
‘‘(D) water and sewer services; or 
‘‘(E) any other essential service, as deter-

mined by the President; 
‘‘(2) is— 
‘‘(A) a municipal entity; 
‘‘(B) a nonprofit entity; or 
‘‘(C) a private, for-profit entity; and 
‘‘(3) is contributing to efforts to respond to 

an emergency or major disaster. 
‘‘(b) AUTHORIZATION.—In an emergency or 

major disaster, the President may use Fed-
eral equipment, supplies, facilities, per-
sonnel, and other non-monetary resources to 
assist an essential service provider, in ex-
change for reasonable compensation. 

‘‘(c) COMPENSATION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The President shall, by 

regulation, establish a mechanism to set rea-

sonable compensation to the Federal Govern-
ment for the provision of assistance under 
subsection (b). 

‘‘(2) CRITERIA.—The mechanism established 
under paragraph (1)— 

‘‘(A) shall reflect the cost to the govern-
ment (or if this is not readily obtainable, the 
full market value under the applicable cir-
cumstances) for assistance provided under 
subsection (b) in setting compensation; 

‘‘(B) shall have, to the maximum degree 
feasible, streamlined procedures for deter-
mining compensation; and 

‘‘(C) may, at the President’s discretion, be 
based on a good faith estimate of cost to the 
government rather than an actual account-
ing of costs. 

‘‘(3) PERIODIC REVIEW.—The President shall 
periodically review, and if necessary revise, 
the regulations established pursuant to para-
graphs (1) and (2) to ensure that these regu-
lations result in full compensation to the 
government for transferred resources. Such 
reviews shall occur no less frequently than 
once every 2 years, and the results of such 
reviews shall be reported to the House Trans-
portation and Infrastructure Committee and 
the Senate Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs Committee.’’. 
SEC. —111. DEFINITIONS. 

In this title: 
(1) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘‘director’’ means 

the director of the National Alert Office. 
(2) OFFICE.—The term ‘‘Office’’ means the 

National Alert Office established by section 
—105. 

(3) NATIONAL ALERT SYSTEM.—The term 
‘‘National Alert System’’ means the Na-
tional Alert System established by section 
—102. 

(4) NOAA.—The term ‘‘NOAA’’ means the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration. 

(5) NON-COMMERCIAL SUSTAINING ANNOUNCE-
MENT PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘Non-Commercial 
Sustaining Announcement Program’’ means 
a radio and television campaign conducted 
for the benefit of a nonprofit organization or 
government agency using unsold commercial 
air time donated by participating broadcast 
stations for use in such campaigns, and for 
which the campaign’s sponsoring organiza-
tion or agency funds the cost of underwriting 
programs that serve the public convenience, 
interest, and necessity, as described in sec-
tion 307 of the Communications Act of 1934 
(47 U.S.C. 307). 

(6) WORKING GROUP.—The term ‘‘Working 
Group’’ means the National Alert System 
Working Group on the established under sec-
tion —106. 
SEC. —112. EXISTING INTERAGENCY ACTIVITIES. 

Nothing in this title shall be construed to 
require the termination of existing inter-
agency programs or activities, or coopera-
tive or consultative arrangements, related to 
the provision of notice or information to the 
public about emergency situations that may 
require a public response. 
SEC. —113. FUNDING. 

Funding for this title shall be provided 
from the Digital Transition and Public Safe-
ty Fund in accordance with section 3010 of 
the Digital Television Transition and Public 
Safety Act of 2005 (47 U.S.C. 309 note). 

f 

NOTICE OF HEARING 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I 
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public 

that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

The hearing will take place on Thurs-
day, September 14, 2006 at 10 a.m., in 
room SD–628 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building in Washington, DC. 

The purpose of this hearing is to con-
sider the nomination of: C. Stephen 
Allred, of Idaho, to be an Assistant 
Secretary of the Interior, vice Rebecca 
W. Watson, resigned; Robert W. John-
son, of Nevada, to be Commissioner of 
Reclamation, vice John W. Keys, III, 
resigned. 

For further information, please con-
tact Judy Pensabene of the Committee 
staff at (202) 224–1327. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, September 7, 2006, 
at 9:30 a.m. to hold a business meeting. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 
Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, September 7, 2006, 
to hold a hearing titled ‘‘ ‘Wounded 
Warrior’ Insurance: A First Look at a 
New Benefit for Traumatically Injured 
Servicemembers’’. 

The hearing will take place in room 
418 of the Russell Senate Office Build-
ing at 10 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Select 
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on September 7, 2006, at 2:30 
p.m. to hold a closed business meeting. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING 
Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Special 
Committee on Aging be authorized to 
meet Thursday, September 7, 2006 from 
10 a.m. to 12 p.m. in Dirksen 562 for the 
purpose of conducting a hearing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON FEDERAL FINANCIAL MAN-

AGEMENT, GOVERNMENT INFORMATION, AND 
INTERNATIONAL SECURITY 
Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Federal Financial Man-
agement, Government Information, 
and International Security be author-
ized to meet on Thursday, September 7, 
2006, at 9:30 a.m. for a hearing regard-
ing ‘‘IT Projects at Risk: Is It Too Late 
To Save $12 Billion?’’ 
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