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searchable Web site to allow Ameri-
cans to understand who is getting Fed-
eral money. 

This legislation has broad support 
from across the political spectrum. 
Whether we believe we spend too much 
or we should be doing more to help peo-
ple in need, we can all agree that we 
ought to get value from the dollars we 
spend. Transparency is the first step in 
that process. 

I believe that S. 2590 is only the first 
step. I am excited that Senators 
COBURN and OBAMA have endorsed the 
concept of creating a similar database 
for targeted tax benefits that go to 
companies or industries who are adept 
enough at Washington politics to get 
them enacted. 

Like the spending to be disclosed in 
S. 2590, many targeted tax breaks are 
good policy. But the American people 
deserve to know who is paying less in 
taxes and causing them to pay more. 
They have a right to know who is get-
ting benefits from Congress. 

I look forward to working with my 
colleagues to have a bill, hold hearings, 
bring the bill to the floor, and make in-
formation on tax benefits public and 
easily accessible. 

Mr. COBURN. Mr. President, Sen-
ators BARACK OBAMA, TOM CARPER, 
JOHN MCCAIN, and I earlier this year 
introduced S. 2590, the Federal Funding 
Accountability and Transparency Act 
of 2006, to bring increased transparency 
to the way the Federal Government 
spends taxpayer money. Transparency 
means allowing citizens to access accu-
rate information on Federal spending 
decisions in a timely fashion for the 
purpose of keeping their elected offi-
cials accountable. Outside of pro-
tecting national security and indi-
vidual privacy, there is no reason why 
the operations of all Federal agencies 
should not be widely known by as 
many as would like to know. It is be-
cause this belief is widely shared by 
the American people as well as many in 
this body that S. 2590 has gained the 
cosponsorship of dozens of Senators. 

I believe, though, that transparency 
in Government decisionmaking should 
not be limited simply to spending, but 
should also be extended to the deci-
sions Congress makes about the Tax 
Code. The Tax Code is currently tens of 
thousands of pages in length and far 
too confusing for even IRS customer 
service agents to understand, let alone 
the average citizen with far less exper-
tise. Because I believe that trans-
parency is one of the best tools we have 
to curb wasteful behavior, I look for-
ward working with Senator FRANK 
LAUTENBERG to develop bipartisan leg-
islation like S. 2590 that will bring in-
creased transparency to the Tax Code 
by allowing the American public to un-
derstand the real world effects of the 
Tax Code. Tax Code matters are ex-
tremely complex and the American 
public has a right to know how the Tax 

Code affects them. American taxpayers 
also deserve to know if they are paying 
higher taxes in order to offset the loss 
of revenue due to special treatment for 
special interest groups. This is a com-
plex issue that will require careful 
study. It is my intention to address 
this issue in a future hearing of the 
Subcommittee on Federal Financial 
Management, Government Informa-
tion, and International Security. I be-
lieve that a hearing addressing this 
issue will help us all to better under-
stand the ultimate effects of targeted 
tax expenditures. Further study will 
also help to inform us on how to fully 
address the issue of greater trans-
parency. 

I thank Senator LAUTENBERG for his 
attention to this issue and I look for-
ward to working with him and Senator 
OBAMA to promote increased Govern-
ment transparency. As Thomas Jeffer-
son wrote back in 1802, ‘‘We might hope 
to see the finances of the Union as 
clear and intelligible as a merchant’s 
books, so that every member of Con-
gress and every man of any mind in the 
Union should be able to comprehend 
them, to investigate abuses, and con-
sequently to control them.’’ 

Mr. OBAMA. Mr. President, I thank 
my distinguished colleagues from New 
Jersey and Oklahoma. It has been a 
pleasure to work with them on impor-
tant legislation to improve Federal fi-
nancial transparency and account-
ability. The American people have a 
right to know how Federal resources 
are being used. Congress and the Presi-
dent should make it as easy as possible 
for taxpayers to see how well we are 
doing our jobs as stewards of Federal 
revenues and administrators of Federal 
spending. All of us should have ade-
quate tools to monitor and evaluate 
how departments and agencies are per-
forming their important functions. The 
Web site our legislation calls for will 
be an important tool in reducing 
wasteful earmarks and unjustified pork 
barrel spending. Transparency of 
spending is an important step in im-
proving accountability and perform-
ance. 

I agree with Senators LAUTENBERG 
and COBURN that we also need trans-
parency in Federal tax policy. The 
same way taxpayers should be able to 
see which companies and organizations 
receive Federal grants or contracts or 
other forms of financial assistance, 
Americans should be able to see which 
companies and organizations are re-
ceiving narrowly targeted tax credits 
and deductions. A tax break for one 
taxpayer often means higher taxes for 
everybody else. It is our duty to make 
sure that tax breaks that only benefit 
a few taxpayers at the expense of ev-
erybody else are legitimate and appro-
priate. I have no doubt that greater 
transparency of targeted tax benefits 
can help us simplify and improve the 
fairness of the Federal Tax Code. 

I look forward to the opportunity to 
develop bipartisan legislation to ad-
dress this issue, and I thank my col-
leagues for their wonderful leadership. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the com-
mittee-reported amendment be agreed 
to, the bill, as amended, be read a third 
time and passed, the motion to recon-
sider be laid on the table, and that any 
statements relating to the bill be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The committee amendment in the 
nature of a substitute was agreed to. 

The bill (S. 2590), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

f 

SUPPORTING EFFORTS TO IN-
CREASE CHILDHOOD CANCER 
AWARENESS, TREATMENT AND 
RESEARCH 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
560 which was submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 560) supporting efforts 
to increase childhood cancer awareness, 
treatment and research. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 560) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 560 

Whereas an estimated 12,400 children will 
be diagnosed with cancer in the year 2005; 

Whereas cancer is the leading cause of 
death by disease in children under age 15; 

Whereas an estimated 2,300 children will 
die from cancer in the year 2005; 

Whereas the incidence of cancer among 
children in the United States is rising by 
about one percent each year; 

Whereas 1 in every 330 Americans develops 
cancer before age 20; 

Whereas approximately 8 percent of deaths 
of those between 1 and 19 years of age are 
caused by cancer; 

Whereas while some progress has been 
made, a number of funding opportunities for 
childhood cancer research still remain; 

Whereas increasing the focus on childhood 
cancer research requires the recruitment of 
additional investigators and physicians to 
pediatric oncology; 

Whereas peer-reviewed clinical trials are 
the standard of care for pediatrics and have 
improved cancer survival rates among chil-
dren; 
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Whereas the number of survivors of child-

hood cancer continues to grow, with about 1 
in 640 adults between the ages of 20 and 39 
having a history of cancer; 

Whereas up to 2⁄3 of childhood cancer sur-
vivors are likely to experience at least one 
late effect from treatment, many of which 
may be life-threatening; 

Whereas some late effects of cancer treat-
ment are identified early in follow-up and 
are easily resolved, while others may become 
chronic problems in adulthood and may have 
serious consequences; and 

Whereas 89 percent of children with cancer 
experience substantial suffering in the last 
month of life: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate 
that Congress should support— 

(1) public and private sector efforts to pro-
mote awareness about the incidence of can-
cer among children, the signs and symptoms 
of cancer in children, treatment options, and 
long-term follow-up; 

(2) public and private investment in child-
hood cancer research to improve prevention, 
diagnosis, treatment, rehabilitation, post- 
treatment monitoring, and long-term sur-
vival; 

(3) medical trainees and investigators in 
the field of pediatric oncology; 

(4) policies that provide incentives to en-
courage the development of drugs and bio-
logics designed to treat pediatric cancers; 

(5) policies that encourage participation in 
clinical trials; 

(6) medical education curricula designed to 
improve pain management for cancer pa-
tients; and 

(7) policies that enhance education, serv-
ices, and other resources related to late ef-
fects from treatment. 

f 

RURAL AMERICA MONTH 
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 561 submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 561) to designate the 
month of September 2006 as ‘‘Rural America 
Month.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table, and that any state-
ments relating thereto be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 561) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 561 

Whereas more than 55 million people live 
in rural areas of the country; 

Whereas rural areas make up eighty per-
cent of the United States landscape; 

Whereas our rural communities are di-
verse, dynamic engines for growth in Amer-
ica; 

Whereas the contribution of rural Ameri-
cans to the national economy is invaluable; 

Whereas rural America’s natural renewable 
resources can help our nation break its dan-
gerous reliance on foreign oil; 

Whereas rural America’s farmers and 
ranchers feed families across the country 
and around the globe while being stewards of 
our land and natural resources; 

Whereas rural Americans look to their 
local police officers, firefighters, EMTs and 
National Guard to keep them safe in times of 
national emergencies; 

Whereas the highest concentrations of vet-
erans are found in rural counties; 

Whereas rural Americans deserve access to 
affordable health care; 

Whereas rural Americans deserve the fin-
est education we can offer; 

Whereas rural America is a key part of our 
growing information highway; 

Whereas Americans in rural areas reflect 
values that make America great—commu-
nity, service, hard work, family, and respon-
sibility—their contributions should be recog-
nized and commended: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the month of September 2006, 

as ‘Rural America Month’ and 
(2) encourages the people of the United 

States to observe ‘Rural America Month’ 
with appropriate ceremonies and activities 
during the month of September. 

f 

HONORING THE LIVES AND MEM-
ORY OF THE VICTIMS OF THE 
CRASH OF COMAIR FLIGHT 5191 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Judiciary 
Committee be discharged from further 
consideration of S. Res. 558 and that 
the Senate proceed to its immediate 
consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the resolution 
by title. 

A resolution (S. Res. 558) honoring the 
lives and memory of the victims of the crash 
of Comair Flight 5191, and extending the 
most sincere condolences of the citizens of 
the United States to the families and friends 
of those individuals. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 558) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 558 

Whereas, on August 27, 2006, the Common-
wealth of Kentucky suffered a tragic loss 
when Comair Flight 5191 crashed shortly 
after takeoff at Blue Grass Airport in Lex-
ington, Kentucky; 

Whereas 49 individuals perished in that 
tragic accident; 

Whereas that event brought grief not only 
into the communities of Kentucky, such as 
Lexington, Georgetown, Somerset, London, 
Harrodsburg, and Richmond, but also to 

homes throughout the United States, Can-
ada, and Japan; and 

Whereas local volunteers and government 
officials responded quickly to rescue a sur-
vivor, James Polehinke, investigate the acci-
dent, and provide relief and recovery to the 
families and friends of the victims: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes and honors the victims of the 

crash of Comair Flight 5191, including— 
Rebecca Adams; 
Christina Anderson; 
Lyle Anderson; 
Arnold Andrews; 
Anne Marie Bailey; 
Bobbie Benton; 
Jesse Clark Benton; 
Carole Bizzack; 
George Brunacini; 
Brian Byrd; 
Jeffrey Clay; 
Diane Combs; 
Homer Combs; 
Fenton Dawson; 
Thomas Fahey; 
Mike Finley; 
Clarence Wayne (‘‘C.W.’’) Fortney II; 
Wade Bartley (‘‘Bart’’) Frederick; 
Hollie Gilbert; 
Erik Harris; 
Kelly Heyer; 
Jonathan Walton Hooker; 
Scarlett Parsley Hooker; 
Priscilla Johnson; 
Nahoko Kono; 
Tetsuya Kono; 
Charles Lykins; 
Dan Mallory; 
Steve McElravy; 
Lynda McKee; 
Bobby Meaux; 
Kaye Craig Morris; 
Leslie Morris II; 
Cecile Moscoe; 
Judy Ann Rains; 
Michael N. Ryan; 
Mary Jane Silas; 
Pat Smith; 
Timothy K. Snoddy; 
Marcie Thomason; 
Greg Threet; 
Randy Towles; 
Larry Turner; 
Victoria Washington; 
Jeff Williams; 
Paige Winters; 
Bryan Woodward; 
JoAnn Wright; and 
Betty Young; 
(2) conveys the most sincere condolences of 

the citizens of the United States to the fami-
lies, friends, and communities of the victims; 

(3) recognizes the rescue and safety work-
ers, medical personnel, and Federal, State, 
and local officials who— 

(A) responded to the tragedy; and 
(B) are working— 
(i) to uncover the causes of that tragedy; 

and 
(ii) to prevent future accidents; and 
(4) commends the volunteers, counselors, 

and clergy who provided support to families 
during the difficult days that followed Au-
gust 27, 2006. 

f 

UNITED STATES-POLAND PAR-
LIAMENTARY YOUTH EXCHANGE 
PROGRAM ACT OF 2006 
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 455, S. 2200. 
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