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MARY A. BAIN: A NATIONAL 

TREASURE 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 7, 2006 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, last 
month, the 9th Congressional District of Illinois 
mourned the loss of a dedicated and extraor-
dinary public servant. Mary Anderson Bain 
brought her many talents, a firmly-rooted com-
mitment to the New Deal principles of expand-
ing opportunities to all, and a deep love of the 
arts to a career that has enriched our Nation. 

Mary Bain is known by many of us from her 
long service with Representative Sid Yates, 
and she was one of the first women chiefs of 
staff when she accepted that position in 1975. 
Mrs. Bain was gracious and charming, but she 
was also politically-savvy and focused when it 
came to contributing to the well-being of the 
9th Congressional District of Illinois and pro-
moting the interests that she and Representa-
tive Yates shared. The two of them were a 
finely-tuned team who, together, were able to 
do great things. 

In 2003, Mary Bain received the Heritage 
Defender Award, an award that recognized 
her many achievements: helping to create a 
cultural heritage grants program for the Na-
tional Park Service and a conservation pro-
gram at the Institute of Library and Museum 
Services and to ensure funding for the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts, the National 
Endowment for the Humanities, the Smithso-
nian Institute, the National Gallery, and the 
Kennedy Center. 

At the awards ceremony, Democratic Lead-
er NANCY PELOSI said, ‘‘Not only did Mary Bain 
save national treasures, she is a national 
treasure.’’ 

Mrs. Bain served the Nation but she started 
her public service in Illinois, first as a junior 
high school English teacher and later as the Il-
linois administrator of the National Youth Ad-
ministration, a depression-era New Deal initia-
tive. She was one of the youngest and one of 
the few women leaders. Part of the Works 
Progress Administration, the NYA provided 
young men and women with small work study 
payments so that they could afford to get an 
education. It provided an opportunity for a 
generation of young people who would other-
wise have lost hope and their chance for a 
better future. 

Mary Bain followed two guiding principles 
throughout her life. One was the belief that 
publicly-accountable government could make 
a positive difference in people’s lives, whether 
it is in preserving the environment, providing 
education opportunities and financial security 
or expanding our cultural life. She was proud 
to be a liberal and made no bones about it. 

The second was her commitment to sharing 
what she had learned from her decades of 
public service with others. There are many 
people in Washington and Illinois who were 
mentored by Mary Bain—staff, House mem-
bers, activists and advocates. I will always be 
grateful for her generosity in helping me when 
I was elected to succeed Representative 
Yates. 

And, like so many others, I will always be 
grateful for her lifetime of accomplishments. 

A VERMONT LESSON IN HOW TO 
EXPORT TO THE WORLD 

HON. BERNARD SANDERS 
OF VERMONT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 7, 2006 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, this year the 
Small Business Administration selected Robert 
Johnson of Omega Optical, in Brattleboro, 
Vermont, as Vermont’s Small Business Ex-
porter of the Year. His story, and the com-
pany’s story, has much to tell us about how 
the United States can remain competitive in a 
global economy, and how we can create new 
manufacturing jobs through innovation and 
foresight. 

Omega Optical began in 1968—in a garage. 
Since then, it has grown into a $13 million 
company that employs over 140 employees. 
Omega Optical makes, and has always made, 
filters for optical instruments. 

Robert Johnson did not set out to make a 
less costly filter, or a slight improvement on a 
previous filter. Instead, he committed himself 
and Omega Optical to doing research in opti-
cal thin-films, which can be used to control the 
flow of light. In particular, their research fo-
cused on fluorescence, the light emitted from 
objects illuminated by a very energetic light. 

The filters that Omega Optical developed 
have played a major role in the burgeoning of 
biological science in our day. Let me cite a 
passage from Vennont: An Illustrated History 
by John Duffy and Vincent Feeney: ‘‘The 
sciences of fluorescence microscopy and flow 
cytometry, which allow for the visualization of 
cellular structures and the sorting and analysis 
of cells, were made possible by design and 
manufacturing developments invented at 
Omega. These advances set the state-of-the- 
art and allowed Omega not only to define the 
science, but for many years capture the entire 
market worldwide.’’ 

Omega’s filters are used in not only cellular 
biology, but also in astronomy and in clinical 
medicine. Whether scientists look at the enor-
mous spatial universe around us, or the micro-
scopic secrets of genetics and bodily func-
tioning, they use filters not just made, but de-
veloped, by Omega Optical. 

What has made Omega so successful, in 
both manufacturing and the export of manu-
factured products? A stress on research and 
long-range development, not just the imme-
diate pursuit of profit; a commitment to moving 
into new areas and inventing new products; 
and a dedicated workforce. For clearly Omega 
Optical shows that American workers, just like 
American product developers, are the best in 
the world, and can and do make the best and 
most competitive products. And by creating a 
‘green’ production facility, their ‘Delta Cam-
pus,’ the company has shown that safe-
guarding the environment can be a major 
piece of a business agenda. 

If we as a Nation think about research and 
the long-term, as Omega Optical has done, 
and if we boldly build on our strengths and the 
capability of our workers, we can move con-
fidently into our future. 

RECOGNIZING RYAN SEADER OF 
WEST PALM BEACH, FLORIDA 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 7, 2006 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Ryan Seader of 
West Palm Beach, Florida, an Army Private 
First Class soldier currently serving in Iraq. 

Following his education at community col-
lege and prior to enlisting in the National 
Guard, Private Seader used his natural ability 
to fix things to start a profession in the con-
struction field, specializing in restoring old 
homes. 

Enlisting in the National Guard in January 
2004 as a mechanic in the construction field, 
Private Seader was trained to work with water 
pumps. Following his activation, he was sent 
to Fort Dix, New Jersey and cross trained to 
serve as a prison guard. 

Private Seader is currently serving in com-
pany 652 while deployed in Iraq. his Company 
is stationed at the Abu Ghraib Prison where 
he is a part of the team working to demolish 
the facility. 

While on a recent leave, Private Seader 
was presented with an American flag that had 
been flown in his honor. Ryan is a proud sol-
dier-demonstrating his dedication to his coun-
try and the war on terror. 

Private Seader’s parents are also committed 
to helping fight the global war on terror. Mary 
and Rick Seader live in inverness and work to 
educate their local community on the need to 
defend the American ideal and to never give 
into cowardly acts by terrorists like the Sep-
tember 11, 2001 attack on our homeland. 

Mr. Speaker, it is soldiers like Ryan Seader 
who volunteer to protect the freedoms that all 
Americans hold dear to their hearts. While 
brave men and women like Ryan serve in the 
name of freedom and liberty, his Family, 
friends and loved ones should know that this 
Congress will never forget his sacrifice and 
commitment. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BOONTON FIRE 
DEPARTMENT 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 7, 2006 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Boonton Fire Department, 
in the Town of Boonton, Morris County, New 
Jersey, a patriotic community that I am proud 
to represent. On Saturday, September 2, 2006 
the good people of the Town of Boonton cele-
brated the Fire Company’s 115th Anniversary 
with their annual parade and carnival. 

For 115 years, the Boonton Fire Department 
has been protecting and serving the residents 
of their community and nearby towns. Fea-
turing five companies, each with their own 
unique and vibrant history, this Fire Depart-
ment embodies the ideas of brotherly love and 
teamwork for the betterment of their commu-
nities. 
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