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I also want to specifically recognize Roger 

Winter who has dedicated his life to the peo-
ple of Sudan. He has been a true hero to the 
suffering Sudanese. 

While we were all hopeful that the signing 
last May of the Darfur Peace Agreement 
would bring needed stability to Darfur, I am 
extremely alarmed that in recent weeks the 
fighting in Sudan has intensified. The targeting 
of civilians and humanitarian workers must 
end. Sudan is at a critical moment and the ap-
pointment of a special envoy could not be 
more timely. 

The appointment of a special envoy will 
send a clear message to Khartoum that the 
United States will not stand by while genocide 
is taking place and will send a message to the 
people suffering in the camps that the United 
States has been and will continue to be ac-
tively involved in ending their nightmare. 

I urge the administration to move quickly to 
bring hope to the people of Sudan. 
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HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 7, 2006 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Randy Hatcher 
of Brandon, Florida, an Army Staff Sergeant 
killed in 1991 during the first Persian Gulf 
War. 

Born in Tallahassee, Florida, Sgt. Hatcher 
was active on his high school wrestling team 
while living in Birmingham, Alabama. The son 
of an Air Force veteran, Randy made the deci-
sion to enter the military following high school. 

Following 6 years of Army service in Ger-
many, Sgt. Hatcher was deployed to Iraq as 
part of the 197th Army Infantry Brigade. Dur-
ing his seven months serving in the Persian 
Gulf, Sgt. Hatcher wrote many upbeat letters 
to his family and loved ones, speaking of his 
love of fishing and how he worried for his fam-
ily back home. 

Three days following victory in the Persian 
Gulf, Sgt. Hatcher was killed when an ammu-
nition trailer in his convoy exploded. Up until 
his death, Sgt. Hatcher remained positive 
about his mission and his service in the Army. 
He believed in what the United States was 
doing in the Persian Gulf and did not complain 
about the work or the conditions he served in 
while overseas. He left behind his wife Florlita 
and a two and a half year old son Randy. Sgt. 
Hatcher’s parents, Carol and Joseph Jones, 
still reside in Citrus County, Florida. 

Mr. Speaker, it is soldiers like Randy Hatch-
er who volunteered to protect the freedoms 
that all Americans hold dear to their hearts. 
While brave men and women like Randy have 
perished in the name of freedom and liberty, 
his family, friends and loved ones should know 
that this Congress will never forget his sac-
rifice and commitment. 
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Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to ask you and my esteemed colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to pay tribute to Mr. 
Stephen Barrouk, of Wilkes-Barre, Pennsyl-
vania, who has served as president and chief 
executive officer of the Wilkes-Barre Chamber 
of Business and Industry from 1989 until ear-
lier this month. 

Mr. Barrouk’s extraordinary leadership has 
helped guide and forge the beginning of a 
truly remarkable revitalization of the City of 
Wilkes-Barre. 

Since 1989, Mr. Barrouk has led the growth 
of the Chamber from 500 members to 1,338 
members in 2005. He has been at the fore-
front of a litany of catalytic projects that have 
transformed the region. Those projects include 
the Wachovia Arena, an entertainment venue 
that has spawned tens of millions of dollars of 
commercial expansion and created hundreds 
of new jobs. An innovation center was carved 
out of a vacant department store complex in 
central city to nurture fledgling businesses. 
Public Square Commons, formerly the 
Pomeroy’s Department Store, was completely 
renovated to provide first class office space. 
Also during his tenure, Mr. Barrouk secured 
an American Hockey League franchise and re-
cruited the Penguins as an anchor tenant for 
the Wachovia Arena. 

In addition, Mr. Barrouk helped launch a 14- 
screen downtown theater complex as well as 
studies for the Susquehanna Riverfront Con-
vention Center and Hotel and the Riverfront 
Museum. 

Mr. Barrouk also led the way for the devel-
opment of two business parks, Hanover 
Crossings and the East Mountain Corporate 
Center, both of which have major tenants re-
sponsible for creating hundreds of jobs. 

During his tenure he managed three capital 
campaigns that raised over $10 million to sup-
port 15 years of economic development mar-
keting that attracted over 125 new companies 
to the region. He also led the effort to create 
Penn’s Northeast, Inc., a regional marketing 
organization; the Diamond City Partnership 
and Downtown Business Association, the 
Great Valley Technology Alliance and the 
Luzern County Convention Center Authority 
which manages the Arena. 

Mr. Barrouk has been the worthy recipient 
of numerous service awards, among them the 
Distinguished Citizen Award from the Boy 
Scouts of America; the Distinguished Leader 
Award from Leadership Wilkes-Barre; a 25 
Year Leadership Star Award from Leadership 
Wilkes-Barre, a Special Achievement Award 
from the Pennsylvania Ben Franklin Partner-
ship and, in 2001, he received the Chamber of 
the Year award from the Pennsylvania Cham-
ber of Business and Industry and the Pennsyl-

vania Chamber of Commerce executives in 
2001. 

Mr. Barrouk serves on the boards of direc-
tors of numerous organizations including 
10,000 Friends of Pennsylvania, Chairman of 
Steering Committee for the Renew Pennsyl-
vania effort; NEPA Alliance; Luzerne-Schuylkill 
Counties Work Force Investment Board; Great 
Valley Technology Alliance; Joint Urban Stud-
ies Center, Earth Conservancy, United Way of 
Wyoming Valley, Catholic Social Services and 
the Diamond City Partnership. 

On a personal note, I have worked closely 
with Steve on many projects over the last 17 
years. There is no economic development offi-
cial who is more dedicated to improving the 
quality of life in our area. His perseverance, 
hard work and integrity made him one of the 
most effective leaders in our area. I am proud 
to call him a friend and look forward to con-
tinuing working with him to help northeastern 
Pennsylvania for many years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Mr. Barrouk for the exemplary commu-
nity service he has contributed over the past 
17 years. His commitment to revitalizing the 
Wilkes-Barre area has been responsible for a 
wealth of community improvements that have 
greatly enhanced the quality of life in north-
eastern Pennsylvania. 
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Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commend Captain Michael R. Womack, of 
North Richland Hills, Texas on his years of 
dedicated service and commitment to law en-
forcement. 

Captain Womack joined the North Richland 
Hills Police Department as a police office in 
September of 1976. During his thirty years of 
service to North Richland Hills, Captain 
Womack has been awarded the Patrolman of 
the Year Award, the Supervisor of the Year 
award, as well as three Meritorious Service 
Awards and a Life Saving Award. 

On Wednesday, January 31, 2007, Captain 
Womack will be retiring from law enforcement. 
Having worked in the Patrol Division, the Ad-
ministrative Services Division, as well as the 
Technical Services Division and Investigative 
Services Division, Captain Womack’s tenure, 
skills, and experience will surely be difficult to 
replace. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Captain Womack 
on his devotion to the service and protection 
to his community. His contributions and com-
mitment to North Richland Hills should inspire 
us all. I wish him the best of luck in his retire-
ment and all of his future endeavors. 
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