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IN RECOGNITION OF BROOKLYN 

CENTER JUNIOR/SENIOR HIGH 
SCHOOL IN BROOKLYN CENTER, 
MINNESOTA 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 7, 2006 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, last evening I had the great pleasure to 
join in a celebration in honor of our Nation’s 
high schools that have made an outstanding 
commitment to music education. As a strong 
supporter of the arts and music education, it 
was a pleasure to sit among music industry 
supporters, arts advocates, individuals in the 
private sector, and corporate sponsors such 
as 7UP, who work every day to ensure that 
young people have access to strong music 
education programs. 

It was an even greater privilege to be part 
of a celebration where a Minnesota high 
school headlined the event. Brooklyn Center 
Junior/Senior High School, located in Brooklyn 
Center, Minnesota, received one of the Foun-
dation’s highest honors—the GRAMMY Foun-
dation’s Signature Schools Enterprise Award, 
which honors those schools that make great 
efforts to bring music to economically under-
served students. I’d like to extend a warm 
congratulations to Ms. Chris Porter, Brooklyn 
Center High School’s music teacher and all of 
her students, including Chanel Chatham, who 
both traveled to DC to participate in last eve-
ning’s special event. 

As budgets for the arts and arts education 
continues to dramatically decline, I applaud 
the efforts of the thousands of teachers and 
students across the country who are working 
to piece together the critical funding needed to 
strengthen, and sometimes simply sustain, 
their music education programs. It is my hope 
that the federal government will recommit its 
resources to the arts and arts education—es-
pecially since we know that there are strong 
correlations between arts education and 
achievement in math and science. Our na-
tion’s ability to compete in an increasingly 
competitive world will depend on not only 
strong math and science preparation—but also 
on an emphasis in the arts and in music edu-
cation. As a member of the House Education 
and the Workforce Committee, I will continue 
to fight for a well-rounded education for all stu-
dents. 

I commend the hard work and dedication of 
the students and staff at Brooklyn Center Jun-
ior/Senior High School. Thank you for the op-
portunity to join you in your celebration. I look 
forward to hearing more about your continued 
success in bringing the joys and benefits of 
music to students! 
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RECOGNIZING DIALOGUE ON DI-
VERSITY’S 2006 HEALTH CARE 
SYMPOSIUM 

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 7, 2006 

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, as Democratic Co- 
Chair of the Congressional Caucus for Wom-

en’s Issues, I rise today to congratulate Dia-
logue on Diversity for its 2006 Health Care 
Symposium. I am proud to recognize the Dia-
logue’s effort to inform and educate the public 
about the importance of an effective preven-
tive health care system. 

Dialogue on Diversity, founded in 1989, is 
committed to improving the economic and so-
cial condition of women in the U.S. and 
around the world. Its programs bring together 
multi-ethnic women for a worldwide inter-
change on concerns of vital importance to the 
world’s women and their families. 

Today, our health care system is not meet-
ing the needs of all people, particularly in ra-
cial and ethnic minority communities where 
health disparities continue to grow. Discus-
sions and symposiums like Dialogue on Diver-
sity’s 2006 Health Care Symposium will help 
to address these important issues. 

Again, I want to commend the Dialogue on 
Diversity for its 2006 health care event and 
wish them the best of luck in the future. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF ED TEMPLE-
TON, NEWLY ELECTED BOARD 
MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION OF FEDERAL CREDIT 
UNIONS 

HON. CHARLIE NORWOOD 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 7, 2006 

Mr. NORWOOD. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise today to recognize 
Ed Templeton, the President of SRP Federal 
Credit Union, on his recent election to the 
Board of Directors of the National Association 
of Federal Credit Unions, NAFCU. 

For the past 34 years, Ed has dedicated his 
life on behalf of improving financial institutions 
in America and currently serves on the South 
Carolina Credit Union League Board of Direc-
tors. His illustrious experience further includes 
service as President of the Columbia Chapter 
of Credit Unions, member of NAFCU’s Edu-
cation Committee, and member of the Better 
Business Bureau of Augusta, Georgia. 

As the President of SRP Federal Credit 
Union, Ed has focused on ensuring his mem-
bers receive helpful, personal service. 
Through his credit union, Ed is continuously 
educating his members on how to prevent 
identity theft. He also understands that today’s 
youth must be armed with the knowledge to 
be financially savvy. SRP Federal Credit 
Union established the ‘‘Teaching Kids How to 
Handle Money Responsibly’’ program which 
was designed to help children at an early age 
develop the decision making skills for sound 
future financial decisions. 

Ed’s involvement to improve the lives of oth-
ers can be further illustrated through his in-
volvement as a Member of the Board of Direc-
tors for the Shepard Blood Center in Augusta, 
and in his past service as Elected Commis-
sioner for the City of Hephzibah. 

It is because of the good work of Ed and 
others like him that the credit union movement 
enjoys the success it has today. Such service 
is the hallmark of the credit union movement 
and I wish Ed the best of luck in his new role 

as a member of the NAFCU Board of Direc-
tors. 

f 

THE YOUTHBUILD TRANSFER ACT 

HON. MAXINE WATERS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 7, 2006 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker. I rise in strong 
support of the YouthBuild Transfer Act, S. 
3534. The bill amends the Workforce Invest-
ment Act of 1998 provides for the transfer of 
the YouthBuild program from HUD to the De-
partment of Labor. I would like to acknowledge 
Mr. CASTLE, Mr. GEORGE MILLER, Mr. WILLIAM 
LACY CLAY and Mr. DALE KILDEE who sup-
ported this bill. I also want to thank Mr. FRANK, 
Ranking Member of the Committee on Finan-
cial Services for sponsoring the bill. 

The YouthBuild Transfer Act will do four im-
portant things. It will: 

(1) Enable disadvantaged youth to obtain 
the education and employment skills nec-
essary to achieve economic self-sufficiency in 
occupations in demand and postsecondary 
education and training opportunities; 

(2) Provide disadvantaged youth with oppor-
tunities for meaningful work and service to 
their communities; 

(3) Foster the development of employment 
and leadership skills and commitment to com-
munity development among youth in low in-
come communities; and 

(4) Expand the supply of permanent afford-
able housing for low-income families by uti-
lizing the energies and talents of disadvan-
taged youth. 

The education, employment, and housing 
needs of our nation’s most vulnerable youth 
must be one of our highest priorities. Since 
1994, the YouthBuild program has awarded 
$485 million in grants, enabling 47,000 youth 
to obtain education, training and trade skills 
related to the building and rehabilitation of af-
fordable housing for low-income families and 
the homeless. The program has a long track 
record of proven success, although for the 
past two years funding has been down 23 per-
cent from $65 million to $50 million. 
YouthBuild would be extended for five years 
consistent with other Work Investment Act pro-
grams, and would provide for greater flexibility 
in the use of funds. This program is being ex-
tended just as the U.S. Bureau of Census re-
leased the most recent data on youth and 
poverty in the United States. 

In August 2006, the U.S. Bureau of the 
Census reported that the poverty rate for chil-
dren in the U.S was higher than the rates for 
people 18 to 64 years and older. Children rep-
resent 34.9 percent of the people living in pov-
erty and 25 percent of the total population of 
the United States. The poverty rate for young 
children under the age of 6 living in families 
were 20.0 percent and 4.8 million. Even more 
astounding is that for those children living in 
households headed by females 52.9 percent 
were in poverty, over five times the rate of 
their counterparts in married families 9.9 per-
cent. For children under 18 living in families 
headed by females, 42.8 percent were in pov-
erty, compared with 8.5 percent for married 
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