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education about Medicare. During his tenure, 
Region VIII has measured an increase in re-
sponsible healthcare decision-making by 
beneficiaries that not only provides better 
quality healthcare, but also utilizes services 
more efficiently. This is an important accom-
plishment considering that Region VIII pro-
vides services for 3.2 percent of the U.S. pop-
ulation. It is also one of the biggest regions 
geographically, with a coverage area that 
stretches from Colorado to Montana, Wyo-
ming, Utah, North Dakota and South Dakota. 
Mr. Trujillo’s attention to rural communities has 
also been noteworthy. 

Following his graduation from college in 
1971, Mr. Trujillo entered public service at the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices. For the last 20 years he has worked for 
the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Serv-
ices (CMS). He gained valuable experience in 
the Divisions of Medicare and Health Stand-
ards and Quality, and also served as the As-
sistant Regional Inspector General for the Of-
fice of Investigations and Office of the Inspec-
tor General. In short, he knows the landscape 
of these agencies and developed a reputation 
for exceptional service. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in expressing our appreciation to Alex Trujillo 
for his record of service in the federal govern-
ment. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF DAVID 
LAWRENCE, JR. 

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 7, 2006 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker, 
David Lawrence, Jr. is a 20-year veteran of 
the newspaper business, serving in many ca-
pacities including positions as the editor of the 
Charlotte Observer, the publisher and execu-
tive editor of the Detroit Free Press, and the 
publisher of the Miami Herald which, under his 
leadership, won five Pulitzer Prizes for inves-
tigative reporting, meritorious public service, 
editorial cartooning and local news reporting. 

David Lawrence, Jr. has been awarded 
eleven honorary doctoral degrees and has re-
ceived numerous awards for his writing, in-
cluding the First Amendment Award from the 
Scripps Howard Foundation and the Inter 
American Press Association Commentary 
Award. 

After his retirement from The Miami Herald 
in 1999, David Lawrence, Jr. left the news-
paper business entirely and focused his atten-
tion on child advocacy and early childhood 
education initiatives. His service in support of 
these efforts include his roles as Chairman of 
the Children’s Trust, President of The Early 
Childhood Initiative, Chairman of the Florida 
Partnership for School Readiness, Chairman 
of the Governor’s Blue Ribbon Panel on Child 
Protection, and member of the High/Scope 
Educational Research Foundation and the 
Foundation for Child Development. 

His legacy of education and service to the 
community will continue at the David Law-
rence, Jr. K–8 Center, a Miami-Dade County 
Public School for 1,600 students across from 

the north campus of Florida International Uni-
versity in North Miami, Florida. Mr. Lawrence, 
Jr.’s work exemplifies the contributions of so 
many South Floridians who work tirelessly to 
strengthen our community. My sincerest grati-
tude to a great journalist, philanthropist and 
my constituent, David Lawrence, Jr. 
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Mr. AKIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to state 
for the record how deeply saddened I am by 
the recent death of Dr. Dennis Spellmann. 

As President of Lindenwood University in St. 
Charles Missouri since 1989, Dr. Spellmann 
leaves a legacy of success. His unique leader-
ship style resulted in the tremendous growth 
of Lindenwood from a small struggling college, 
to the beautiful sprawling campus of almost 
3,500 students (living on campus) that it is 
today as Lindenwood University. 

In my many conversations with Dr. 
Spellmann over the past five and a half years, 
I was keenly aware of his convictions. He was 
a man of deep faith and commitment. He was 
a patriot and a proud American who made his 
life a reflection of what our forefathers in-
tended in ‘‘life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness’’. His love and concern for the students 
and faculty under his charge was evident in 
the vigor and passion with which he ap-
proached every issue and hurdle he navi-
gated. 

As the Congressman for Missouri’s second 
district, I know I speak for many, especially 
those in St. Charles County who are the most 
direct beneficiaries of the many successes of 
Lindenwood University during Dr. Spellmann’s 
tenure, when I say, he will be greatly missed. 
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Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to Army Sergeant First Class Richard 
Henkes, who died on September 3, 2006, 
fighting for our country in Mosul, Iraq, sup-
porting Operation Iraqi Freedom. Richard 
Henkes, 32 years old, was killed during com-
bat when a roadside bomb struck his military 
vehicle. Richard Henkes was assigned to the 
U.S. Army’s C Company, 2nd Battalion, 3rd 
Infantry Regiment, 2nd Infantry Division in Fort 
Lewis, Washington. 

Following a family tradition of service in U.S. 
Armed Forces, Richard Henkes enlisted in the 
U.S. Army in 1992 and had been serving in 
Mosul for the past two months. His father 
served in the Air Force, both grandfathers 
were in the Army and fought in World War II 
and a great grandfather fought in World War 
I. While not serving our country, Richard 

Henkes enjoyed spending time with his five 
year-old daughter and had a passion for 
snowboarding. 

I am deeply saddened by the tragic loss of 
soldiers who have died while supporting Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom. These brave Americans 
lost their lives while making the ultimate sac-
rifice to serve our country, and I will be forever 
grateful to them for their courageous spirit. 

Richard Henkes gave his life to serve our 
country and will forever be remembered as a 
hero, a son, and a father. My deepest condo-
lences go out to his daughter Isabel; his par-
ents Chris and Jim Stanton and Richard and 
Karen Henkes; his sisters Tamara Henkes 
Bass, Dana Harmel and Karen Henkes; and 
his brothers, Mark Holmgren and Paul Stan-
ton. I know Army Sergeant First Class Henkes 
was proud of his service to the U.S. Army and 
to our country. He will be missed by his family, 
fellow soldiers, and all those who knew him 
and counted him as a friend. I will continue to 
keep Richard Henkes and his family in my 
thoughts and prayers. 
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Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to note the passing, on August 7, of 
former Kansas State Senator B.D. Kanan, of 
Kansas City, Kansas. 

Senator Kanan was born Nov. 26, 1924 to 
John Walter and Hattie Pearl (Evans) Kanan 
in Cameron, Missouri. He was a Kansas State 
Senator from 1988 to 1992 and was the 
founder and owner of TRAFTEC in Kansas 
City, Kansas, since 1972. Previously, he had 
worked as a truck driver for Auto Transport for 
19 years. Senator Kanan was a member of 
Christ the King Catholic Church and the 
Knights of Columbus. He was a Teamster and 
a member of ATSSA for over 32 years. He 
was preceded in death by his parents, two 
brothers and one sister as well as a grand-
daughter, Heather Lorance. 

Survivors include his wife of 62 years, Betty 
Jo; their sons: Bernard, Jr., of Basehor, Kan-
sas, and Walter of Kansas City, Kansas; and 
their daughters: Donna ‘‘Pug’’ Uzzell of Kan-
sas City, Kansas, Elizabeth ‘‘Suzie’’ Lorance 
of Kansas City, Kansas, Mary Michelle Chap-
man of Seffner, Florida, Karen Martin of Kan-
sas City, Kansas, Jamie Doolittle of Shawnee, 
Kansas, and Roseanne Smallwood of Fair-
mont, Kansas, as well as 17 grandchildren 
and 10 great-grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, B.D. Kanan was an active, 
concerned citizen who did much to improve 
conditions in his home community of Kansas 
City, Kansas, and Wyandotte County, particu-
larly with regard to improving the local trans-
portation infrastructure. He served his constitu-
ents with honor and integrity as a member of 
the Kansas State Senate, and I am pleased to 
have this opportunity to publicly note his pass-
ing and to honor his record of public service. 
I include in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD an ar-
ticle about Senator Kanan’s legacy that ap-
peared in the Kansas City Kansan. 
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