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a weapons-of-mass-destruction attack 
against the United States and that the 
likelihood of Saddam Hussein using 
weapons of mass destruction if he did 
not feel threatened by an attack was 
‘‘low.’’ 

When made public, the CIA assess-
ment would have undercut the Presi-
dent’s case. Something had to be done. 
So on October 8, 2002, the Director of 
Central Intelligence, George Tenet, 
issued a statement that ‘‘there is no in-
consistency between our view of 
Saddam’s growing threat and the view 
expressed by the President in his 
speech.’’ 

The Tenet statement was aimed at 
damage control and it undercut the 
CIA’s own crucial assessment at a crit-
ical moment. The New York Times 
quoted Tenet prominently in a major 
story on October 9. 

We called Tenet before the Intel-
ligence Committee a month and a half 
ago, on July 26, 2006. In his testimony, 
quoted in the Intelligence Committee’s 
report, Mr. Tenet admitted that per-
haps there was an inconsistency be-
tween the President’s statement and 
the CIA’s assessment. Mr. Tenet said 
he issued his statement denying the in-
consistency after policymakers ex-
pressed concern about the CIA’s assess-
ment, as expressed in the declassified 
October 7 letter. Again, that letter say-
ing that it would be an extreme step 
for Saddam to assist Islamic terrorists 
in conducting a weapons-of-mass de-
struction attack. 

I ask for an additional 3 minutes, Mr. 
President. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. LEVIN. Tenet admitted to the 
intelligence subcommittee that the 
policymakers wanted him to ‘‘say 
something about not being incon-
sistent with what the President had 
said.’’ Tenet complied. 

Tenet acknowledged to the com-
mittee, in his July 26, 2006, testimony, 
that issuing the statement was ‘‘the 
wrong thing to do.’’ 

It was much more than that. It was a 
shocking abdication of a CIA Director’s 
duty not to act as a shill for any ad-
ministration or its policies. Director 
Tenet issued that statement at the be-
hest of the administration on the eve 
of the Congress’s debate on the resolu-
tion authorizing the use of force in 
Iraq. The use of the Director of Central 
Intelligence by the administration to 
contradict his own agency’s assessment 
in order to support a policy goal of the 
administration is reprehensible, and it 
seriously damaged the credibility of 
the CIA. 

Mr. President, I thank the Chair for 
its indulgence and I yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Who 
seeks recognition? 

RECESS SUBJECT TO THE CALL OF 
THE CHAIR 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent we stand in recess 
subject to the call of the Chair. 

There being no objection, at 12:42 
p.m., the Senate recessed subject to the 
call of the Chair and reassembled at 
1:14 p.m. when called to order by the 
Presiding Officer (Mr. ALLEN). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Democratic leader is recognized. 

Mr. REID. Thank you very much, Mr. 
President. I apologize for keeping you 
and the staff longer than you should 
have been, but I was unable to be here 
until just now. So thank you all very 
much for waiting for me. 

f 

SENATE INTELLIGENCE 
COMMITTEE REPORT 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, at noon 
today, the Senate Intelligence Com-
mittee released a report that proved 
evidence of two things: first, the Bush 
administration’s case for war in Iraq 
was fundamentally misleading and de-
ceptive and not supported by the un-
derlying intelligence; second, the Re-
publican-controlled Senate Intelligence 
Committee continues to put the polit-
ical interests of the Bush White House 
ahead of the security of the American 
people. 

According to today’s report, the Bush 
administration desperately sought to 
prove a link between Saddam Hussein 
and Osama bin Laden in order to shore 
up public assertions being made by the 
President, the Vice President, the Sec-
retary of Defense, and other senior ad-
ministration officials. But from this 
report which was made public today, at 
noon, we know these assertions di-
rectly contradicted the best assess-
ments of our intelligence experts. In 
short, the facts were not there to show 
any connection between Osama bin 
Laden and Saddam Hussein. 

It is clear: The administration knew 
or should have known it was mis-
leading America in its effort to make 
the case for a war in Iraq. 

Just as significant, today’s report 
shows America what you get with a Re-
publican-led Congress. What do you 
get? You get the White House refusing 
to declassify information. And you find 
that in this report. You find that the 
White House refuses to declassify infor-
mation that would embarrass them 2 
months before a midterm election. And 
you get a Republican-led committee 
that is perfectly willing to bow down to 
the White House and keep the Amer-
ican people in the dark about its mis-
takes and its distortions. 

Nearly 4 years since the war started 
in Iraq, 21⁄2 years after the Republican 
chairman of the Intelligence Com-
mittee was pressured into starting this 
investigation, and nearly a year after 
Democrats sent the Senate into closed 
session to discuss the Republicans’ 

stonewalling, 60 percent of the Intel-
ligence Committee’s investigation still 
is unfinished, and questions as to how 
and why the administration exagger-
ated and cherry-picked intelligence to 
sell its case for war remain unan-
swered. 

These are critically, crucially impor-
tant questions for our troops and our 
security. Authorizing the use of force 
and placing our citizens in harm’s way 
is the most significant vote a Member 
of Congress can make, and it is essen-
tial we understand how this adminis-
tration skewed that decision in the 
runup to the war in Iraq so we can take 
the steps necessary to ensure these 
abuses are never repeated. That is why 
you have to complete the work of the 
Intelligence Committee. 

With 140,000 American troops serving 
bravely in the middle of a civil war in 
Iraq, bin Laden still at large, and a 
growing threat posed by North Korea 
and Iran, it is long past time this 
rubberstamping Republican Congress 
stood up to the Bush administration 
and did its job, did its job of being a 
separate and equal branch of Govern-
ment. 

The problem during the 6 years of 
President Bush’s administration is 
that the Constitution has not been 
what it should be, not the checks and 
balances, not three separate, equal 
branches of Government. It is no mys-
tery why there have been no vetoes— 
because the President has gotten ev-
erything he has wanted, with the ex-
ception of stem cell. Other than that, 
the Republican Congress has given him 
everything he has wanted. 

We have had no congressional over-
sight. We have had committees not 
doing their work, as indicated by the 
Intelligence Committee today. 

I do extend my congratulations to 
the entire committee. They do very 
valuable work for this country in deal-
ing with the most sensitive issues 
America has to deal with; that is, in-
telligence operations of this country. I 
am glad we have gotten 40 percent of 
the work that has been so long over-
due. I look forward, in the weeks 
ahead, to getting the remaining 60 per-
cent. I doubt it will happen before the 
elections, but it should. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will please call the roll. 
The assistant legislative clerk pro-

ceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. WAR-
NER). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

SPECIALIST STEPHEN P. DOWNING II 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

rise today to honor the life of a father, 
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