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The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
The title of the bill was amended so 

as to read: ‘‘A Bill to designate the fa-
cility of the United States Postal Serv-
ice located at 202 East Washington 
Street in Morris, Illinois, as the ‘Josh-
ua A. Terando Morris Post Office 
Building’.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECOGNIZING IMPORTANCE OF ES-
TABLISHING NATIONAL MONU-
MENT AT WORLD TRADE CEN-
TER SITE TO COMMEMORATE 
AND MOURN EVENTS OF FEB-
RUARY 26, 1993, AND SEPTEMBER 
11, 2001 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
pending business is the question of sus-
pending the rules and agreeing to the 
resolution, H. Res. 175. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from North Carolina 
(Mr. JONES) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 175, on which the yeas and nays 
are ordered. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 394, nays 0, 
not voting 38, as follows: 

[Roll No. 437] 

YEAS—394 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Allen 
Andrews 
Baca 
Bachus 
Baird 
Baker 
Baldwin 
Barrett (SC) 
Barrow 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Bass 
Bean 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Blunt 
Boehlert 
Boehner 
Bonilla 
Bonner 
Bono 
Boozman 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boustany 
Boyd 
Bradley (NH) 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Brown (SC) 

Brown, Corrine 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Butterfield 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardin 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carter 
Case 
Castle 
Chabot 
Chandler 
Chocola 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coble 
Cole (OK) 
Conaway 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Cramer 
Crenshaw 
Crowley 
Cubin 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (KY) 
Davis (TN) 
Davis, Jo Ann 

Deal (GA) 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doolittle 
Doyle 
Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Edwards 
Ehlers 
Emanuel 
Emerson 
English (PA) 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Everett 
Farr 
Fattah 
Feeney 
Ferguson 
Filner 
Fitzpatrick (PA) 
Flake 
Foley 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Foxx 
Frank (MA) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Gibbons 
Gilchrest 
Gillmor 
Gingrey 
Gohmert 
Gonzalez 

Goode 
Goodlatte 
Gordon 
Granger 
Graves 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Gutknecht 
Hall 
Harman 
Hart 
Hastings (FL) 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Hayworth 
Hefley 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Herseth 
Higgins 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hobson 
Hoekstra 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hostettler 
Hulshof 
Hunter 
Hyde 
Inglis (SC) 
Inslee 
Israel 
Issa 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Jenkins 
Jindal 
Johnson (CT) 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Jones (NC) 
Jones (OH) 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Kelly 
Kennedy (MN) 
Kennedy (RI) 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick (MI) 
Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kirk 
Kline 
Knollenberg 
Kolbe 
Kucinich 
Kuhl (NY) 
LaHood 
Langevin 
Lantos 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latham 
LaTourette 
Leach 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (GA) 
Lewis (KY) 
Linder 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Lynch 
Mack 
Manzullo 

Marchant 
Markey 
Marshall 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy 
McCaul (TX) 
McCollum (MN) 
McCotter 
McCrery 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McHugh 
McIntyre 
McKeon 
McKinney 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
Meehan 
Meek (FL) 
Melancon 
Mica 
Michaud 
Millender- 

McDonald 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, Gary 
Miller, George 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (KS) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy 
Musgrave 
Myrick 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Neugebauer 
Ney 
Northup 
Nunes 
Oberstar 
Obey 
Olver 
Ortiz 
Osborne 
Otter 
Oxley 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor 
Paul 
Payne 
Pearce 
Pelosi 
Pence 
Peterson (MN) 
Peterson (PA) 
Petri 
Pickering 
Pitts 
Platts 
Poe 
Pombo 
Pomeroy 
Porter 
Price (GA) 
Price (NC) 
Putnam 
Radanovich 
Rahall 
Ramstad 
Rangel 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Renzi 
Reyes 
Reynolds 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 

Ros-Lehtinen 
Ross 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Ryan (WI) 
Ryun (KS) 
Salazar 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Saxton 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schmidt 
Schwarz (MI) 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sessions 
Shadegg 
Shaw 
Shays 
Sherman 
Sherwood 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simmons 
Simpson 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Snyder 
Sodrel 
Solis 
Souder 
Spratt 
Stark 
Stearns 
Stupak 
Sullivan 
Sweeney 
Tancredo 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Taylor (MS) 
Taylor (NC) 
Terry 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Tiberi 
Tierney 
Turner 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Upton 
Van Hollen 
Visclosky 
Walden (OR) 
Walsh 
Wamp 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson 
Watt 
Waxman 
Weldon (FL) 
Weldon (PA) 
Weller 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield 
Wicker 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wolf 
Woolsey 
Wu 
Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 

NOT VOTING—38 

Beauprez 
Brown (OH) 
Carson 
Cummings 
Davis (FL) 

Davis, Tom 
DeFazio 
Engel 
Evans 
Ford 

Fossella 
Green (WI) 
Gutierrez 
Harris 
Hoyer 

Istook 
Jefferson 
Johnson, Sam 
Keller 
Maloney 
McNulty 
Meeks (NY) 
Murtha 

Norwood 
Nussle 
Owens 
Pryce (OH) 
Ruppersberger 
Sabo 
Sanders 
Schwartz (PA) 

Strickland 
Thomas 
Towns 
Velázquez 
Weiner 
Wexler 
Wynn 

b 1912 

So (two-thirds of those voting having 
responded in the affirmative) the rules 
were suspended and the resolution was 
agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent from this Chamber today. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ 
on rollcall votes 436 and 437. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. GREEN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I 
was absent from Washington on Tuesday, 
September 12, 2006. As a result, I was not re-
corded for rollcall votes Nos. 436 and 437. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ 
on rollcall Nos. 436 and 437. 

f 

DARFUR 

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, it is, without a doubt, that 
the supposed agreement on Darfur in 
Sudan that was supposed to bring some 
reconciliation and relief to the 
Darfurian refugees is of little value at 
this time. The agreement is crumbling, 
the refugees are desperate, and, frank-
ly, I think it is crucial that we rely 
more upon the Members of this body 
asking the administration to again in-
tercede. 

We understand that there has been an 
envoy that has been sent, but there is 
no understanding of his or her purpose 
to be able to solidify this agreement 
that is falling apart. It would be far 
better for this Congress to address this 
as a collective body, because it is ur-
gent. It is a crisis. The Darfurian refu-
gees are suffering. There is violence 
and there is no relief. 

There needs to be more funding for 
the African Union peacekeepers. The 
U.N. needs to be in place. And, frankly, 
scores by independent polling surveys 
should not be the answer to the solu-
tion for saving those in Sudan. 

f 

AFFORDABLE RURAL HOUSING 

(Mr. HINOJOSA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 
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Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today in support of increasing the 
availability and affordability and qual-
ity of rural housing in the United 
States. It is a long time coming. 

To move towards this goal, I have in-
troduced two pieces of legislation. H.R. 
5896, the Housing Assistance Council 
Authorization Act of 2006, authorizes 
$10 million for HAC in fiscal year 2007 
and $15 million for fiscal years 2008 
through 2012. This will enable the coun-
cil to further improve housing condi-
tions for the rural poor, particularly 
the poorest of the poor in the most 
rural places in the United States. 

H.R. 6044, the Rural Housing and Eco-
nomic Development Enhancement Act 
of 2006, authorizes $30 million for the 
RHED program in fiscal year 2007 and 
$40 million for fiscal years 2008 through 
2012. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly encourage 
members of the Congressional Rural 
Housing Caucus and all of my other 
colleagues in the House of Representa-
tives to cosponsor these bills. 

I rise today in support of increasing the 
availability, affordability and quality of rural 
housing in the United States. It is a long time 
coming. 

To move toward this goal, I have introduced 
two pieces of legislation. 

H.R. 5896, the ‘‘Housing Assistance Council 
Authorization Act of 2006’’ authorizes $10 mil-
lion for HAC in fiscal year 2007, and $15 mil-
lion for fiscal year 2008 through fiscal year 
2012. This will enable the Council to further 
improve housing conditions for the rural poor, 
particularly the poorest of the poor in the most 
rural places in the United States. 

It will also enable ‘‘HAC’’ to offer additional 
services to public, nonprofit, and private orga-
nizations throughout the rural United States. 

H.R. 6044, the ‘‘Rural Housing and Eco-
nomic Development Enhancement Act of 
2006,’’ authorizes $30 million for the RHED 
program in fiscal year 2007 and $40 million for 
fiscal year 2008 through fiscal year 2012. 

These authorizations will help the program 
provide additional funding to increase and im-
prove capacity building at the State and local 
level and support innovative housing and eco-
nomic development activities in rural areas. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly encourage the mem-
bers of the Congressional Rural Housing Cau-
cus, and all my other colleagues in the House 
of Representatives, to cosponsor these bills. 

They will both improve rural housing and the 
lives of our constituents in rural areas. I ask 
that letters of support and a copy of the bills 
be made a part of the RECORD. 

RURAL HOUSING 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION, 

Provo, UT, August 14, 2006. 
Hon. RUBÉN HINOJOSA, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CONGRESSMAN HINOJOSA: Thank you 
for writing and introducing H.R. 5896, which 
will authorize funding support for the Hous-
ing Assistance Council (HAC). Our nonprofit 
agency, Rural Housing Development Cor-
poration, has worked with the Housing As-
sistance Council for several years. HAC helps 
local organizations such as ours build afford-

able housing. Our experience with HAC has 
been tremendous as we have received several 
SHOP awards since 1999. I have also attended 
the last three housing conferences held by 
HAC every other year in Washington, D.C. 
and appreciate the valuable information and 
networking provided. 

I also thank you for your outstanding lead-
ership on housing issues and your creation of 
the Congressional Rural Housing Caucus. 

Sincerely, 
BRAD BISHOP, 

Executive Director. 

COMITE DE BIEN ESTAR, INC., 
San Luis, AZ, August 7, 2006. 

Hon. RUBÉN HINOJOSA, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CONGRESSMAN HINOJOSA: Thank you 
for writing and introducing H.R. 5896, which 
will authorize funding support for the Hous-
ing Assistance Council (HAC). The Comite de 
Bien Estar has worked with the Housing As-
sistance Council for seven years. HAC helps 
local organizations such as ours build afford-
able housing. 

Our experience with HAC has been mutu-
ally beneficial. We were able to acquire 
SHOP funds for our second Self Help Housing 
grant from USDA Rural Development only 
two years after becoming a Self Help grant-
ee. These funds have been used to help us ac-
quire land for development of infrastructure 
and lots for the Self Help program. We are 
currently using a $660,000 SHOP loan for our 
eighth subdivision where 174 self help fami-
lies will build their homes over the next 
three years. The SHOP conversion funds we 
have are going to help develop an 80-acre 
subdivision exclusively for the Self Help pro-
gram families. 

Thank you also for your outstanding lead-
ership on housing issues and your creation of 
the Congressional Rural Housing Caucus. 

Sincerely, 
JOHN MCGRADY. 

FLORIDA HOME PARTNERSHIP, 
Ruskin, FL, August 3, 2006. 

Re H.R. 5896 funding for the Housing Assist-
ance Council. 

Hon. RUBÉN HINOJOSA, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CONGRESSMAN HINOJOSA: Thank you 
for writing and introducing H.R. 5896, which 
will authorize funding support for the Hous-
ing Assistance Council (HAC). Florida Home 
Partnership, Inc. has worked with the Hous-
ing Assistance Council for seven years. HAC 
has provided our agency with much needed 
technical assistance and capacity building 
during our ongoing relationship. Many of the 
agencies we work with receive similar assist-
ance from HAC. 

We build in excess of fifty homes per year 
utilizing the USDA self-help housing method 
in rural Hillsborough County Florida. Over 
the years, we have received over $3,000,000 in 
SHOP dollars via HAC. This has helped fund 
450 homes which have either been delivered, 
are in construction, or in the site develop-
ment process. 

HAC has provided us with construction 
bonding, capacity building grants, extensive 
training, and technical assistance. In our ca-
pacity as a sub-recipient of HAC SHOP 
funds, we have been able to retain a portion 
of SHOP funds. This has allowed us to lever-
age these doliars and obtain alternate fund-
ing. 

In addition, the return portion of HAC’s 
SHOP funds, has allowed us to establish an 

identity as an organization with a positive 
net worth. This net worth has built gradu-
ally over the last seven years. 

Thank you also for your outstanding lead-
ership on housing issues and your creation of 
the Congressional Rural Housing Caucus. 

Respectfully, 
EARL ALLEN PFEIFFER, 

Executive Director. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORA-
TION OF SOUTH TEXAS, INC., 

McAllen, TX, July 31, 2006. 
Hon. RUBÉN HINOJOSA, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CONGRESSMAN HINOJOSA: Thank you 
for introducing H.R. 5896, a bill to authorize 
funding for the Housing Assistance Council 
(‘‘HAC’’). McAllen Affordable Homes and the 
Community Development Corporation of 
South Texas strongly support Congressional 
funding for the Housing Assistance Council. 
HAC helps local organizations such as ours 
build affordable housing, particularly in the 
rural areas. While our experience with HAC 
is relatively short compared to countless 
other local Community Development groups 
around the country, the assistance that HAC 
provides the local groups working in the 
most difficult areas of our country is crit-
ical. As your district office here in the Val-
ley can attest to, the assistance that HAC re-
cently provided to us has made a significant 
impact in our communities, including your 
hometown of Mercedes. 

Furthermore, I would also like to thank 
you for the kind words you sent along during 
our anniversary reception for MAHI (30 
years) and CDCST (5 years). Salomon Torres 
shared with the audience your appreciation 
and respect to our founders for the vision 
that they had 30 years ago. I, of course, 
proudly mentioned that you hosted the orga-
nizational meeting responsible for kicking 
off the CDCST and we proudly list you as a 
valued Advisory Board Member. 

Thank you for your outstanding leadership 
on housing issues and your creation of the 
Congressional Rural Housing Caucus. 

Sincerely, 
ROBERT A. CALVILLO, 

Executive Director. 

HOUSING ASSISTANCE COUNCIL, 
Washington, DC, July 27, 2006. 

Hon. RUBÉN HINOJOSA, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CONGRESSMAN HINOJOSA: Thank you 
very much for authoring and introducing 
H.R. 5896, a bill to authorize appropriations 
for the Housing Assistance Council, and for 
your vision and leadership in creating the 
Rural Housing Caucus. 

The board and staff of HAC share your 
goals of expanding the availability of safe 
and affordable rural housing, creating home-
ownership for rural Americans, building and 
preserving rural rental units, and elimi-
nating substandard rural housing conditions. 
We look forward to working with you on 
these attainable and worthy goals. 

We also appreciate the outstanding work of 
Greg Davis of your staff. 

Sincerely, 
MOISES LOZA, 
Executive Director. 

PROYECTO AZTECA, 
San Juan, TX, August 1, 2006. 

Hon. RUBÉN HINOJOSA, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CONGRESSMAN HINOJOSA: It’s with 
great pleasure that I write this letter to 
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commend you for your commitment and 
dedication to providing affordable housing 
for rural communities. I recently learned of 
your work in writing and introducing H.R. 
5896, which will authorize funding support 
for the Housing Assistance Council (HAC). 
Proyecto Azteca has worked with the Hous-
ing Assistance Council for the past 12 years. 
Our partnership with HAC is essential to 
building affordable housing for colonia com-
munities in the Rio Grande Valley. 

Thank you also for your outstanding lead-
ership on housing issues and your creation of 
the Congressional Rural Housing Caucus. 

Sincerely, 
DAVID ARIZMENDI, 

Executive Director. 

AUGUST 2, 2006. 
Hon. RUBÉN HINOJOSA, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CONGRESSMAN HINOJOSA: Thank you 
so very much for writing and introducing 
H.R. 5896 which will authorize funding sup-
port for the Housing Assistance Council, 
Inc.! 

Community Services Programs, Inc. has 
worked with the Housing Assistance Council, 
Inc. (HAC) for more than twenty (20) years 
and together we have constructed more than 
200 units of housing for very low income and 
special needs households, inclusive of vic-
tims of domestic violence, in the Hudson 
River Valley Region of New York State. 

In fact, with pre-development loans pro-
vided by HAC, our organization developed 
one of the first New York State Housing 
Trust Fund developments (and was actually 
the first to close with this program that has 
provided over $500,000,000.00 of funding state-
wide since 1985); was the absolute first to 
close on a New York State capital HOME 
Project in 1994; was the only developer to 
build actual family housing under New York 
State’s ‘‘HOMES FOR WORKING FAMI-
LIES’’ Program in 2002 and since; and, just 
recently our organization undertook the de-
velopment of 52 units of New York State Low 
Income Housing Tax Credits’ financed hous-
ing. This development is one of only a hand-
ful of SLIHTC stand alone developments in 
the State. 

It is often believed that New York is a 
large, metropolitan State and that is simply 
not true. Along with the rural nature of 
much of our State is the same lack of avail-
able financial resources for pre-development, 
acquisition and actual development activi-
ties. With the support of HAC over the past 
twenty (20) years, our organization has been 
able to create more than 200 housing units 
with many more expected to come on line! 

HAC has an extremely dedicated, knowl-
edgeable and committed Staff who fulfill its 
organization’s mission on a daily basis. Your 
direct support of HAC is so very welcomed 
and such an invaluable investment in rural 
housing. Please know that you have an open 
invitation to visit our housing units that 
‘‘but for’’ HAC, may never have been built! 

With most sincere appreciation for your 
outstanding leadership on housing issues and 
your creation of the Congressional Rural 
Housing Caucus, I remain, 

Very Truly yours, 
M. T. O’LEARY, 

Chief Executive Officer. 

FRONTIER HOUSING, 
Morehead, KY, September 5, 2006. 

Hon. RUBÉN HINOJOSA, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CONGRESSMAN HINOJOSA: Thank you 
for writing and introducing H.R. 5896, which 

will authorize funding support for the Hous-
ing Assistance Council (HAC). Frontier 
Housing has worked with the HAC for many 
years. HAC helps local organizations such as 
ours build affordable housing. Our experience 
with HAC has allowed us to find numerous 
affordable housing solutions for families in 
eastern Kentucky. 

Thank you also for your exceptional lead-
ership on housing issues and your creation of 
the Congressional Rural Housing Caucus. 

Sincerely, 
STACEY EPPERSON, 

Executive Director. 

SELF-HELP ENTERPRISES, 
Visalia, CA, August 1, 2006. 

Hon. RUBÉN HINOJOSA, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CONGRESSMAN HINOJOSA: I wanted to 
take a moment to say ‘‘Thank You’’ for your 
work in writing and introducing H.R. 5896, 
which will authorize funding support for the 
Housing Assistance Council (HAC). Self-Help 
Enterprises has worked in partnership with 
the Housing Assistance Council for over 30 
years, so we know firsthand the work that 
HAC does in helping local organizations such 
as ours build affordable housing in rural 
America. 

As you may remember, Self-Help Enter-
prises serves the housing and community 
needs of California’s San Joaquin Valley. 
Like so many communities in your district, 
our communities often lack the most basic 
elements of life: decent affordable housing, 
clean drinking water, and adequate sewage 
disposal. Even when there are federal and 
state resources available to address commu-
nity needs, the capacity of local organiza-
tions to access those resources is often lim-
ited. 

The Housing Assistance Council has a re-
markable track record in assisting local or-
ganizations in the most rural, and often 
overlooked, regions of our nation. HAC’s 
work expands local capacity, increases ac-
cess to valuable resources, and helps to focus 
national attention of the needs of the com-
munities you care about in your district and 
across the rural America. Your support of 
their work, with the introduction of H.R. 
5896, means a lot to those of us who care 
about rural housing. 

Thank you also for your outstanding lead-
ership on housing issues and your creation of 
the Congressional Rural Housing Caucus. I 
know from our conversations that you truly 
care about the people of rural America and 
the communities they call home. 

Sincerely, 
PETER N. CAREY, 

CEO. 

VERMONT HOUSING & 
CONSERVATION BOARD, 

Montpelier, Vermont, August 3, 2006. 
Hon. RUBÉN HINOJOSA 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CONGRESSMAN HINOJOSA: I am writing 
to thank you for introducing H.R. 5896 au-
thorizing funding for the Housing Assistance 
Council. As you know, HAC helps housing or-
ganizations throughout rural America build 
affordable housing. Over the years they have 
worked with a number of organizations in 
Vermont, providing technical assistance, ca-
pacity building, and loans for rural housing 
developments. Those organizations find 
them to an important and enormously help-
ful resource. 

Again, thank-you for introducing this bill 
as well as for your leadership on other hous-

ing issues, especially those faced by rural 
communities. 

Sincerely, 
POLLY NICHOL, 

Director of Housing Programs. 

DELMARVA RURAL MINISTRIES, INC., 
Dover, DE, August 1, 2006. 

Hon. RUB́EN HINOJOSA, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CONGRESSMAN HINOJOSA: I take this 
opportunity to thank you for writing and in-
troducing H.R. 5896, which authorizes fund-
ing for the Housing Assistance Council 
(HAC). Delmarva Rural Ministries, Inc. has 
worked with the Housing Assistance Council 
for the past seventeen years. Through HAC’s 
support, expertise and technical assistance, 
local community based organizations such as 
ours are better able to develop decent safe 
and affordable housing for low to moderate 
income households residing in rural Amer-
ica. 

Our experience with HAC dates back to 
1989 when HAC provided interim financing 
that enabled Delmarva Rural Ministries, Inc. 
to secure a site that resulted in the develop-
ment of our first farm labor housing, James 
Leonard Apartments, a thirty four unit farm 
labor housing apartment complex located in 
Wicomico County, Maryland. Interim financ-
ing from HAC played a crucial role in the de-
velopment of our second rental housing 
project for farmworkers, Elizabeth Cornish 
Landing Apartments in Bridgevile, Dela-
ware. Had it not been for HAC’s support, we 
would have lost the site. The ECL Apart-
ments was a Ninth Round Awardee for the 
Fannie Mae Maxwell Awards of Excellence. 

Finally, I want to also commend you for 
your outstanding leadership on housing 
issues and your creation of the Congressional 
Rural Housing Caucus. 

Sincerely, 
DEBRA D. SINGLETARY, 

CEO. 

RURAL DEVELOPMENT, INC., 
Turners Fall, MA, August 1, 2006. 

Hon. RUBÉN HINOJOSA, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CONGRESSMAN HINOJOSA: Thank you 
for writing and introducing H.R. 5896, which 
will authorize funding support for the Hous-
ing Assistance Council (HAC). Rural Devel-
opment, Inc. (RDI) has worked with the 
Housing Assistance Council for over ten 
years. HAC is invaluable to local organiza-
tions such as ours that build affordable hous-
ing. HAC has assisted RDI in a number of 
ways over the years: 

They have loaned us pre-development 
funds at low or no interest for seven 
projects. 

They have helped us obtain several capac-
ity building grants. 

They have awarded us a green building 
grant. 

They have hosted national and regional 
training conferences that my staff and I have 
attended. 

They publish a very informative quarterly 
magazine on rural affordable housing issues. 

They publish a frequent online newsletter 
that keeps us informed of timely issues. 

HAC is an organization that deserves con-
gressional support and I again thank you for 
that support. 

Thank you also for your outstanding lead-
ership on housing issues and your creation of 
the Congressional Rural Housing Caucus. 

Sincerely, 
ANNE PERKINS, 

Director of Homeownership Programs. 
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Subject: H.R. 5896—Housing Assistance 

Council (HAC). 
DEAR CONGRESSMAN HINOJOSA: Thank you 

for writing and introducing H.R. 5896, which 
will authorize funding support for the Hous-
ing Assistance Council (HAC). Southern 
Maryland Tri-County Community Action 
Committee, Inc. (SMTCCAC, Inc.) has 
worked with the Housing Assistance Council 
for many years. HAC assists non-profit orga-
nizations such as ours build affordable hous-
ing. Our experience with HAC has always re-
sulted in a positive experience. Without HAC 
we would have been unable to build many of 
our affordable homeownership units in 
Southern Maryland. 

Over the last 30 years, our agency has built 
over 350 self-help homeownership units and 
over 250 rental units for low income families. 
Without HAC, this would have been an im-
possible task for us. We would not have had 
access to necessary capital to finance site 
development and it would be necessary to 
rely on the private lending industry to pro-
vide development financing, as well as let-
ters of credits for the bonds. Without having 
the site improvements in place, there is in-
adequate equity in the unimproved land and 
most nonprofit development organizations 
do not have the necessary security to offer 
the bank, making it necessary for the non- 
profit to place cash on deposit in addition to 
offering up the land as security. This adds 
tremendous cost to the project and ulti-
mately to the improved lot. HAC has pro-
vided SMTCCAC, Inc. with many low inter-
est loans to finance these developments/lots 
therefore, keeping the cost to the low-in-
come family affordable. 

Thank you also for your outstanding lead-
ership on housing issues and your creation of 
the Congressional Rural Housing Caucus. I 
hope that you will continue to support the 
Housing Assistance Council and their efforts 
to provide financing to non-profit organiza-
tions and assist families in obtaining the 
American dream of homeownership. 

Sincerely, 
DEBRA A. GASS, 

SMTCCAC, Inc., 
Program Director. 

f 

b 1915 

SPECIAL ORDERS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 

SCHMIDT). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 4, 2005, and 
under a previous order of the House, 
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

REMEMBERING THOSE WHO 
PERISHED 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Madam Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent to take Mr. 
DEFAZIO’s time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Wash-
ington is recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCDERMOTT. Madam Speaker, 

across America yesterday, we paused 
to honor the innocent Americans who 
perished 5 years ago on 9/11. A memo-
rial day is a time for reflection. It also 
can be a time for action. 

As a doctor, I know that grief can be 
debilitating, but it can also be moti-
vating. There is something America 
can do to transform our grief into posi-
tive action. 

Right now, half a world away, there 
is incomprehensible pain and suffering 
going on in Darfur. Imagine human suf-
fering on a scale 150 times worse than 
9/11. Over 470,000 people in Darfur have 
gone hungry for the last 3 months. 
They are cut off from humanitarian 
aid. They are innocent victims in the 
middle of what can be described either 
as genocide or homicide. 

The estimates range from 200,000 to 
half a million innocent people who 
have been slaughtered in just 3 years. 
That is the equivalent of a 9/11 attack 
every single week for 3 full years. That 
level of death and suffering in our 
world today might be incomprehensible 
except that it is happening. It is a re-
ality. 

Peacekeepers from the African Union 
have slowed the genocide, but they are 
slated to leave Darfur at the end of the 
month. No one doubts the killing will 
resume if the Sudanese Government is 
left without an outside force attempt-
ing to restrain them. Unless we inter-
vene, there will be 200, 300, who knows 
how many times 9/11s in Darfur, to peo-
ple just as innocent as the Americans 
who perished 5 years ago. 

It is true that the United Nations 
passed a resolution last month calling 
for a new peacekeeping force in Darfur, 
but the Sudanese Government respon-
sible for the killings must approve de-
ployment of these peacekeepers. Noth-
ing more than lip service is going to 
occur unless we lead the world in de-
manding an end to the killings, backed 
up by a multinational force that can fi-
nally protect innocent people. 

Last year, I and other Members of 
Congress, Democrats and Republicans, 
traveled to the Sudan. We visited 
camps along the border with Chad and 
met countless refugees. These were 
people who lost their homes, belong-
ings, and loved ones. Everything. 

A corrupt government says these are 
people guilty of being born with a cer-
tain color of skin and into a particular 
tribe. Punishment for innocence is 
death. 

The world has seen this before. We 
know what to do; we simply aren’t 
doing it. The number of innocent peo-
ple literally starving to death in 
Darfur is 150 times the number of 
Americans who perished during 9/11. 
Humanitarian aid cannot reach them, 
and that is the situation with soldiers 
from the African Union attempting to 
enforce a peace. What chance do these 
people have if modest peacekeeping ef-
forts disappear at the end of Sep-
tember? 

First and foremost, the President 
should declare Darfur a global crisis 
and reinforce such a position with di-
plomacy aimed at uniting the world 

against evil. Other nations are better 
positioned diplomatically to demand 
that the Sudanese Government pay at-
tention. 

In close cooperation with other gov-
ernments, we should do everything 
from establishing a no-fly zone to keep 
Sudanese helicopter gunships grounded 
to serving notice on the Sudanese Gov-
ernment that innocent people should 
not be starved to death. 

Before 9/11, crises as far away as 
Sudan perhaps didn’t find much room 
in the American consciousness. Post-9/ 
11, we cannot help but see that death, 
poverty, and injustice anywhere in the 
world affects those of us who live in 
the United States. 

Yesterday across America, we 
stopped to remember 9/11. In Darfur, we 
can honor the Americans who died on 9/ 
11 by preventing tens of thousands of 
innocent people in Darfur from dying 
right before our eyes. We have 21 days 
to unite the world against attacks as 
horrifying as 9/11. This can be a defin-
ing moment for our Nation. I hope the 
President sees it as just that and acts 
before it is too late. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H. RES. 994, EXPRESSING SENSE 
OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES ON FIFTH ANNIVERSARY 
OF TERRORIST ATTACKS 
LAUNCHED AGAINST THE 
UNITED STATES ON SEPTEMBER 
11, 2001 
Mr. GINGREY, from the Committee 

on Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 109–646) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 996) providing for consideration of 
the resolution (H. Res. 994) expressing 
the sense of the House of Representa-
tives on the fifth anniversary of the 
terrorist attacks launched against the 
United States on September 11, 2001, 
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 2965, FEDERAL PRISON IN-
DUSTRIES COMPETITION IN CON-
TRACTING ACT OF 2006 
Mr. GINGREY, from the Committee 

on Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 109–647) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 997) providing for consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 2965) to amend title 18, 
United States Code, to require Federal 
Prison Industries to compete for its 
contracts minimizing its unfair com-
petition with private sector firms and 
their non-inmate workers and empow-
ering Federal agencies to get the best 
value for taxpayers’ dollars, to provide 
a five-year period during which Federal 
Prison Industries adjusts to obtaining 
inmate work opportunities through 
other than its mandatory source sta-
tus, to enhance inmate access to reme-
dial and vocational opportunities and 
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