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on Human Rights, as well as to support any 
signs of improvement over its predecessor. 
The Subcommittee explored how the Council 
is being assisted by the United States and 
others to fulfill its mandate, the areas in which 
further assistance and reform is required, and 
the standards that the Human Rights Council 
will need to meet in order to qualify as a cred-
ible international human rights body. 

In his address in April 2005 to the Commis-
sion on Human Rights, the UN Secretary-Gen-
eral argued for a new, reformed human rights 
council on the basis that it would ‘‘allow for a 
more comprehensive and objective approach. 
And ultimately it would produce more effective 
assistance and protections, and that is the 
yardstick by which we should be measured.’’ 
It is not too soon to start measuring the Coun-
cil by this yardstick, and members of the Sub-
committee benefited from the testimony of our 
distinguished witnesses that provided us with 
the means for such an evaluation. 

f 

RECOGNIZING OUTSTANDING 
SERVICE TO OUR NATION’S VET-
ERANS 

HON. MICHAEL BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2006 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, as a veteran 
myself and an avid advocate for veterans in 
the United States House of Representatives, I 
believe it is important to recognize individuals 
who go above and beyond the call of duty to 
serve the men and women who bravely wore 
our nation’s military uniform. The James Haley 
VA Medical Center, VAMC, in Tampa, FL is 
one of the busiest veterans’ medical facilities 
in the country and provides care to approxi-
mately 142,000 veterans in Central Florida. 

All employees, excluding service chiefs, who 
have been employed at the Tampa VAMC for 
at least 1 year, are eligible to receive the 
‘‘Hospital Ambassador Award.’’ I am pleased 
to be able to recognize recent recipients of 
this award: Geraldine Penia, pharmacy techni-
cian; Michele Overland, social worker; Doug-
las Covey, pharmacist; Jerome Sipes, police 
officer; Charles Gutierrez, registered res-
piratory therapist; Ruthe Hunter, supervisor 
program specialist; Nenita Auza, staff nurse; 
Betty Thomas, program supply assistant. 

I am also pleased to be able to recognize 
several employees at the Port Richey Out-
patient Clinic for their outstanding work. These 
individuals have received ‘‘Employee of the 
Quarter Awards’’: Virginia Osmar, program 
supply clerk; Evelyn Gines-Dasilva, nurse. 

I want to extend my sincere appreciation to 
these outstanding employees of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs and commend each 
of them for the tremendous service they pro-
vide to our Nation’s veterans. 

THIS 45TH ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION 

HON. HENRY J. HYDE 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2006 

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I am delighted to 
congratulate The Hospitality and Information 
Service, THIS, of Washington, DC, on its 45th 
anniversary. Since 1961, THIS volunteers 
have welcomed diplomats and their families to 
Washington, providing friendship, assistance 
and an understanding of Washington and the 
United States. 

THIS was organized in 1961 at the sugges-
tion of Angie Biddle, then Chief of Protocol, to 
help the hundreds of newly arrived diplomats 
and their families adjust to Washington. THIS 
is a private, 501(c)(3) non-profit volunteer or-
ganization that receives financial support from 
its volunteers, the Meridian International Cen-
ter, and corporations. Its sponsors include 
members of the President’s Cabinet or their 
spouses, and the spouse of the Mayor of the 
District of Columbia. 

In 1961, there were 101 embassies with 
1,200 diplomatic families. Today, embassies 
total more than 170, with 4,000 diplomats and 
families in Washington. The 400 volunteers of 
THIS provide a variety of services and pro-
grams to help diplomats and their families 
learn about Washington through English and 
seven foreign conversation groups and a book 
club. Programs include forums for discussion 
of issues that are worldwide in scope, such as 
health, human rights and education. We also 
have programs on government affairs, per-
forming arts, art and architecture, and Amer-
ican history, among others. 

In today’s difficult world, THIS is a beacon 
of light, holding out the arm of friendship with-
out expecting anything in return. THIS has 
made a difference in the lives of so many dip-
lomats, and I would like to share with you a 
few comments from some grateful recipients: 

‘‘THIS has enriched my stay in the United 
States by enhancing my fundamental under-
standing of the culture and society.’’—Pakistan 

‘‘I would like to thank THIS for the wonderful 
work that you do and for your warm and 
friendly attention.’’—Miriam Barak, Israel 

‘‘I express both my pleasure and my grati-
tude to the THIS organization as a whole. 
THIS is a wonderful vehicle by which the best 
of America is portrayed. Such an organization 
can only be an influential force for good.’’— 
Ann Robinson, Great Britain 

‘‘THIS is a fantastic organization. It makes 
me feel very welcomed and comfortable . . . 
THIS has given me a better understanding of 
U.S. life and society and also has given me 
some new good American friends.’’—Ingela 
Beiming, Sweden 

‘‘THIS is a window that opens Washington 
for us and lets us experience and know it. It 
opens opportunities to meet different peo-
ple.’’—Marilia Bulhoes, Brazil 

Congratulations, THIS, on 45 splendid 
years. May you enjoy many more. 

REGOGNIZING THE LATINO COM-
MUNITY OF BUFFALO AND THE 
PUERTO RICAN DAY PARADE 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2006 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Buffalo’s Latino community and 
the dynamic role they play in our region. 

On Saturday, September 9, 2006, I joined 
with the city of Buffalo to celebrate and enjoy 
the Fourth Annual Puerto Rican Day Parade 
and the festivities that accompany it. I would 
like to acknowledge and thank this year’s 
grand marshall, Andres Garcia. 

The theme of this year’s parade and related 
festivities was ‘‘United We Progress.’’ This 
theme was chosen because it encompasses 
the attitude and spirit of this diverse and dy-
namic population and its interaction with the 
community of Buffalo as a whole. 

The Latino community in the county of Erie 
encompasses over 30,000 people. Buffalo’s 
Latino community is built upon peoples from 
all over Latin and South America. Their shared 
heritage has developed into a united force that 
has enabled them to positively impact our city 
for decades, and we expect, for decades to 
follow. The solidarity of the Latino community 
is a telling example of how by working to-
gether we accomplish good and great things. 

According to the 2000 Census over 20,000 
Puerto Ricans call the city of Buffalo and sur-
rounding areas their home. On this day, we 
celebrate the music, food, and history of their 
culture. A culture which has been shared with 
Western New Yorkers of all backgrounds, to 
the benefit of our community. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure and 
gratitude that I stand here today to recognize 
the Latino Community of Western New York. 
I am honored to join in the celebration of Buf-
falo’s Latino history and culture. 

f 

HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF EPPINGER MANUFAC-
TURING CO. 

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2006 

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Eppinger Manufacturing Com-
pany on the occasion of its 100th anniversary. 

Lou Eppinger created his simple metal 
spoon lure in 1906. It quickly became known 
for its fish attracting wobble. He patented it as 
the ‘‘Osprey’’ in 1912. Following World War I, 
he renamed the lure to ‘‘Dardevle’’ in honor of 
the 4th Marine Brigade the Allies nicknamed 
the Dare Devils. It has since earned such ac-
colades as one of ‘‘The 10 Best Lures in the 
World’’ and ‘‘50 Best Lures of All Time.’’ 

In the beginning Lou Eppinger sold 500 
Dardevles a year. Today Eppinger Manufac-
turing sells over 2 million a year and produces 
17,000 different varieties of lures. This can be 
attributed to his strong belief in advertising. 
Before he turned over the company to his 
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nephew Ed Eppinger, Lou advised, ‘‘Advertise 
even if you have only a nickel left to your 
name.’’ 

At a time when many corporations are mov-
ing their business overseas, Eppinger has 
kept its manufacturing plant in Dearborn for 
decades. Many of its employees have been 
working at Eppinger for over 30 years. Today 
Eppinger is run by Karen Eppinger, the grand- 
niece of the founder, and her two children, 
Jennifer and Wesley. 

I must also mention my own personal affec-
tion for Eppinger’s quality products. Whenever 
I had a chance to fish, I knew that with one 
of Lou’s masterpieces on my line, the brook 
trout didn’t stand a chance. I owe many big 
catches and many fine meals to Lou’s master-
ful work and durable product. 

I would like to ask my colleagues to rise and 
join me in commending Eppinger Manufac-
turing Company for 100 years of service to the 
community and area sportsmen. I extend my 
best wishes to Eppinger for continued success 
in the fishing lure business. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO SERGEANT 
RAYMOND PLOUHAR 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2006 

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor the life of Sergeant Raymond 
Plouhar, who gave the ultimate sacrifice for 
his Nation on June 26, 2006, while serving in 
Iraq. What follows is an inspirational poem 
Sergeant Plouhar wrote before he was killed 
in the line of duty. 

THIS IS WHO I AM 

This is me, this is who I am 
I am a Marine to the very end 
I live by the motto that is Semperi Fi 

I come to countries in far off lands 
to fight for freedom for which most are to 

scared to stand 

Do not judge me for what I do 
for what I do I do for you 

I will kill for those who cannot kill 
I will die for those too scared to 

I will leave my loved ones, my kids, my wife 
I will leave them all behind to give you a 

better life 

I have seen and done things that will haunt 
my dreams 

I have given up many things for you to be 
free 

Do not feel pity for me, for this is my choice 
I chose this life so people like you can have 

a voice 

I will die on my feet, I will not live on my 
knees 

I will do this so America can stay free 

This is me, this is who I am 
I am a Marine to the very end. 

HONORING ANNA SCHUBERT OF 
LOUISVILLE, COLORADO 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2006 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Ms. Anna Schubert, an excel-
lent young scholar who has a bright future 
ahead of her. Anna was selected by the Alli-
ance for Affordable Services to be the recipi-
ent of a $2,000 scholarship for the 2006–2007 
school year. While there are many deserving 
scholars in our communities, it is worth noting 
the outstanding caliber of students such as 
Anna. Young people like Anna will lead our 
country into the future, achieve new break-
throughs in science and medicine, and protect 
our environment for future generations. 

Anna will have the opportunity to receive an 
additional $1,000 every year of her under-
graduate career, a goal that is accomplished 
by keeping a 3.5 overall grade point average. 
Although an arduous task for any student, I 
am confident this exceptional young lady will 
achieve it through her hard work and dedica-
tion. 

It is an honor for the State of Colorado and 
this Nation to have bright, young individuals 
that are excelling beyond barriers. Such ambi-
tions are necessary qualities in the next gen-
eration for the United States to maintain its 
leadership role in this new century. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in expressing our congratulations to Anna 
Schubert and her family. We wish her the best 
in both her undergraduate career and in all 
her future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING H. MERLE JACKSON, 
VICE CHAIRMAN, NATIONAL LEG-
ISLATIVE COMMITTEE OF THE 
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS 

HON. DARLENE HOOLEY 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2006 

Ms. HOOLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a great Oregonian and a proud 
American, H. Merle Jackson. 

Mr. Jackson, a native son of Oregon, served 
his country for 32 years. During his nine years 
on active duty in the United States Air Force, 
two years on active duty in the United States 
Navy and 21 years as a member of the United 
States Army Reserve, he served all over the 
world, including the Korean War and multiple 
tours in Vietnam, finishing his service to our 
Nation as a Master Sergeant. 

After his retirement, Mr. Jackson continued 
his commitment to our Nation by taking up the 
cause of our retired fighting men and women 
through his work with the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars (VFW). He has served as a post and 
district commander, state chairman and from 
1998–99 he was the Department Commander 
for the State of Oregon. 

Today, Mr. Jackson continues his lifelong 
dedication to those who have sacrificed so 
much for our Nation, as he enters his fourth 

year on the National Legislative Committee to 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars and his first 
year as Vice Chairman of this prestigious 
committee. He is the first Oregonian to serve 
in this capacity, and I ask my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing his dedication and de-
termination to ensuring that we meet our re-
sponsibilities to our Nation’s veterans. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. FRED BOSILEVAC 

HON. DENNIS MOORE 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2006 

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, Dr. 
Fred Bosilevac, one of the most beloved peo-
ple in Wyandotte County and Kansas City, 
Kansas, celebrates his 90th birthday on Sep-
tember 11, 2006. Since 1970, two years after 
its inception, Dr. Fred has been president of 
Congressional Forum, a monthly luncheon 
with the area’s third Congressional District 
representative sponsored by the Kansas City 
Kansas Area Chamber of Commerce. In addi-
tion to me, my Third District congressional 
predecessors who have fond memories of Dr. 
Fred include Larry Winn, Jr.; Jan Meyers; and 
Vince Snowbarger. Dr. Fred is known for his 
pithy commentary, regardless of the subject or 
speaker. He is the heart and soul of the Con-
gressional Forum. 

Dr. Fred is a native son of Kansas City, 
Kansas, from the historic Strawberry Hill 
neighborhood. He was the first medical doctor 
of Croatian descent in the area. He started his 
practice in the Brotherhood Building in Kansas 
City, Kansas, in 1949. He later moved his 
practice to the medical building on 18th Street. 
He practiced ophthalmology for 49 years. 

Dr. Fred is also notable alumnus of the Uni-
versity of Kansas, which also is in my con-
gressional district. Dr. Fred was a member of 
the 1937 University of Kansas men’s basket-
ball team, and he and his son, Dr. Fred 
Bosilevac, III, are among four father-son com-
binations that played for the Jayhawks. Dr. 
Fred’s 1937 team also played in the Final 
Four, which guaranteed him god-like status in 
my congressional district. 

In addition to playing basketball, Dr. Fred 
played championship football at KU and was 
pressured to sign with a professional team 
after graduation. Nevertheless, he decided to 
attend medical school on the advice of his 
mother who reminded him that doctors made 
a good living. 

Dr. Fred is an all around athlete and re-
mains an avid hunter and golfer. A spring 
hunting accident in which he tripped and dis-
located a shoulder required some surgery but 
has not deterred him from swinging a golf club 
daily. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in wishing Dr. 
Fred Bosilevac our heartiest wishes for a joy-
ous day, and many more years for us to enjoy 
his marvelous example of a good and happy 
life. 
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