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SENATE—Wednesday, September 13, 2006 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. STEVENS). 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
God of grace and God of glory, Your 

providence has guided our ways in 
times past. You have taught us to trust 
You for each day and every event. 

As our Senators seek to do Your will, 
renew their faith, rekindle their love, 
and regenerate their resolve. Give 
them the insight to know that not ev-
erything old is bad, nor everything 
new, good; conversely, not everything 
old is good, nor everything new, bad. 
Teach them through Your Spirit les-
sons they need to learn. May their 
highest aim be to love You and do Your 
will. Lead them with Your sure hand so 
they may follow You without hesi-
tation. 

We pray in Your holy Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
majority leader is recognized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, this morn-
ing we will resume debate on the port 
security bill immediately following the 
30-minute period of morning business. 
We have an agreement for a vote in re-
lation to Senator REID’s amendment to 
occur at 12:15 today. There is a point of 
order against that amendment, and 
therefore the vote is likely to be on a 
motion to waive the budget relative to 
that amendment. 

The managers have done good work 
on the bill thus far, but we have not 
had an agreement yet as to when we 
can finish this security legislation. 
Therefore, last night I filed a cloture 
motion on the bill so that we will con-

clude the bill this week. I have indi-
cated we are willing to vitiate that 
vote if an agreement is reached that 
will bring the Senate to a reasonable 
conclusion on this port security meas-
ure. In the meantime, we will continue 
to work on amendments, with rollcall 
votes each day. I also remind Senators 
that under the rule, Senators have 
until 1 p.m. today in order to file time-
ly first-degree amendments. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 

the previous order, there will be a pe-
riod for the transaction of morning 
business for up to 30 minutes, with the 
first half of the time under the control 
of the Democratic leader or his des-
ignee and the second half of the time 
under the control of the majority lead-
er or his designee. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
Democratic leader is recognized. 

Mr. REID. Thank you very much, Mr. 
President. 

f 

REAL SECURITY AMENDMENT 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, shortly 

there will be a debate on an amend-
ment that was offered on my behalf 
and a number of other Democrats. 

It is an amendment that would im-
plement all 41 recommendations of the 
bipartisan 9/11 Commission. 

The amendment would equip our in-
telligence community to fight terror-
ists. In effect, what it would do is go 
back to what we have been doing for 27 
years; that is, allow the Intelligence 
Committee every year to have a bill 
before this body, to allow them to up-
date what needs to be done so they can 
proceed with intelligence activities in 
our country and around the rest of the 
world. We did not authorize the Intel-
ligence Committee’s work for the first 
time in 28 years last year. Now, this 
year, we have not done it again. This 
amendment would put that in effect. 

Third, the amendment would secure 
our ports, rails, roads, airports, chem-
ical and nuclear plants, and mass tran-
sit systems. 

Fourth, the amendment would 
refocus America on the war on terror. 
I went into that in some detail yester-
day. 

Fifth, the amendment would provide 
better, updated tools to bring terror-
ists to justice. 

Finally, the amendment would 
change course in Iraq. Certainly that is 

something the American people de-
serve and want. 

Yesterday in Iraq, 65 Iraqis were 
found dead, a number of them be-
headed, one with a note saying: Anyone 
that cooperates with Americans, this is 
what is going to happen to them. In ad-
dition to that, scores of others were 
killed in bombing incidents around the 
country. Two American soldiers were 
killed. 

So the amendment would change 
course in Iraq. Americans deserve real 
security. This bill is real security. The 
amendment is real security. I ask col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to 
join me in supporting this amendment. 

I yield the floor, Mr. President. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 

Senator from West Virginia. 
Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, 

may I proceed? 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. You 

may. 
Mr. ROCKEFELLER. I thank the 

President pro tempore. 
f 

NSA WARRANTLESS 
SURVEILLANCE PROGRAM 

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, 
the National Security Agency has been 
wiretapping the conversations of Amer-
icans without obtaining court orders, 
as required by the Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Act, or FISA, for the past 
5 years. 

In recent months, a number of bills 
have been proposed which would codify 
the President’s program of warrantless 
surveillance. The White House is now 
pushing the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee to pass sweeping legislation 
that would amend FISA and grant the 
President unprecedented authority to 
undertake wiretapping in the United 
States without the judicial scrutiny 
currently required by law. 

For Congress to legislate on this pro-
gram in the coming days would not 
only be premature but irresponsible. 

The fact remains that despite re-
peated assurances from the administra-
tion, Members of Congress remain in 
the dark and cannot answer funda-
mental questions about the program’s 
existence, effectiveness or legal jus-
tification. 

As one of the few Members who have 
received the most detailed information 
to date. I can tell you that, putting 
aside the legal argument, the adminis-
tration has not been able to document 
convincingly the counterterrorism ben-
efits of the program. 

In fact for the past 6 months, I have 
been requesting, without success, spe-
cific details about the program includ-
ing how many terrorists have been 
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