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Nick Walters, originally of Wiggins, 

MS, was appointed as Mississippi’s 
USDA rural development director by 
President George Bush in 2001. Since 
then, Nick has done a great job sup-
porting Mississippi’s communities, 
helping to secure resources needed for 
public facilities, utilities and for eco-
nomic development. 

This is a key Federal position for my 
State. As Nick likes to say, this is the 
‘‘non-farm,’’ or ‘‘non-food’’ part of 
USDA. It’s about new water and waste 
water systems, so people can have 
clean, dependable running water. It’s 
about new community centers, town 
halls, and even high-tech or edu-
cational assets like broadband service, 
telemedicine and long-distance learn-
ing. 

Since taking office, Nick has pre-
sented scores of oversized checks, in 
countless photos for local papers tell-
ing stories about a new water tower or 
a new police car or fire truck. 

Some people might think these 
things are small, and they often are in 
terms of Federal dollars. But these 
modest services will reverberate for 
years to come. As Nick says: USDA 
rural development is really about eco-
nomic development, helping to encour-
age and sustain job creation—paving 
the way for communities to grow. 

Nick has helped administer more 
than $100 million to Mississippi’s cities 
and towns through this agency. He 
hasn’t sat on laurels waiting for may-
ors, supervisors, town aldermen, or 
CEOs to approach him. Nick has been 
proactive, innovative, and he is ac-
tively sought cases and ways to meet 
individual community needs through 
USDA’s various rural development pro-
grams. 

We have all heard the old saying: 
‘‘Don’t tell me what you can’t do, tell 
me what you can do.’’ That is been 
Nick Walters’ approach to public serv-
ice. His first inclination is to act. That 
is something we Mississippians appre-
ciate. After Hurricane Katrina, we saw 
many Federal bureaucrats in FEMA 
and elsewhere strapped by indecision, 
blinded by tunnel vision, stuck on what 
they could not do, obsessed with the 
word ‘‘no’’ when they should have been 
saying ‘‘yes.’’ Nick isn’t that type. He 
has provided a great example of what 
someone in this office can do using its 
authority to the utmost, and we’re 
working hard to find a successor who 
will continue this strong leadership. 

Nick Walters will be missed but my 
guess is that he will be back in public 
service one day. In what capacity? I 
don’t know. That is a decision for him, 
his wife Lisa, and his young children, 
Porter and John Garrett. 

But now with this success behind him 
and given his previous experience in 
the private sector, his work with 
former Mississippi Governor Kirk 
Fordice, his stint as chief of staff for 
the Mississippi Public Service Commis-

sion Nick Walters will be successful in 
wherever his endeavors may lead. 

I hope my colleagues will join me in 
thanking Nick Walters for his exem-
plary service to the Federal Govern-
ment and, more importantly, to Amer-
ica as Mississippi’s USDA rural devel-
opment director. 

f 

MURRAYHILL LITTLE LEAGUE 
ALL-STAR TEAM 

∑ Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to congratulate Oregon’s 
Murrayhill 11 and 12-year-old Little 
League All-Star team. They recently 
placed second in the U.S. Little League 
World Series Championship, and third 
in the World Little League Champion-
ship. 

On August 26, 2006, at Howard J. 
Lamade Stadium in South Williams-
port, PA, Murrayhill capped a remark-
able postseason, losing the United 
States Championship to Columbus 
Northern Little League from Georgia. 
Murrayhill was the first Oregon team 
in 48 years to qualify for the Little 
League World Series, and the first to 
ever reach the U.S. Championship 
game. On their road to the champion-
ship, they won the District 4, Oregon 
State, and Northwestern Regional 
Baseball Tournaments. 

Murrayhill displayed great heart, 
outstanding teamwork, dedication, re-
silience, character, and sportsmanship 
throughout the tournament while 
achieving one of the highest honors in 
Little League Baseball. 

This team of 11 and 12-year-olds 
brought pride to the State of Oregon 
with their remarkable run during this 
year’s postseason. I ask my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating all the 
players involved in a hard-fought U.S. 
Little League World Series.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MONROE SWEETLAND 

∑ Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, today I 
pay tribute to the life of Monroe 
Sweetland—a visionary, a patriot, a 
statesman, and the father of the mod-
ern Democratic Party of Oregon. Mon-
roe passed away Sunday, September 10, 
at the age of 96, having lived a very full 
life in pursuit of a better Oregon and a 
better Nation. 

An Oregon native, Monroe was born 
in Salem in 1910. After attending law 
school, he returned to Oregon, and, fol-
lowing the Second World War, he 
worked tirelessly on behalf of the 
Democratic Party of Oregon, rebuild-
ing the party from the ashes. Monroe 
was a strong Democrat, a proud par-
tisan who stood with his party not out 
of any desire for influence or power but 
out of a belief in the values espoused. 
He seemed to know instinctively that 
if the party was strong in its values, 
then electoral success would follow. 
And on that basis, he worked to rebuild 
our party from the ground up. 

A tireless worker on behalf of others’ 
campaigns, he also held elected office, 
serving for 10 years in the State legis-
lature, first as a member of the Oregon 
House of Representatives and then as a 
member of the Oregon Senate. Prior to 
that, in 1948, he was elected to the 
Democratic National Committee. 

Given his strong partisan politics, 
some might think his most notable 
feat was converting U.S. Senator 
Wayne Morse, whose seat I now hold, 
to the Democratic Party—helping Sen-
ator Morse to see the light, as it were. 
But Monroe considered the passage of 
the Bilingual Education Act of 1968, a 
product of his work at the National 
Education Association, his most impor-
tant accomplishment. What I will re-
member most about Monroe is the way 
he lived: his boundless optimism, his 
energy to get things done and his smile 
that would warm even the coldest 
room. 

When I spoke with Monroe a few 
weeks ago, he was still the activist we 
all knew so well. The last thing we dis-
cussed was the November 2006 elec-
tions, and, since Monroe was constitu-
tionally incapable of being anything 
other than optimistic, he did not want 
to discuss what-ifs about the outcome 
of the election; he only wanted to talk 
about the good that the Democratic 
Party will accomplish when it wins 
back the majority in Congress this fall. 

Oregon and the Nation are better for 
having had Monroe Sweetland in the 
world. For 96 years, we were blessed 
with his presence on this small planet. 
Although life seems a little dimmer 
without him, I know my life is better 
for having known him. 

I know Monroe is in heaven, and if I 
had to guess, I would say it is likely he 
is up there right now organizing the 
angels for further good deeds. Nothing 
on this Earth slowed him down and I 
don’t expect that to change now that 
he has gone ahead to a better place. 

A giant of politics in our State, and 
an even greater human being, Monroe 
will be sorely missed by all who knew 
him, and even more sorely missed, 
though they may never know it, by 
those who never had that opportunity.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 
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MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

At 9:47 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bill: 

S. 3534. An act to amend the Work-
force Investment Act of 1998 to provide 
for a YouthBuild program. 

The enrolled bill was subsequently 
signed by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. STEVENS). 

At 2:48 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, without amendment: 

S. 1773. An act to resolve certain Native 
American claims in New Mexico, and for 
other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
House has passed the following bills, in 
which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

H.R. 138. An act to revise the boundaries of 
John H. Chafee Coastal Barrier Resources 
System Jekyll Island Unit GA–06P. 

H.R. 479. An act to replace a Coastal Bar-
rier Resources System map relating to 
Coastal Barrier Resources System Grayton 
Beach Unit FL–95P in Walton County, Flor-
ida. 

H.R. 631. An act to provide for acquisition 
of subsurface mineral rights to land owned 
by the Pascua Yaqui Tribe and land held in 
trust for the Tribe, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 5094. An act to require the conveyance 
of Mattamuskeet Lodge and surrounding 
property, including the Mattamuskeet Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge headquarters, to the 
State of North Carolina to permit the State 
to use the property as a public facility dedi-
cated to the conservation of the natural and 
cultural resources of North Carolina. 

H.R. 5381. An act to enhance an existing 
volunteer program of the United States Fish 
and Wildlife Service and promote commu-
nity partnerships for the benefit of national 
fish hatcheries and fisheries program offices. 

H.R. 5428. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 202 East Washington Street in Morris, Illi-
nois, as the ‘‘Joshua A. Terando Morris Post 
Office Building’’. 

H.R. 5434. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 40 South Walnut Street in Chillicothe, 
Ohio, as the ‘‘Larry Cox Post Office’’. 

H.R. 5539. An act to reauthorize the North 
American Wetlands Conservation Act. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 5428. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 202 East Washington Street in Morris, Illi-
nois, as the ‘‘Joshua A. Terando Princeton 
Post Office Building’’; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 5434. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 

at 40 South Walnut Street in Chillicothe, 
Ohio, as the ‘‘Larry Cox Post Office’’; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bill was read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and placed on the calendar: 

H.R. 631. An act to provide for acquisition 
of subsurface mineral rights to land owned 
by the Pascua Yaqui Tribe and land held in 
trust for the Tribe, and for other purposes. 

f 

ENROLLED BILL PRESENTED 

The Secretary of the Senate reported 
that on today, September 13, she had 
presented to the President of the 
United States the following enrolled 
bill: 

S. 3534. An act to amend the Workforce In-
vestment Act of 1998 to provide for a 
YouthBuild program. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. MCCAIN, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, without amendment: 

S. 660. A bill to provide for the acknowl-
edgement of the Lumbee Tribe of North 
Carolina, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 
109–334). 

By Mr. SPECTER, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, with an amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute: 

S. 2453. A bill to establish procedures for 
the review of electronic surveillance pro-
grams. 

By Mr. SPECTER, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, without amendment: 

S. 2455. A bill to provide in statute for the 
conduct of electronic surveillance of sus-
pected terrorists for the purposes of pro-
tecting the American people, the Nation, and 
its interests from terrorist attack while en-
suring that the civil liberties of United 
States citizens are safeguarded, and for other 
purposes. 

By Mr. SPECTER, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, with an amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute: 

S. 3001. A bill to ensure that all electronic 
surveillance of United States persons for for-
eign intelligence purposes is conducted pur-
suant to individualized court-issued orders, 
to streamline the procedures of the Foreign 
Intelligence Surveillance Act of 1978, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF 
COMMITTEES 

The following executive reports of 
nominations were submitted: 

By Mr. DOMENICI for the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

*Mark Myers, of Alaska, to be Director of 
the United States Geological Survey. 

*John Ray Correll, of Indiana, to be Direc-
tor of the Office of Surface Mining Reclama-
tion and Enforcement. 

*David Longly Bernhardt, of Colorado, to 
be Solicitor of the Department of the Inte-
rior. 

By Mr. INHOFE for the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works. 

*William B. Wark, of Maine, to be a Mem-
ber of the Chemical Safety and Hazard Inves-
tigation Board for a term of five year. 

*William E. Wright, of Florida, to be a 
Member of the Chemical Safety and Hazard 
Investigation Board for a term of five years. 

*Stephen M. Prescott, of Oklahoma, to be 
a member of the Board of Trustees of the 
Morris K. Udall Scholarship and Excellence 
in National Environmental Policy Founda-
tion for a term expiring April 15, 2011. 

*Anne Jeannette Udall, of North Carolina, 
to be a Member of the Board of Trustees of 
the Morris K. Udall Scholarship and Excel-
lence in National Environmental Policy 
Foundation four a term expiring October 6, 
2010. 

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to 
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duty constituted com-
mittee of the Senate. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. ENSIGN (for himself and Mr. 
REID): 

S. Res. 569. A resolution honoring the life 
of those who died in service to their country 
aboard the U.S.S. Enterprise on January 14, 
1969; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. COBURN: 
S. Con. Res. 114. A concurrent resolution 

providing for corrections to the enrollment 
of the bill S. 2590; considered and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 619 

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
ALLEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
619, a bill to amend title II of the So-
cial Security Act to repeal the Govern-
ment pension offset and windfall elimi-
nation provisions. 

S. 1082 

At the request of Mrs. HUTCHISON, the 
name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. DOMENICI) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1082, a bill to restore Second 
Amendment rights in the District of 
Columbia. 

S. 1278 

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 
name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. DODD) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1278, a bill to amend the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act to provide a 
mechanism for United States citizens 
and lawful permanent residents to 
sponsor their permanent partners for 
residence in the United States, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1779 

At the request of Mr. AKAKA, the 
name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1779, a bill to amend the Hu-
mane Methods of Livestock Slaughter 
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